




































































































april.whitt@fernbank.edu is hard at work 
coordinating two special now 
in progress and both slated for release by the 
end of the calendar year. One, being pre­
pared in with Jon Bell, is a book­
let of songs appropriate for our young visi­
tors. The other is a multilingual booklet of 
celestial mythology and poetry. 

Ken Wilson kwilson@smv.org and his 
team of authors and reviewers are hard at 
work on the forthcoming book IPS Guide to 
Building or Renovating a Planetarium. 
date for release is sometime in 2001. 

Education 
Education lies at the heart of all we do and 

it is with that I announce the for­
mation of the new IPS Education Com-
mittee. I have the com-
mittee to serve the needs of members 

resource, but 
our favorite lesson 
initial target is to have 
line by the end of December. 

Third is to 
educational web sites 
ago by Jon Elvert. We have 
lists of links, but often 
the content of each link. 

who use the fJ"UCi.l ..... l<H to present live This committee is respo:nslble 
lessons. 

Gary has 
accepted my request to serve as chair of this 
�.�r�n�n�r�.�,�T�'�1�-�~�,�n�1�- committee. is the veteran 
director of the planetarium at the Wau­
watosa West School in Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin, USA and is a recent recipient of 
the Brennan Award given by the Astronom­
ical Society of the Pacific to recognize major 
contributions to the teaching of astronomy 
at the high school level. Committee mem­
bership includes US volunteers (among them 
two IPS officers) from small, midsize, and 
large planetariums and international volun­
teers from Sweden, Russia, India, 
Sri Lanka, �-�~�~�'�-�J�-�'�'�'�'�'�'�-�"�'�~�'� 

I have the committee with three 
immediate tasks. First is to locate a new 
Focus on Education associate editor for the 
Planetarian, a position that has been vacant 
since 1997. The committee has 
accomplished this task, and Ian J.Y.o."e'U.l"-F., .. n 

(Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada) 
has agreed to become the new Focus on 
Education editor. He will be assisted by 
Francine Jackson and Kathy Michaels from 
the US and Marie Radbo in Europe. 

Second is to create an on-line lesson bank. 
Brock Schroeder (Strickler Planetarium, 
Olivet Nazarene Univ., Illinois, USA) 
bschroed@olivet.edu has to coordi­
nate this effort with the assistance of other 
committee members. So many of us have 
developed live lessons or pre- or post-visit 
activities for use with our school 
classes, and if we each contribute one or two 
of them, IPS will have a marvelous resource 
bank for its members to use. Watch future 
issues of the Planetarian for details on how to 
contribute, or check on the soon-to-be creat­
ed Education page on the IPS web site, or 
simply contact Brock for instructions. Please 
contribute to this site. It can be a great 
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�"�~�"�A�U�'�'�'�U�,� French, German, �J�i�i�l�J�i�;�H�H�~�S�l�e�J� ",-,AAu.n .. J'_, 
and Russian, and we expect 
guese, and Arabic versions to be �p�f�(�)�d�l�l�C�E�~�d� 

the future. 
Second, the committee is eVialulating 

ware translator program 
results are 

Third, the committee will AHa ... "",,,, 

�"�-�.�h�'�~�H�<�U�J�.�i�'�;�'�"� of abstracts and 

this committee. 

Web 
To the increasing of 

the IPS web site, I have elevated the web 
group to a full committee from its former 
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of the Planetarian. 
One lonlg-stan.diflg 

the IJ .... ,J • .-.... 



IPS members in the IPS 
The contest will be resumed in the 2001-

2002 biennium a hiatus in 1999-
2000 while the rules were revised. The 
od for entering will run from June 
through December of 2001, with to 
follow and prizes to be awarded at the IPS 
2002 conference in Morelia, Mexico. Look 
for the formal announcement in the March 
2001 Planetarian. 

We aU understand the threat of 
lution and the 
dark skies. We all want to educate our audi-
ences about this and now there is a 
planetarium program to do 
that. The Southeastern Planetarium Associ­
ation (SEPA), led by 
duced Saving the 
own members, and has now generously 
made the program available to IPS for wider 
distribution. 

Saving the is an ll-minute program 
that educates the public on the 
of light pollution, and is to be 
added to the or the end of any star 
show. It was written and narrated 
orner/author David artist 
Jonn Serrie produced the soundtrack. The 
show features 29 of artwork, 

5 pans, Edwin 
William Faughn 
further visuals were the 
International Dark Association (IDA). 

The show kit includes an annotated 
64 pin-registered color slides with masks, a 
stereo soundtrack on CD-ROM, a 

folder all of the 
used in the show, and 2 versions of the show 
as a QuickTime movie, one at 12 frames a 

(Janes, continued 

graph on settled on a 
poster up from the corner, one that 
promoted one of their pla,netar'iulm 
The poster was titled "UFO 
showed a scene of "aliens". When n ... """"n-l-",,11 

with the poster, Dr. Drake ""AU" ... '-'.UH 

and did not flinch when pl,mE~tajnan 
lena gushed: "When I was younger, 
I used to use the Drake Ar11'o:I1-'An 

- Charles Collins, Planetarian at the Dis­
covery Place in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
was unable to out how to reverse an 

down video from a 
Pf4Jiectc)r for which no documentation exist-
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second and one at 24 frames a second. 
h,,,"ri,nrr for creation of the show was pro­

vided Magnaray International, a lighting 
company based in Sarasota, Florida (IDA 
member) and Meade Instruments Corpora­
tion (IDA member), a manufacturer of astro­
nomical telescopes. 

IPS members can now order this show kit, 
which is priced (for members) at only the 
cost of reproduction. These costs are being 
determined as I write this message, but are 
eXIJected to be about $60. 

An order form will be available on the IPS 
web site and will also be included in your 
election ballot mailing, or can be obtained 

rA,n1-,;),r1-"nIT IPS Treasurer Shawn Laatsch. 
Note the ordering deadline on the form (ten­

November 1). Orders will be collect­
ed until that date, and then the ordered 
number of show kits will be duplicated and 
distributed. 

I have seen this show and can assure you 
that it is a product and encourage 
you to take advantage of this opportunity. 

Partners 
all of us dream of having more 

money for our planetariums (and for our­
selves!). Even if we live in developed coun­
tries, as most readers of these words do, we 
feel the pressure of limited operating budgets 
and the demands of professional societies 
like IPS asking for our membership dues. We 
also know that planetarians around the 
world labor under a variety of challenging 
circumstances, and that these circumstances 
can be severe for our colleagues in 
r1<ll.TAI,(\n1Inrr countries and in countries with 
non-convertible currencies (NCe). 

In recognition of these challenges, the IPS 
Council, at its Flagstaff last October, 

the President (and officers) to devel­
op mechanisms by which IPS membership 
and services could be make more available 
to our colleagues for whom hard currency is 

ed. He solved the problem: he turned 
the projector upside down! 

Eric Melenbrink and John Hare of Ash 
do planetarium maintenance, 

piane'tari,unls and install 
call themselves "Fixers of the Stars"; 

their logo shows a pipe wrench among some 
stars. It's easy to deal with them: they adver­
tise that when they come to your facility, 

thrive on four hours sleep. A potential 
customer once asked, liDo you have to buy 
all the at once, or can you buy one a 

Their answer: "We'll talk!" 
Theodor Habel, Planetarian of the Adven-

ture Center in Nassau, in the 
Bahamas, a very creative way of 

students in a lesson at the plane-
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simply unavailable. This is an immense 
lenge for which there is no 
answer, but we have taken some first 

One step is the creation of a 
group. Led by Carole 
aol.com of the Mark Smith Planetarium in 
Macon, Georgia, USA, this group at the 
Montreal conference and considered 
ways in which planetariums could exc:h;:m.Q~e 
materials in one-on-one partnlecmlp 
clearinghouse arrangements. A full 
from this group will appear in the December 
Planetarian. When you read it, 
er getting involved. 

A second step is the creation of Star 
Partners fund to IPS member-
ships and services to in the most 
challenging circumstances. We have ob­
tained some initial contributions to 
fund and it has year 2000 
IPS membership to several in 
NCe countries. When you next receive your 
membership renewal form, you will 
new line where you can make donations to 
the Star Partners fund. We are still r""'::l-l-i!nrr 

the mechanisms to manage this fund, but 
please join those who have given 
and contribute can. 

Other steps are in progress and I to 
report more on them in my Decem ber mes­
sage. 

jJaJ~a~mr,ast:~u from the first Jane's 
can spot a I-'UUH_'''''A''AJ 

he/she may seem to stumble upon 
building at night and checking whether 
real is set " Let's hope that 
stays dark to see. Let's too that 
we, and those we serve, will take the 
time to look aloft and find in this 
sky we teach and share around the world, on 
this and someday on others. 

Till next time '" ~~( 

tarium. At the beginning of the lesson, one 
of the two planetarians present in the room 
uses a camera to take two AU""''''''-''_ 

each is one-half of the audience. He tens the 
students to act as weird as want as 
pose for the pictures. No explanation is 
as to the pictures are being taken. 

The lesson begins. At the end of the lesson, 
an oral quiz is on the ideas pn~Sel[1tE~d 
in the lesson. The presenter suggests a 
competition be waged: one side of the room 
against the other. (During the lesson, 
digital images taken earlier have been 
loaded to a computer hooked to a data 
jector). When a winning side of the room for 
the quiz is determined, a of the win­
ning team is shown on the dome! 
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jhast ing@pen.k12.va.us 

George Fleenor, planetarian from Braden­
ton, Florida and president of the South­
eastern Planetarium Association (SEPA), has 
been very busy spearheading a SEPA-spon­
sored project: the completion of a short plan­
etarium show called Saving the Night, written 
and narrated by David Levy, noted astrono­
my personality. The program is in response 
to the idea that unshielded lights are aimed 
toward the night sky instead of down 
toward the ground, which makes it impossi­
ble to see many celestial objects in the night 
sky. The program receives the blessing of the 
International Dark Sky Association as it 
offers some alternatives to the atrocious 
lighting decisions of urban (and rural) com­
munities which create excessive "light pollu­
tion", thereby making observing the night 
sky difficult for amateur and professional 
astronomers. One of the premises of the pro­
gram is that concerned educated citizens can 
have a great impact in their communities as 
they seek to work with city planners in pro­
viding "correct" lighting. At the recent SEPA 
conference, June 20-24, in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, George gave evidence of his 
success in his City of Bradenton, Florida as he 
related that some lighting changes he sug­
gested, have happened! ''It takes dedicated 
people working intelligently with city plan­
ners to produce results. After working on this 
project for so long", said George, "I have 
about driven my wife crazy. As we ride in 
the car at night, she is so tired of hearing me 
say only one of two things as I look out the 
window: 'good light' or 'bad light"'. At this 
conference, SEPA members received a copy 
of the show, designed to be shown before or 
after regular shows, to educate the public 
about "good light", "bad light". Alternative 
presentation venues (other than planetari­
ums) are provided in the CD that comes with 
the program, so presentations can be made 
to civic groups and interested parties, such as 
amateur astronomy groups. The 
International Planetarium Society is being 
urged to offer the program, at cost, for its 
members. 
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- George also admitted that at his planetar­
ium in Bradenton, Florida, they changed the 
light flooding the dome from a green color 
to fluorescent. "But that's not because of 
light pollution. Because of the wet and 
humid conditions here, people thought 
there was algae growing on the dome!" 

- Jack Dunn, planetarian in Lincoln, 
University of Nebraska, adding to the discus­
sion of inappropriate arrangements for night 
sky viewing, said, "Well, how about this? 
Someone at our university donated a student 
observatory. It's right next to the football 
field, where they keep the lights on every 
night, even when there's no game. And, you 
can imagine how useful the observatory is if 
I tell you that it's on the top of a parking 
garage, next to a railroad track and interstate 
highway!" 

- Jack also admitted that he was having a 
hard time coming up with a name of a show­
in-progress about black holes and quasars. 
They have eliminated such titles as "Quasars 
Are Your Friends" and "Black Holes Suck". 

- Allen Wells, representative of Spitz, Inc., 
said, of one of their products, an audience 
response system: "Many people have in­
stalled them and are trying to figure out how 
to use them. We're trying to figure out how 
to use them!" 

- Several SEP A speakers told of a popular 
service offered at their facility: "Rent-A­
Scope" or "What To Do With Telescopes 
That People Donate to the Museum Because 
The Owner Can't Figure Out How To Use 
Them". A question was asked of planetarian 
Paul Trembly of the Orlando Science Center 
in Florida. Q:" Do you rent them by the 
week-end, or what?" Paul's answer: "No, we 
rent them by the night. We charge $5.00 a 
night, and we're not sure what sort of heav­
enly bodies they're looking at!" 

- Carole Helper and Jeff Greenhouse of the 
Mark Smith Planetarium in Macon, 'U .... v~JO:'la, 

have experimented with live pre-kinder­
garten shows. They discovered that 
needed to address four concerns: 1) Are the 
children afraid of the dark? 2) Can they sit 
for thirty minutes?, 3) Will they understand 
what we are saying?, and 4) Are they potty­
trained? 

- Carole and Jeff were surprised at the 
answer given by pre-Kers to this question: 
"vVhat color is the sky?" They almost always 
answered, "Yellow!" 

- Carole also reports on a remedy that she 
devised to solve a problem. Volunteers and 
part-time staff often sit in on planetarium 
shows. They lean back in the comfortable 
high-backed chairs and almost always fall 
asleep! So Carole just walks up to them and 
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says: "We haven't those 
lice . Heads pop up, away 
chairs, and they ever doze off! 

- Arny Nelson, at 
West High School in Wisconsin, ... ",r\Ar·torl 

a project at his A4 The 
jector was down in the "".e,,,,,""" 

company hired do 
behind the dome cut 
the dome to the 

the dome, the removal 
ny dome to an automobile 
to the dents. "When it 
from the it still looked 
accordion", 
ny had to 
urn!" 

- Mike Sandras, from n.<::ULLC1, 

Louisiana, (near New Orleans), 
question in his "Who 
first man on the moon?" A: 
strong!" 

- Edwin 

he said. 
- On the of how the 

of Directors selects hosts for future 
ences, Fleenor, in his role 
President, said, "We don't go out 

to host a conference. We 
to push them off the We want 
go over on their own!" 

- Patrick McQuillen, at Brest YialnetarlUlll 
in Jacksonville, Florida remembers 
was when he first started out in the fJ":'cu\C:u:u 

ium business. He was the one 
home and ran the shows while the dil'ector 

and assistant director went to the 
ences! 

Duncan 
mont Planetarium in nHC.U1IJH!:I 

understands many at 
conferences like SEP A don't make it 

(International Planetarium 
conferences: "There is a limit to how many 

meetings my spouse can take!" 
- At Sudekum Planetarium in Nashville 

Tennessee, planetarian Kris McCall was told 
that a group from the movie 
Men in Black (which has a science 
comedy theme) was in the of the 
museum. She was not involved with this 
project and was not interested 
until someone mentioned that one 
group was astronomer Frank Drake. Sud­
denly everyone on the plc:mE~taI'iUlm 
falling all over themselves to meet 
now ned ge11tl~=man. 
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We Take You There 
E&S StarRider' 
Evans & Sutherland's StarRlder products let you create programs 

that engulf audiences In full-coior, 3D, virtual worlds. The world's 

flfSt real-ttme, interactNe, digital theater system for planetanums, 

sclffiCe centers, and entertainment venues, StarRIder IS the ulti­

mate expenerce)OJ programs will rJe\IeI'" be the same. 

E&S offer5 a complete hne of StarRider systems at a vanety of 

price points so you can c~ the system that IS fight tor you. 

And, StarRlder can grow With your theater-<s completely 
upgOOabie. From cost-eftecbVe linear playback to real-time. fully 

interactive cOI1f1guratlOns, Evans & SUthetland can prOVIde you 
with a system that 1'1111 make your productJOn come to life. 

To see more of what StarRider can do, VISit our web site 

at www.es.com . 

III EVANS &. SUTHERLAND 

the power behind the scenes 


