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Arthur Barton 
Tombaugh Space Theater 

P. O. Box 533 
Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310 

There are times when a lot of people in the planetar
ium business wish that there was another way to do 
opaquing. These times are most apt to occur after the 
cocktail party with the board members that went on 
until three in the morning. 

Hung over, you sit down at the light table, paint
brush in hand, to discover that you've got the shakes. 
Two tranquilizers later the shakes have gone away, 
along with any desire to opaque slides. If this has 
happened to you, there is something on the market 
that might make opaquing a mite easier. 

Mark Hartman, of the McDonald Planetarium in 
Hastings, Nebraska, reports that a company called 
Mark-Tex Corporation has come up with an opaquing 
pen called FilmOpaquer. The pens come with either 
red or black fluid, and also have a variety of tip sizes. 
The different sizes allow you to slather liberally 
or to into those I promise to up drinking 
forever if let ITle opaque this without AA<,-_vvJlUj.:. 

corners. 

Mark recommends that of 
time to as it can smear 
too soon. with your 
person, and if he doesn't 

the address: 

Mark-Tex 
PO Box 681 

""""'.THr".ro New 07631 

Next up is word I've received from "Nessiteras 
Rhombopteryx Productions" Ness Productions for 
those who don't know the ablative absolutes from the 
genitive in Latin) that there are a number of new good
ies available. First is their new Ness Vignette #2 
"More Than Meets the Eye," a neat mini-show com
plete with soundtrack and slides for only $75. It's an 
astronomical truth-in-packaging show that will show 
your audiences what to realistically expect to see 
w hen they look through binoculars or small telescopes. 
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Since this is the tenth of Loch 
also fitting that Music Back Pack #10 is now 
ble. And remember when you the little 1"'>11,m ..... ",..,'I>" 

that you can use it legally without 
or not the ASCAP man has a ticket to your 
show. Last but not least is new cassette 
"West of the Galaxy." It's of their "-.J!'CVU'C.;:I.IlULU 

series. I hope that Mark's next Geodesium album 
be on compact disk. 

cessor and a 
but 

acteristics. 

up to 
Its list 

price than tha t. 
the pair of them 1"r\Orl'lt"I,,\C\1" 

possibili ties. 

To be frank, most of the forms of reverb JV~"'J!.'\"L'CU 
artificial. The new stuff sounds 
push of a button. 



Jane Hastings 
Thomas Jefferson Planetarium 

41 West Grace Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23230 

N 

R-i-n-n-g. "Hello. Planetarium, Eastern Kentucky 
University, Jack Fletcher speaking." 

"Yes. Is this the planetarium?" 

"Yes." 

"Well, uh, could I bring my group to your planetari
um for one of your,uh, whatever-you-do-there?" 

"Of course. We'd be happy to have you." 

"Well, just what kind of plants do you have there? 
My group is elementary kids" ... 

R-i-n-n-g. "Hello. Noble 
Michael P. Walker here. 

"Yes. I an 
We would like to rent out your one even-

About 250 advertisers will be in the ,"-,<-<AUA,,'" 

Worth area for a toilet paper trade and ... " 

Walker: "Wait a minute. Have you ever been inside 
a before?" 

no, bUL.! are neat 

Sound familiar? Of course it does: a PLANE-
TARIAN! Every time we together, someone has a 
new "Guess what kind of call I got the other 

I got one once: "Is this the where you come 
out and pick dead was NOT a wrong num-

But now there's a new twist: documentation! 
was invented bored 

tarium directors to amuse themselves. Instead of 
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these calls themselves, they record them on 
machines and then play them back at 

conferences if they're really good. 

Mike Hutton's 
"DOCUMENT ATION" 
1987 Southeastern Planetarium Association 
conference recorded at his 
Cocoa, Florida.: 
have something on the comet at 3 p.m. It's 
now 3 p.m ... " (Muffled woman's voice 
background: we cannot hear what she says 
throughout all this; the comments noted are 
the man's. " ... " indicate his pauses while 
she answers.) 

"No, no, you can't have it. You have to be there 15 
minutes before." ... "Yes... don't know ... but that's 
what they told me, Mary ... " ... "Yes ... or 8 p.m ... " 
"Uh-hmm. But you have to phone reservations 
....... MARY, it's already started ... " ... "!t's now ... 3 
o'clock ... 3 o'clock. .. Well I don't know ... aw, Mary ... " ... 
"God almighty ... Mary, well, look I have to ,-A'UlA'J..;.'-, 

we have to rush down ... " ... "Aw, Mary, Mary, Mary, 
Mary, Mary ... All right...hold on ... I will, gosh 
ly ... " 

Overheard: 

- In lobby of Hansen Planetarium at Rocky 
Pacific Planetarium Association joint conference in Salt 
Lake City: Michael Walker of Noble Planetarium 
Fort Worth: "See that bronze 
Hansen? Visitors lined up for 
ditionally rub the noses of the 

Brahe!" 

program written 
"The Visible Universe" is reviewed in the 
issue of Sky and and 
.::>u.:'1 .. )''-, .... ~ how their program was until a call 

agency on star field 
simulation Defense Initiative 
"Star 

Government "How do 
would take our programmers 4000-5000 hours 
the star database usable on a 'n01,"CA.1""\ 

Rickey: "That's about 0 
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Discover new realms of 
extraordinary celestial 
beauty in the pages of 

EXPLORINC 
THE SOUTHERN SKY 
A PICTORIAL ATLAS FROM THE EUROPEAN 
SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY (1550) 

S. Laustsen, C. Madsen, and R.M. West 

For the past 25 years, astronomers at the 
European Southern Observatory in the Chilean 
Andes have scanned the southern sky with 
powerful optical telescopes. Their instruments 
have captured extraordinarily brilliant and beau
tiful images of celestial phenomena, many visi
ble only in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Now stargazers from both hemispheres can 
share their explorations through 90 color plates 
and 147 black-and-white photographs that pro
vide breathtaking testimony to the state-of-the
art combination of astrophotographtc and print
ing technology. Extensive captions by the expert 
author team, 30 reference maps, tables of plate 
data, and indexes complement the tmages, ena
bling readers to locate and understand the sig
nificance of each object. Of special interest are 
photographs of Supernova 1987 A, Halley's 
Comet, and a four-foot, panoramic poster of the 
Milky Way as it appears to a nighttime observer. 

Exploring the Southern Sky is not only a superb 
pictorial atlas and guide to the astronomical op
portunities of the Southern Hemisphere but also 
a treasured addition to everyone's library. It is 
the timely new way to expand your astronomical 
horizons and add to your picture of the Universe. 
1987/approx. 300pp.l267 Ulus.lhardcover 
$39.00 
ISBN 0-387-17735-3 

To order: visit your local bookstore, 
call TOLL FREE: 1-800-526-7254 
(In NJ, 201-348-4033), or send payment to: 
Springer-Verlag New York, Attn: Ken Quinn, 
Dept. S670, 175 Fifth Avenue, NY, NY 10010. 
Please add $2.50 for postage and handling and 
sales tax if you reside in NY, NJ, or CA. 

NGe 300 is a magnificent Sc Galaxy in the Sculptor group. 
Most of the galaxy appears blue because ofthe high content of 
young, hot stars. A composite ofthree individually exposed 
plates, the photo shows the trail of an artificial satellite that 
crossed the field during the red exposure. 

Springer-Verlag 
New York Berlin Heidelberg 
London. Paris Tokyo 
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