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The Questions Authors Ask: A
Survey of Three Peer-Reviewed
Journals
By Meghan McDevitt

each journal were collected and entered into an Excel

Managing Editor

spreadsheet between February 1, 2018 and April 30, 2018.

The Journal of Pediatrics

Results
The most common questions received by all three journals
were related to manuscript preparation and formatting
(Figure 1). Each journal also selected one category for which
they received more questions than the other two journals. GIE
received the most questions related to ethics (Figure 2A). The
Journal of Pediatrics received the most questions about article
Editors’ Note: Meghan McDevitt, along with her poster co-

proposals and revision extensions (Figure 2B). JNCI’s most

authors, won first place in the 2018 ISMTE North American

common questions were related to authorship confirmation

Conference poster competition. See their winning poster at

(Figure 2C).

the end of this article.

Discussion
Editorial offices serve as the main hub for assisting authors, reviewers, and editors throughout the manuscript

Because every journal has unique formatting and submission

submission and peer-review process. Hundreds if not

requirements and author guidelines tend to be extensive,

thousands of emails are received, and editorial office staff

manuscript preparation can be frustrating for authors, es-

spend the majority of their time responding to and answering

pecially if they submit to more than one journal. It was

these queries.1 Our study aimed to identify the most common

therefore not surprising that the most questions received by

types of author questions received and to determine if these

all three journals were related to this topic. We discussed

varied based on the journal. A longer-term goal was to de-

possible solutions to address the volume of questions re-

termine if these questions could be proactively addressed.

ceived related to manuscript preparation and formatting.
Because most journal author instructions are long and

Methods

detailed, a visually appealing quick start guide or cheat sheet
with simplified instructions could be helpful. Another pos-

Three peer-reviewed journals, Gastrointestinal Endoscopy

sible solution would be to develop a standard list of essential

(GIE), JNCI: Journal of the National Cancer Institute, and The

requirements that all journals could use.

Journal of Pediatrics, were included in this study. A list of 14

The importance of developing clear and concise author

question categories was prepared for data collection. The

instructions is apparent. Some journals have implemented

categories included manuscript formatting, ethics, cost,

checklists to provide authors with a simplified version of the

submission status, technical difficulties with the submission

submission instructions.2 Including visual aspects, such as ta-

system, authorship, article proposals/pre-submission in-

bles that outline basic requirements, can also be helpful.3

quiries, appeals to rejections, revision extensions, reviewer

Regularly auditing author instructions to ensure they are up-to-

comments, corrections, post-acceptance correspondence,

date and consistent with communications from the editorial

invited articles, and other (Table 1). Majority consensus was

office can result in an optimal customer service experience.4

used as needed to resolve doubt about a question’s category

Each journal speculated about why it received more

or whether a follow-up question was considered a new in-

questions for the second category than the other two

quiry. Author questions received by phone or by email at

journals, and feedback was shared among the journals.

www.ISMTE.org
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Table 1. Categorization of questions used in data analysis.
Category
1

Description
Manuscript preparation and formatting (article types accepted and article type requirements, word
count, page count, abstract format, limits to the number of figures/tables, how to find author
instructions, how to submit, articles sent back for formatting or missing components)

2

Ethics (IRB approval, trial registration, disclosures/COIs, funding sources, response to ethical
concerns–overlap in text)

3

Cost (fee to submit or publish, color fee)

4a

Submission status pre-acceptance

4b

Submission status post-acceptance (time to publication, when will proofs be received, appearance
on PubMed)

5

Technical difficulties with submission system

6

Authorship (number of authors, changes to author list, changes to corresponding author)

7

Article proposal/submission inquiry (authors emailing office abstracts, asking "is this worth
submitting?")

8

Rejection rebuttal

9

Extensions on revision

10

Questions about reviewer comments

11a

Correction after acceptance, before proof

11b

Correction after publication

12

Post-acceptance correspondence (social media, author interviews/podcasts, press releases, etc)

13

Questions about invited articles (editorials, replies to letters to the editor)

14

Other

Around the time of the study period, GIE implemented a new

The Journal of Pediatrics requires pre-submission ap-

policy of sending the conflicts of interest form by email to

proval for several article types, so these types of questions

each author upon acceptance, asking for updates. This

are to be expected and would be difficult to prevent, al-

change in policy resulted in a flood of questions concerning

though the editorial office could consider working the pre-

conflicts of interest and emails from authors whose conflicts

approval process into the submission system. Authors are

of interest had not been disclosed accurately. The GIE editorial

given four weeks to submit their revised manuscripts. Fur-

office anticipates that the number of these types of queries

ther investigation is needed to determine if the deadline

will decrease when authors get used to the new policy.

should be extended or if sending reminders through the

Figure 1. Number of questions received by participating journals, by category.
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Figure 2. Proportion of questions in each category, by journal.

submission system could decrease the number of these

6961-8808), Rebecca Hammer, Senior Editorial Assistant1,

types of queries.

Rebecca Lindeman, Senior Editorial Assistant1, Joshua

JNCI requires that all authors verify authorship at initial

Varnell, JNCI Editorial Assistant4, Deborah Bowman, MFA,

submission. Often, these emails are not received or are fil-

ELS, Senior Managing Editor of Clinical Publications2

tered as spam, and other issues such as incorrect or outdated

(https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4851-6319)

email addresses can result in undeliverable emails. The JNCI
editorial office considered moving the authorship re-

1

The Journal of Pediatrics, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital

Medical Center;

2

American Society for Gastrointestinal

3

quirement to the revision stage to reduce the number of

Endoscopy; JNCI: Journal of the National Cancer Institute,

queries received. Another potential solution would be to add

Oxford University Press; 4J&J Editorial

language to the submission system and author guidelines
instructing authors to add the system generated email address to their server settings so that communications from

Disclosure Statement

JNCI are not filtered as spam.

JB is an employee of the publisher of a journal in the study
and serves on the ISMTE poster committee; she recused

Conclusion
Editorial office staff communicate frequently with authors

herself from any discussion of this poster and did not participate in the voting process. The other authors declare no
conflicts of interest.

throughout the manuscript submission and peer-review process, often answering the same types of questions over and over
again. To reduce the repetitiveness of these questions and to
limit confusion or added burden to authors, it is important that
author instructions are as clear and concise as possible. Resources such as those available from ISMTE or discussing ideas
with other editorial offices can be useful when auditing author
instructions.

References:
1. Gerding A. What does a managing editor do all day? An
analysis of emails received in an editorial office. Editorial Office
News. 2018;11:17-20. https://doi.org/10.18243/eon/2018.11.1.4.
2. Padula D. How the submission instructions on your journal
website are impacting your workflow. Editorial Office
News. 2015;8:4-5.

Poster Authors
Meghan McDevitt, Managing Editor1, Stephanie Kinnan,

3. Kelly M. Help me, help you: Tips on creating strong author
guidelines. Editorial Office News. 2017;10:14-15. http://dx.
doi.org/10.18243/eon/2017.10.3.6.

Assistant Managing Editor of Clinical Publications2 (https://

4. Wooden P. “QC Okay”: Decreasing author submission

orcid.org/0000-0001-7587-7307), Jeannine Botos, PhD,

headaches without pain meds. Editorial Office News. 2015;

Scientific Managing Editor3 (https://orcid.org/0000-0002-

8:19-20. http://dx.doi.org/10.18243/eon/2015.8.12.4.
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Interview with an Award Winner:
Sherryl Sundell
Editors’ Note: Sherryl Sundell was the recipient of the 2018

Laureate—and to have a highly competent office staff. It

ISMTE Award for Achievement or Innovation.

was a great honor to serve on the ISMTE Board too. Actually,
though, I am most proud that I found this career at all and that
good, competent people consider me their peer.

What was your reaction when you found out
you were receiving this Award?
I was thrilled!

Finally, what advice do you have for new ISMTE
members or those just starting their careers in
the field?

What does this Award mean to you?

Giving advice holds the risk of people rolling their eyes at you

Members of the International Journal of Cancer editorial office
staff nominated me for the Achievement or Innovation Award
for quality control projects that we conducted at our
journal—one concerning cell line authentication, the other
image integrity, both very important for cancer research and
for the scientific process in general. That is meaningful for

(but I am used to that). If I must, however, it would be this:
Always strive to do your best job. Take advantage of all
ISMTE has to offer. Contribute! Go the extra mile for your
journal and your career because it will pay off in the end. And
keep smiling, even when it’s already 4 pm and you still have
10 new manuscripts to process and 25 decisions to send.

several reasons. For one, the award shows that our journal has
made great progress in promoting and implementing important scientific criteria for publication, which in turn have been
accepted by our journal’s community and enhanced the
journal’s reputation. Furthermore, the award acknowledges,
and indeed honors, the process that all of us at IJC went
through; it underscores the implications of implementing such
quality control criteria and of learning how to structure a good
project. For me personally, the award means that my ideas and
leadership efforts were fruitful, which is both humbling and
uplifting at the same time.

What role has ISMTE played inyour professional life?
ISMTE has played an extremely important role in my professional life. As I have said before, the society gave me the
knowledge and professional self-confidence to do my job
well and do it creatively.

Which professional accomplishment in your
career or with ISMTE are you most proud of?
I have been privileged to work with two Editors-in-Chief
who are very high-powered scientists—including a Nobel

www.ISMTE.org

Sherryl Sundell (right) receives the Award for Achievement or
Innovation from ISMTE President Julie Nash.
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Start 2019 off on the right foot by renewing
your ISMTE membership today!
ISMTE Members Are:
•

connected to a network of peers, publishers, vendors, potential clients, and employers

•

learning from the experience of other members

•

training and mentoring others

•

involved at the ground level of a growing organization

Click here to renew your membership, and don’t forget to tell your colleagues and friends about the benefits of joining
ISMTE!

Congratulations to Katie
Murphy and Jan Higgins!
Katie and Jan are the winners of the Audience Favorite award in the 2018 ISMTE North American Conference poster
competition. Look for their poster and an accompanying article in a future issue.

ISMTE Resources

Energize your editorial office operations, and check out this month’s featured resource, “Reference Management
Software,” from the ISMTE Professional Development Education Committee. Whether you’re looking for direction on
a process or browsing for an idea to improve your workflow, click on the link and see if you can learn something new
today.
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Interview with an Award Winner:
Meghan McDevitt
Editors’ Note: Meghan McDevitt was the recipient of the 2018

available with different time commitments and various

ISMTE Award for Excellence.

levels of responsibility. Don’t be afraid to ask questions or
reach out when you need help. Chances are, you are not the

What role has ISMTE played in your
professional life?

first person to have that question or experience a certain
situation.

The ISMTE has been a part of my professional life almost from the
very beginning. When I started my first job as an Editorial Assistant,
my Managing Editor, Deborah Bowman, was about to become the
second Editor of EON, and she asked if I would be interested in
helping her edit and solicit articles. That was just the beginning!
Over the years, I have enjoyed serving on the Board of Directors
and participating in various committees. What I find most important about volunteering and being involved with the ISMTE—or
any organization—is that the experiences provide opportunities
to expand professional skills beyond what one does in one’s job
day-to-day. The ISMTE serves a vital role in my professional development, and I am so happy to be a part of this community.

Which professional accomplishment in your
career or with ISMTE are you most proud of?
Serving for three years as the Editor of EON was an amazing, if
challenging, opportunity. I enjoyed working with the authors,
reading the pieces as they came in, and felt a true sense of accomplishment each time an issue was released. In terms of my
career, transitioning The Journal of Pediatrics’ editorial office from
a predominately paper-based process to an entirely electronic
workflow has definitely been my biggest accomplishment so far.

Finally, what advice do you have for new ISMTE
members or those just starting their careers in
the field?
Get involved! Member-led organizations like ISMTE are
always looking for volunteers. Plenty of opportunities are

Meghan McDevitt (right) receives the Award for Excellence from
ISMTE President Julie Nash.

Call for Submissions
Are you a fan of EON? Do you have an idea for an article, column, or special section? EON is currently accepting
submissions for all 2019 issues. Contact our editorial office today for more information.

www.ISMTE.org
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Is There a Business Case for
Open Data?
By Tim Vines, PhD
Consultant
Origin Editorial

Despite its pessimism, this quote does hint at an answer:
The link between data sharing and academic success is realized only when “nobody publishes in particular journals
without sharing their data.” The fact that one can currently
publish even major discoveries without the supporting data
seems absurd, but that’s where we are these days.
A fair proportion of journals have adopted data sharing
policies (e.g., 44% of the biomedical journals examined here;
38% here). However, few journals ensure that the datasets are
complete and well annotated (e.g., Roche et al’s study), and
only a tiny fraction include evaluation of the data in the peer-

Editors’ Note: This article originally appeared on The Scholarly
Kitchen website on November 15, 2017.

review process. Enforcing data policies is hard work for
journals because authors do not spontaneously supply all of
their datasets. Instead, the journal has to cross-reference the

On the first day of Open Access Week, Figshare released

manuscript with the data provided and chase down all of the

the 2017 edition of their ‘State of Open Data’ report. The

missing datasets (this is typically about half). With specialist

document contains a number of thoughtful pieces from the

staff, this effort is just about possible for accepted manu-

European Commission, the Wellcome Trust, and Springer

scripts; achieving it for all submissions so that reviewers can

Nature (among others), as well as the results of Figshare’s

look at the data is nigh impossible.

second annual survey of researchers about their experiences
with data sharing.

Outside the ivory tower, a whole new economy is springing
up around data. Some firms amass data on people and then

The report as a whole is a useful microcosm on where we

sell access to advertisers who want to reach a particular

currently stand with open data. Large, influential organiza-

segment. Others trawl open datasets with sophisticated al-

tions like the European Commission and Wellcome have

gorithms in the hope of finding unforeseen (and perhaps

thrown their weight (and policies) behind the idea that the

profitable) insights. ‘Data is the new oil’ can be heard at

data underlying scientific research should be available to

seminars and conferences all round the world. A lot of money

everyone. By contrast, the response from researchers has

is being spent on collecting, curating, and storing all these

been mostly polite indifference: Only 20-30% of respondents

data.

claimed to have shared their data ‘frequently,’ and just under
half claimed either ‘rarely’ or ‘never.’

Back in academic publishing, we have seen open access
(OA) grow from a fringe concept into a widespread business

Despite the optimism of the 2017 survey infographic, only a

model, and the major publishers all now embrace and pro-

small portion of the researcher community is actively supportive

mote OA. Can we hope for the same with open data? The

of open data, especially when it’s their own data that might

economic forces behind the adoption of OA are clear, au-

become open. Overcoming this lassitude and/or resistance is a

thors are highly motivated to publish and the journal receives

formidable task and will require coordinated efforts from fun-

money for each article. More funders than ever now require

ders, publishers, and institutions. Mark Hahnel (of Figshare)

authors to direct their papers towards OA journals.

despairs at the scale of the problem in the 2016 report:

Currently, this is not the case for open data: Authors don’t

We are not the first, nor will we be the last to point out

expect to pay the journal for reviewing their datasets, and

that our academic system is fundamentally broken—

there is resistance to the idea that authors should pay more

publication in particular journals assures funding and job

than a few hundred dollars for data hosting. Journals could

prospects; no one becomes a professor for sharing

roll the extra costs associated with reviewing data into their

their data.

APCs or subscriptions, but investing in data sharing seems to

www.ISMTE.org
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course, either dataset could be combined with other penguin
or Drosophila data, but these are unlikely to achieve the scale
at which they could have some commercial application. This
story on data from mosquito surveys in the US sheds some
light on the scope of this granularity problem.
Going back to the 2016 Figshare report on Open Data,
there’s a notable section on the commercial aspects of open
data in the piece by Sabina Leonelli:
The very idea of scientific data as artefacts that can be traded,
circulated across the globe and re-used to create new forms
of value is indissolubly tied to market logics, with data figuring
as objects of market exchange. National governments and
industries that have invested heavily in data production (…)
are keen to see results. This requirement to maximize
returns from past investments, and the urgency typically

make the journal less, and not more, attractive to authors. For

attached to it, fuels the emphasis on data needing to

example, the shift in submissions from PLOS ONE to Sci-

travel widely and fast to create knowledge that would

entific Reports coincides with the former’s adoption of a

positively impact human health.

more stringent data policy. As long as authors see strong
data policies as just another obstacle to publishing their

In this vision, the data associated with published papers end

work, journals will struggle to commit editorial resources to

up in closely related industries, and these industries somehow

enforcing those policies.

use the data to make money. This fulfills the funders’ goal of

This situation could change if we shift to a world where

stimulating economic activity through scientific research.

papers without (peer-reviewed) data are seen as weak and

However, none of this income makes its way to back those

unsupported, as then authors would place a premium on

tasked with collecting and vetting the dataset prior to its

publishing in journals with strong data policies. However, it is

publication (i.e., the journal), such that journals have no in-

hard to see how publishers can hammer this message home

centive to ensure that the data are either error-free or even

without casting doubt on their back catalogue or alienating

present at all.

their more senior authors and editors.

It’s therefore hard to see how the editorial office costs

Are there other economic forces that would push pub-

associated with the peer review and sharing of research data

lishers to ensure that all their articles are accompanied by

will be defrayed: Authors don’t generally value journals with

the underlying data? In some ways, datasets associated with

strict data policies, and once the data are out there there’s

research papers are highly desirable, as they are collected by

little scope for the journal to generate further revenue.

trained experts under carefully controlled conditions. If the

As with most problems of this sort, there are two immediate

data have been included in the review process, they should

solutions. First, somehow make it much cheaper for journals to

also be well annotated and hopefully error-free. One im-

enforce their data policies, so that the costs can be covered

mediate obstacle to making money with shared scientific

with existing revenue. Second, get more money. One source

data is licensing: Many open datasets associated with re-

could be the funders, as they are keen for the data from their

search articles use the CC-BY-NC license to forestall re-use

projects to reach the public domain. Helping journals cover the

for commercial purposes.

cost of getting datasets from authors and putting them

Another issue is the granularity of research data. The vast

through review would ensure that a) authors do a much better

consumer behavior datasets collected by Google and

job of data management, and b) data associated with funders’

Facebook have the individual as the common thread; simi-

projects are complete and well annotated when they become

larly, the big datasets coming out of cities have common

public. Unfortunately, neither of these solutions seems likely, at

reference points (e.g., locations). This is not the case for the

least in the immediate future.

datasets arising from scientific research: Most are small and

In sum, if open data is going to become commonplace

collected to answer a very specific question. There is no

(which it should), we have to recognize that journals are the

conceivable thread joining a dataset on the temperature of

most important conduit. Promoting open data has to be in

penguin eggs to the DNA sequences of 1,000 fruit flies. Of

their interests as well.

www.ISMTE.org
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Predatory Journals: Take Two
By Meghan McDevitt

In view of your significant contributions to this field,

Managing Editor

we would like to invite you to contribute your valuable

The Journal of Pediatrics

articles to our (JPND; ISSN: 2456-5482) and to make it
open for various researchers in the field of Paediatrics
and Neonatology.
Our journal is indexed in Google Scholar, Crossref,
WorldCat, Harvard library, Mendeley, Scilit, Cite factor and
other indexing services.
Please click here to submit your manuscript
Feel free to contact us for assistance and queries.
Looking forward to your valuable response.

Editors’ Note: In September, EON published an article by

Thank you

Deborah Bowman highlighting the outrageous predatory
emails we receive on a regular basis. In this second installment, Meghan McDevitt shares some additional examples of the lengths these predators will go to scam editors and
authors. They are copied and pasted exactly as received, except
names and links have been removed. If you have received an
even more outrageous or hilarious predatory email, send it to

Unrealistic deadlines and turnaround times are
common. These two examples gave submission
deadlines only a few weeks after the email was
received.
Dear Dr. XXX

EON, and you may see it published in a future issue.
Glad to Connect.
Several times a week, my editors forward emails they’ve
received from suspicious journals inviting them to submit
articles or serve on editorial boards. Often the predatory
journal title is disconcertingly similar to our own journal’s
title, and like many of you, we worry that our authors may be
duped into submitting to an illegitimate journal. These emails
sometimes include an address in the signature line, and we
get a kick out of looking up the physical location the journals
claim to have. These “offices” are typically found in lonely
commercial parks or the occasional shuttered fast food
franchise location, another good indicator that something
just does not seem right!

Journal of Pediatrics and Pediatric Medicine is now
accepting submissions for April Issue. I would be
grateful if you could write a mini review or commentary
based on your previous article entitled “Fruit Juice and
Child Health.” for publication in our upcoming issue.
Original Research, Reviews, Case Reports and Short
Communication etc., are also welcome for publication in
this issue.
Journal of Pediatrics and Pediatric Medicine is a quarterly journal, publishing original research articles, reviews,
mini Reviews, commentaries, case reports and commentaries on pediatrics. Manuscripts submitted to Journal of
Pediatrics and Pediatric Medicine undergo rigorous and
thorough peer review.

Sent to The Journal of Pediatrics from the
“Journal of Paediatrics!”
Dear Dr. XXX
Greetings from the Journal of Paediatrics!
We recently had the good fortune of reading your article “Diagnosis and management of hypertension in
children and adolescents” which was well written and we
felt it would be our honor to appreciate your work.

www.ISMTE.org

If possible, I would appreciate receiving your submission on or before April 15, 2018. However, the journal
accepts articles year-round and any manuscript submitted
after the aforesaid deadline will be considered for publication in the next issue.
For more information and to submit a manuscript, go to
www.xxx.
We look forward to receiving your most important work
for the Journal of Pediatrics and Pediatric Medicine.

EDITORIAL OFFICE NEWS: N O V 2 0 1 8
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Dear Dr. XXX
Warm Greetings from the Mathews Journal of
Pediatrics!
It is our honour to invite eminent scientists like you to
publish your quality research work as manuscripts to
support global scientific community.
We are planning to release the next issue by first week
of April 2018, under the esteem guidance of our Editorial
board members.
Considering you as Potential Author we are pleased to
invite you to submit a Research, Review, Commentary,
Opinion articles, Short commentaries or Case report
towards the journal.
Mathews Open Access is been indexed in J-Gate,
Genamics, Google Scholar, Root Indexing and other
sites too.
Kindly submit your articles by 16th March 2018 as an
email to xxx@xxx.net So that we could process it for next
issue.
EB Invitation: It would be our pleasure to have you on

PREDATORY JOURNALS: TAKE TWO

Occasionally, an author alerts us to a suspicious
invitation. This vigilant author wrote “I routinely
receive dozens of emails like this daily, but this one
seemed to be wicked.”
Dear Sir
We are honored to invite you to contribute a manuscript
to a special edition under current research entitled
“Journal of Pediatrics.” The title that we wish to consider
is: “Special issue on Trends in Pediatric Critical Care”. We
have planned for publication of these special issues by
“60 – 70 Days” from now. Therefore, it is greatly appreciated if you would let me know as soon as possible whether
you agree to cover this or a related subject. On average, each
manuscript is 20-25 pages including the figures and tables.
Upon publication, your manuscript will be included in the
“Document of book in our journal" which will ultimately
contain nearly 3500 - 5000 manuscripts and will be circulated.
If you are interested we request you to accept our request as Guest Editor for these Topics.

the Editorial board of the journal. Kindly send us your

1. Editing Special issue

biography, research interest and photograph to the

2. Proposing title, authors with minimum of 5 articles

above mentioned email-id

3. Reviewing all these articles

NOTE: If it is not feasible to you at this time, please allow
us to grasp your feasible time to contribute.
We will be waiting for a positive response from you.
Please be at liberty to approach us regarding any queries
and concerns.

4. Make a dead line for submission and publication
If you agree to contribute a manuscript let us know
before 24 – 48 hours. If you are under busy schedule I
suggest that you provide a tentative date for submission,
normally 2-5 months after you accept to contribute a
manuscript. You can change this date in case that you

Maybe this one was run through Google translate
one too many times…
Dear Dr. XXX
Best wishes to you and your family.
Apologize if I am disturbing you with my emails.
We are pleased to inform you that we are in need of two

cannot meet the deadline. You can submit either an
original article or a review. Your manuscript including text
and figures should be submitted to me by email as attachment. Once your manuscript is received, it will be peer
reviewed and once accepted, you will receive an acceptance letter.
Thank you.

articles to accomplish upcoming issue by the 12th March.
Hence I have chosen some illustrious people like you to

As written about previously, invitations from predatory

support us for launching this issue with your eminent

journals are becoming increasingly elaborate and sneaky.

manuscript. So will you please help us by submitting at

Like we see with other types of spam or phishing emails,

least 2 Page Opinion/Mini-Review/Case report for re-

the “From” line in the email can be altered to make it look

leasing of this issue in time.

like it is coming from a known contact. Hovering over the

Your single article sustains us a lot and impacts my
ranking.
I feel pleasurable to inaugurate up this issue with your
contributions.
Hope you will comeback with your piece of writing.

www.ISMTE.org

text reveals the true sender’s email address, but it’s easy to
miss. Educating our authors, increasing transparency, and
maintaining high-quality standards for our own journals
will continue to help distinguish legitimate journals from
malicious ones.
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COPE FLOWCHART

Permission to publish this flowchart was granted by the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). Please visit http://
publicationethics.org/ for additional flowcharts and information.

www.ISMTE.org
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EVENTS

Calendar of Events
Medical Writing & Communication Conference
November 1-3, 2018
Washington, DC, USA
http://www.amwa.org/
ISMTE European Conference
November 8, 2018
London, UK
www.ismte.org
EASE members receive ISMTE member registration rate
47th EMWA Conference
November 8-10, 2018
Warsaw, Poland
http://www.emwa.org/

American Chemical Society Publications
American Institue of Physics
J & J Editorial, LLC
Origin Editorial, LLC
Wolters Kluwer Health Medical Research

Aries Systems Corp.
Clarivate Analytics
Compuscript
Elsevier
Enago
Oxford University Press
SalientContent, LLC
Taylor & Francis
Technica Editorial Services

www.ISMTE.org
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EON

Editorial Office News (EON) is the official publication of the
International Society of Managing and Technical Editors
(ISMTE) and is published monthly. The contents and opinions
expressed by the authors do not necessarily represent those
of the Society, the Board of Directors, or EON Editors, nor
does the publication of an article constitute an endorsement
on the part of ISMTE of the authors’ organizations or companies. Submissions are welcome and can be sent to the
Editors at the address below. Submissions may be edited for
style and format without the author’s permission. Authors
must seek permission to reprint any copyrighted material
and provide this permission to the Editors.
EON’s content belongs to the members of ISMTE. Users
may view and download EON articles for personal, noncommercial use. Use beyond that allowed by the “Fair Use”
limitations (sections 107 and 108) of the US Copyright law
requires written permission from the EON Editors.

A note on English: ISMTE aims to be a truly international
society. English will represent our lingua franca, but we would
like to stress that, in materials published in EON or online,
variations in idiomatic usage and spelling should reflect the
origins of the author. No one version of English is preferred over
the other.

····························································
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