







































































































































































planetarium field and the communications
within the field. As of April 1993 SWAP had
fifty paid members and ten paid institution-
al members. SWAP’s famous awards are: the
H. Rich Calvird Award is awarded in honor
of founding member Rich Calvird of El Paso
to a planetarian for outstanding profession-
alism and service to the planetarium field.
The Bent Planet Cage Award is awarded to a
SWAP member for suffering a major disaster
in the planetarium field.

With that in mind, do plan to attend the
SWAP Annual Conference to be held in
Oklahoma City at the Kirkpatrick Plane-
tarium on October 28-31, 1993. This confer-
ence will be a joint meeting of SWAP, GPPA
and RMPA. The IPS Council Meeting will be
the Wednesday prior to the conference on
October 27th. For additional information,
contact Wayne Wyrick. See details in the
GPPA section of Regional Roundup. w

(President, continued from page 47)

Information brochure has been translated
into Japanese and through the kind cooper-
ation of Goto and Minolta will be distribut-
ed for us to the more than 300 planetariumns
across Japan.

—I am pleased to announce that Undine
Concannon of the London Planetarium has
accepted the position of Publications
Chairperson. I am confident that Undine
will do a great job and help make the “I” a
little bigger in IPS. Undine will be organiz-
ing a committee of assistants around the
globe and working on a number of projects,
including considerations for future IPS
Special Publications. Undine and I both wel-
come your suggestions.

1 have been up to more, but I'll leave it for
the next column. In closing for now I'd just
like to remind all IPS members that the
strength and value of IPS rests in us. At the
final session in Utah in a debate about IPS’s
value and future, I believe Tom Clarke of
the McLaughlin Planetarium in Toronto
said it best when he said that, above all, IPS
is a “marketplace of ideas.” I think we can all
use as many good ones as we can get and the
more active we all are at publishing papers
and giving papers or workshops at confer-
ences, the stronger we all will grow and the
better we will continue to serve our public.

1 look forward to seeing many of you at
the upcoming SEPA and “Triple Conjunc-
tion” Conferences, and, over the next few

years, I will try to get to as many meetings as

travel funds permit. In the meantime, please
give me your feedback and ideas. My direct
number is (212) 769-5912, and my FAX is
(212) 769-5007. Y

(Gibbous, continued from page 53)

to George Reed (West Chester University)
for Second Prize for his entry in the Hughes-
Griffith Observer Writing Contest! I love
George’s “Aurora Mallelis,” the “Shopping Mall
Dawn,” don’t you!

An Answer to the Largest Scale
Model of the Solar System:

“Sheldon’s solar system model is certainly
larger than the solar system part of my scale
model, but since my model also includes
Proxima Centauri, placed in Melbourne,
Australia, my model is still, by far, the
World'’s Largest Scale Model of any kind. To
beat me, Sheldon would have to include a
model of a nearby star on the Moon.” writes
Lars Broman (Broman Planetarium). “One of
these years I would very much like to visit
Sheldon and enjoy his, as it seems, very inter-
esting solar system model.” Lars is writing in
regards to Sheldon Schafer’s (Lakeview
Museum of Arts & Science) World's Largest
Solar Systerm Model.

New Installations:

Look forward to Pine Richland High
School Planetarium in Cibsonia, Pennsyl-
vania and Denison University Planetarium
in Granville, Ohio, for new Zeiss installations.
The Espace Pierre Mendes France in Poitiers,
SciWorks in Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
and the Indian River Community College
Planetarium at Ft. Pierce, Florida, and the
Fundacion Mediterraneo in Isla Margarita,
Venezuela as new Spitz installations.

From The Wall Street Journal by
Kevin Helilker: ‘

Orson Welle’s Mercury Theatre
Could Have Used These Fellows
When you're a space museum in rural
Kansas it can be hard to get people to take you
seriously.
After recent events, it may be even harder.

It all began when a highway worker found a
Dpiece of twisted and burned metal embedded in
a field outside a state maintenance building.
Inscribed on it was backward “R” like a Russian
letter. And the grass surrounding it was scorched
and smoldering,

The article goes on to say that the object
was turned over to the Kansas Cosmosphere
and Space Center in Hutchison.

After some study, the center’s experts, an
astronomer and an aeronautical engineer,
deemed the metal “consistent” with rocket
fragments fallen from space. Moreover, a call
to the Air Force revealed that a Soviet rocket
booster had re-entered the atmosphere that
very morning.

Within hours, Kansas newspapers and TV
stations were reporting that Cosmosphere
officials had positively identified a fragment
of Soviet space hardware,

But one viewer was unconvinced, and lit-
tle wonder: He—a highway worker—had
planted the piece of metal in the ground as a
joke on his coworker. Shocked at how far the
hoax had gone, he confessed to his superiors.
It was publicly announced that the piece of
metal hadn't come from a spaceship. It had
come from a diesel tank.

Sheepish Cosmosphere officials promptly
started moonwalking away from what had
been reported to be their original stand. “The
most we ever said was that is could be a piece
of space junk—the media overstated our posi-
tion,” insists Max Ary, executive director.
“But sure, we're embarrassed .”

He attributes the fiasco to respect for the
police. “Usually, we devote 50% of an investi-
gation to the circumstances of discovery,”
Mr. Ary says, “But when something is
brought to you by the Kansas Highway
Patrol, and when they assure you it’s a legiti-
mate story, you tend to believe them.”

Oh, how the weight of the Cosmos is upon our
shoulders,

Where o Where is my 1992 IPS Direc-
tory TeR TR IIINNTY ¢

New Astronomy Materials in ASP Catalog

The non-profit Astronomical Society of the Pacific has just published a new catalog of
interesting materials for the teaching and enjoyment of astronomy. The illustrated color cata-
log includes video and audio tapes, books, computer software, slides, videodiscs, sky observing
aids, posters, and charts. There are many new items.

To obtain a free copy of the new catalog, send your name and address along with three

first class stamps to:

Catalog Requests Department
Astronomical Society of the Pacific
390 Ashton Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94112
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Jane’s Corner

A Day in the Life
of a Planetarian

Jane Hastings
Thomas Jefferson
Planetarium
4100 West Grace Street
Richmond, Virginia 23230

While roaming through the main office of
.my school, I started chatting with a high
school senior and her mother, who were
waiting for someone. As we talked, the girl
became excited as she realized that she had
come to my planetarium in the Sth grade.
Her mother said: “Why don’t you tell Mrs.
Hastings what she did for you?” The girl,
who was still reminiscing about 5th grade
days, did not hear this. The mother turned to
me: “You have given her a love of the sky.
She takes neighborhood kids and the kids
she baby-sits for outside all the time to show
them the stars.” Wowl
Later on, in the early evening of that same
day, I had been invited to bring my telescope
to an elementary PTA meeting and stand
outside the school to “show people some-
thing” for 1}/2 hours. Inside the school, 300
parents and students would be coloring
something or the other, or cutting out stars
to place on a “wishing board,” or visiting a
Starlab, or doing an astronomy paper activi-
ty from Ranger Rick, or coming out to me. I
knew that people probably wouldn’t be
dressed for outdoors, so I set up near the
school entrance.
1 knew Venus would be a nice crescent in
a telescope so had drawn a “Venus in orbit”
diagram and an attendant “Venus phases as
seen from earth” diagram, in case anybody
asked. I had two telescopes: an Astroscan and
some sort of heavy thing I acquired when a
local planetarium closed. They were easy to
set up and hard to knock over; that's why I
chose them. I had two star charts with plan-
ets indicated and several red-filtered flash-
lights. I also had laryngitis and it was the
coldest night we had in March, definitely
gloves and hat weather. I was prepared, with
underwear and ski gloves and hat and scarf
and three layers of clothes. Other people
would be coming in and out of the building,
but I would be outside the whole time.
I'd never been to this school before, so
arrived a little early. I never took the flash-

lights out of the car. It was the brightest
school entrance I think I have ever seen.
When I saw it, I was mentally plotting and
planning as I drove up, mainly how to get
out of this. Luckily, Venus was across the
street from the school, so I took the tele-
scopes out to set them up near the school
entrance and 50 people just materialized and
stood in line to look through them before I
had even put my gloves on. “I'm not ready
yet,” I said. They just stood there, WHAT IS
IT ABOUT PEOPLE AND TELESCOPES?
Luckily, Venus is easy to spot, and my choice
of telescopes with a large field of view made
it easy to find.

Venus set quickly, about 15 minutes into
my 11/2 hours. Now what? I decided to move
to a “darker” site; that move gave me 20
more Venus minutes because of a treeline
change. I hoped that people wouldn’t ven-
ture from their paper-cutting and the nice
warm inside activities, My trick did not
work. Fifty people were lined up, no matter
where [ went. THEY JUST HAD TO LOOK
THROUGH THAT TELESCOPE! The S0 peo-
ple were all standing in line behind the big-
ger, telescope-looking ‘scope. When I said,
“Some of you can come over here to this
telescope; it shows the same thing”, no one
budged. The Astroscan just doesn’t look
impressive enough.

When Venus gave up for sure, I just let
people look through the telescopes at any-
thing they wanted to, while I stepped away
from THAT scene and tried to find Orion's
belt and Sirius in the real sky. A haze kept
coming and going, so even this was difficult.
1 found Mars but realized it wouldn’t show
much in the telescope, so just pointed it out.
Here are some comments from the shivering
participants:

-*What a pretty crescent moon!” Me:
“That’s not the moon; it's Venus. You see..”
“Sure is a pretty moon. Honey, come look at
the pretty moon!”

-“I can’t see anything through this tele-
scope.” Me: “Let me see ... Yes you can. Why
you can see LOTS of stars, more than you
can see WITHOUT the telescope.” “You
mean, that’s it? I saw that already.”

-"Are you an astronomer? [ am really inter-
ested in astronomy and want to know what
to study in school to become one.” Me: “No,
I'm a teacher, but ...” “Oh, well, thanks any-
way.”

-30-year old father, when told that the
pinkish looking object overhead is Mars:
“The planet, huh; it looks like a star. What's
the difference between a planet and a star,
anyway?”

"I heard you were looking at Venus out
here.” Me: “Yes, we were, but it isn't in the
sky anymore. It was over there ...” “ Well,
can’t you find it in the telescope?”

My stint turned into an hour and 15 min-
utes. I had remembered to bring all the upper
body clothing, but I had failed to remember
warm socks. My feet were freezing, my voice
barely a whisper, and nothing was visible
anymore. I started packing up. People fol-
lowed me to my car, still wanting to see
something. 'm not sure I accomplished any
great deeds for humanity that night, but I'm
putting the image in my memory bank of an
excited 30-year old mother who socaked up
all my Venus information and wanted ever-
yone in line to be as thrilled as she was to
realize that the bright “star” was really a
planet and it looked like a crescent moon.
That made me smile.

Overheard

-Philippe Huyard, Planetarian from Saint-
Etienne, France, had a major role in the
development of a big display (written up in
Sky and Telescope several years ago) on a hill
near the town. There are six star-shaped
sculptures that are arranged in such a way
that the solstice and equinox suns fall on cer-
tain points of the sculpture. Recently, Phil-
ippe was told by an observer at the site: “It's
really nothing more than a gigantic solar
quartz crystal watch. It works with the sun,
is made of quartz (in granite), and has two
big displays: the big one for dates, the small
one for hours.”

- Planetarian Dave Linton, at Parkland Col-
lege in Illinois, has a lot of shows set up
simultaneously. Once, while showing Loch
Ness's “Voyager Encounter” with Patrick
Stewart narrating, you heard: “Perhaps the
most important thing we've learned is that
we don’t know everything.” At the same
time, the Voyager spacecraft was supposed to
zoom off slowly into the void. But instead, a
Teddy bear from Strasenburgh’s “Teddy’s
Quest” zoomed out to end the show.

Also at Dave's place: He was asked to tour a
Liberal Arts Seminar (a freshman course)
group through the planetarium, to “expose
them to science and technology for an
hour.” In the course of doing so, he showed
them the orrery. Dave: “The first planet from
the sun is named for the fleet-footed messen-
ger of the gods. What is it?”

Front-row voice: “Mercury.”

Dave: “The next was named for the god-
dess of love.”

Same Voice: “Venus.”

Dave, seeking more participation for the
identity of planet #3: “I know you ALL know
this one”. Not a word; complete silence,
Dave, adding aggravation to his voice:
“Come on, you know this one. In fact you're
all sitting on it right now!”

Soft little voice from back row: “Oh, it
must be Uranus!”
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1In 1994, America will discover a whole
new universe!

Brevard-Community College's
new Infinium 70' Planetarium
‘now under construction will

host the 1994 IPS conference.

Infinium o, (Alpha).Projector for :
domes up to 93.feet. Infiriium P (Beta)
: Projector for domes 50'to 77'.,

“Minolta's latest addition.to its
planetarium-line is-the Infinium
“ v (Gamma) Projector for domes
30! to[0' in diameter. In addition
to the Infinium line of projectors,
Minolta continues to .improve its
 traditional MS series of projectors
for demes from 20' 10 65..

A sky 50 real that you W1ll belleve

e

Backgroundis a photograph of an actual Infinium sky

Florlda s Brevard Community College will unveil a new achievement in planetariums ONLY

when it hosts the 1994 meeting of the International Planetarium Society. This FROM THE

ground-breaking planetarium features a startling and innovative design as well as the first MIND

Minolta Infinium in North America. If you can't wait until 1994, call your nearest Minolta OF

representative now. After all, at Minolta we know that once you have seen our sky, you too

will believe. _ MINOLTA
. , Worldwide:

in North America: In Japan: Minolta Camera Co., Ltd.

Minolta Corporation Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd. Planetarium Operations

Planetarium Division World Trade Center Bldg. 2-4-1 Esaka CTS Center

101 Williams Drive Hamamatsu-Cho 2-30 Toyotsu-Cho

Ramsey, N.J. 07446, USA Minato-Ku, Tokyo 105, Japan Suita-Shi, Osaka 564, Japan

Tel: (201) 934-5347 Tel: 03-3435-5511 Tel: 06-386-2050

Fax (201)818-0498 Fax 03-3435-5520 Fax 06-386-2027 MlNOLT/ \




The Difference 1s Astronomical.
object, special effect and graphic art can be
projected.

Travel through time and space in three
dimensions. See the effects of movement on
star positions. Get a viewpoint from anywhere
within a universe of 400 parsecs.

Presenting DIGISTAR® the world’s first fully
digital planetarium system.

DIGISTAR uses computer graphics technology
to display in real time any image consisting of
lines, points and alphanumerics - including
complex chemical or molecular models, as
shown above. Unlike mechanical systems,
virtually every astronomical structure, space

Since virtually all systems are compatible,
users can share special effects and programs
through the DIGISTAR Users Network.

That means your DIGISTAR library can be
expanded for just tape and postage costs.

For more information on the planetarium
system that makes an astronomical difference,
contact: Evans & Sutherland, Jeri Panek,
DIGISTAR Sales Manager, 600 Komas Dr., Salt
Lake City, Utah 84108, Tel: (801) 582-5847

EVANS & SUTHERLAND

DIGISTAR® is a trademark of Evans & Sutherland Computer Corporation




