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Happy New Millennium 
I made a resolution last year to stop letting 

life fly by and to start enjoying it more. This 
resulted in taking a few more trips and subse­
quently having a chance to see a few other 
planetaria and theaters. The start of a new 
millennium and the passing of another 
birthday (40th on 1/15/01) prompted me to 
reflect on some of the things I've seen in the 
past few months. I hope you will have a 
chance to ponder some of the experiences 
you may have had recently. Now would be a 
good time for you to write some of those 
things down and to send them to me so that 
they can appear here in the near future. I 
want this to be your column, and I haven't 
heard from very many of you, so make a res­
olution to contribute to your Gibbous 
Gazette today. 

September -New York City 
I missed the post IPS conference tour of 

the Hayden Planetarium, so I made the pil­
grimage in September to see their first show 
before it went away. Fantastic architecture! -
I think one reviewer said, "it is the greatest 
architectural achievement in America since 
the Washington Monument was built over 
100 years ago." From the seat shakers to the 
Big Bang Theater the experience is first rate. 
The morning I was there, I encountered 
more security guards than exhibit explain­
ers. The very young staff are kept busy mov­
ing visitors through the multi-level floor 
plan. If you want to take dramatic photos of 
the building at night, call ahead. When I was 
there they had cleaning crews out doing the 
windows. 

November -Toronto 
The American holiday of Thanksgiving is 
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an excellent excuse to leave the USA to ex­
plore its neighbor to the north, Canada. After 
a few nights in Niagara Falls, I went to my 
second favorite city in North America 
(Mon treal is #1) the capitol of On tario, 
Toronto. I ventured out to see Cyberworld at 
the 3D Imax in a reconditioned former 
movie house in the entertainment district. It 
was great to see The Simpsons jumping off the 
screen at me, but the connecting story lack­
ed a compelling plot. Computer bugs ala an 
animated roach commercial threaten the 
Cyberworld. I've found out that the tech­
nique employed allows the animators to cre­
ate this virtual world within a 3D database 
much like the technology sweeping our 
industry. 

While in Toronto, I wanted to find a place 
to visit that the whole family could enjoy. A 
brochure in the hotel lobby caught my eye, 
"Visit The Children's Own Museum". Upon 
closer inspection I noticed the address, "In 
the McLaughlin Planetarium building @ 

Museum subway", I knew that the planetari­
um had been closed for some time so I just 
had to investigate. We paid $20 to crawl 
around in a lot of soft sculpture recreations 
of real life. I was trying to imagine the space 
when it was the lobby of the planetarium 
that I had visited over 10 years ago. Gone was 
the spectacular Stellarium and other multi­
media treats. Instead of signs revealing the 
universe, I found signs on baskets for the col­
lection of museum exhibit pieces. "Please 
place objects here if your child has put them 
in their mouth so that they can be sanitized, 
thank you!" I was a little melancholy as we 
put on our coats and were getting ready to 
leave. It was then that I noticed a wall fun of 
paper stars and a banner proclaiming, "Buy a 
star to put in our sky to support our muse-
um". 

December -New York aty (Again) 
To close out the year, I went on a two day 

getaway to explore NYC because I wanted to 
see two shows that I knew would rekindle 
my love of multimedia and show produc­
tion. One was playing just down the street 
from my hotel at the Imax at the Sony 
Lincoln Square Theaters. Much to my disap­
pointment, Fantasia 2000 had just closed in 
Baltimore when I was there for the MAPS 
conference last year. I even avoided purchas­
ing the 3 pack Special Edition DVD with the 
hope that I might first see it in the venue for 
which it was designed. I eagerly purchased a 
ticket for the only showing of the day at 
10:30 am. I went inside to find about 200 3rd 

graders who had come for a field trip. The 
students were either extremely well be­
haved, totally enthralled, or asleep because 
they didn't make a sound throughout the 
entire film. I have to commend the teachers 
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and parents of these very nice children. 
equally impressed by the colors, the music, 
and the celebrity introductions that 
Fantasia 2000 a worthy sequel to the 
nal. The opening sequence with the anima­
tion cels flying through space was worth 
$9.50 alone! Check out the online teachers 
guides at www.fantasia2000.com. 

Madame Tussauds - The last time I was in 
Times Square I was on my way to the MAPS 
conference at the Hayden in the 1980s. Back 
then, Times Square was full of XXX rated 
movie houses, peep shows and porn culture. 
Now it is a canyon devoted to media and 
pop culture and smack dab in the middle of 
it all is the brand new Madame Tussauds 
Wax Museum. This was the second stop on 
my itinerary. The folks at the Tussauds 
Group obviously know what they are 

If you attended the IPS Conference in Lon­
don you know how amazingly life-like their 
wax figures are. And unlike most American 
wax museums, they allow you to get 
up to the figures and they even encourage 
you to take lots of pictures. Well, like their 
facility in London, they decided to install a 
planetarium-type experience and here on 
the fifth floor you will find, "It Happened In 
New York". Inside a 30 foot Astra-Tee dome 
is an all dome video system by Evans and 
Sutherland. The theater has a large 
area with an 8 minute preshow. You then 
move into the (standing room only) theater. 
Here is the premise of the show: It's 
on New Year's Eve and you are in your hotel 
lobby and the doorman is trying to hail a 
cab so that you can get to Times 
before midnight. Along comes a horse drawn 
carriage that magically transports you 
though space and time to witness some of 
the greatest moments in New York his­
tory. 

After this 12-minute magic carpet ride you 
exit into a sizable gift shop so you can pur­
chase trinkets emblazoned with the images 
of Elvis Presley, Betty Boop, Lucile BaH,James 
Dean, Marilyn Monroe and The Beatles. This 
was definitely the place to do your holiday 
shopping since they even have one-of-a-kind 
movie star memorabilia for sale. These items, 
sometimes called Startifacts, range from 
Cher's shoes priced at $335 a pair, to a $3500 
N'Sync Autographed Leather Jacket, to a 
Marilyn Monroe worn dress for $14,000. A 
lock of Elvis' hair from his Army boot camp 
haircut goes for $2500 and an actual concert 
ticket for the next show that he would have 
given if he hadn't died was a bargain at $2001 

Instead of paying the full $19 admission 
fee, I opted to purchase the Dome Show 
Only Ticket for $6.95. No one asked to see 
my ticket so I wandered up into the wax 
works to meet the stars. You don't want to 



miss the opportunity to have your picture 
taken with the wax effigies of Neil Arm­
strong and Buzz Aldrin, Janis Joplin and Jimi 
Hendrix, Barbara Streisand and Yoko Ono, 
Woody Allen and Andy Warhol, Whoopi 
Goldberg and Elton John and His Holiness 
The Dalai Lama and Yasir Arafat (who looks 
a lot like a mature Ringo Star). 

Unexpected Surprises .... With very tired 
legs I jumped on the cross-town subway to 
catch a ride over to Grand Central Station. I 
have never had the opportunity to see the 
celestial mural on its ceiling, so, I thought I 
would go and have a look. I entered its grand 
vaulted great hall and gazed up at the stars 
and constellations filling the immense space 
above. I knew of the mural but the knowl­
edge of it hadn't prepared me for its incredi­
ble size. It was as if someone had taken a 
planetarium and unrolled it high overhead. 
Soft Christmas music was playing. And there 
at the height of rush hour, elegant laser pat­
terns of snow flakes and candy canes floated 
amongst the stars. And for about 10 minutes 
a great many people did something that they 
very rarely do. They paused from their fran­
tic lives and they looked up and they mar­
veled at the sky, even though it was an artifi­
cial one. Then the music stopped and their 
mad ballet commenced. 

The young lady behind the cash register at 
the gas station on the Pennsylvania Turn­
pike couldn't figure out why I was laughing 
as I paid her for my fill up. There on the 
counter was a display of laminated Elvis con­
cert ticket stubs for the show he would have 
given if he hadn't died. "These are a real bar­
gain at $2.00", I said, "they're selling for $200 
up in New York City". "Oh," she said, "Next." 

to the friends and family of Mundo, 
a longtime South Florida planetarian, who 
passed away on Wed Oct 11, 2000. He was 40 
years old. Larry was the planetarium techni­
cian at Buehler Planetarium in Davie Florida 
during the mid 1980s. Since 1990 Larry had 
been employed at the Space Place Planetar­
ium, Miami Dade County Schools in Miami, 
Florida as planetarium technician and con­
sole operator. He was a true friend of the 
planetarium field and enjoyed telling chil­
dren about the wonders of the universe. He 
will deeply be missed. 

People On the Move 
Thomas W. Kraupe (former IPS President) 

will head the new planetarium in Hamburg, 
Germany. The facility is in the base of an 
enormous water tower. Thomas hopes that 
one day he can fill the tower will beer for his 
visitors to enjoy! 

Mark Howard was recently named the per-
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manent director of the Planetarium and 
Astronaut Memorial Hall, in Cocoa, Florida. 
Mark had been serving as acting director for 
more than a year since the departure of for­
mer director, Ian Griffin who is now at the 
StarDome Observatory in Auckland, New 
Zealand. 

Rob Landis (formerly of Abrams, Strasen­
burg, STSCI and JSC) is headed to JPL in 
Pasadena, California, to work on the Cassini 
Mission to Saturn. 

Kelly Stammer (formerly with the Hal­
strom Planetarium in Fort Pierce, Florida) has 
joined the staff of Bishop Planetarium in 
Bradenton. 

Carolyn Collins Peterson (formerly with 
Sky & Telescope magazine) is now at 
OneCosmos.net, a cosmic internet portal 
based in California. 

David Menke has taken over the director's 
role at the Poinciana Elementary School 
planetarium in Boynton Beach, Florida, 
replacing Kris Swanson who has assumed a 
job as media coordinator for the school sys­
tem. Dave also recently became a grandfa­
ther. 

Congratulations 
to Jon Elvert (Lane ESD Planetarium in 

Eugene, Oregon) on his recent election to the 
office of IPS President-Elect. Thanks to the 
Elections Committee for chadless ballots! 

to Tom Hocking (Moderator of Dome-L 
and formerly of Bowen Enterprises) and Deb 
Kranzel-Horan on their marriage on Friday, 
December IS, 2000. The couple will reside in 
the mountains of northeastern Pennsyl­
vania. 

to Rice Leland (Producer, Christa 
Mcauliffe Planetarium in Concord, New 
Hampshire) and her new husband Ron. They 
were wed on September 30, 2000 and will 
make a home in Webster, NH. 

to Joe Ciotti (Hokulani Planetarium at 
Windward Community College in Kane'ohe, 
Hawai'i) on his brand new planetarium. In­
side you'll find an Evans and Sutherland 
Digistar 2 complete with a Sky Skan Inter­
active System, automation and ancillary pro­
jection equipment. 

to Jose Olivarez on the opening of the new 
Ask Jeeves Planetarium at the Chabot Space 
& Science Center in Oakland, California. 
Here you will find the Zeiss Universarium, 
lasers, a MegaDome Theater and the Celestial 
Cafe. 

to Orange Imaginarium, Bristol, U.K. 
opened its Spitz ElectricSky Theater opened 
in July 2000. The theater is inside a 40-foot 
diameter tilted dome theater with immer­
sive video panorama, 1024 star instrument, 
LED cove lights, laser projection, and sur­
round sound operating via Spitz ATM4 
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automation system. The 44A"~b'AA'4'''~ __ ' 

home to the premiere of Oasis in 
show about water and our solar system 
completely with custom 3D 
Spitz' Creative Media Department. The Ima­
ginarium is part of the new .r.x.pu:)Ie~at··DI:.n:s;11~1 
complex. Find out more at www.at-bristol. 
org.uk. 

Can You 
Scott Pohl (Nimitz High School Planetar­

ium in Irving, Texas) is beginning to 
things back in order after more than a year 
of heavy construction that has his 
planetarium. The work involved encompass­
ing the planetarium within the main school 
complex. This involved the removal, reloca­
tion, and addition of walls, bathrooms, work­
spaces, etc. Scott reported that one while 
using the planetarium, a wrecking baH came 
crashing through one of the exterior walls. 
He was mandated to continue running 
etarium shows even though he couldn't 
make it dark at times! A service visit was 
required to clean cement dust from interior 
components of the Spitz Star Projector. 

American late night talk show host, David 
Letterman, complaining to NASA about the 
brightness of the ISS. He claims it's so 
that it keeps children awake at night. 

Karl von Ahnen of the Minol ta Planetar­
ium at the De Anza College in 
California offered up these ideas via Dorne-L: 
"I don't really like the laser for 
pointing out stars in the planetarium and 
only use them as a backup. We also hand the 
pOinters out into the audience so can 
partiCipate. So, what we use is a standard 
(cheap) flashlight with a perforated opaque 
disc placed in front of the regular lens, and 
then a cheap projection lens taped with a 
piece of cardboard in front of that, all 
together to focus the dot at the average 
dome distance. A Kodalith mask with an 
arrow would work well. We just get 
irregular spots with our pOinters, but they do 
the job. Another trick I have found for 
ing the cheap flashlights working is to 
a small piece of wadded up aluminum foil 
under the lamp contact. The solder on the 
tips of the lamps gets smashed down after a 
while, and many rechargeable batteries have 
a recess on the tip which makes for a bad 
connection. The small piece of aluminum 
foil works wonders." Thanks Karl! 

Gene Zajac from the Shaker Heights 
School Planetarium in Shaker Heights, Ohio 
takes every opportunity to share the of 
astronomy. Here is his idea as 
Dome-L. "To all with a telescope: Last 
was a great night for observing Halloween 
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and the stars. This is the third year in a row 
that I sat outside with my telescope and 
candy. Every trick-or-treater was treated to 
candy and the view of the moon. Not one 
person passed either one up. Many told me 
what they saw last year and the year before. 
(Saturn and jupiter). My biggest regret is that 
I did not take a picture of the ghosts, hockey 
players and monsters in line for their tum. 
Parents were equally pleased and comment­
ed we were on their list of places to get to 
because of the telescope. I use a 10" Meade 
with a 26mm eyepiece. 

Since I was dressed as an astronaut, it 
prompted additional questions. This is a 
wonderful way to introduce people to the 
night sky. They are all in a great mood 
before and after their encounter with our 
treats." Thank you Gene! 

Did You Know ... ? 
The world's oldest working planetarium is 

in Franeker in the Netherlands. It is a work­
ing model of the Solar System built between 

1774 and 1781 by Eise Eininge to combat the 
'superstitious nonsense' being written by 
newspapers about an upcoming planetary 
alignment. Go to http://www.planetarium­
friesland.nl (include the hyphen) to find out 
more about it. 

You can buy optics, Soviet Buran Space 
Shuttle heat shield tiles (US$79), and other 
artifacts of the Space Race for next to noth­
ing at www.sovietskLcom. 

Telescopes, prisms, fireworks, photogra­
phy and electricity take center stage in Light! 
The Industrial Age: 1750 - 1900 Art, Science, 
Technology and Society from April 7 - july 29, 
2001, at the Carnegie Museum of Art in Pitts­
burgh, P A. During the Industrial Revolution, 
the ways people understood and used light 
changed enormously. As a result, many 
artists, such as the Impressionists, made light 
the subject of their art. In Light! The Industri­
al Age 1750-1900, works of art, science, and 
technology demonstrate how light changed 
the artist's studiO, the inventor's laboratory, 
city streets, and the home. This cross-disci­
plinary exhibition combines masterpieces of 

YOUR FREE L o LI 
It's a win-win situation. 
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We invite you to send us your logo. We will create for you a FR EE enhanced version of 
your logo and output it onto 35mm film with its matching mm·MAIE SM mask. 

You get a free slide! We get to show you what we can do! 

Art 
Museum, Amsterdam, the 

exhibition will be seen in these two venues 
alone. For a virtual visit 
.vangoghmuseum.nl/light. This exhibit 
be one of the highlights of the Middle 
Atlantic Planetarium conference in 
Pittsburgh from 9 12, 2001. Go to 
www.buhlplanetarium.org/MAPS for more 
information. 

The 37th annual GLPA conference will be 
held june 26-30, 2001. It will be a joint meet­
ing with the Southeastern Planetarium 
Association and it will be hosted the 
Hummel Planetarium of Eastern 1\.ernW::KY 
University in Richmond, 
Fletcher is the director. For more informa­
tion, visit 
GLP A/Index.html. 

If you have information you'd like to see 
here, send it to me at the address above. I 
look forward to hearing from you ... ! 

We realized the unique challenges and problems associated with presenting shows in a pitch-black 
domed environment. We have devised a variety of techniques which overcome many of the 
pitfalls that still plague planetariums today. We give you brilliant, perfectly masked images 
and breathtaking seamless panoramas. 

We offer. 
Custom Graphics (for presentations, print, video & Web) • Slide Imaging 

Slide Duplication (optical or digital, large or small quantities) • Retouching 
Scanning • SpeCIal Effects • Custom Design, ConSUlting & Training 

• 28 years of photography experience 
• 24 years of multi-media shows & graphics 

II 22 years of planetarium slide production 
• High quality slides & services at a fair price 

iI Focus on special effects 
II State-of-the-art digital equipment 

II Innovative computer graphic skills 
It 40 + national & international awards 

showdoc @ swbelLnet 
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SHOW 
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st. louis, rna 63116 
314.353.3339 
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Jane G. Hastings 
jefferson Planetarium 

4100 W. Grace St. 
Richmond, Virginia "'-_R.4<-_" ..... 

jhast ing@pen.k12.va.us 

A Drinking Gourd Story: 
Many planetarians have heard, by now, of 

the planetarium show produced several 
years ago by the New Jersey State Planetar­
ium called "Follow the Drinking Gourd". The 
show is based on a fictional children's story 
by Jeannette Winter with the same name. 

It was very cheap ($125, I think), as plane­
tarium shows go, so the thought of ordering 
it was appealing. A lot of planetarium shows 
are over $500, way over my budget. I decided 
to try it out. I wasn't sure how I was going to 
use it. 

When the planetarium show kit arrived, it 
had some slides, a video which also served as 
sound track, and a script. As I read the script, 
several things stood out: 

1. The show was about the constellation 
called "Ursa Major (Big Dipper)" In cer­
tain segments of the population in the 
United States, this constellation was 
once called "The Drinking Gourd"; 

2. It was about the role of Polaris (the 
North Star) in locating the direction 
north, and the "Drinking Gourd's" role 
in finding the North Star; and 

3. It was about a time in history of great 
concern to Americans: the era of slavery 
in the U.S. 

I began to see real possibilities for a school 
lesson. I am required by the school division 
to teach certain concepts in the planetarium 
at certain grade levels. This is because state­
wide curriculum goals, called "Standards of 
Learning (SOLs)" are mandated and evaluat­
ed at the end of the year by state-adminis­
tered tests. If the students in your school 
don't do well, your school, as well as similar­
ly failing schools in the school division, are 
put on probation. If the SOL scores don't 
improve, the school is not to be accredited. 
As a matter of fact, the SOLs have not been 
around long enough for any schools to lose 
accreditation. As a result of being under this 
swinging hatchet, NO ONE ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE SCHOOL DIVISION TEACHES 
ANYTHING BUT SOLs. Sad, but true. If it 
ain't a SOL, no one teaches it. 

That includes the planetarium. If the 
lessons are not SOL-related, no one will 
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come. So, I realized that the New Jersey 
"Drinking Gourd" program was perfect. I had 
to teach, at Jed grade level, about several con­
stellations, including the": Big Dipper". I was 
also supposed to demonstrate the uniqueness 
of the placement of the North Star. And, 
because January and February are 3rd grade 
months at the planetarium, I could throw in 
a little black history to my predominantly 
African-American students during Black 
History month. It all came together; a perfect 
match except for one thing: I was also sup­
posed to teach about the rotation of the 
earth. 

Hey, who doesn't like a good challenge? 
Easy for a planetarian, right? Here's a brief 
outline for my Jed grade lesson: I start with a 
20-minute segment of earth rotation which 
includes looking at a spinning globe, then 
imagining we are on the globe, looking at 
the sky for 24 hours. During this segment, I 
am very careful to make sure that everyone 
sees what the "Big Dipper" looks like, and 
that the North Star doesn't move when the 
earth turns. 

Now begins my 2nd 20-minute segment. I 
say something like this: "Now we are going 
to start over, as if you just walked into the 
planetarium. I would like to share a little 
piece of American history with you. About 
200 years ago, black children in the Southern 
United States were slaves ... " Now the New 
Jersey show tape cuts in, beginning with a 
short discussion of the horrible life of slaves, 
which encouraged them to escape to non­
slave regions up north. "They traveled at 
night [when they escaped] so that no one 
could find them. [Visitors to the plantations 
who were sympathetic to the plight of slaves 
often secretl y tried to hel p them. They 
would teach the slaves a song: 'Follow the 
Drinking Gourd']". I play the song. then we 
figure out how learning a song about follow­
ing a "drinking gourd" could help you find 
north. After they are led to see that the 
"Drinking Gourd" is another name for the 
"Big Dipper," they could figure out how the 
Drinking Gourd could be used to find the 
North Star. It was the star to be used at night 
to figure out which way was north, heading 
toward freedom. The lesson ends when we 
sing the song together and then see a short 
clip from the N.]. video of part of the fiction­
alJeannette Winter story. 

I tried out my outline on real classes: 
everyone loved it! I had a winner! But it 
could be improved, I thought. So I began to 
do some research. I found three recordings of 
the song "Follow the Drinking Gourd" from 
the 1960s when it apparently had a renewal 
among folk Singers. I found out, from inter­
viewing Dr. Christopher Brooks, a college 
professor from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, that this song is an example of 
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what were called 
ery era. He said that "Follow the 
Gourd" is the only song of this genre 
vive. "We don't know the 
any of the others," he said. "We 
they existed, that directions for. u. "YlIV un: 

specific routes north were memorized 
potential escapees in these 
added this information to my lesson. 

I hit on a treasure one 
someone had made a 
was for sale. I bought it. I remembered 
dipper I had that my had 
the well in his yard, before DillmbmlR: 
indoors at his house in 1925. It looked 
like the drinking gourd: both had 
dIes and a scoop-shaped 
end. I took them both to the 
and showed them to 3rd graders when 
them to figure out those seven 
the sky were called (in first .:>C:j"UJlLU 

"dipper" and (in second segment) 
gourd". 

In the autumn, grocery stores and 
stands sell what they call "ornamental 
gourds". They are small and 
colored when freshly 
encouraged to buy them to make faU 
tive arrangements for the home. I 
bunch of them. I discovered that if you 
them sit around for awhile, some would 
Others, however, will dry out, become very 
light in weight, and when the seeds 
loose themsel ves from the sides, 
shake gourds and come up with 
rhythm instruments for music. 
that maracas are really gourds (at least 
original ones were). 

I asked people with gardens if 
gourds. I begged for ones didn't 
got some really nice big ones, of r!;J'fDlrt>r,t 

shapes and sizes. Wow! coli ection 
growing! 

I found a round gourd, about 10 inches 
cm) in diameter, which had a I-inch (21/2 

circular opening cut in one side. It for 
sale; it was a birdhouse. I I saw, 
while riding around in the country, lots of 
these "bird house gourds"; I had 
noticed them before. 

A friend grew some gourds one year her 
garden. Gourds grow on a vine and 
out quickly. She gave me a few. The next 
year, she did not plant any seeds, but 
the ones from the year before came back 
with a vengeance, threatening to take over 
the whole garden. I got more. 

I began to wonder why I would often 
the music called "The Sorcerer's 
sounding in my ear, as I visualized 
Mouse in the Walt Disney classic: Fantasia. 
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Just like a 
grown-up 

A planetanum 
on the road 




