
2020 Official Rules for the Indiana State Bar Association Moot Court Competition 
Hosted by the Law Student Committee 

 

 
(1) Competition Format & Problem  

a. Format. The competition shall involve an appellate proceeding based upon an 

actual request for transfer filed with the Indiana Supreme Court. The competition 

shall consist of two stages, a brief-writing stage and an oral argument stage.  

b. Problem. The competition will address specified legal issues on appeal. 

c. Materials. The competition materials will include the Record from the actual 

case in the original request for transfer filed with the Indiana Supreme Court. The 

competition materials are posted on the Moot Court Competition webpage 

accessible through the ISBA website, https://www.inbar.org/. The case problem 

is open, meaning that teams may also reference outside materials in their research 

for oral arguments and their briefs. Please note that all outside materials must be 

properly and reliably cited. Judges may inquire about sources of information 

within and outside the record. 

d. Teams. Each school may field up to two teams. Additional teams from each 

school may participate if the roster cannot be filled by two teams from each 

school or if competition capacity otherwise allows. Each team shall be comprised 

of at least a two-person advocacy team. Up to one additional participant may 

write the brief, in whole or in conjunction with the advocates. Additional 

participants must also be current law students.  

e. Coaches. Each team may have a coach. A coach shall not assist in the brief 

writing process unless the coach is a current law student. 

f. Law Student Committee. The ISBA Law Student Committee (“LSC”) shall be 

responsible for administering the competition. For the purposes of these Rules, 

the LSC shall include any practitioners, judges, and professors chosen by the 

LSC to aid in the administration of the competition. After consulting these Rules 
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and all other appropriate materials, advocates may direct any unanswered 

questions or concerns about the competition to LSC Chair Rachel J. Myers 

(rajmyers@iu.edu) or ISBA Section & Committee Liaison Rebecca Smith 

(rsmith@inbar.org). 

(2) Briefs  

a. Briefing Assignment. Each team shall write a brief on the competition problem. 

The LSC shall randomly assign to each team the side of the case to be briefed 

(i.e., Petitioner or Respondent). The briefs will have the procedural posture of 

petitions to transfer and briefs in response to petitions seeking transfer. 

b. Form of Briefs. The brief shall be formatted according to Indiana Rules of 

Appellate Procedure, with the exception that all citations to authorities shall 

conform to the rules of the 20th Edition of the Bluebook. Relevant guidance is 

found in Indiana Appellate Rules 43, 44, and 57. The current rules are searchable 

online or at https://www.in.gov/judiciary/rules/appellate/index.html.  

i. Citations to Authorities. Indiana Appellate Rule 22. 

ii. Citing to the Record. Record citations shall be in accordance with Indiana 

Appellate Rule 22. Any factual statement shall be supported by a citation 

to the volume and page where it appears in an Appendix, and if not 

contained in an Appendix, to the volume and page it appears in the 

Transcript or exhibits, e.g., Appellant's App. Vol. II p.5; Tr. Vol. I, pp. 

231-32.  

c. Brief Length Limitations  

i. Word Limit. Briefs must contain no more than 4,200 words, exclusive of 

the cover page, the table of contents, the table of authorities, and the 

word count certificate.  

ii. Form of Word Count Certificate. The brief shall include a word count 

certificate. The certificate shall appear on the last page in the following 

form:  
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Word Count Certificate  

I certify that I have performed a word count and this brief contains 

_____ words.  

/s/ Competition ID  

d. Time & Method of Submitting Briefs  

i. Submission Deadline. All briefs must be submitted to Rebecca Smith 

(rsmith@inbar.org) by Friday, March 20, 2020, no later than 5:30 p.m. 

Eastern Standard Time.  

ii. Extensions of Time. No extensions of time shall be granted. Late briefs 

shall be scored in accordance with Section 7.  

iii. Method of Submission. All briefs must be submitted in electronic form 

(PDF is preferred) to Rebecca Smith (rsmith@inbar.org) by the 

submission deadline. Teams should save and submit their brief using the 

side of the case brief followed by their Competition ID (e.g. “Petitioner 

1234” or “Respondent 9876” ).  

e. Arrangement & Contents of Briefs. All briefs shall conform to Indiana  

Appellate Rule of Procedure 57(G), except that briefs shall not require a 

Certificate of Service and the Word Count Certificate should be in the format 

provided above. Additionally, the brief should be signed using an advocate’s 

Competition ID.  

f. Anonymity. Advocates shall not include their name or name of the law school 

they attend in the brief.  

(3) Oral Arguments  

a. Number of Arguments. Each team will deliver two Preliminary-Round oral 

arguments during the competition, one for Petitioner and one for Respondent. 

From the Preliminary Round, the top four scoring teams will advance to the 

Semifinal Round with one oral argument for each team. In the Semifinal Round, 
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the team with the highest score will compete against the team with the fourth-

highest score. The team with the second-highest score will compete against the 

team with the third-highest score—i.e., 1 v. 4 & 2 v. 3. In each Semifinal-Round 

argument, the higher-ranked team will choose which side of the argument to 

present—i.e. petitioner or respondent. At the close of each Semifinal-Round 

argument, the judges will confer and select a winner between the two teams 

based purely upon the oral argument presented in the Semifinal Round, with the 

winner advancing to the Final Round. The Final Round will consist of one oral 

argument between the two teams advancing from the Semifinal Round. In the 

Final Round, the team with the higher seed, as determined at the conclusion of 

the Preliminary Round, shall choose which side of the argument to present. At 

the close of the Final Round, the judges will confer and select a winner between 

the two teams based purely upon the oral argument presented in the Final Round. 

In the event the judges of the Semifinal Round or the Final Round are unable to 

select a winner, a tie will be adjudged and resolved in accordance with the 

procedures of 7(c)(ii) & (iii), infra. 

b. Schedule. The LSC will determine a schedule and distribute the schedule to the 

teams. The preliminary rounds will begin the morning of Friday, April 3, 2020, 

and the final round will conclude in the afternoon the same day.  

c. Issues to be Argued. The Preliminary Round will include one argument from the 

side briefed by the team and one argument off-brief. Subsequent arguments will 

be assigned as set forth in 3(a), supra.  

d. Duration of Argument. During each round of oral argument, each team is allotted 

20 minutes to argue its side of the case. The advocates may divide this time as 

they see fit, provided that each advocate must argue for no fewer than 5 minutes. 

Judges may exercise their discretion to extend an advocate’s allotted time. Each 

team is responsible for advising the bailiff on the allocation of time between each 

competitor. In the absence of any advisement, the bailiff is to presume the 

advocates are splitting the allotted time evenly—i.e. 10 minutes per advocate. 

e. Rebuttal. Teams arguing for the Petitioner may reserve up to five minutes of their 

allotted 20 minutes for rebuttal. Only one advocate from a team may deliver a 
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rebuttal argument. Teams presenting as Petitioner are to advise the bailiff of the 

time to be reserved for rebuttal prior to initiation of the argument. The teams 

shall also request permission to reserve rebuttal time from the judges as part of 

their oral arguments—e.g., “Your honors, we respectfully request to reserve two 

minutes for rebuttal.” 

f. Visual Aids. Advocates are not permitted to use visual aids during their 

arguments.  

g. Promptness. Any advocate who is more than five minutes late for an oral 

argument without a bona fide excuse shall be considered to have forfeited their 

argument, and their score for that round shall be a zero.  

(4) Bailiffs: The Law Student Committee shall provide a bailiff for the oral arguments. 

Teams are strongly encouraged to contact the LSC if they plan to provide their own 

bailiff. Anyone except a competition oral advocate may serve as bailiff. The bailiff shall 

be responsible for calling the court to order at the beginning of the argument and keeping 

track of the advocates’ time during the argument.  

(5) Scouting: Generally, no advocate shall observe any oral argument to which that 

advocate is not a party, if the advocate’s team is still in the competition.  

Eliminated teams are encouraged to observe competition.  

(6) Protests: Protests must pertain to serious, prejudicial improprieties only. Protests must 

be lodged with an LSC representative within 15 minutes following the conclusion of the 

argument. The LSC will determine, in its sole judgment, an appropriate remedy, which 

may include rescoring or re-argument. The LSC’s decision is final.  

(7) Scoring  

a. Brief Score. Professors and practitioners shall score the advocates’ briefs. Each 

brief shall be scored on a 100-point scale.  

i. Rubric. The grading system or rubric will be determined by the LSC. If the 

LSC chooses to make the rubric available prior to brief submission, the 

LSC shall distribute the rubric to every team.  
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ii. Penalties  

1. Lateness. Briefs submitted after the deadline for submission shall 

be assessed a penalty. The penalties are as follows:  

A. 1 minute to 24 hours late: 10-point penalty  

B. 24 to 48 hours late: 20-point penalty  

C. 48 to 72 hours late: 30-point penalty  

D. More than 72 hours late: No points shall be awarded, and 

the team shall forfeit.  

2. Word Count. Briefs that exceed the word limit designated for the 

brief shall be assessed a penalty. The penalties are as follows:  

A. 1 to 50 words over: 10-point penalty  

B. 51 to 100 words over: 15-point penalty  

C. 101 words over or more: 20-point penalty  

3. Citations and Sources. Citations, especially to sources from outside 

the record, will be checked by the LSC for accuracy. Inaccurate or 

unverifiable citations to sources shall be assessed a penalty. The 

penalties are as follows: 

A. Fewer than 2 unverifiable sources cited: 10-point penalty 

B. 2 to 5 unverifiable sources: 15-point penalty  

C. 5 or more unverifiable sources: 20-point penalty  

D. Clearly inaccurate assertions or blatantly incorrect 

citations may result in disqualification of the brief, based 

on the assessment of the LSC brief judges. Prior to a 

decision about disqualification, teams will be given the 
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chance to respond to inquiries about inaccuracies via email 

prior to the competition to correct the error and remain in 

good standing. 

b. Oral Argument Score: Judges will score each advocate for each argument on a 

100-point scale.  

i. Scoring Method. If the LSC chooses to make a rubric available prior to 

the Competition, it will make the rubric available to all teams.  

ii. Preliminary Round. For the Preliminary Round only, the LSC will 

compute and use an average oral argument score for each advocacy team.  

c. Composite Scores. At the conclusion of the Preliminary Round, the LSC shall 

compute a composite score for each team as follows:  

i. Preliminary Round. The LSC will weigh composite scores as follows: (i) 

60% advocates’ oral argument scores combined from Preliminary Round 

arguments, and (ii) 40% brief’s score.  

ii. Semifinal Round. The judges will select a winning team from each 

Semifinal-Round argument to advance to the Final Round. The judges 

may utilize the same rubric and scoring method from the Preliminary 

Round as resources. However, the winner shall be determined by 

majority vote of the panel. If the judges should be unable to reach an 

agreement and a tie is adjudged, then the tie-breaker shall go to the 

higher-seeded team. Judges shall make a good-faith effort to determine a 

prevailing team before resorting to the tie-breaker. 

iii. Final Round. The judges may utilize the same rubric and scoring method 

from the Preliminary Round as resources. However, the winner shall be 

determined by majority vote of the panel. If the judges should be unable 

to reach an agreement and a tie is adjudged, then the tie-breaker shall go 

to the higher-seeded team. Judges shall make a good-faith effort to 

determine a prevailing team before resorting to the tie-breaker. 
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(8) Outside Assistance: Teams must rely only their own members including the two 

advocates and an additional brief writer, if utilized. Participants may utilize non-

participant peers as moot panel members or for minimal constructive feedback, but no 

non-team-member may significantly contribute to the writing or editing of the brief or 

the development of the argument.  

(9) Miscellaneous  

a. Interpretation. The LSC shall, in its sole discretion, interpret these rules.  

Such interpretations are final.  

b. Amendment. The LSC may, in its sole discretion, amend these rules. If the LSC 

amends a rule, it shall send notice of such amendment to all teams at the same 

time and as soon as possible.  

  


