
 

 

House of Delegates 
 

RULE V. The Order of Business A.  The order of business of the House each day shall include 
the following: 1. The roll call, by the Secretary, of the membership of the House, except that 
such call may be waived when there is a registration immediately before a session to as-certain 
members present; 2. Approval of the Calendar as Order of the Day; 3. Offering resolutions for 
reference to the Committee on Draft; 4. Unfinished business from the preceding day or session; 
5. The special orders of business for the day; 6. The next item on the published calendar for that 
meeting of the House; and 7. New business. Any subject may, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present, be made a special order of business. B.  The calendar for each meeting of the 
House shall include: 1. Presentation of any matters which any Section or Standing or Special 
Committee of the Association is required, or wishes, to bring before the House. Committee and 
Section reports shall be submitted to the principal office of the Association in the manner 
provided in Bylaws XIII and XIV of the Association, respectively. 2. Presentation of any matters 
which any local bar association, or any professional legal organization wishes to bring before the 
House. 3. Any such matter to be so presented by the afore-mentioned entities shall be submitted 
in written form to the Chair not less than ten days prior to the date of such meeting. C.  Questions 
relating to the priority of business shall be decided by the presiding officer, subject to appeal to 
the House.  Any such appeals shall be decided by majority vote of the members present. 

 

ARTICLE VIII.   HOUSE OF DELEGATES A. There shall be a House of Delegates, which 
shall control and determine policy of this Association, with all powers incidental thereto, except 
as otherwise limited by these Articles of Association. B. The House of Delegates shall be 
composed of members of this Association in good standing as follows: 1. Delegates from the 
Counties shall be selected in such manner as a majority of the Association members whose 
principal office is located in each respective County shall determine. Each Delegate shall be a 
bona fide resident or life member of the Association, be admitted to practice law in Indiana and 
maintain his or her principal office within such County. Each County shall be entitled to: a. One 
Delegate as the representative of its first one to 50 voting members of this Association; b. One 
additional Delegate as the representative of each additional 50 voting members of this 
Association; and/or c. One additional Delegate for any additional voting members of this 
Association fewer than 50 but in excess of 25. 2. The members of the Board of Governors, as 
designated in the Articles of Association. 3. Such other persons as may be selected by the House 
of Delegates in the manner provided in the Bylaws of the Association. 4. Such other persons as 



may be selected in accordance with the Bylaws of the Association. C.  The House of Delegates 
shall establish its own Rules of Procedure, consistent with these Articles of Association and the 
Bylaws of the Association. D.  The House of Delegates shall hold an Annual Meeting in 
conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the Association Assembly (within or without the State 
of Indiana), the time and place to be determined, and notice thereof to be given, in accordance 
with the Bylaws of the Association. Other Regular and Special Meetings may be called as 
provided in the Bylaws of the Association.  

 

RULE I. Meetings of the House A. Unless otherwise ordered by the House, the times and 
places selected for sessions of the House of Delegates shall be determined and announced by the 
Board of Governors. Notification thereof shall be sent by the Secretary not less than 60 days 
before the time fixed for the first session to each member of the House. When a meeting is 
called, other than the Annual or other Regular Meetings of the Association, the purposes of the 
meeting shall be stated and shall be included by the Secretary in the notice of such call, which 
shall be mailed not less than ten days before the time fixed for the meeting. B. Notice of any 
meeting of the House shall be deemed to be sufficient if written communication of the time and 
place thereof is mailed as required in paragraph A above, postage paid, by the Secretary, to each 
member of the House, according to the roster of its members maintained by the Secretary at the 
address given for such members according to the Association's records. C. The Secretary shall 
include with the notice of any meeting a calendar of the business of the meeting, if it has been 
furnished by the Committee on Rules and Calendar. If such calendar is not available when the 
notice of the meeting is sent, the Secretary shall send same to the members of the House as soon 
as it is made available. D. Meetings of the House shall be open to attendance by other members 
of the Association, subject to the right of the House by vote to go into closed session at any time 
or to determine that particular sessions shall be closed to all but Association members. E. At all 
meetings of the House, members of the House shall be seated by Counties or Indiana State Bar 
Association Districts. Other members of the legal profession who are not members of the House 
shall be seated separately from the members of the House, but shall have the privileges of the 
floor by consent of the Chair, subject to appeal to the House. Any such appeals shall be decided 
by majority vote of the members present. Representatives of the public and press may attend 
sessions of the House which are not closed 

 

BYLAW VII. SELECTION OF DELEGATES  

 A. TERMS OF OFFICE. Delegates and Alternate Delegates selected to represent a County 
pursuant to the Articles of Association shall be selected for two year terms, or for one year terms, 
in accordance with the following:  

 

1. Time of Selection. If selected for two year terms, the Delegates and Alternate Delegates from 
an Indiana County located in an even-numbered Association District shall be selected in even-



numbered years, and if located in an odd-numbered Association District shall be selected in odd-
numbered years. If selected for one year terms, such Delegates and Alternate Delegates shall be 
selected annually.   

 

2. Term of Office. The term of office of Delegates and Alternate Delegates shall begin at the 
commencement of the Annual House of Delegates Meeting immediately after their selection, and 
shall terminate immediately prior to the third successive Annual House of Delegates Meeting 
thereafter, if selected for a two year term, or immediately prior to the second successive Annual 
House of Delegates Meeting thereafter, if selected for a one year term.  

 

B. NOTICE TO SELECT DELEGATES AND ALTERNATE DELEGATES. No later than 
June 1 of each year, the Secretary of the Association shall notify those local bar associations 
located in counties which are to select Delegates and Alternate Delegates for the next Annual 
House of Delegates Meeting of the number of Delegates and Alternate Delegates to be selected 
by the particular County. Notice shall be sent to the Presidents and/or Executive Directors of the 
local bar associations. If a local bar association President is not a member in good standing of 
this Association, a duplicate notice shall be sent to a member of the local bar association who is a 
member in good standing of this Association. The notice shall specify that the names of the 
Delegates and Alternate Delegates selected in accordance with this Bylaw and the Articles of 
Association shall be certified and sent to the principal office of the Association no later than July 
1. Determinations of the Secretary pertaining to the notice may be appealed to the Board of 
Governors, and the Board of Governors may review the determinations on its own motion.  

 

C. SELECTION PROCEDURE. Delegates and Alternate Delegates shall be selected by a 
method of selection determined by the Association members with principal offices in the County 
pursuant to the Articles of Association. The method of selection of Delegates and Alternate Del- 
egates in effect at the date of the adoption of these revised Bylaws shall continue until changed 
by a majority vote of the Association members with principal offices in each respective County. 
Certification of the selected Delegates and Alternate Delegates shall be sent to the principal 
office of the Association no later than July 1 prior to the next Annual Meeting. In the event 
certification is not timely received in the principal office of the Association, the Board of 
Governors, by majority vote, may fill the vacancy from among the resident and life members in 
good standing of this Association from that County. In the event of a dispute concerning a 
Delegate selection, the House of Delegates shall determine its own membership in accordance 
with such rules as it may adopt.   

 

D. ALTERNATE DELEGATES. An Alternate Delegate shall be selected for each Delegate in 
the same manner and at the same time as the Delegate. The Alternate Delegate shall serve in the 
absence of the Delegate, and shall automatically assume the office of Delegate in the event of the 



death, resignation, disability or termination of membership in the Association of the Delegate. 
Alternate Delegates shall have the same qualifications as, shall be selected in the same manner 
as, and shall serve in the place and stead of, the primary Delegate for whom they are to act in the 
event such Delegate is unwilling or unable to serve at any meeting of the House of Delegates.  

 

E. VACANCY OR DUAL VACANCY OF DELEGATE AND/OR ALTERNATE 
DELEGATE. A vacancy in the office of Alternate Delegate or a dual vacancy in the offices of 
Delegate and Alternate Delegate shall be filled in such manner as a majority of the Association 
members with principal offices in such County shall determine. The Board of Governors, by 
majority vote, may fill any such vacancy whenever certification has not been received by the 
principal office of the Association by July 1 from among the resident and life members in good 
standing of this Association from that County. 


