Summer 2017 Newsletter

Registration Now Open at

http://www.ims-awwa.org/
Group/2017AnnualConference

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Director’s Message
Gerard Yates, Section Director
At the June 2017 annual AWWA Conference in
Philadelphia, Scott Paxman was recognized for
his service, as he completed a three-year term as
an Association Director, representing the
Intermountain Section. I have had the
opportunity to attend two Association board
meetings (from the sidelines), and it is apparent
that Scott is well known, very involved, respected,
and he has represented our Section exceptionally
well for the past three years. READ MORE

Upcoming Events
FREE Utah | Rates and Finance Workshop for Small Water Systems
9/21/2017 Location: St. George, UT Time: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Register
FREE Small Systems Operator Training to Achieve/Maintain
Compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act 9/26/2017
Location: St. George, UT Time: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm

Register

2017 Intermountain Section Annual Conference 10/11 » 10/13/2017
Location: Sun Valley, ID

Export to Your Calendar

Register

2017 Golf "FORE" Scholarships 10/12/2017
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Location: Sun Valley, ID Time: 1:30 Shot Gun Start

Register
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Section Chair’s Message

Nominees for 2nd Trustee

Delmas Johnson, Section Chair

ACE 2017 was incredible this year in Philadelphia (June 11 – 14). The
Exhibition Hall was a site to behold. I recently learned from the Chair’s
report that over 11,000 people attended the 3-day event. We had a
great showing at the opening session from the Intermountain Section
with over 65 in attendance. Dave Pitcher received the Honorary
Member award on behalf of Rick Wheadon, and Scott Paxman was also
recognized with the George Warren Fuller award. The technical
sessions were centered on timely topics with substantive content. How
do I describe in a few sentences, the premier total water solutions
conference that is AWWA? I participated in a Committee meeting as well and met
members from other Sections who all confirmed my experience. READ MORE...

When Things Get Dark, Municipalities Get Busy!
Bryan Phinney, Chair Elect
Eastern Idaho water systems are bracing for an anticipated influx of
eclipse watchers. This phenomenon has caused quite a stir as cities
prepare for significant numbers of people that will tax their
infrastructure. No one is better suited to tackle this challenge than a
water department. It is really impressive how well our water
systems have prepared for this event. Months ago, you could hear
the buzz about the eclipse and what impacts it could have on our
cities. As blue-ribbon committees were formed to think about how
to best represent our area to the world of eclipse watchers, our
water systems put their minds to the task of making sure no one
goes thirsty. READ MORE

One AWWA Operator Scholarship
Awarded to Jason Hoyt
The One AWWA Operator
Scholarship was created to
address the present and future
needs for Operators by
providing training and
educational funding. Matching
dollars from the Association
and the Intermountain Section
are used to generate the award
for this $1000 Operator scholarship.
Jason Hoyt with Central Utah Water Conservancy
District is the winner of the 2017 One AWWA
Operator Scholarship. Jason is the Electrical Group
Manager for the District and really enjoys his job.
He worked his way up into this position from being
an Operator in the O&M Department. Obtaining a
degree is Cyber Security is Jason’s goal, but not an
easy one. This type of degree is few and far
between. But, through the Western Governor’s
University Jason is expecting to complete his
schooling in two years.
The great thing about awarding the scholarship to
Jason is that he wants to use this to help protect
the critical systems he oversees. His colleague,
Paul Pierpont says of Jason, “I have no doubt that
Jason would use this award to further his career in
the water industry both improving and protecting it
for the greater good of all of us.”
Congratulations Jason!
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On an annual basis the general
membership elects a Second Trustee who
will progress through the Section
positions to Past Chair. The Second
Trustee is part of the Board of Trustees
which is the governing body of the
Section. The Trustee performs duties
assigned them by the Chair of the Board of
Trustees. After serving two consecutive
years as a Trustee, the Trustee moves to
the office of Vice Chair. This year we have
three impressive candidates who are
running for this position:

Stacie Olson
Water Supervisor
Riverton City Water
Department

Josie Taber
Lab Technician
Metropolitan Water
District of Salt Lake and
Sandy

Monica Hoyt
Public Outreach
Coordinator
Central Utah Water
Conservancy District
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Pull your stomach in firmly and lift with your legs, not
your back
• If you need to turn, move your feet, do not twist your
back
Oversized or Tough Lifting Jobs
•

Do not try to carry a big load alone; ask for help
Work as a team by lifting, walking and lowering the
load together
• Let one person call the shots and direct the lift
• Use proper mechanical devices for heavy loads
• Use a step stool or sturdy ladder to reach loads above
your shoulders, get as close to the load as you can and
slide it toward you
• Do all the work with your arms and legs, not your back
• For loads under racks and cabinets, pull the load
toward you, try to support it on one knee before
lifting, then use your legs to power the lift
May your back be as good to you as you are to it.
•
•

Do not let your back get
you down
By: Dan McDougal, TaylorsvilleBennion Improvement District

Do not let your back get you down. Over the years I
have heard of people experiencing back pain as part of
everyday life. Now the years are passing ever more
quickly my understanding of back pain has increased. I
have found the following tips by the National Safety
Council be very helpful to keep a back strong and
healthy.
Leg and Back Warm-up
Prop one foot on a chair or a stool for support
Take a deep breath and ease forward slowly, keep
you back slightly curved
• Blow out slowly as you ease forward, counting to
seven
• Repeat seven times
• Switch feet and repeat
Backbend
•
•

Stand with your feet about 12 inches apart
Support the small of your back with your hands
Hold your stomach in firmly and take a deep breath
Arch backward – bend your head and neck as you
go, blowing air slowly out for seven counts
• Repeat seven times
Power Lifting Tips
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Protect your hands and feet by wearing safety gear
Size up the load and tip it on its side to see if you
can carry it comfortably
Get help if the load is too big or bulky for one
person
Check for nails, splinters, rough strapping and sharp
edges
Make sure your footing is solid and keep your back
straight with no curving or slouching
Center your body over your feet, get a good grip on
the object and pull it close to you
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August is National Back to School
month: Increased Vigilance on the
Part of Drivers is a Must
By: Nathan Farrer, Granger Hunter
Improvement District

The end of the summer is fast approaching and children
everywhere are looking at their last few days of summer
freedom with increasing dread. Their parents, however,
are likely doing all they can to not jump up in the air and
click their heels together. This migration from summer
activities back to the classroom creates some challenges
for those of us who drive as a part of our work
responsibilities. Large numbers of pint sized pedestrians
and increased traffic around school bells means more for
drivers to pay attention to and look out for.
August is National Back to School month and increased
vigilance on the part of drivers is a must in order for us to
protect our students, especially as they adjust from their
carefree summer days back to the scholarly grindstone.
As they attempt to navigate the sidewalks and parking
lots on their way to and from the classroom they may be
a little distracted and nervous. We cannot afford that
luxury and often need to be paying enough attention for
both us and them.
If possible avoid school zones during the two times of the
day that students will be coming and going. Observe the
slower speeds posted through school zones when the
lights are flashing. When approaching crosswalks make
sure that you are cautious and when stopped make eye
contact with crossing guards and pedestrians while they
are crossing the street. But not too much eye contact.
These kids are under enough strain without you staring
them down.
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Welcome to Our
Newest Members

2017 AWWA Summer Workshop
Jason Luettinger, First Trustee

Members of the Intermountain Section of AWWA attended the Summer
Workshop in Denver, Colorado on July 25th to the 27th, 2017. The annual
workshop was hosted by AWWA for the purpose of updating and training
section staff and leadership on the current events and initiatives in AWWA.
Attendees at this year’s workshop included Executive Director Alane Boyd,
office administrator Donna Conner, and First Trustee Jason Luettinger.

This year’s workshop agenda was packed full of exciting information for the
coming year. A major theme of the workshop was related to membership
and involvement of the Y-generation, or millennials (born 1977 to 1995) in AWWA. The association
and water industry in general is evolving as existing leadership move forward in their careers, and
a new generation with new perspectives enters the workforce. READ MORE...

It is Official! New Name for the
Intermountain Section Magazine is…

Name submitted by Kim Coleman with Granger
Hunter Improvement District. Kim will receive a
$100 gift card for having the winning entry.
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Smithfield City Corp.
Dave Spencer
Kristopher Jensen
Kevan Hafer
Ryan Blanchard
Willowstick Technologies
Crystal Tulley-Cordova
Matthew Kennedy
Gary Kennedy
Glen Perry
Bradley Buswell
Corey Richards
Kevin Crane
Brett Beck
Megan Hatch
Dustin Martindale
Matt Olsen
Drew Ovard
Robert Squire
Matt Williams
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JUNE 11-14 | EXPOSITION: JUNE 12-14 | MANDALAY CONVENTION CENTER| LAS VEGAS | USA

Awards given out at ACE17 (L-R): Scott Paxman accepts the George Warren Fuller Award, Dave Pitcher accepts the AWWA Honorary
Member Award given to Rick Wheadon posthumously, Scott Paxman accepts plaque for his service as Section Director

Opening General Session at ACE17 (L-R): 2016 AWWA President Jeanne Bennett-Bailey thanks all AWWA volunteers for “your dedication, your commitment,” You,
each and every one of you, are my heroes.” , the Intermountain Section attendees sit and celebrate together, David LaFrance, AWWA CEO moderated a session
with three industry giants who told their stories. LaFrance asked them to name the biggest challenges facing the sector.
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Utah Water Week Results
2017 Utah Water Week Overview
This year marks Utah Water Watch's 4th annual
Utah Water Week and was a success! A big
thank you to all of the volunteers who helped
make this snapshot of Utah's water quality
possible. Results show generally good water
quality, with only one extreme criteria
exceedance of pH. See the data for yourself by
downloading it from the UWW database.
Some impressive Utah Water Week statistics:
•

Total number of hours sampled by all
volunteers: 54.7

•

Total miles driven: 620.8

•

Hottest air temperature sampled: 32.7 C
(90.9 F)

•

Coldest air temperature sampled: 9.5 C (49 F)

•

Number of dead fish seen: 0

•

Average water temperature: 12.9 C

•

Average pH: 7.0

•

Average dissolved oxygen: 7.7 mg/L

Thank you, UWW volunteers!
The average temperature for all sites was 12.8 °
C (3.3 °C warmer than last year) with the coldest
temperature of 5.0 C at Parley's Canyon Creek
and the warmest temperature of 22.5 °C at
Steed Pond. Some of these temperature
differences can be attributed to changes in
elevation and location of the river or
stream. Streams receiving melted snow water
will generally be cooler this time of year than
standing water in ponds. For example, the
Jordan River is significantly warmer than
streams up canyon. Water temperature in
streams should not exceed 20°. Read More...
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Annual Conference Guest Speakers
Natalie Gochnour
Associate Dean, David Eccles School of Business and Director of the Kem C.
Gardner Policy Institute University of Utah
The theme of this year’s Intermountain Section Annual Conference is Invest in Your Community. Just add H2O. But, how much water is enough? That is the question! Water is an essential element of both economic stability and economic development. Gochnour will help attendees better understand how the variables of population growth and policy decisions
affect water demand and supply, and impact the water sustainability of our communities.
Interesting growth trends and fascinating projections in the western US will be highlighted
during her presentation.

Ray Quay
Research Professional, Decision Center for a Desert City, Arizona State
University
Because water supply and demand face equally uncertain futures, Quay will present a
strategy that considers their relationship and anticipates a range of possible future
scenarios for these two fundamental aspects of water use. His presentation will show that
water-demand estimating and forecasting have high levels of uncertainty, particularly in the
longer time frame, and thus can also benefit from looking at a range of futures.

Mark Coleman
Vice-President, American Water Works Association and Senior VicePresident, Wade Trim
Mark Coleman is the distinguished visiting Representative from AWWA where he is a VicePresident and joins us from Detroit, Michigan. His discussions over the course of the conference will highlight AWWA’s Total Water Solutions and how AWWA provides solutions to
any type of water issue from storm water to surface water to reclaimed water. He may
even pepper in stories of how AWWA was able to help during the Flint crisis.

Michael Carpenter
Principal Investigator and Project Manager, Idaho National Laboratory
To help ensure our water security, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has built
the Water Security Test Bed (WSTB) at Idaho National Laboratory to focus on improving
America’s ability to safeguard our water systems, and to respond to contamination incidents and to natural disasters. Carpenter will discuss the ongoing research at the WSTB and
how these studies are developing methods for decontaminating pipes and equipment and
designing a better, more resilient infrastructure.
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Leadership Forum

By Keith Lord, Taylorsville-Bennion
Improvement District

POLITICS AS A LAGGING INDICATOR
Why Washington is the way it is.

“Leadership is the influence
of others in a productive,
vision-driven direction and is
done through the example,
conviction, and character of
the leader.” From Launching a
Leadership Revolution” by
Brady & Woodward

G. Tracy Mehan, III
Executive Director, Government Affairs
American Water Works Association

Some say leadership is more
art than science. In the Leadership Forum we
expose participants to all the inner workings of
water and wastewater organizations as well as
give them tools to help them become better
leaders. In the Forum we explore more topics
than just leadership. Topics such as: Utility
Financial Management, Employee Management &
Leadership Development, Legal and Regulatory
Affairs, Customer Service/Information Systems,
Engineering,
Construction,
Operations
&
Maintenance, and Public Relations & Stake
Holders.
Here is some of the comments of former
participants about the Forum:
“It was wonderful. I enjoyed learning about
all the different aspects of the industry. Thanks for
all your hard work in putting it together.” Todd
Marti

“I love that we follow the EUM attributes as
those really help to ensure that the whole picture of
being a leader is taken into account and brings the
importance of each attribute into perspective.”
Mark Chalk
The Leadership Forum is a great opportunity to
learn about the water and wastewater industry
from those that are working in this field. Sessions
are taught by talented and knowledgeable
individuals that are leaders in their field.

This column is derived from remarks delivered to the AWWA Board of Directors at ACE ’17 in Philadelphia, PA this
summer.

Washington, D.C. is sometimes referred to as 68 square miles surrounded by reality. An old joke
for sure, but things are unusually unsettled in the Federal City these days for a variety of reasons,
many of which having to do with the last election. But there are other trends, longstanding and
persistent, welling up from the very nature of contemporary American society that are driving
current political behavior with often unsettling outcomes. There are also disturbing elements of
the federal government’s fiscal situation making everything more contentious as liberals and
conservatives, Republicans and Democrats face an endless stream of lose-lose choices when it
comes to funding their preferred yet competing priorities.
This needs to be kept in mind as the water sector pursues new initiatives, say, for water
infrastructure financing, in the days ahead. Every federal dollar spent for every purpose faces
scrutiny and even good ideas rarely make it out of the political scrum. The fact that the Water
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act, AWWA’s signature legislative achievement, was funded
for the first time this year is something to celebrate. Further, with budget cuts looming large, State
Revolving Loan Funds have remained largely untouched and have even grown. This is good news,
and perhaps a rare glint of common sense in today’s troubled political waters. READ MORE

Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater, 23rd
Edition Now Available
Analysts, researchers, and regulators have relied on this peer-reviewed
publication since 1905. The trusted source of accurate, proven methodology
for analyzing natural waters, water supplies, and wastewaters. The 23rd
edition of Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater®
contains over 400 laboratory methods for the analysis of:
• Dissolved Solids
• Metals
• Free and Total Chlorine
• Odor, Taste, and Flavor Profile Analysis
• Disinfection By-products
• Radionuclides
• Total Organic Carbon
• Total and Fecal Coliform
For more information or to purchase: Standard Methods

READ MORE
REGISTER FOR LEADERSHIP FORUM
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USU Student Chapter Report
By: Kade Beck

In January, the Chapter officers met to plan
events for 2017. The Chapter planned to tour
the Utah Water Research Laboratory, JBS Water
Reclamation Facility, and Park City’s drinking
water plant. On January 30, the Chapter took
new members to visit the Utah Water Research
Laboratory. The Chapter was unable to
coordinate a time to with Park City to visit their
drinking water plant. However, on April 6, 2017,
the Chapter toured the JBS Water Reclamation
Facility in Hyrum, Utah. Seven students
participated in these tours. The Chapter looks
forward to touring other facilities in the area.
The Chapter would like to thank the
Intermountain Section of AWWA for the funding
they have provided which has made these
tours possible. In the 2017 school year, the
Chapter is planning a tour of the North Logan
water treatment plant and, if possible, a tour of
either Park City’s treatment plant or Ogden
City’s new water treatment facility. The Chapter
is also planning to host a guest speaker during
the fall 2017 semester.

Photos of USU Student Chapter (Top to Bottom):
Tour of JBS Water Reclamation Facility, Tour of
Franklin ID Treatment Plant , USU AWWA 2017
Chapter Officers. From Left to Right: Karl
Christensen, V.P.; Kade Beck, President; Tim Clark,
Events V.P.; Nora Streng, Marketing V.P.; Logan
Zollinger, Secretary.
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