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IN THE INDIANA COURT OF APPEALS 

APPELLATE CASE NO. 18A-CR-02041 

 

JOHN SOLOMON,   ) Marion Superior Court 

Appellant (Defendant below), ) Criminal Division 14 

      ) 

 vs.     )  No. 49G14-1704-CM-13921 

      ) 

STATE OF INDIANA,   ) The Honorable  

Appellee (Plaintiff below).  ) Jose Salinas, Judge 

  
APPELLANT’S MOTION FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 

 
 The Appellant, through counsel, respectfully requests this Court schedule 

oral argument in this case under Appellate Rule 52.  In support of this motion, 

the Appellant states the following: 

1. This appeal presents an issue of first impression in Indiana: Does the 

statute criminalizing possession of marijuana violate the right to liberty 

and pursuit of happiness in Article 1, Section 1 of the Indiana 

Constitution when applied to an adult who is not driving or otherwise 

impacting the safety or well-being of others? 

2. In addressing that issue, the State has raised a number of concerns, 

including waiver, whether Section 1 provides judicially enforceable 

rights, and the applicability and reach of existing Section 1 precedent.  

Oral argument would be helpful in considering those issues, as well as 

the critical issue of whether possession of a single blunt of marijuana 

poses any harm to the community. 

3. This case would likely be of particular interest to a college or law school 

audience as part of this Court’s “Appeals on Wheels” program.   
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WHEREFORE, John Solomon respectfully requests that this Court enter an order 

setting oral argument in this case.  Counsel respectfully requests the argument 

not be scheduled on a Tuesday afternoon (because of his teaching obligations) or 

on February 21-25 or March 13-15 (because he will be out of the state). 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I certify that the foregoing motion was served by electronic filing 

through the IEFS upon Deputy Attorney General George Sherman on this 

6th day of January, 2018. 

      /s/ Joel M. Schumm 

      Joel M. Schumm 

 

Joel M. Schumm 

530 W. New York #229 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 

(317) 951-4060 

JoelSchumm@aol.com 
 


