Ken Brandt: (Director at Robeson Planetarium, Lumberton, North Carolina, USA)
IPS member since 1977- Education Committee Co-chair, Italy scholar, Planetarian author, presentations SEPA - current and past: President, officer, committees GLPA, MAPS, other regionals - presentations CAPE - Carolina Association of Planetarium Educators: founder, leader American Association of Physics Teachers And many other contributions, to IPS, NASA, astronomy, and teaching kids.
Decades of service and leadership in IPS from various positions (Committees, Affiliations, etc.).  Ken has inspired thousands of kids teaching in the dome. One incredible initiative of Ken’s is “Rising Phoenix”. Almost six years ago, Hurricane Matthew inundated Lumberton, North Carolina, and filled the Robeson Planetarium with two meters of floodwater. The Starball and science center were destroyed, and the Planetarium building condemned, just a year shy of her 50th anniversary. Undaunted, Ken immediately continued teaching with a portable dome set up in a downtown community center. Robeson County is one of the poorest school districts in the US - for over four decades, Ken has been passionate about helping all our kids learn science. After such a hurricane ordeal, any ordinary teacher may have accepted these compromised circumstances, but not Ken. He swiftly gathered a team of local community leaders, created a Board, and launched Rising Phoenix, a non-profit solely dedicated to funding and re-building the Robeson Planetarium. Ken’s relentless pursuit to raise this Phoenix from the floodwaters (rather than ashes!). He had countless one-on-ones with decision makers, attended every School Board and project meeting, led community and education events, such as star-parties and astronomy shows, and always pursued funding. For many in our planetarium world, funds are hard to find, hard to request, and covid significantly reduced donations and revenues. Nonetheless, Ken successfully led funding requests for Rising Phoenix across the County, across the State, even to pursuing Federal funds from FEMA, the flood people. Our IPS community rallied to our support with endorsements and letters to legislators. We looked at, and had frustrations with, many options and sites, in the School District, with the University, in the community, but finally, last Summer, the State Legislature came through! $5 million for a new Robeson Planetarium! To be part of a new $100 million magnet school. With everything from labs for robotics and drones, to culinary and art studios, the Planetarium will be at the school’s front door, a true magnet for kids interested in science and technology! We are now in design, construction begins soon, first light for teaching is Fall 2025.
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