Spring 2017 Newsletter

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Director’s Message
Scott Paxman, Section Director

Registration Now Open at
www.ims-awwa.org

As I come to the close of my tenure as AWWA
Director for the Intermountain Section, I
wanted to voice my appreciation to the Section
membership for this opportunity. I have
learned much from so many great people at
the Association level. I have developed many
friendships that I will hopefully never forget. I
have really come to learn that the more you get
involved within any organization, the more you
yourself benefit from that service. I would encourage everyone to get
more involved in AWWA and continue to make it an organization that
we can all be proud of. READ MORE

Upcoming Events
May 17
May 18
May 18
June 11-14
July 11
October 11-13

Administrative Professionals Lunch
IMS AWWA Section Board Meeting
Lunch with the Boss – A Student & YP Lunch Meet-Up

ACE17 - Philadelphia, PA
FREE Idaho Small Systems EPA Water Compliance Class
Intermountain Section Annual Conference, Sun Valley, ID

Section Chair’s Message

Rick Wheadon to Become
Honorary Member of
AWWA

Delmas Johnson, Section Chair

We are enjoying the beauty of Spring and all of the newness that
comes with that. Most of you are very busy with your stewardships
relative to our public water systems. I am always hopeful that our
conservation minded water users have taken advantage of a wet
spring and minimized their outdoor water use to this point.
The Intermountain Section held a wonderful Mid-year Conference in
Midway on April 5th. Many of you joined with us, and I believe it was
our best Mid-year Conference yet. Topics were fresh and relevant to our members and we
had opportunity to meet new members. Our keynote speakers in Marie Owens and Gene
Shawcroft were memorable and shed new perspective on our industry...READ MORE

The Intermountain Section is Happy to
Announce the One AWWA Operator
Scholarship
Alane E. Boyd, Executive Director
In early 2015, AWWA created a philanthropic program called The
Water Equation, which is based on the idea that Knowledge +
Sharing = Transformation. One of AWWA's strategies for solving this
equation is to focus on the knowledge variable in the equation and
grow AWWA's existing scholarship portfolio into the world's largest
scholarship portfolio for water. Step one in growing AWWA's scholarship program is to
help solve the funding challenges of water operator education. To do this, AWWA has
created the One AWWA Operator Scholarship READ MORE

One AWWA Operator
Scholarship—Apply Today!
The One AWWA Operator Scholarship was
created to address the present and future
needs for Operators by providing training and
educational funding. Matching dollars from the
Association and the Intermountain Section will
be used to generate the award for this new
Operator scholarship.
AWWA’s The Water Equation Campaign and the
Intermountain Section, will award the One
AWWA Operator Scholarship in the amount of
$1,000.00 for Water Operator training and
education. The Scholarship award can be used
for certification/licensure, two-year water
related associate degree, technical school
program, professional training program, books
and manuals, and operator related
conferences.
Each scholarship recipient will receive a oneyear AWWA Operator membership.
The Applicant must be a current water operator
or seeking to enter the water operator
profession and they must be pursuing an
Operator’s License or Certification, two or fouryear degree related to the water operator
profession, or professional development.
Deadline for Applications is August 1, 2017.
Download Application Here

Rick Wheadon, always one of the great
supporters of AWWA, past away this
year. To honor Rick, AWWA and the
Intermountain Section are happy to
announce that he
will be receiving the
AWWA Honorary
Member Award
posthumously. This
award is presented
to an individual
whose
contributions and
accomplishments in
the field of water
warrant special
recognition.
In memory of Rick, his citation reads as
follows:
For Rick’s contribution to the field of
water, including over 30 years of service,
exceptional leadership, and his longterm vision for the industry.
Dave Pitcher with
Central Utah
Water
Conservancy
District will
accept the award
at ACE17 during
the Opening
General Session.

Annual Conference
Presentations

Annual Conference
By: Bryon Elwell
It is that time of year again to start
thinking about the AWWA IMS Annual
Conference.
This is the 60th Annual
Conference and the location is Sun Valley,
Idaho at the Sun Valley Resort.
The
conference will run from Wednesday,
October 11th through Friday, October 13th,
2017.
This year’s annual conference theme is
“Invest in your community just add H2O”.
This theme will be seen throughout the
conference from our opening general
session
keynote
to
our
technical
presentations and finishing with our
closing luncheon. The technical program
we are lining up will have over 40
presentations on a variety of topics (see
list on this page) that should be of interest
to
operators,
engineers,
scientists,
managers and other water industry
professionals.
Other conference activities that we have
all become accustomed to will include a
Water Operators Day on Wednesday with
six technical sessions geared towards
operators to help them with their
certification and continuing education
requirements. An exhibit hall will be open
for the first two days of the conference
and will be packed with a variety of
different Vendors offering their products
and services that support the water
industry. Of course the exhibit hall will
also be the location to network, take a
break, have a snack/treat and even have a
chance to win a prize at the daily raffles.
READ MORE

Here are just a few of the great presentations that will be
presented at this year’s Annual Conference:


Unique Challenges Lead to Unique Chlorination
Design



Why Disinfection of Coliforms fails 50% of the time:
Two unique ways to stop coliforms and biofilm
problems in your wells



Will your Floc Sed Survive the Big One? SLCPU's Will.



Drought Management Planning - What to Do Before
Your Well Runs Dry



Meter Technology - Looking to the Future



The Conflict and Controversy of Water Conservation



How Much Energy Does Your Water Cost? Trends
from Utah, Idaho, and Beyond



Full Scale Biological Filtration at the Duchesne Valley
Water Treatment Plant



Long Term Algae Trends In Deer Creek Reservoir



Water Quality Modeling for Distribution Systems: An
Accurate, Efficient, and Cost Effective Solution



Latest Developments in Hollow Fiber Membrane
Technology Globally for Drinking Water Treatment



How a $1.5B Progressive Design Build Treatment
Project Attacks Challenging Water



Panic, Lie, or Point Fingers. What is a utility to do to
stay out of the news with lead and copper issues and
red water?



Determination and characterization of organic matter
to optimize potable reuse treatment



DNAPL's Revenge - The Fate of A Contaminated
Aquifer



I know I need an Air Valve, but How do I Know what
Size?



Training on Utility Plans



Confined Space Safety



Optimizing Polymer Efficiency for Clarification/Sludge
Treatment at Water Treatment Plants



Water Audit Validation - The Advent of the Data
Validation Methodology

Welcome to Our
Newest Members

Nominees for 2nd Trustee Due June 30, 2016
Pam Gill, Past Chair

It is time to submit your nominations for 2nd Trustee of the
Intermountain Section of American Water Works Association (IMSAWWA). All Trustee Nominations are to be submitted to the Nominating
Committee by June 30, 2017.
The 2nd Trustee will be elected at the Annual Conference in October 2017
in Sun Valley, ID The 2nd Trustee will serve a one-year term and
traditionally advance to the office of Chair and Past-Chair. The overall length of service is a
six-year term.
Please forward nominations to Pamela Gill, Nominating Committee Chair, at
pgill@kearnsid.org by the date above. The Nominating Committee will meet to consider all
nominations submitted and will present candidates to the Intermountain Section Board for
approval. Submit Your Nominations Today!

Awards Nominations
Due July 28, 2017
If you work with someone who deserves to be
recognized, go to our awards page and download
the form to nominate them! Awards include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outstanding Administrator
Award of Merit
Distinguished Public Service
Outstanding Operator
Outstanding Service
Charlies W. Wilson Award
Safety Awards

Find out details by going to the website

Natalie Moore
Aron Frisk
Brandon Barkey
Doug Bradfield
Steve Maughan
Shawn Ellis
Kim Hurst
Curtis Vanwagoner
Julia Geisler
Bradley Jeppson
William Peterson
David Beratto
Eldon Fisher
Troy Snow
Bradley Clawson
Edward Mathieu
Shyloh Muhlestein
Rob Miller
Gary Thomas
Lisa Merrill
Kristeen
Lane Pierce
Schumacher
Jeffery Upright
Greg Allred
Ryan Taylor
Devan Peterson
Todd Smith
Matt Dalton
Todd Poulsen
Jeff Monson
Van Peterson
Braden Curtis
Jeff Small
Parry Osborn
Brady Probst
Brett Boissevain
Brett Singley
John Lovato
Mark Nelson
Samuel
Marian Rice
Christiansen
Kurt Spjute
Daren Anderson
Art Wollenweber
Jacob Harman

Water Week 2017 Activities
•

Poster
Contest

Library
Program

Photo
Contest

Utah Division of Water Resources 4th Grade Poster Contest

Beautiful Cottonwood Canyon

H2O Girl and Sidekick Guppy

Garden
Fairs
Hero Hydrant, H20 Heroes Volunteer, Trouble in Troublesome Creek, Water Runs
Through this Book
Water Week Radio Interviews with Nicole Baser talking about the Library Program, the Section’s
Partnership with iUtah and Central Utah Water Conservancy District, and the photo contest.
Monday-Friday
KCYN 97.1 FM in Moab 8:40 a.m. and 4:50 p.m.
KOAL 750 AM in Price 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

KYAH 540 AM in Delta 2:15 a.m. and 3:15 p.m.
KCPX 1490 AM in Spanish Valley 7:40 a.m and 4:40 pm

4th Grade Poster Contest Sponsored by the Utah
Division of Water Resources
• Various Garden Fairs and Classes throughout the
Month of May
• Donated books to approximately 200 libraries in Utah
and Southeastern Idaho
 40 Library
Volunteers set up
displays
 Nancy Bo Flood,
author of Water
Runs Through this
Book gave
presentations to
various classes and
libraries during
Water Week.
 Central Utah Water Conservancy District provided
STEM Activity Packages to go along with the library
materials. Also, they provided in library
demonstrations and presentations.
• 10 photos submitted in this year’s photo contest.
Contest winners:
 First Place Winner is Beautiful Cottonwood
Canyon by J Hooton
 Second Place winner is H2O Heroes volunteer to
help monitor water quality at Utah’s community
fisheries by Brian Brinkerhoff
 Best Fits Theme winner is H2O girl and sidekick
guppy fighting water wasting one day at a time by
Sterling Brinkerhoff
 Most Unique winner is Hero Hydrant by Jared
Oldroyd
Thank you to all the volunteers and Section Staff that
help run this valuable program each year!

Cleaning Water and Cutting Budgets: A
Case for the Water Infrastructure
Finance and Innovation Act
By G. Tracy Mehan, III and Ian D. Gansler

We expect that when we make our morning coffee or mix a baby’s formula, we’re using water
that is safe to drink. In reality, our nation is facing an investment crisis, with $1 trillion needed
over the next 25 years if we are to maintain current levels of service for a growing population.
The longer this investment is delayed, the more expensive it will become.
This is truly a bipartisan issue, with Democrats and Republicans alike admitting it is time to find
a solution. On the campaign trail President Donald Trump called attention to the issue, promising to, “refocus the EPA on its core mission of ensuring clean air and clean, safe drinking water
for all Americans” at a speech in Pittsburgh. In his first address to Congress, President Trump
reiterated his call for a $1 trillion infrastructure investment package.

Midyear Conference
By Darek Kimball

We had a great midyear conference in April!
Due to the popularity of the annual mid-year
conference, and increasing number of
attendees, the venue was moved to Zermatt
Resort in Midway, Utah. We had quite a good
attendance, and appreciate all those who
made the trip. I think all felt it worth the
short drive. Hopefully everyone made a new
friend during the day. The weather was
beautiful, and the breakout sessions were
well attended and offered quite a variety of
topics to choose from. Topics included;
Source
Water
Issues,
Infrastructure,
contaminants, Water Loss (audit), and
fluoride safety training. It seems that every
year there is a “topic of the day” that comes
up just in time for this conference. READ
MORE

At the same time, the Federal Government faces immense budgetary constraints. According to
the Congressional Budget Office’s report, “The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2017-2027,” federal debt is projected to rise from 77% of GDP today to an all-time high of 145% of GDP by 2047,
exceeding record post-WWII levels of 106% of GDP. Entitlement spending programs like Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid also loom in the future as crippling budgetary outlays,
dwarfing the current levels of federal debt. Lawmakers face twin pressures to solve problems
and save money.
The Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) is one solution that could strike that
balance. WIFIA is a financing program, meaning its assistance comes in the form of loans. Any
money paid out for projects comes back to the government as the loan is repaid. Towns and cities undergoing infrastructure projects often do not have the cash on hand to pay for the work,
so they look to loans and bonds to raise funds, paying it back over the years. Rather than taking
out a high-interest loan, WIFIA allows borrowers to take out a loan from the US Treasury, which
offers the lowest interest loans on the market.
The current appropriation for WIFIA is $20 million. While this is a drop in the bucket when it
comes to the federal budget, that drop will go a long way. The $20 million is only the “subsidy
cost” of WIFIA, meaning it covers infrastructure projects that will default and never pay back the
loan. The Fitch Rating Agency estimates that only about 0.04% of water infrastructure projects
end in default, an extremely reliable rate. That means every dollar appropriated to WIFIA can
leverage $67 in investment. If Congress appropriates WIFIA the full $45 million that it authorized
for FY2018, the program could leverage in excess of $2 billion in credit assistance. READ MORE

Water For People Benefit
Golf Tournament was a Huge
Success!
By: Lane Peirce
The Water for People Intermountain Section
has successfully held their 13th Annual
Benefit Golf Tournament. On May 9, in honor
of AWWA National Drinking Water Week,
approximately 80 participants teed off at the
beautiful Thanksgiving Point Golf Course in
Lehi, Utah. The weather was sunny and warm
as the teams made their way around the
course. The Water for People Benefit
Tournament was supported by numerous
companies associated with the water industry
who sponsored various aspects of the
tournament including specific holes, meals,
and the tournament itself. A lunch was served
in the club house immediately following the
tournament. The winning team was
announced and the “pass the hat” tradition
ensued. “Pass the hat” continues to be a
success at the tournament thanks to the
generous participants who contributed an
additional $450 dollars for the Water for
People cause. The Water for People
Intermountain Section would like to thank all
who donated and participated in this year’s
tournament to help raise funds for a worthy
charity.
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