














































































































PACIFIC PLANETARIUM ASSOCIA
TION (PPA) 

The 1993 Solar System Observers' 
Workshop at Chabot Science Center, 
Oakland, �C�~� April 3O-May 1st was sponsored 
by the Association of Lunar and Planetary 
Observers (ALPO) and the Chabot 
Observatory and Science Center. The event 
featured observations using Chabot's 5O-cm 
and 20-cm refractors, lectures and demon
strations on CCD imaging, Comet confirma
tion and observations, conventional photog
raphy, eclipses, photometry, and video imag
ing. Workshops were led by Don Machholz, 
Dr. Don Parker, Jose Olivarez, and John West
fall (all of ALPO) as wen as Dr. Mike Rey
nolds, Executive Director of Chabot Obser
vatory and Science Center. 

The Griffith Observatory in Los Angeles 
installed a new exhibit "Planet Odyssey," 
which is a sophisticated computer-con
trolled laserdisk tour of the solar system that 
highlights the best planet photography of 
the space age. The exhibit was developed 
under contract by Sky-Skan, and it will be 
marketed by them to other planetariums 
and science museums later in the year. And a 
1/5 scale model of the Hubble Space Tele
scope, on loan from Lockheed, is on display 
through the end of the year. 

The Riverside Telescope Makers Confer
ence will be held May 29-31, 1993. 

PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION OF 

No report Ian Cameron, representative. 

Gates Planetarium at the Denver Museum 
of Natural History in Denver, Colorado, 
reports that the museum's Aztec exhibit was 
a smashing success, and that its popular 
accompanying planetarium program U Aztec 
Skywatchers," written by Dan Neafus and 
Carolyn Collins Petersen and scored by Mark 
Petersen, will continue to run there through 
October, 1993. Dan Neafus reports that the 
program is doing very well. 

The Campbell County School District 
Planetarium in Gillette, Wyoming, pre
miered its new program liThe Cowboy 
Astronomer," in February. The program, 
written by Loch Ness ProductiOns' 
Collins Petersen, scored by Mark Petersen 
and based on a concept by 
director Nello Williams, is narrated by well
known cowboy-poet and storyteller, Baxter 
Black. The program will compliment the 
National High School Rodeo Finals hosted 
by the city of Gillette this summer. uThe 
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Cowboy Astronomer" will be available for 
distribution later this year from Loch Ness 
Productions. 

Welcome to another new planetarium! 
The new facility is located in Orem, Utah at 
the Utah Valley Community College, 800 
West 1200 South, Orem, Utah 84058. The 
director of the facility is Paul Mills and the 
phone number is (80l) 222-8000 ext. 8650. 
The new operation contains a Spitz A3P 
under a 7.3 meter dome with 47 unidirec
tional seats. 

SOUTHEAST PlANETARIUM ASSO
CIATION (SEPA) 

One of the highlights of this upcoming 
summer will be the 1993 SEP A Conference at 
the Bishop Planetarium in Braden ton, 
Florida, hosted by Planetarium Director, 
John Hare. The conference hotel will be the 
beautiful Riverfront Holiday Inn and confer
ence rates are a very reasonable $59, single or 
double. 

The theme of this year's conference is 
"Technologies," and a wide range of activi
ties will address this theme. They include 
eleven planetarium shows: "More Than 
Meets the Eye" (revised edition) and "The 
Cowboy Astronomer" (Loch Ness Produc
tions), "Daughter of the Stars" (THE), "The Sky 
Tonight" (HPS), "The Alien Who Stole Christ
mas" (Brevard Comm. College), "Lifestyles of 
the Stars" (Bowen Music Productions), 
"Cosmic Whispers" (Memphis Pink Palace), 
"The Planet Patrol" (Sudekum Planetarium), 
"Aniara and Spaceship Earth: Chapter H" 
(Bishop Planetarium) and "The Little Star 
That Could" (St Louis Science Center). 

:soeakers include Jack Dunn of the Mueller 
Planetarium in Lincoln, Nebraska who will 
give a talk entitled "Lighting Up the 
which emotionally details how laser shows 
can aide the seeing impaired Don Hall of the 
Strasenburgh Planetarium in Rochester, NY 
will deliver the Keynote Address entitled 
''Me vs. Technology." 

Ten workshops in"ol'llina all 
planetarium technology will be 
some of the leading technicians in the field 

Other conference highlights include 9 
meals, 1 buffet reception, 2 cocktail recep
tions, a SEP A group photo, all for the low 
conference registration fee of $100. Of 
course the beaches and other Florida attrac
tions are well within a few hours driving dis
tance of Bradenton. For additional informa
tion, contact John Hare, SEPA '93, Bishop 
Planetarium, 20110th Street, Bradenton, FL 
34205. 

Florida planetarians (FlorPlan) met at the 
John Young Planetarium in Orlando on 
April 3. Planetariums represented at the 

tarium, urlando; 
Planetarium, St �P�e�t�e�r�s�b�w�~�1�!�:� 
of Science and i .... rl, • .,· ...... , 
Other rep1resent:atives 
Coast Control 'IO:u., ... .o ... ,,,, 

Planetarium in Ft Pierce, FL, as the �a�t�t�~�o�c�t�(�)�r�.� 

The three school 
planetariums Fulton and Northside> 
have installed an East Coast Control 
automation 
identical shows. 

Rollins Planetarium in 
Georgia is looking for a person to fill 

Westlake his 
leave of absence 1st If 
ested, cali Dr. Clay Dotson, (706) 379-3111 
additional information. 

Dave Hostetter, �L�a�1�:�a�V�E�~�t�t�e�.� 

his remains out of �o�P�E�~�r�a�t�i�o�n� 

cane Andrew). There is some po:ssH>Hi1tv 
the entire museum and planet:arilUIT1. 

to another and has 
authorized for a detailed study of that 

condition and what would be 
to renovate it as a museum. Since the 
not due until the end of the summer, 
tarium and astronomy pr()grarrlmlng 

revol ve around a 
school classrooms well into 1994. 

Blair is the 
the East Tennessee 

the Akima Planetaril.lm 

Merit 

The Southwest Association of �V�l�"�l�1�"�'�o�~�·�"�,�,�,�_� 

iums was ... n.I""uu .. �~�"� 

and is ofplane1tari.urrls 
states of Texas, Oklahoma, n. ... "' .. u.,,"'JiJ 

Mexico and Louisiana. The 
Association is to and imnr()ve 



planetarium field and the communications 
within the field As of April 1993 SWAP had 
fifty paid members and ten paid institution
aI members. SWAP's famous awards are: the 
H. Rich Calvird Award is awarded in honor 
of founding member Rich Calvird of El Paso 
to a planetarian for outstanding profession
alism and service to the planetarium field 
The Bent Planet Award is awarded to a 
SWAP member for suffering a major disaster 
in the planetarium field 

With that in mind, do plan to attend the 
SWAP Annual Conference to be held in 
Oklahoma at the Plane
tarium on October 28-31, 1993. This confer
ence will be a of SWAP, GPPA 
and RMP A The IPS Council will be 
the to the conference on 
October 27th. For additional information, 

See details in the 

* 
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Information brochure has been translated 
JalJanlese and the kind cooper-

ation of Goto and Minolta will be distribut
ed for us to the more than 300 plametar:iunrls 

to announce that Undine 
Concannon of the London Planetarium has 
",....~a."\ ... ""rI the of Publications 

I am confident that Undine 
will do a great job and make the "I" a 
little in IPS. Undine will be Ol1~anllZ

a committee of assistants around the 
and on a number of UJ.V'I~'"'" 

UH .. IU'LUIU:' considerations for future IPS 
Publications. Undine and I both wel

come your 
I have been up to more, but 111 leave it for 

the next column. In for now I'd just 
like to remind all IPS members that the 
strength and value of IPS rests in us. At the 
final session in Utah in a debate about IPS's 
value and future, I believe Tom Clarke of 
the McLaughlin Planetarium in Toronto 
said it best when he said that, above all, IPS 
is a "marketplace of ideas." I think we can all 
use as many good ones as we can get and the 
more active we all are at publishing papers 
and giving papers or workshops at confer
ences, the stronger we all will grow and the 
better we will continue to serve our public. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the upcoming SEPA and "Triple Conjunc
tion" Conferences, and, over the next few 
years, I will try to get to as many meetings as . 
travel funds permit. In the meantime, please 
give me your feedback and ideas. My direct 
number is (212) 769-5912, and my FAX is 
(212) 769-5007. * 
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'lJUJ'UV"~ continued from page 53) 

to Reed (West Chester Univelrsitv) 
for Second Prize for his entry in the 
Griffith Observer Writing Contest! I love 
George's "'Aurora Mallelis," the NShopping Mall 
Dawn, II don't you! The article goes 

was turned over to the 
CUA'Ll "va,~~ Center in Hutchison. 

USheldon's solar system model is certainly 
than the solar my scale 

but since my model also includes 
Proxima Centauri, in Melbourne, 
Australia, my model is still, far, the 
World's Scale Model of any kind To 
beat me, Sheldon would have to include 
model of a star on the MooIL" writes 

Broman. (Broman Planetarium). "One of 
these years I would very much like to 
Sheldon and as it seems, very inter~ 

solar system model." 
.. "".."", ... ,i" to Sheldon Schafer's 
Museum of Arts & Science) World's 

Model. 

Look forward to Pine "".' ..... , ... .,,"" 
School Planetarium in Cibsonia, 
vania and Denison Planetarium 

Granville, Ohio, for new Zeiss installations. 
The Pierre Mendes France in Poitiers, 
SciWorks in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
and the Indian River ComInunH:y 
Planetarium at Ft. Pierce, Florida, and the 
Fundacion Mediterraneo in Isla Margalrit.a, 
Venezuela as new installations. 

Orson Welle's Mercury Theatre 
Could Have Used These Fellows 

the 

shoulders. When you're a space museum in rural 
Kansas it can be hard to get people to take you 
seriously. Where 0 Where is my 1992 

After recent events, it may be even harder. 

New 

The non~profit Astronomical Society of the Pacific has 
interesting materials for the teaching and enjoyment 
log includes video and audio tapes, books, computer softwcue. 
aids, posters, and charts. There are many new items. 

To obtain a free copy of the new catalog, send your name and address 
first class stamps to: 

Catalog Requests 
Astronomical Society of the Padfic 

390 Ashton Avenue 
San FranCisco, CA 94112 
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Whlleroaming through the main office of 
.my school, I started with a 
school senior and her mother, who were 
u7~iHrHJ' for someone. As we talked, the 
became excited as she realized that she had 
come to my in the 5th 
Her mother said: don't you tell Mrs. 
Hastings what she did for you?" The 
who was still about 5th 
days, did not hear this. The mother turned to 
me: «You have her a love of the sky. 
She takes kids and the kids 
she for outside all the time to show 
them the stars." Wow! 

Later on, in the early evening of that same 
day, I had been invited to my telescope 
to an elementary PTA meeting and stand 
outside the school to Mshow some-

for 11/2 hoW'S. Inside the school, 300 
pal'ents and students would be '-V"VAlLA .. "", 

something or the 

58 

lights out of the car. It was the Drl;gm:est 
school entrance I think I have ever seen. 
When I saw it, I was mentally and 
planning as I drove up, how to get 
out of this. Luckily, Venus was across the 
street from the school, 50 I took the tele
scopes out to set them up near the school 
entrance and 50 people just materialized and 
stood in line to look through them before I 
had even put my gloves on. uI'm not 
yet," I said They just stood there. WHAT IS 
IT ABOUT PEOPLE AND TELESCOPES? 
Luckily, Venus is easy to spot, 
of with a large field of view made 
it easy to find 

Venus set quickly, about 15 minutes into 
my 11/2 hoW'S. Now what? I decided to move 
to a udarker" site; that move gave me 20 
more Venus minutes because of a treeline 
change. I that people wouldn't ven-
ture from their and the nice 
warm inside activities. trick did not 
work. Fifty people were lined up, no matter 

I went. THEY JUST HAD TO LOOK 
THROUGH THAT TELESCOPE! The 50 peo
ple were all standing in line behind the 
ger, telescope-looking When I said, 
uSome of you can come over here to this 
tel~~()pe; it shows the same , no one 
budged. The Astr05can doesn't look 
impressive enough. 

When Venus gave up for sure, I let 
people look through the at any-

they wanted to, while I away 
from THAT scene and tried to find Orion's 
belt and Sirius in the real sky. A haze 

and so even this was difficult. 
I found Mars but realized it wouldn't show 
much in the so it 
Here are some comments from the 

-"What a pretty crescent moon!" 
Wfhat's not the moon; it's Venus. You 

come 

-WI can't see lU'HJthinl7 thlrO\ll~h 

Me: UUt me see ••• Yes you can. 
you can see LOTS of stars, more than 
can see WITHOUT the " 
mean, that's it? I saw 

-"Are you an astronomer? I am 
ested in and want to know 
to in school to become one." Me: "No, 
I'm a teacher, but ... " MOh, thanks any~ 

-."")'UI'-VI!:CU old when told that the 
pinkish looking object overhead is Mars: 
"The planet, huh; it looks like a star. What's 
the difference between a planet and a star, 

-"I heard you were looking at Venus out 
here." Me: "Yes, we were, but it isn't in the 
sky anymore. It was over there ... "014 

can't you find it in the telescope?" 

The Planetarian 

a UJ't, i ~1'\P1l" 

an ymore. I started pac:kirlg 
lowed me to my UJ'!11!"lt-ilna 

sornethinlg. I'm not sure I acc:onlplilshE~d 
great deeds for that 

the in my memory 
excited old mother 
all my Venus information and 
yone in line to as thrilled 
realize that the Us tar" 

and it looked like a cre!)ceIlt 
That made me smile. 

"Come on, 
all on 

Soft little voice from 
must be Uranusl" 



Florida's Brevard Community College will unveil a new achievement in planetariums 
when it hosts the 1994 meeting of the International Planetarium Society. This 
ground-breaking planetarium features a startling and innovative design as well as the first 
Minolta Infinium in North America. If you can't wait until 1994, call your nearest Mirtolta 
representative now. After all, at Minolta we know that once you have seen our sky, you too 
will believe. 

In North America: 
Minolta Corporation 
Planetarium Division 
101 Williams Drive 
Ramsey, N.J. 07446, USA 
Tel: (201) 934-5347 
Fax (201) 818-0498 

In Japan: 
Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd. 
World Trade Center Bldg. 2-4-1 
Hamamatsu-Cho 
Minato-Ku, Tokyo 105, Japan 
Tel: 03-3435-5511 
Fax 03-3435-5520 

Worldwide: 
Minolta Camera Co., Ltd. 
Planetarium Operations 
Esaka CTS Center 
2-30 Toyotsu-Cho 
Suita-Shi, Osaka 564, Japan 
Tel: 06-386-2050 
Fax 06-386-2027 

ONLY 
FROM THE 

MIND 
OF 

MINOLTA 

MINOLTA 



The Difference is Astronomical. 
Travel through time and space in three 
dimensions. See the effects of movement on 
star positions. Get a viewpoint from anywhere 
within a universe of 400 parsecs. 

Presenting DIGISTAR~ the world's first fully 
digital planetarium system. 

DIGISTAR uses computer graphics technology 
to display in real time any image consisting of 
lines, points and alphanumerics - including 
complex chemical or molecular models, as 
shown above. Unlike mechanical systems, 
virtually every astronomical structure, space 

object, special effect and graphic art can be 
projected. 

Since virtually all systems are compatible, 
users can share special effects and programs 
through the DIGISTAR Users Network. 
That means your DIGISTAR library can be 
expanded for just tape and postage costs. 

For more information on the planetarium 
system that makes an astronomical difference, 
contact: Evans & Sutherland, Jeri Panek, 
DIGISTAR Sales Manager, 600 Komas Dr., Salt 
Lake City, Utah 84108, Tel: (801) 582-5847 

EVANS & SUTHERLAND 
DIGISTAR® is a trademark of Evans & Sutherland Computer Corporation 


