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Repository Management Burden Conclusion

Repository Management Solution

Cost recovery for small biorepositories remains a 
challenge. We propose the utilization of fee-for-
service options for investigator-initiated projects 
as well as a basic histology core can both expand 
your range of clientele and serve as financial 
infrastructure to support the longevity of your 
repository.

It is widely acknowledged biobanks are a critical 
bridge in propelling scientific discovery in the new 
age of genetic research. Biobanks are essential 
as direct access to high quality biospecimens is 
exceedingly difficult. While the ease of access a 
biobank provides to researchers is invaluable, 
many small biobanks struggle to meet sustainable 
cost recovery and lack secure long-term funding 
and may solely rely on institutional support [1]. 
Developing a viable and potentially profitable 
infrastructure is key in ensuring small biobanks 
remain a valuable asset to future scientific 
discoveries.

In addition to our repository, we have an attached histology 
core, which provides technical research pathology services to 
academic, clinical, and scientific organizations. The core 
specializes in both microtomy and cryotomy as well as routine 
and specialized tissue processing and staining, IHC, tissue 
microarray development, slide scanning, and nanoString
analysis. The largest portion of our cost recovery comes from 
this core, vastly helping to aid in sustainability. 
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2. EVMS Biorepository
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Introduction

The EVMS Biorepository is a small biobank that 
houses over 75,000 human specimens from a 
wide array of anatomical sites and disease states, 
backed by a comprehensive clinical database. It 
is the only CAP-accredited biorepository at an 
academic health center in the state of Virginia and 
is only the second medical facility in the 
commonwealth to earn this distinction. 
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Biorepository
Histology

Fee-based Services

Alcian Blue Staining, Filaggrin IHC, Hematoxylin & Eosin Staining, Sirius Red and Fast Green Staining, Tissue sectioning and ribboning

nanoString
Multiplex platform for RNA, DNA and protein analysis

Tissue Processing, Sectioning, Special Stains, and IHC

NanoZoomer Slide Scanning & Tissue Microarray 
Development

Investigator Initiated Studies
by Project

Prostate Study
Placenta Project
Pancreas Study
Back Pain Study
Trauma Opioid Study

One strategy we employ 
to subsidize costs is our 
fee-for-service 
assistance of 
investigator-initiated 
project-based 
consenting, procuring, 
processing, storage and 
collection management 
of samples.  
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