Winter 2017 Newsletter
Thank You to Our Sponsors

Director’s Message
Scott Paxman, Section Director
This winter is off to a fantastic start and we
hope it continues. With Snow Water
Equivalent (SWE) around 170% at this point,
and forecasted runoff around 110%, it is
looking very promising.
News from the Association:
It was the work of AWWA utility members that
turned WIFIA (Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation
Act) from a dream into the most significant piece of water
infrastructure legislation in decades. READ MORE

Upcoming Events
Now
February 21
February 23
March 10
April 5
May 7-13
May 17
May 9
May 18
June 11-14
October 11-13

Annual Conference Call for Abstracts
Water Week Library Program Volunteer Orientation
IMS AWWA Section Board Meeting
RMSO
Midyear Educational Extravaganza
Water Week
Administrative Professionals Lunch
Water For People Benefit Golf Tournament
IMS AWWA Section Board Meeting
ACE17 - Philadelphia, PA
Intermountain Section Annual Conference, Sun Valley, ID

Section Chair’s Message
Delmas Johnson, Section Chair

2017 is well underway and I truly hope that all of our members are
prospering in this robust and wet winter season we are enjoying. I
think we are all grateful for a good snowpack.
We had an excellent Council and Committee Retreat at the end of
January. Our Council and Committee Chairs and the rest of the
Board came to share in an objective reset for the year and a re-energizing of our Vision
and Mission as a Section. It is always rewarding to rub shoulders with such great
colleagues. READ MORE

Total Water Solutions: Because One
Solution Does Not Fit All
Alane E. Boyd, Executive Director
As a member of the Association’s Strategic Coordination Team
(SCT) I have had the opportunity to help set direction for One
AWWA by implementing programs through AWWA2020. The
area that I focus my expertise in is branding. Recently, the SCT
has turned it sites to the Total Water Solutions Brand.
The phrase “Total Water Solutions” was first used in AWWA’s 2013 Strategic
Plan. READ MORE

Membership Summit
Each year the Association holds a
Membership Summit in Denver to help
Sections plan their membership goals for the
year. It is a wonderful experience hearing
what is working (and not working) in other
Sections across the world and how we can
improve.
This year’s focus was Engaging the YGeneration. Our keynote speaker, Sarah
Sladek, gave Section
representatives some
insight in the mind-set
of the generation born
post-1985 and how
their minds work. This
generation is the first
generation born after
the Industrial Age and
the first generation in
the Technology Age. READ MORE

Follow us for updated
content!

Marie Owens
Appointed
Head of Utah
Division of
Drinking Water
Congratulations to IMS AWWA
member, Marie Owens, on her new
position as Director of the Utah
Division of Drinking Water!

Member
Engagement
Committee
Report
Kim Bell, Member
Engagement Committee Chair
The Membership Engagement
Committee focuses on engaging our new
members with welcome emails and
phone calls. We also have booths at
our Midyear and Annual Conference to
have face-to-face engagement with new
and current members. One of the main
goals is to create an atmosphere where
new members feel that they are a part of
our Section and give them a sense of
belonging and a wish to get involved.
Being the “new guy” can be difficult so
our goal is to lessen the possible feeling
of being new and engage them with
existing members and involve them in
our activities. Just being a resource for
contact to ask any question or help refer
them to someone who can aid them is a
valuable tool that we use as a
committee.

The committee can always use an extra
hand so contact Kim Bell to help!

Welcome to Our
Newest Members
City of Franklin Idaho

Carl Adams

David Hartvigsen

Leslie Beus

John Reavis

Rick Black

Steven Hanson

Michelle Call

Brad Mabey

Kort Ware

Jeremy Kimpton

Kaleb Nelson

Jon Hilbert

Jake Goodsell

Jeff Connor

Ryan Weller

Amy Carmellini

Tim Clark

Timothy Place

Doug Evans

Conor Tyson

Sara Alger

Frank Ferrante

McKay Hardy

Gary Faulkner

Erika Fletcher

Prasanna Dahal

Taylor Stauffer

Philip Shaul

Kimberly Eden

Hayden Coombs

Jorge Espinoza

Nathan Leituala

Nathan Lunstad

Bruce Black

Scott Collins

Sam Grenlie

Dallen Webster

Using Utility Management Standards to Optimize
Operations
Eva Nieminski and Gerard Yates Author
Journal AWWA Article
In the September 2016 Journal AWWA article, titled
"Using Utility Management Standards to Optimize
Operations," authors, Eva Nieminski, Kan Oberoi, Chi
Ho Sham, and Gerard Yates, describe the benefits of
applying AWWA's Utility Management Standards to
improve operations. Successful application of
Standards G-100, G-200, and G-300 is demonstrated
through case study examples, highlighting the benefits
realized by drinking water utilities.

Hank Childers and Washington County Water Conservancy District were highlighted in
the article for their use of the G-100 Standard to examine what they were doing well and
what needed improvement. Other systems included Partnership for Safe Water
subscriber and Directors Award recipient, Beaver Water District (Arkansas), and the City
of Montrose, Colorado. READ MORE

Administrative Professionals
Michelle Ketchum, Administrative Services
The topic of the Admin Professionals lunch on November
17, 2016 was “Where Do You See Yourself in the Future
and How Do You Become that Person”. We had the
privilege of hearing from JoEllen Kunz, the co-owner of
the Great Harvest Bread Co. in
Taylorville who has a very
dynamic and positive influence
on others. JoEllen has been
running her business for over
21 years and shared with us her
inspiring story. READ MORE

Awards Deadline
July 28, 2017
Nomination forms will be
available on the Section’s Site on
March 1, 2017

Council & Committee
Retreat
The Intermountain Section AWWA
Council and Committee Retreat was held
at Jordan Valley Water Conservancy
District on Thursday, January 27,
2017. Alane Boyd provided an update on
the 2016 strategic initiatives. Delmas
Johnson discussed the power of our
stories and shared his vision of how to
have members share their stories
throughout the year. Alane presented
AWWA’s Total Water Solutions branding.
(Alane discusses this in more detail in her
Executive Director report on Page 2.) We
were pleased to have Cynthia Lane,
Director of Engineering & Technical
Services at AWWA, call into the retreat
and present what AWWA has for
resources to manage water from the
source, to the tap, to the reintroduction
into the environment. The Council Chairs
each took some time to discuss what it
means to become a “Total Water
Solutions” section. The retreat finished
up with Alane walking the councils
through program action plans.

Legislative Update
Todd Marti, Public Affairs Committee
In case you were wondering, the State of Utah has no plans to start up the Great Salt
Lake Pump Station in the next 4-5 years, even with our high snowpack levels. If you’re
too young to understand this, check out http://www.water.utah.gov/GSL/. This will have
to wait until water can actually be seen with binoculars from the pump station. Senate
Bill 113 would move money to the State Engineer to speed up adjudication in the Salt
Lake Valley (to be complete in the next 10-12 years), and Senate Bill 251 would set
criteria to have funds released from the Water Infrastructure Restricted Account.
These discussions were some of the highlights at the 2017 AWWA Legislative Update at
the Utah State Capitol on February 13th. Attendees from many different municipalities
and agencies (and those in the AWWA Leadership Forum) were treated to multiple guest
speakers (including one Legislator) highlighting some of the main topics coming up during
the 2017 Utah Legislative Session. READ MORE

Congratulations to our 2017 Section
Scholarship Winners
Diversity Scholarship Awardee:

Jorge Espinoza

Undergraduate Scholarship Awardee:

Dominique Bertrand

Graduate Scholarship Awardee:

Stetson Bassett

Eva Nieminski Scholarship Awardee:

Kade Beck

Creating a Legacy of Reliable
Water Storage
City of West Jordan, Utah
As a rapidly growing suburb of Salt Lake City and the fourth
largest city in Utah, the City of West Jordan (City) has a long
standing tradition of providing quality infrastructure to its
nearly 104,000 customers. Nestled near the center of the
City, two 4.0 million gallon (MG) “Grizzly Way” prestressed
concrete water tanks serve as an excellent reminder of the
commitment of the public works department to provide
long term, cost effective solutions for the City’s growing water needs. In recent years, the American Society of
Civil Engineers reported that the United States is in dire need of infrastructure improvements as the aging
infrastructure of decades past continues to degrade. The City’s dedication to providing its communities with
sustainable infrastructure is evident in their decision to specify an AWWA D110 Type I prestressed concrete tank
for all of their new tank installations since 1989. The exceptional performance and low maintenance of each tank
has permitted the City to continue to specify prestressed concrete tanks. The tanks play a critical role in providing
long term, very low maintenance solutions while keeping the tradition of building infrastructure that will
continue to serve future generations.
As the City grew, it struggled to find a suitable site for the construction of additional water storage. A significant
amount of time was spent determining the best site for building the two Grizzly Way tanks, the City’s eighth and
tenth prestressed water tanks, which brought the City’s total storage capacity to 37.5 million gallons. One of the
challenges was that most of the property owners along Grizzly Way had other plans for their properties rather
than addressing the need for adequate water infrastructure. However, the two 4.0 MG tanks were absolutely
necessary to provide additional water to supply to two of the many pressure zones that provide water in areas
where the population is currently concentrated and is continuing to grow. One of the advantages of choosing a
prestressed concrete tank is its ability to be fully or partially buried. The City decided to bury the newest tank on
the same site as its existing sister tank, thereby reducing any aesthetic impact on the neighboring residents.
Some of the features of the City’s prestressed concrete water tanks that contributed to the extremely long life of
the structures were the seismically resilient freed base and roof connections, as well as the vertically and
circumferentially prestressed concrete walls. The tank walls were placed in compression using DN Tanks’
sophisticated prestressing process that allowed the continuous application and monitoring of the prestressing
strand with very stringent quality-control tolerances. Upon completion of the prestressing, the strand was
encased and protected with shotcrete.

DN Tanks was proud to partner with the City of West Jordan and its project team on this important project which
helped complete the northern leg of the City of West Jordan’s master water plan and furthered its legacy of
ensuring water reliability to both current and future customers.
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