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from 1984-2001. Jean Clow has been at Byron's side as a tireless IMA volunteer
and promoter throughout Byron's participation in the IMA.
Gerald Zebrowski
President
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The early years: 1943 - 1963
On December IS, 1943 an organization meeting to
establish the Magnesium Association was held at the
Palmer House in Chicago. Some of the delegates
arrived late due to train delays caused by a blizzard
in the Northeast. Mr. Edward Christiansen of Apex
Smelting Company had called the meeting and
presided as chairman. In his opening remarks he
said, As background, I would like to make clear my
/I

place in this picture. I ran into a great deal of interest
in the formation of a Magnesium Association and
being vitally interested in the magnesium business
and magnesium as an industry, I felt it was important
that an association be formed. I have been working
with the aid of an organization committee to get one
formed, which would coordinate the efforts of all of
us. We are all vitally interested in magnesium as a
metal so that we can further the war effort and also
make plans for the postwar." Edward Christiansen
was elected the first president and served three

-

consecutive one-year terms. This was repeated in

Edward Christiansen, first president of the Magnesium
Association.

1991-93 when Walter

"We are all
vitally

Treiber served three
consecutive one-year

committee elected 17 directors who appointed a

terms.

President, Treasurer, and legal council. There were 45

interested in
magnesium as
a metal so that

initial members.
By-Laws were
adopted following

One of the members suggested that a consumer

considerable

research committee should be formed to look into

discussion on the

potential post-war applications but no action was

the war effort

formation of divisions

taken at the inaugural meeting. Two persons,

and also make

within the association.

including Chairman Christiansen, made statements

A Sand Cast Division

that the Magnesium Association should accept

was formed in the

members from allover the world, thus

Spring of 1944. The

foreshadowing the name change in 1973.

we can further

plans for the
postwar."
-Edward Christiansen

Early actions of the association were to
establish a technical committee. In one of their
first meetings the chairman made the
following statement: "The time is now here to
really become serious about the peacetime
aspects of magnesium and it's related
problems. During the war we produced
castings to Army and Navy specifications.
Various government agencies have estimated
that peacetime demand for magnesium will be
about ten percent of peak wartime production
of 185,000 tons. Either we accept this estimate
and reduce our business accordingly or we get
to work and develop new uses for magnesium.
We have already started to do this and we find
questions coming from industry that tell us
they know little or nothing about magnesium."
Other committees were formed; namely
education, safety, development and
specifications and standards. A brief note of
interest from the minutes of the second annual
meeting in New York City in October 1945 was

First annual meeting, October 3-4, 1944 at the Waldorf Astoria,
New York.

that White Metal Rolling and Stamping had

the First International Magnesium Congress held in

presented Dixie Walker of the Brooklyn Dodgers

conjunction with the Third Annual Meeting of The

with a magnesium bat during their game with

Magnesium Association in October 1946 at the
Waldorf in New York City. The

"The time is now here to really become

"Int~rnational" part

serious about the peacetime aspects of

four presenters from England plus

magnesium and it's related problems."

two papers by U.S. authors, but it

-Edward Christiansen

consisted of

was a first step in the
internationalization process.

Philadelphia the prior week. Walker was an
outstanding hitter and he used the bat once during
the game knocking a long fly with it. Following the
organization meetingin Chicago, the next twelve
meetings were held in New York City. This included

Attendance was good in the early years: e.g. 354
in 1951, 475 in 1952, and 450 in 1953. Papers were
usually technical and applications oriented with an
occasional motivational presentation on selling.

The first meeting outside of New York City was

The annual meeting moved back to New York

in 1956 at the Drake Hotel in Chicago. The papers

City in 1961 before moving on to Los Angeles in 1962

were largely technical in nature. The next year, 1957,

where most of the speakers were from the aerospace

they returned to New York City. An interesting paper

industry. The 18 papers presented were all technical

that year was given by a gentleman from Continental

in nature.

Can Company entitled "Magnesium, 2000 A.D." The
aluminum can had just made its' debut in the United
States and Continental had set up a line to produce
them. The aluminum can at that point in time
contained over two percent magnesium as an
alloying element. The author predicted that by the
year 2000, 60,000 tons of magnesium would be
consumed as an alloying element for aluminum cans.
It turned out to be 37,000 due to using less magnesium as an alloy element and downsizing the lid.

The 1963 meeting was held in Montreal, and was
the first to feature speakers from eight different
countries. "Country reports" were given by speakers
from Canada, England, France, Germany, Japan,
Norway, Russia and the U.S.A. There were also two
papers on the recently introduced magnesiumlithium alloys. The incentive to use these alloys was
that by alloying magnesium with 14 percent lithium
it changed the crystal structure from difficult to work
"close packed hexagonal" to easily worked "body

The annual meeting was held in Detroit for the

centered cubic" (aluminum and copper).

first time in October of 1958 before returning to New
York City in 1959. The following year, 1960, the first
meeting outside of North America was held in
London in conjunction with the Magnesium Industry
Council of England. There were ten papers in all: five
from the U.K. and five from the U.S. The highlight of
the meeting was the paper "History of Magnesium"
presented by Major C.J.P. Ball, founder and chairman
of Magnesium Elektron Limited, Manchester,
England. During WWII Magnesium Elektron built
the then largest electrolytic plant of 50,000 tons in
Henderson (Las Vegas) Nevada. Twenty tons of silver
was borrowed from the U.S. Treasury for bus bars
since copper was in short supply. Another interesting
paper was by Dr. E.J. Emley, also from Magnesium
Elektron, entitled "Magnesium in the British Nuclear
Power Program" in which he described the various
magnesium forms used as canning material for the
uranium rods used in the nine graphite moderated, gas
cooled nuclear power plants in England.

General Westmoreland was the featured luncheon
speaker at the 1966 annual meeting.
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The middle years:
1964 .. 1984
Back to New York City for
the 1964 annual meeting
where all of the papers were
technical except for one. That
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the program was H.D. Doan,

"A the end of WWII,

President of the Dow

magnesium production

Chemical Company. The

capacity in the U.S. was

title of his paper was

somewhere between 300 and

"Selectivity - Key to

400 million pounds per year."

Magnesium Growth." To

paper was entitled "Primary

quote from his paper: "at the
-H.D. Doan

Magnesium - Need for

end of WWII, magnesium
production capacity in the

Competition" by Roger Wheeler who had just sold

U.S. was somewhere between 300 and 400 million

his Standard Magnesium Company in Tulsa,

pounds per year. The goal for those involved with

Oklahoma to Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical

magnesium was to convert this tonnage to consumer

Corporation who then put him on their payroll.

applications. Magnesium was designed into riding
saddles, spike heels for women's shoes, baseball bats,
pool cues, toilet seats and cash register drawers to
name a few. The cash drawers didn't pass the test when
used in taverns because the beer drenched coins caused
carbonic acid attack on the magnesium. Dow has spent
over 60 million dollars during the last 20 years on
research and development of magnesium markets."
The 1968 meeting in Colorado Springs, Colorado
featured General R.J. Reeves as the luncheon speaker.
Representatives of six worldwide primary producers

An attractive model demonstrates the light weight
Lawn Boy mower at the 1966 meeting. The mower
had a cast magnesium deck.

There was no meeting in 1965 for the first and
only time in the history of the association. The 1966
annual meeting was held in Ponte Vedra Beach,
Florida, and featured General Westmoreland as the
luncheon speaker. The meeting also featured a
display of magnesium products used around the
home, which included a lawnmower with a cast
magnesium deck. The 1967 meeting was held in
Montebello, Quebec, Canada. Featured speaker on

President Frank Sheara (1968-69) presents a plaque to
former President A. W Winston (1951-52) at the 1968
annual meeting in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

meeting in Mackinaw Island, Michigan, 1972 in Sea
Island in Georgia and Cherry Hill, New Jersey, in
1973. There was, however, an important change at
the 1973 annual meeting in Cherry Hill. Under the
leadership of then President Nils Hoy-Petersen, the
name of the organization was changed to
"International Magnesium Association" by vote of
the membership. The 1974 annual meeting was held
in Paris where Dr. A. Bauer gave a paper entitled
"Magnesium Diecasting in the Energy Crisis." He
made a convincing case for magnesium's potential
IMA Director George Schlictermann greets Frankfurt
mayor and his translator while President Bill Rave
smilingly approves.

role in the crisis. Seven of the 16 papers focused on
the emerging
technologies of

formed a panel to discuss future supply and demand.

desulfurization of steel

The 1969 meeting was held at Point Clear, Alabama,

with magnesium (4)

and the Design Award for that year went to Mahle

and die casting with

Werk for a complex, die cast crankcase for the six

hot chamber machines

cylinder Porsche.

(3) modified for
magnesium.
The 1975 meeting in
Dearborn, Michigan,
was focused on the
automotive market for
magnesium which had
not yet materialized.

Nils Hoy Petersen of Hydro
Magnesium changed the name
from"Magnesium Association"
to "International Magnesium
Association" in 1973.

The 1976 meeting in.
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, featured two honorary
lifetime memberships. One for Dr. Pidgeon who
invented the silico-thermic process that bears his
The name of the game was"Golf".

name and one to Dr. Ralph M. Hunter who was
instrumental in the development of the Dow

The 1970 annual meeting was held in Frankfurt,

electrolytic cell.

Germany. This was the first time that simultaneous
translation was needed - German, English, and
French. Total attendance was 196 from 15 countries.
The name of the game was "Golf" at the 1971

The 1977 meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio,
and included a tour of Batelle Laboratories. The next
four meetings, 1978, 1979, 1980, and 1981 all featured

The current years:
1984 .. present
th

The year 1984 marked the 50 anniversary of the
founding of Magnesium Elektron Limited in England
and for this reason the Board felt it would be
appropriate to hold the annual meeting in London.
Stan Hirst gave an excellent review of M.E.L.'s history.
The 1985 meeting was held in New York City for
th

the 17 time (40% of the annual meetings). Keynote
Sometime lMA Presidents Tom Timmins (left) and Byron
Clow (right) confer with John Thompson, Vice President of
Marketing for Dominion Magnesium.

speaker that year was Pierre Gousseland, chairman
of the Board and CEO of Amax, Inc. Amax had
recently purchased the primary magnesium plant of

tours of primary production facilities. The first of

NL Industries located on the western shore of the

these in 1978 was Northwest Alloys plant in Addy,

Great Salt Lake. The 1986 meeting returned to Los

Washington, the second in 1979 was of Norsk

Angeles after a 24 year lapse to again address the

Hydro's magnesium plant in Norway, the third was

aerospace industry. The IMA and the Japan Light

NL Industries plant on the western shore of the Great

Metal Association jointly sponsored the 1987 meeting

Salt Lake in Utah in 1980 and the last was in 1981 at

in Tokyo, Japan. The theme of the conference was

Dow's facility in Freeport, Texas.

"Magnesium in
Automotive
The annual

Applications"

meeting moved

and included an

back to Detroit

exhibition of

for the third

magnesium

time in 1982

auto parts and a

where John

tour of an

Mezoff gave a

automobile

well researched

manufacturing

paper on "Why

plant.

Magnesium in
Automobiles?"
President John Mezoff (1977-78).

The 1983

The 1988
meeting was
Honorary Lifetime Member Dr. Robert
S. Busk (1988).

meeting was held in Toronto where most of the

held in

papers dealt with the use of magnesium in the

Washington,

desulfurization of iron and steel.

D.C. This was the first time that the annual meeting
had been held in the U.S. Capitol and featured an
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unusual paper entitled "Magnesium and Your

construction of a 63/000 tonne primary magnesium

Health" by Dr. Burton Altura, Executive Director of

facility in Danville, Quebec. There were 384 registrants

the American Society of Magnesium Research, an

for the 1998 meeting in Coronado, California, which

organization of medical doctors who researched the

was a new record for North America. This was the year

effects of magnesium on your body. The 1989

that Dow announced their exit from the magnesium

meeting was the fourth to be held in Detroit. Keynote

business after 80 years.

speaker for that year was Dr. David E. Cole,
Director, Office for the Study of Automotive
Transportation, University of Michigan.
The 1990 meeting was held in Cannes,
France. This was the same year that the
National Institute of Magnesium
Technology started operations in SainteFoy, Quebec and Hydro Magnesium
dedicated their 43/000 tonne primary
magnesium plant at Becancour, Quebec,
Canada. The 1991 annual meeting was held
in Quebec City, Quebec, where the Premier
of Quebec, the Honorable Robert Bourassa
spoke at the President/s Reception.
The 1992 meeting was held in Chicago
th

Brussels 2001-Presidents (left to right): Walter Treiber (1991-93)/ Kurt
Harbodt (1983-84)/ Byron Clow (1975-76)/ Dick Hirons (1994-95)/ Mike
Legge (2000-01)/ Gerald Zebrowski (2002-03)/ and Garry Trevill (1987-88).

followed by the 50 Anniversary Meeting of
the IMAin Washington, D.C. in 1993. The keynote

Roberto Testore, CEO of Fiat S.p.A. was the keynote

speaker for that year was a well known, Washington-

speaker at the 1999 meeting in Rome. Fiat has made

based political analyst Charley Cook. The 1994 meeting

extensive use of magnesium in their vehicles over the

was held at the Berlin Hilton, just the other side of the

years. The 2000 meeting was held in Vancouver, British

Brandenberg Gate, four years after the Berlin Wall came

Columbia, Canada. Keynote speaker for that meeting

down. The 1995 meeting was held in the cosmopolitan

was Richard Evans, President, Alcan Aluminum

city of San Francisco. Back to Japan in 1996 where a

Corporation. The 2001 meeting was in Bruss~ls.

new attendance record of 401 was set in Ube City. A

Meetings are scheduled in Montreal, Canada in 2002

unique feature of this meeting was that all registrants

and in Stuttgart, Germany in 2003.

were invited to a reception in the beautiful home and
gardens of Dr. Michiharu Nakayasu, Chairman of the
Japan Magnesium Association.
The 1997 meeting in Toronto coincided with an
announcement that Noranda had approved

Membership in the International Magnesium
Association has gone from 45 charter members to the
current 120 members.

Year
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

Location
Oslo, Norway
Salt Lake City, UT
Houston, TX
Detroit, MI
Toronto, Ontario
London, England
New York, NY
Los Angeles, CA
Tokyo, Japan

G.R. Trevill

1988

Washington, D.C.

G.R. Trevill

1989

Dearborn, MI

Tor Naess

1990

Cannes, France

Tor Naess

1991

Quebec, Canada

Walter Treiber

1992

Chicago,IL

Walter Treiber

1993

Washington, D.C.

Walter Treiber

1994

Berlin, Germany

Dick Hirons

1995

San Francisco, CA

Dick Hirons

1996

Ube City, Japan

Frank Petitti

1997

Toronto, Ontario

Frank Petitti

1998

Coronado, CA

William Barnes

1999

Rome, Italy

William Barnes

2000

Vancouver, Canada

Mike Legge

2001

Brussels, Belgium

Mike Legge

2002

Montreal, Canada

Gerald Zebrowski

2003

Stuttgart, Germany

Gerald Zebrowski

President
J. Thomas Timmins
J. Thomas Timmins
George Cobel
George Cobel
Kurt Harbodt
Kurt Harbodt
Joe E. Brunt
Joe E. Brunt

Business
Primary Production
Primary Production
Primary Production
Primary Production
Magnesium Marketing
Magnesium Marketing
Primary Production
Primary Production
Fabricator
Fabricator
Primary Production
Primary Production
Die Casting
Die Casting
Die Casting
Fabricator
Fabricator
Primary Production
Primary Production
Extrusions
Extrusions
Primary Production
Primary Production
Desulfurization
Desulfurization

Administratively, the International Magnesium Association has
had offices located in six cities in the United States:
• New York City: 1943 - 1961

• Selma, Alabama: 1972 -1974

• Detroit: 1962 -1965

• Dayton, Ohio: 1974 -1984

• Tulsa: 1966 -1972

• McLean, Virginia: 1984 - present
(just 15 minutes from Washington, D.C.)

