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From the
Editor’s Keyboard

This issue begins with a curious experiment con-
ducted in a planetarium. Wayne Wryick attempted to
learn whether bats use celestial navigation to follow
their migration routes. Similar investigations have been
made with birds and bees, but neither Wayne nor I are
aware of other studies with bats. Wayne would appre-
ciate hearing from you if you know of other such stud-
ies that precede his.

Next, we have a provocative comment on our plane-
tarium shows by Richard McColman, Director of the
Gibbes Planetarium in Columbia, South Carolina. Prob-
ably few people will agree with all of his complaints,
but I hope all will agree with at last a few. His article
ties in nicely with this issue’s (and last’s) Forum topic.

That is followed by what I think is a unique occur-
rence—an unsolicited article by a non-planetarian! Dr.
David MacDonald offers his views on the Star of Bethle-
hem in an interesting article well worth reading. I'd like
to make two observations. First, Dr. MacDonald seems
to be unaware of work done on this subject in the last 20
years. He dismisses out of hand the “old theory that
Herod did not die until 1 B.C.E.,” yet cites references
from 1966, 1968, and 1972, with nothing more recent. In
reality, the date of Herod’s death has been a problem
for many years, and not all authorities are so certain of
the answer. Second, as Editor of a fairly esoteric society
journal that does not have a surplus of readers or con-
tributors, I cannot help but wonder why we received an
unsolicited article from a non-member—an extraordi-
nary event. The only hint I have is that Dr. MacDonald
hails from the same mid-west campus as do academics
who would have us believe that the Star was a miracu-
lous event created especially by the Lord, and thus
beyond the realm of science.

Our fourth article is a short but useful piece by Jim
Brown of Stanback Planetarium, who offers a hint on
how to silence noisy Ektagraphics. I'd like to encourage
the submission of additional similar short articles by
others who have helpful ideas to share, and wonder if
anyone would like to revive the Technical Notes so that
more such articles can have a regular home. Q

Reminder: the final deadline for the June

issue of The Planetarian is April 21. See |
page 68 of the September 1989 issue (or
write) for authors’ guidelines.

INTERNSHIPS

The Strasenburgh Planetarium is accepting applica-
tions from those interested in furthering a planetar-
ium career. The successful applicant will gain experi-
ence, under senior staff supervision, in all aspects of
planetarium production and presentation including
script writing, presentation of shows to audiences
from preschoolers to senior citizens, soundtrack re-
cording, photography, visual design, special effects
construction, program automation, and public rela-
tions. The intern will have a private office, personal
computer, and $10,000 stipend. Applications must be
received by June 1. The 12-month appointment
begins September 5. Apply to: Francis Biddy, Stra-
senburgh Planetarium, Box 1480, Rochester NY
14603; 716-271-4320.

The Adler Planetarium invites applicants for a one-
year internship program that begins on June 1. The
intern will operate planetarium sky shows and the
observatory, teach in the Space Explorers Program,
TA for a college level astronomy class, answer
astronomy questions by phone and mail, learn sky
show production techniques, and assist with special
projects in the Astronomy Department. The stipend
is $11,000. Application materials (write for guide-
lines) should be sent to A. S. Whitt, Adler Planetar-
ium, 1300 South Lake Shore Dr., Chicago, IL 60605
by March 30.
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