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Why Assistive Technology 

1. To address the current and emerging need 

2. To look beyond physical disability ð in fact, beyond 

disability 

3. To diversify Prosthetics and Orthotics Sector ð to be 

valued more and remain relevant  

4. To ensure the benefit of Universal Health Coverage 

(UHC) reaches to all  

5. To assist countries in implementing the Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 
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What is Assistive Technology 

ÅIt is a subset of Health 

Technology 

ÅIt assists to maintain or 

improve functioning 

ÅProviders are mostly 

health personnel and  

ÅIt is beyond products 
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Assistive 

 Technology 

Assistive 
Products 
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Assistive Products: Cane to assistive robots 
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20 Century 21 Century 

1950    2000          2050 
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20 Century 21 Century 

1950    2000          2050 

Health intervention/system 

Preventive curative 

Promotive Rehabilitative 
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Health sector 

intervention ð 

Policy, Products, 

Provision and 

Education are still 

very much based 

on realities of 

20th Century -50 

Health sector 

intervention ð Policy, 

Products, Provision 

and Education 

needs to match the 

need of 21st 

Century, especially 

50+. In fact  

0ð100+ 
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Medicines 

Vaccines 
Medical 
devices 

Medicines 

Vaccines 

Medical 
devices 

Assistive 

products 
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