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the Netherlands, while the majority came from West Africa.
Seven academic papers were presented in three sessions--Civil society and Development in Africa, Modelling
the Influential Impact of CSOs in Africa, and Sustaining
Civil Society in Africa. Each paper was presented to the
full meeting with a discussant for each paper. Plans for a
Working Papers Series are under way.
A panel discussion
on “The Significance of the
Women’s Movement in Africa:
Successes and Challenges” provided information on the history and changing character
of women’s movements, gave
insight into inspirational grass
root initiatives and a homegrown leadership program,
and offered the opportunity
for personal testimonies. The
session chairperson concluded
with a call for practitioners
to partner with academics to
investigate issues in the forward march to position the continent for a transformational
change.
The conference included two keynote addresses. The
first was given my Ms. Theo Sowa, CEO of the African
Women’s Development Fund (AWDF). Ms. Sowa highlighted the need to challenge civil society to take its place and to
continue to play a role in the social, economic and political
change of the continent. Ms. Sowa mentioned that researchContinued on page 4

he 2016 ISTR Africa Regional Network conference,
“Civil Society and Renascent Africa: A stocktaking”
was held from April 19-20, 2016 in Accra, Ghana. It
was organised in collaboration with the West Africa Civil Society Institute (WACSI), which hosted the conference and the
Institute of African Studies (IAS) of the University of Ghana.
Civil society has been heralded as a key, theoretically
and practically to a renascent
Africa. The conference sought
to examine the extent to which
civil society has lived up to
the expectations. Specifically, the conference took stock
of two decades of civil society
praxis and its contributions to
the imperatives of a renascent
Africa. Researchers presented
papers that addressed topics
such as the historical antecedents of civil society in Africa,
civil society’s contributions to
strengthening governance, civil society’s role in the African
integration agenda, civil society and neoliberalism, civil society and donor relations, African philanthropy and sustaining civil society’s robustness and influence.
There were 56 participants made up of practitioners
mainly from Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) as
well as coalitions, faith and community-based organisations,
among others. Academics and scholars were also present at
the conference. The conference boasted participants from 12
different countries including Kenya, South Africa, UK and
1

P

r e s i d e n t

´s C

o l u m n

cess story and a highlight of attraction particularly for those
who are entering the field of study. Also, the ISTR Emerging Scholar Dissertation Award for an excellent PhD thesis
has been met with increased interest among the community of young scholars and civil society professionals around
the world. All in all, there are many reasons why the ISTR
Stockholm International Conference is met with enthusiasm
and increased interest throughout our global community of
civil society and nonprofit scholars and practitioners.
However as a European, I also tend to see the fly in
the ointment. It is thoroughly right: There is an urgent need
for civicness and civil society engagement all over the world.
This might be the most important reason why the upcom-

Dear Friends and Members of ISTR,

S

oon we will meet in Stockholm. The upcoming ISTR
International Conference is just a few weeks ahead of
us. Indeed, the Swedish Organizational Committee and the
ISTR office in Baltimore are struggling with the nitty gritty
of making ends meet. For our association, Stockholm will
be the largest international conference up until now. More
than 750 members have registered and are looking forward
to a conference of 403 papers, 46 panels, 23 round tables, 20
poster sessions and a number of keynote speeches. There are
many reasons why this year´s ISTR International Conference
is met with such interest and enthusiasm. For sure Stockholm is great location and has developed
over the years into a hotspot of international tourism. But more importantly, the
Scandinavian community of civil society
research has during the last decades contributed significantly to the growth and
further development of our field of study.
Also, as numerous empirical studies and
survey research have proved, the European North stands out for lively and highly
supportive civil societies. Scandinavia provides a textbook example that “big government” of a strong welfare state does not at
all crowd out civil society in terms of civic
engagement, giving and caring about your
neighbors.
It has also to be mentioned that the
current ISTR Board has, indeed, tried hard
to make the international conference more
attractive. We introduced several so-called
“conference innovations” such as “round
tables” that allow scholars and/or practitioners to discuss
a “hot topic” without presenting elaborated papers. Also,
the brand new “ISTR Lecture Award” will be launched in
Stockholm. The Lecture is intended to serve as an honorary
award and acknowledgment for scholars who as members
and friends of ISTR have significantly contributed to the
growth and scientific development of our multi-disciplinary
field of research. Our first ISTR lecturer will be the distinguished scholar, Stanley N. Katz from Princeton University,
a long-time member and supporter of ISTR. Finally, it is
great to see that the “next generation” of civil society and
nonprofit scholars is coming to Stockholm. The ISTR PhD
Seminar, started in Siena in 2012, has developed into a suc-

Annette Zimmer
ing conference in Stockholm is met with such interest from
so many countries around the globe. The combination of
neo-liberalism as the almost unquestioned doctrine or our
time and an attuned globalization of commercial activities
has in many parts or the world weakened the power of the
government to such an extent that civil society has become
the single and only hope for the majority of the impoverished
population. In other parts of the world, we are witnessing
the fading away of democracy and the rule of law. The “big
guys” providing simple solutions for complex problems and
promising heaven on earth are again back on stage. And this
development is by far not restricted to countries in which democracy has never had a chance to flourish; on the contrary,
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market, the state and civil society in order to stop:
• the vanishing of the middle class in the western
hemisphere,
• the falling apart of statehood in countries in Africa
and the Middle East,
• the return to authoritarian rule in parts of LatinAmerica, Asia and Russia and
• the renaissance of pre-modern societal models which
are particularly harmful and disastrous for women.
There is a big task for civil society all over the world.
It is an important time for civil society studies and the ISTR
community is part of that and we need to make our voice
heard around the world.

also in so-called very mature and long-standing democratic countries, people are fascinated by populist slogans that
remind many Europeans and particularly Germans of the
atrocities of our past. Against this background, in particular
international journalism as well as some political scientists
are looking upon civic activism and civil society as the “big
hope” in turbulent times. It might be the case that these are
the underlying reasons why our field of research has become
very attractive for a spectrum of disciplines and approaches.
However, we all know that civil society is an intermediary
force that depends on a stable and supportive environment
that at least has to be backed by the rule of law.
Hopefully in Stockholm, we, the scholarly community
of civil society and nonprofit studies, will address the right
topics and start a dialogue with civil society activists, policy
makers and members of the corporate world about how we
can contribute to hinder the further deterioration of civicness around the globe. What we need worldwide are strong
civil societies that are vital contributors to good governance.
And the prerequisite of good governance constitutes in the
co-operation between the sectors and the joint forces of the
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Best regards,

Annette Zimmer
President
zimmean@uni-muenster.de
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et the most up to date conference details on the mobile
app
Download the app at: http://bit.ly/ISTRapp on an iPhone, iPad or Android device (not a desktop or laptop). You
will be taken to the correct app store. The url is case sensitive.
• Find sessions by theme, speakers and day
• Have access to addresses and maps at your fingertips
• Find restaurants in Stockholm
• Follow the event on twitter at #ISTR2016
• Plan your own schedule
• Catch notifications during the conference
• Enjoy!

Watch for 2016 Conference Blog Posts at https://istrconference.wordpress.com/
Please make sure to meet the 20 authors and 20 poster
presenters on Thursday, June 30 at 6:15 p.m.

A special thanks to the Stockholm team who have
done double duty to accommodate a record number of conference delegates!
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Regional Network Conference
Held in Accra, Ghana
Continued from page 1
ers of the third sector have the potential to
help civil society deal with some of the matters raised. She presented that there is a problem of insufficient documentation and that
better documentation could capture models
and other efficient strategies on the continent.
There was potential and the responsibility to
capture and promote lessons learnt and that
would influence what needs to be changed to
strengthen the impact of CSOs. She made reference to how Dr. Moyo and his team were able to change
international discourse on the role of philanthropy in Africa,
through their volume on the subject of African Philanthropy.
Ms. Sowa emphasized that asking the right questions offer
room to explore issues in depth. On research, she presented that external funding affects chosen topics and resulting
outputs. She identified that as a challenge to the continent.
In her conclusion, Ms. Theo Sowa stated that it was her
hope that the conference would make a difference by really
exploring questions which plagued civil society and further
using the gleaned information to
produce think pieces and research
work to help civil society make
the needed contribution to development in Africa. She hoped that
such efforts would help civil society to be part of a renascent Africa that is about equality, strength
and built on a heritage.
Bhekinkosi Moyo, Executive Director of the Southern
Africa Trust and Secretary of the
Board of Directors of ISTR, presented, “Civil Society and Philanthropy in Africa.” Dr. Moyo
addressed the implications of
philanthropy for civil society. He emphasized that pursuing
philanthropy could provide alternative sources of resources
which would lead to more self-reliant structures as well as
spearhead efforts to serve the masses. He identified the need
to create an enabling legal framework on the continent such
as taxation and philanthropic laws. He identified that civil
society also could benefit from such developments and called

to advocate legislation for an enabling environment.
Dr. Moyo emphasized that philanthropy is on the increase. He made further additions hammering the need for
more research on resources, and also stated that there was
the question of how to change traditional thinking in relation to philanthropy.
A publishing workshop “Steps to Getting Your Research Published,” was organized by former ISTR board
member, Paul Dekker. Prof. Dekker encouraged practitioners and scholars to publish, after giving insights into
publishing. He presented the
types of publications, gave insight into academic journals,
presented the order for writing
empirical articles and informed
on the publishing cycle. Finally,
he shared extensively on Voluntas and other journals and series
that are relevant to the field of
civil society.
ISTR is most grateful for
the support from our partners,
WACSI and IAS of the University of Ghana, as well as The
African Women’s Development
Fund and the Ford Foundation
for their financial support. Special thanks to Nana Asantewa Afadzina, Executive Director of WACSI, Isaac Hubert
Arthur, Head of the Knowledge Management Unit, WACSI,
and Charles Kojo Vandyck, Head of the Capacity Development Unit, WACSI.
Additional information can be found at www.istr.org/
Africa
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ening to and accepting the value and potency of the more
positive parts of our cultures.
Extensive discussion and critique of the neoliberal conceptual framework revealed consensus around the need to
rethink the mainstream development frameworks within
which Africa has defined its principles and priorities, and
afforded participants space to start to deliberate on strategies
for more organic alternatives.
Other highlights for me included the panel on the
women’s movement. As with many discourses, women tend
to be overlooked and it was exciting to have this inspired
aspect and conversations on this critical subject anchored by
legends of the movement like Dzodzi Tsikata. The influence
of patriarchy on civil society was a learning point for me, as
were cited examples of the gendered experiences of young
women in South Africa’s #feesmustfall protests. In this light,
Dr. Kehinde Olayode’s paper, ‘Society in Protest: Social
Movements and Resistance to Economic Neoliberalism’, was
an indispensable feature that aided collective exposition of
the decreasing public tolerance for the political excesses of
states.
One thing that stood out clearly to me from this meeting is that we (civil society professionals) do not all see civil
society the same way; some participants seemed more accepting of civil society’s diversity and vulnerability to the
same problems plaguing African governments. Much like
the proverbial story of the blindfolded men feeling different
parts of an elephant, position(ing) informs perspective. One
simplistic example is the rancour that can occur between
NGOs and social movements over issues of legitimacy, validity of engagement, representation and responsiveness to
pressing social problems.
Discussions at the conference revealed some areas for
further research, including the relationship between civil
society and philanthropy, particularly African philanthropy
(Dr. Bhekinkosi Moyo’s presentation on this was enlightening), and the new dynamics of the African radical feminist
movement.
I would have liked to see a greater balance between
the idea of a renascent (read: more prosperous) Africa and the
increasingly thorny terrain for civil society with regard to
regulatory and policy frameworks and the myriad overt
and covert ways that states are devising to limit freedoms
of speech and association across Africa. More diverse geographic representation would have been enriching and the
presence of leaders of some protest movements could have
helped to broaden the scope of discussions.

By Titilope Ajayi
had the pleasure to attend the third Africa network conference of the International Society for Third-Sector Research, held in Ghana on 19 and 20 April 2016, as reviewer
and discussant of the draft paper, ‘A Critical Appraisal of the
Importance and Constraints of Civil Society Organisations
in Democratic Governance in Nigeria’ by Sholagbade Abiola. This article contains my reflections on the meeting.
The theme, ‘Civil Society and a Renascent Africa: A
Stock Taking,’ was apt, regarded against the multihued fabric of the Africa Rising narrative, evolving civil societies and
their environments, and the pointed need for focused reflection on these. To my mind, civil societies are at a juncture
where their reputation, arguably, is at an all-time low, political and economic landscapes are altering, and mass uprisings are increasing in direct proportion to states’ violent
clampdown on them—one writer terms this a ‘strangulation
of dissent’—across the continent. Prior to the ISTRAN conference, momentum was building toward the need for reflection on what all this means for civil societies and for Africa.
The timely meeting took up the challenge well and set the
pace for further discussion and action.
The conference was attended by a mix of civil society
professionals (I hesitate to use labels as I am aware that these
are often unexclusive), mostly from West Africa. This could
be a function of civil society conversations being more advanced in other regions, especially Southern Africa, where
Inyathelo and the Southern Africa Trust have led imperative
discussions on emerging topics like the rise of African
philanthropy and what this means for civil society. I was especially excited to meet Vandalark Patricks, a Liberian activist who was arrested in Liberia in February and charged with
sedition and criminal libel for leading a protest demanding
justice and accountability for the killings of several human
rights defenders and activists.
The many threads of conversation amounted to a restatement of civil society challenges, both conceptual (How
useful is the term/framework of civil society in African
contexts? How civil should civil society be in order to be
considered legitimate?) and practical (resourcing, credibility,
sustainability). The bias of opinion on the significance of a
renascent Africa leaned heavily in the direction of economic
resurgence, overlooking, to some extent, the process of awak-

I
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a researcher and a writer on conflict and security as well as
civil society and civic space, both focal points of her doctoral
work at the University of Ghana. She authored the chapter,
‘Building Civil Society in West Africa’ in The Handbook of
Civil Society in Africa published by Springer in 2014 and contributes periodically to the Nonprofit Quarterly online.

As with many conferences of this kind, the ISTRAN
one fell shorter on solutions than it did on problems—a
signal that the conversation, indeed the introspection and
detailed stocktaking, need to continue along these lines.
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Philanthropy in Brazil: Bridge
Over Troubled Waters?
By Fernando Nogueira, Patricia Mendonça, and
Paula Chies Schommer

B

razil has been in turmoil this past year,
including a recession, social unrest and
a troubling political crisis, which ultimately
led to the hotly contested impeachment of the
president Dilma Rousseff. In the midst of this,
two major events in the third sector field were
held, in March and April 2016 – the 9th GIFE
Congress (Group of Institute, Foundations and
Companies) and the 3rd FIFE (Inter-American
Forum of Strategic Philanthropy). These events
discussed important issues related to large donors and funding civil society organizations
(CSOs), as well as their roles in the present crisis
and the near future. ISTR members attended
the two events, taking part in debates and promoting links between academic research and the practices
of CSOs and their relations with the state and the private
sector.
GIFE is an organization that brings together the leading private social investors in Brazil. The central theme of
the 9th GIFE Congress was “the public sense of the social
private investment.” The event took place in São Paulo, from
March 30 to April 1, with the participation of 1,000 people from private donors (corporate, family and independent
institutes and foundations), public sector and CSOs. ISTR
members Patricia Mendonça and Fernando Nogueira participated in the roundtable “Private Social Investment, Public
Management and Public Policies: The Contributions of the
University for the Debate,” along with other researchers from

the University of São Paulo and Fundação Getulio Vargas.
They discussed the potential for partnerships between corporate investors and the public sector, as well as the possibilities for the Universities to intermediate this process through
executive education, research and consulting. One of the contributions that emerged from the discussion is that potential
partners should try to leave their prejudices out of the table
– not every government official is corrupt or lazy, not every
researcher is too academic or theoretical, not every corporate
foundation is in it only for branding or private gains.
The second event, FIFE, took place in Fortaleza, in the
northeast of Brazil, with an attendance of over 600 people,
most of which came from service-delivery CSOs (especially
health, education, social assistance). Even though the con6
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sector more accessible.”
Colombia has more nonprofit organizations per capita than any
country in the Americas except the
United States, the study found. There
are 296,467 nonprofits, or about one
nonprofit for every 163 Colombians,
Evans estimates. The U.S. has one
nonprofit for every 158 inhabitants.
Studies from Johns Hopkins University have estimated that Colombia also
has the highest rate of volunteerism in
Latin America. Home to about 48 million people, it is the fourth-largest country in the Western
Hemisphere by population.
The website Evans created will enable Colombians and
others to better understand the country’s nonprofit sector—
including its size, scope and composition—and to better
connect with individual nonprofits. The site is driven by an
extensive, searchable database documenting the vast majority of nonprofits nationwide. The entire database is available to the public and can be searched based on numerous
factors, including National Taxonomy for Exempt Entity
(NTEE) codes. Information is presented in an interactive,
geocoded map that includes contact information for each
organization, as well as a street view. It can be accessed in
Spanish and in English.
“This research serves as an institutional benchmark
and foundation for public policies and for strengthening all
of democratic and participatory civil society,” said Bernardo
Gonzales, then- deputy director of SuperPersonas Juridicas,
Mayor’s Office of Greater Bogotá. “This website contains
and showcases all of our nonprofits for the world to see, and
it will become the connecting point with nonprofit sector
entities beyond our borders, opening to us worldwide alternatives in sustainable development.”
The study also found that:
• Colombia has added an average of 11,000 new
nonprofits per year for the past 20 years.
• 75 percent of Colombia’s nonprofits have been
created within the last 15 years or less.
• The overwhelming majority of Colombian
nonprofits are in the northwest Andean region, with
clusters in the Bogotá central district.

ference covered many of the same topics as GIFE, there was a stronger focus
on managerial and fundraising challenges aimed at the professionals and
leaders of CSOs. In this sense, FIFE’s
promoters tested an interesting idea:
along with traditional panels (lectures
and debates), they held “consulting”
sessions. The public (40 to 80 people
per meeting) talked to experts to ask
for advice on specific issues – there were
sessions on fundraising, regulatory issues, human resources management.
ISTR members, Fernando Nogueira and Paula Schommer,
participated in the event, taking part in panels regarding
membership management in associations, ethics in fundraising, the dilemmas between strategic and social aspects
of management, and the connections between scientific research and practice in the third sector.
For Brazil to overcome its current ailments, its civil
society has to play an increasingly vital role in the public
sphere. Meetings such as GIFE and FIFE perform an important part in nurturing the development of the field and
in raising new questions and issues that need to be faced –
ranging from the very specific and managerial ones to the
very complex, more abstract and political issues.

Colombia’s Thriving Nonprofit Sector
Documented in New Website, Research

C

olombians and others now have greater access and insight
into the nation’s flourishing nonprofit sector as a result of
a groundbreaking website, database and research study.
“To strategically address human needs and help
strengthen civil society in Colombia, it first is important to
know what the philanthropic landscape looks like,” said Van
Evans, who conducted the research and created the resource.
Evans recently completed his Ph.D. at the Indiana University
Lilly Family School of Philanthropy and is a long-time professional in the international nonprofit sector.
“Colombia has a unique and special philanthropic climate,” Evans said. “But the extent of the sector was previously unknown, with no aggregate data available. This new
resource will increase the visibility of the country’s nonprofits, facilitate increased collaboration, and make the nonprofit

The website is available at http://esalcolombia.co.
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Lessons from City’s Resurgence to the
Future of Other American Cities
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how difficult it is to authentically engage in conversations
about strategies for revitalization without dealing with race.
“The issue of race is not one we have dealt with effectively or
comfortably in philanthropy or in local government.”
That concern emerged again in the first days keynote
conversation between Rip Rapson, The Kresge Foundation’s
CEO and President and Kevyn Orr, a partner with law firm
Jones Day and the former emergency manager for Detroit.
In addition to sharing illustrative details of how Detroit
emerged from bankruptcy to resurgence, Orr emphasized
how certain policies related to housing and the transfer of
wealth were designed to ensure that African-Americans could
not participate in the process. “Some of the economic decay
and income inequality was by design, and it expressed itself
very clearly in some places
like Detroit,” he said.
Day two of the forum examined the enabling conditions that
are necessary to stabilize
cities, building economic
momentum in turnaround
cities and how new models
of cross-sector leadership
can help to transform cities. In the closing plenary, moderator and Urban
Institute President Sarah
Wartell elicited insights
on the future of bold urban leadership from former New Orleans mayor and current National Urban League
President Marc Morial; former Houston mayor and current
Harvard Kennedy School of Government Resident Fellow
Annise Parker; Rock Ventures President and CEO Matt Cullen; and University of Chicago Vice President for Civic Engagement Derek Douglas. Together, they pondered the innovative thoughts and actions that will be needed to achieve
continued progress for communities in the years to come.
Douglas talked about how Detroit has not only served
as an example but as an inspiration for federal reform that led
to such endeavors as Strong Cities, Strong Communities. “It
enabled the federal government and those of us in the White
House who wanted to work on cities to build an initiative
that reached many more cities,” said Douglas, who previously served on the White House Domestic Policy Council as
special assistant to President Obama.

C

ities in crisis are crucibles for bold leadership. Such was
the premise that led to a yearlong inquiry undertaken
by The USC Center on Philanthropy and Public Policy (The
Center) in partnership with The Kresge Foundation. The
project began with an in-depth examination of the unprecedented cross-sector collaboration that led to Detroit’s revitalization and the lessons it might hold for driving next-generation urban policy and practice throughout the U.S. The
effort quickly expanded to a national dialogue fueled by a
series of roundtable discussions and the three-day leadership
forum – Drawing on Detroit: Bold Leadership and
the Future of American
Cities.
Held May 4-6 in
Los Angeles, the Drawing
on Detroit forum attracted more than 175 thought
leaders, including delegations from 16 cities across
the country. The gathering explored insights
that emerged from earlier
roundtable discussions in
New York and Washington, D.C.
The opening panel
on the catalytic role philanthropy can play on urban revitalization was moderated by Fred Ali, chair of The Center’s
Board of Advisors and Weingart Foundation president and
CEO. The notion of community and how it is defined must
underpin any discussion of how to transform cities in decline, said Heinz Endowments President Grant Oliphant.
“Community is really the core crisis of our time,” he said.
Elaborating on the theme of community, Kathy Merchant,
former president and CEO of The Greater Cincinnati Foundation, noted that evidence of Detroit’s decline was evident
well before the bankruptcy and that Detroit, unfortunately,
is not unique in this regard. She emphasized the importance
of building relationships within and between sectors early
on so that potential crises can be averted entirely or managed more quickly. Fred Blackwell, CEO of the San Francisco Foundation, and a former city leader reminded attendees
8
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and the inquiry will be available on The Center’s website.
The Center on Philanthropy and Public Policy promotes more effective philanthropy and strengthens the nonprofit sector through research that informs philanthropic
decision-making and public policy to advance community
problem solving. The Center is a part of the USC Sol Price
School of Public Policy, which works to improve the quality
of life for people and their communities, here and abroad.
For more information:
Please contact Gregg Millward, Senior Director of Development, The Center on Philanthropy and Public Policy at
gmillwar@usc.edu or 213 740 1776.

“There’s not a major American city that doesn’t have
some significant challenges,” Parker noted. Success in addressing them depends on “the individual dynamics of that
particular crisis [and] the individual dynamics of the personalities involved.” Crises can also bring certain advantages
in solving them, she added. “A crisis allows you to step out
of your normal patterns. It focuses your attention and allows
you to think in new ways.”
Following the Forum, a series of city to city exchanges were
facilitated to help identify cities with shared interests for cross
city learning around particular ideas and strategies for urban
revitalization. Videos and other information about the forum
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FAB-MOVE: Social Enterprises
on the Move

ter-sectoral ‘secondments’ of staff members from
academic and non-academic Partner organizations build the foundation for comparative research on social enterprises, their environments,
innovations and challenges in different contexts.
The secondments serve the goal to step outside
the well-known national contexts and raise awareness for national specificities through insights into differing
welfare regimes and Social Enterprise sectors. They will furthermore enable discussions with colleagues from partner institutions to reflect on and intensify these insights.
FAB-MOVE particularly focuses on the ‘embeddedness’ of social enterprises and its impact on their evolution.
It identifies crucial success factors for a sustainable development of these new and innovative organizations in an internationally comparative perspective. FAB-MOVE aims at
improving the transfer of knowledge between academics and

I

n January 2016, a new EU project on Social
Enterprises coordinated by ISTR President
Annette Zimmer, Münster University, was successfully launched. “For a Better Tomorrow: Social
Enterprises on the Move” (FAB-MOVE) is funded by the
EU Marie Skłodowska-Curie Research and Innovation Staff
Exchange (RISE) and lasts from January 2016 to December
2018. The project brings together researchers and practitioners from 9 European and 8 non-European countries to
explore the question of how social enterprises can grow and
flourish. At the heart of the project lies the idea to promote
international and inter-sector collaboration through research
and innovation staff exchanges, and sharing of knowledge
and ideas from research to market. International and in-
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Entrepreneurship, Change and Third Sector (Indonesia) was
seconded to the College of Management-Academic Studies (Israel). Ruth Simsa and Hanna Schneider from the University of Economics (Austria) spent one month each in Sevilla
(Spain) at their hosting institution Mujeres Supervivientes,
an initiative that works with women that have been subject to violence of gender.
Based on their experiences and insight gained in this
first project phase, academic Partners are currently writing
up country reports providing an overview on the topic of
Social Enterprises (SEs) in their respective countries, including the historical evolution of Social Entrepreneurship,
common (legal) forms and features, their political and economic environment and the concept’s reflection in scholarly
discussion, politics and society.
Further information on the project and first results can
be found on our project website under www.fab-move.eu.

non-academics and thus increasing the practical applicability of research findings. For an enduring sustainable impact,
the central results of FAB-MOVE will be published in the
form of a teaching tool to educate (future) managers of social
enterprises; on how to set up their enterprise in a specific environment; how to combine business with a social goal; and
how to develop strategies for growth and scaling-up.
So far, a Kick-Off Meeting was held on January 4-5
in Warsaw, Poland, providing an excellent occasion for all
28 Partners to get to know each other, discuss expectations
and responsibilities. Since February, several researchers and
practitioners, many of them ISTR members, started their
secondments, connecting Partner institutions from all
over the world. Amongst others, Benedict Pahl (Münster
University) enjoyed the opportunity for a research stay at
our Argentinian Partner Universidad de San Andrés for two
months. Maria Radyati, executive director of the Center for
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Resetting Priorities, Redefining Roles The Routledge Companion to Philanthropy is
launched at the Global Donors Forum 2016,
Istanbul
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contemporary issues. These included: What effective and innovative ways can Muslim giving and philanthropy use and
develop in order to address pressing international challenges? How can we develop holistic approaches to dealing with
the humanitarian crisis and its wider societal impacts, especially on youths? How
can we confront and
address extremism and
the dressing up of political conflicts in religious ideologies? What
new modalities for partnerships are needed and
can be developed?
With presentations and discussions
involving senior academics, such as Amy
Singer (Department of Middle Eastern & African History,
Tel Aviv University, Israel), Tan Sri Dr Jemilah Mahmoud
(Under Secretary General, Partnerships, International Federation of Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies, Switzerland),
and Siti Kamariah Ahmad Subki (Advisor, UN World Humanitarian Secretariat, USA), delegates shared experiences
and knowledge on new and alternative approaches to philan-

S

ince 2008, the Global Donors Forum has
brought together philanthropists, social investors, leaders from government and business,
and experts and visionaries from across the world
to share knowledge and
develop constructive responses to pressing global challenges. Taking
place under the auspices
of the World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists and the
Academy of Philanthropy, the Global Donors Forum is widely recognised as the premier forum on Philanthropy in the
Muslim and Arab World.
Following on from the World Humanitarian Summit
in Istanbul in May, this year’s Forum focused on the issue of
‘Resetting Priorities, Redefining Roles’ and addressed critical
10
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a variety of disciplinary perspectives.
Taking place as part of the Global Donors Forum’s Keynote Banquet at Topkapi Palace, the book launch saw delegates
and dignitaries, including HRH Princess
Lamia bint Majid Al Saud (Director General, Alwaleed Philanthropies, Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia), HE Dr Sheikha Aisha
bint Faleh Al-Thani (Philanthropist and
Founding Chair and Patron, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, Qatar)
and Dr Kadir Topbas (The Honorable Mayor of Istanbul) receiving copies of a special Global Donors Forum edition print
run of the book, sponsored by Al Faleh Group, Qatar.
Our photo shows Tobias Jung and Jenny Harrow presenting the special edition Companion to Dr Sheikha Aisha
bint Faleh Al-Thani.

thropic activities. Examples ranged from
the Aga Khan Development Network’s
use of historic site to revitalise communities to the action oriented social network
for social good, Horyou.
As a source of information for delegates, the Global Donors Forum also organised and supported the launch of The
Routledge Companion to Philanthropy. Edited
by Tobias Jung (The Centre for the Study of
Philanthropy & Public Good, University of
St Andrews), Susan D Phillips (School of Public Policy and Administration, Carleton University, Canada) and Jenny Harrow
(Centre for Charitable Giving and Philanthropy, Cass Business
School City University London), the Companion brings together an international team of philanthropy experts to discuss
current theories, research and practices within the field from
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thinkers, and frames these in a way that captures the historical development, core concepts, perennial debates, global
reach, and recent trends of this field. The book includes almost 100 seminal and illuminating writings about philanthropy, equipping readers with the guiding material they
need to better grasp such a crucial yet complex and evolving
topic. Additional readings and discussion questions also accompany the text as online supplements.

The Philanthropy Reader. By Michael Moody and Beth Breeze.
Routledge, 2016. 514 pages.
Cost: Hardback: US $175; Paperback: US $67.95. To order:
www.routledge.com
Philanthropy is both timeless and timely. Ancient Romans, Medieval aristocrats,
and Victorian industrialists
engaged in philanthropy,
as do modern-day Chinese
billionaires, South African
activists, and Brazilian nuns. Today, philanthropic practice
is evolving faster than ever before, with donors giving their
time, talents, and social capital in creative new ways and in
combination with their financial resources. These developments are generating complex new debates and adding new
twists to enduring questions, from “why be philanthropic?”
to “what does it mean to do philanthropy ‘better’?” Addressing such questions requires greater understanding of the contested purpose and diverse practice of philanthropy.
With an international and interdisciplinary focus, The
Philanthropy Reader serves as a resource that brings together essential and engaging extracts from key texts and major

Civil Society, the Third Sector and
Social Enterprise. Governance and
Democracy. Edited by Jean-Louis Laville, Dennis R. Young,
Philippe Eynaud. Routledge,
2016. Cost: Hardback: £95.00;
Paperback: £34.99. To order:
www.routledge.com
If the twentieth century was
only focused on the complementarity and the opposition of market and state, the
twenty-first century has now to deal with
the prominence of the third sector, the emergence of social
enterprises and other solidarity hybrid forms. The concept
11
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periments with entrepreneurial and venture philanthropy are
producing novel intersections of the public, non-profit and
private spheres, accompanied by new kinds of partnerships
and hybrid organisational forms. The Routledge Companion to
Philanthropy examines these changes and other challenges
that philanthropists and philanthropic organisations face.
With contributions from an international team of
leading contemporary thinkers on philanthropy, this Companion provides an introduction to, and critical exploration
of, philanthropy; discussing current theories, research and
the diverse professional practices within the field from a variety of disciplinary perspectives.

of civil society organisations (CSOs) spans this diversity and
addresses this new complexity.
The first part of the book highlights the organizational
dimensions of CSOs and analyses the growing role of management models and their limits. Too often, the study of
CSO governance has been centered on the role of the board
and has not sufficiently taken into account the different types
of accountability environments. Thus, the conversation about
CSO governance rises to the level of networks rather than
simple organizations per se, and the role of these networks in
setting the agenda in a democratic society.
In this perspective, the second part emphasizes the
institutional dimensions of CSO governance by opening
new avenues on democracy. First, the work of Ostrom about
governing the commons provides us new insights to think
community self-governance. Second, the work of Habermas
and Fraser opens the question of deliberative governance and
the role of public sphere to enlarge our vision of CSO governance. Third, the concepts of substantive rationality and
economy proposed respectively by Ramos and Polanyi reframe the context in which the question can be addressed.
Lastly, this book argues for a stronger intercultural approach
useful for the renewal of paradigms in CSOs research.
This book presents a unique collective work in bringing together 33 authors coming from 11 countries to share
perspectives on civil society governance.

Negotiating Knowledge: Evidence
and Experience in Development NGOs. Edited by Rachel Hayman, Sophie King,
Tiina Kontinen, and Lata
Narayanaswamy.
Practical
Action Publishing, 2016.
Cost: Hardback: £ 47.45; Paperback: £ 18.95. To order:
http://developmentbookshop.
com
This book critically examines how non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) involved in development work
around the world are engaging with knowledge and evidence
creation, management and use. It looks at how evidence, research and knowledge are used to inform the design and
implementation of development interventions. The context
is one where NGOs are under pressure from governments
that are changing how they fund international development
or placing restrictions on NGOs, and from a public that is
sceptical of how NGOs manage their affairs and achieve
their goals.
The eight studies that form the core of the book span
scholarly and practitioner research across three continents.
They cover local organisations in Africa and Asia, as well
as major international organisations that operate globally.
They tackle political issues in the international development
policy environment that determine what forms of evidence
and knowledge are given credence. They explore the power dynamics that shape the value placed on knowledge and

The Routledge Companion to
Philanthropy. Edited by Tobias Jung, Susan D. Phillips
and Jenny Harrow. Routledge, 2016. 532 pages.
Cost: US $240. To order:
www.routledge.com
Philanthropy – the use of
private resources for public
purposes – is undergoing
a transformation, both in
practice and as an emerging field of study.
Expectations of what
philanthropy can achieve have risen significantly in recent
years, reflecting a substantial, but uneven, increase in global
wealth and the rolling back of state services in anticipation
that philanthropy will fill the void. In addition to this, ex12
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We explore these questions using different types of
data and methods, and studying different contexts. In particular, we focus on innovations that aim at solving problems
of the young unemployed, single parents and migrants. This
analysis is based on original research carried out in the period 2010-2013 in the framework of a European project with a
specific empirical research strategy. Research was carried out
in 20 cities in 10 different European countries.

learning in relationships within organisations and between
organisations.
The authors argue that NGOs need to re-examine how
they use knowledge and evidence in order to make it work
better for themselves and for the people that they are aiming
to represent and assist. To do this well, they have to better
understand what they mean by knowledge and evidence, revisit the value that they place on learning and knowledge,
invest in appropriate capacity and skills, and better navigate
the underlying power dynamics that can act as barriers to
effective use of different forms of knowledge and evidence
in practice.

Practicing Professional Ethics in Economics and Public
Policy. Edited by Elizabeth
A.M. Searing and Donald R.
Searing. The Netherlands:
Springer, 2016. 297 pages.
Cost: Hardcover US $129;
E-book US $99. To order:
www.springer.com

Social Innovations in the Urban Context. Edited by Taco Brandsen,
Sandro Cattacin, Adalbert Evers,
and Annette Zimmer. Springer,
2016. (Nonprofit and Civil Society
Studies Series) 313 pages. Cost:
Hardcover US $59.00, €49.00,
£44.99. Printed eBook €/$ 24.99.
Thanks for EU funding the book
is available OPEN ACCESS
through: http://www.springer.
com/us/book/9783319215501

This volume explores the
professional ethics and addresses the varied ethical
needs of the professional
economists and public policy professionals. Using
terms and methods familiar to the reader, the book goes
beyond the typical narrative of economics and morality to
walk the professional through the process of ethical decision-making. This book includes a step-by-step illustrated
guide through an ethical decision-making process using a
methodology specifically tailored to economists and policy
professionals. It describes numerous unique ethical tests and
resolution methods which are utilized in a portfolio structure. The book also includes a brief and convenient catalogue
of important figures in philosophy and ethics, translated into
their policy applications; it concludes with candid advice
from experts in different subfields on how ethics impacts
their professional lives. This volume provides a foundation
and framework for those in economics and public policy to
implement a relevant practice of professional ethics both at
and in their work.

This book addresses the practice of social innovation, which is currently
very much in the public eye. New ideas and approaches are
needed to tackle the severe and wicked problems with which
contemporary societies are struggling. Especially in times of
economic crisis, social innovation is regarded as one of the
crucial elements needed to move forward. Our knowledge
of its dynamics has significantly progressed, thanks to an
abundance of studies on social innovation both general and
sector-specific. However, despite the valuable research conducted over the past years, the systematic analysis of social
innovation is still contested and incomplete. The questions
asked in the book will be the following:
1. What is the nature of social innovations?
2. What patterns can be identified in social innovations emerging at the local level?
3. How is the emergence and spread of social innovations related to urban governance? More precisely,
which conditions and arrangements facilitate and hinders social innovation?
13
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Civil Society Organizations Legitimacy. By Morgana Krieger and
Carolina Andion. Novas Edições
Acadêmicas, 2015. 212 pages.
Cost: € 69.90. In Portuguese. To
order: www.nea-edicoes.com

Making Immigrant Rights Real.
Nonprofits and the Politics of Integration in San Francisco. By
Els de Graauw. Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University Press,
2016. 240 pages. Cost: Hardcover: US $89.95; Paperback:
$22.95, £ 15.50. To order:
www.cornellpress.cornell.edu

In recent decades, Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) play a central role in the public sphere in
Brazil. Criticism accompanied
the expansion of interest by
CSOs. This process highlighted
questions about representation,
impact, transparency and on their
own legitimacy. In this scenario, this book seeks to answer
the following question: what are the dominant reasons that
support the operations and the existence of CSOs, giving
them legitimacy? To do so, the authors perform a content
analysis based on different theories of legitimacy and the
Theory of Critical Capacity (Boltanski & Thevenot, 2006).
Then they develop an analytical framework for understanding the reasons of 46 players of civil society field in southern Brazil. It is concluded that the pragmatic and moral
dimensions of legitimacy are prevalent, encouraging the
adaptation of CSOs to externally established standards, endangering the plurality of the field. In order to strengthen
the cognitive legitimacy, organizations are encouraged to
interact with the external environment, strengthening the
reflection and the debate about the reason for its existence
and performance.

More than half of the 41 million foreign-born individuals
in the United States today
are noncitizens, half have
difficulty with English, a
quarter are undocumented, and many are poor. As a result,
most immigrants have few opportunities to make their voices heard in the political process. Nonprofits in many cities
have stepped into this gap to promote the integration of disadvantaged immigrants. They have done so despite notable
constraints on their political activities, including limits on
their lobbying and partisan electioneering, limited organizational resources, and dependence on government funding.
Immigrant rights advocates also operate in a national context
focused on immigration enforcement rather than immigrant
integration. In Making Immigrant Rights Real, Els de Graauw
examines how immigrant-serving nonprofits can make impressive policy gains despite these limitations.
Drawing on three case studies of immigrant rights
policies—language access, labor rights, and municipal ID
cards—in San Francisco, de Graauw develops a tripartite
model of advocacy strategies that nonprofits have used to
propose, enact, and implement immigrant-friendly policies: administrative advocacy, cross-sectoral and cross-organizational collaborations, and strategic issue framing. The
inventive development and deployment of these strategies
enabled immigrant-serving nonprofits in San Francisco to
secure some remarkable new immigrant rights victories, and
de Graauw explores how other cities can learn from their
experiences.

Public and Third Sector Leadership:
Experience Speaks. Edited by Brian Howieson and Julie Hodges.
Bingley, UK: Emerald Group
Publishing, 2016. 220 pages.
Cost: Hardback £ 70.99; Paperback: £ 25.00, € 35.00; US
$40.00. To order: www.emeraldinsight.com
For those bold enough to lead
in this age of austerity, the
challenges are immense. Seismic shifts have taken place in the public and third sec14
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tors. Political, economic, technological, and social change are
driving profound transformation of organizational models,
making predictability and stability elusive. The combined
effects of the economic downturn and cutbacks in spending are hitting leaders in the public and third sectors hard.
Written by leaders in these sectors, this book provides an
opportunity for the voices of those rarely considered in the
literature on leadership to be heard. Each leader has contributed their personal reflections of what leadership means
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to them and their experience of it. They also consider the
complex challenges they face as they grapple with changes
in the economy, polity and society. Public and Third Sector
Leadership: Experience Speaks provides an analysis of the research in the public and third sectors and the reflections
written by each leader, highlighting the key themes from
each sector. This is a unique opportunity to hear from the
men and women who have demanding leadership positions
in the public and third sectors in the UK today.

u b l i c a t i o n s

Social Enterprises in Canada

A limited number of hard copies of the report are also
available by email: F.OhAdhmaill@ucc.ie

T

he first comprehensive profile of Social Enterprises in
Canada has been released by Peter R Elson (Mount Royal University/ University of Victoria) and Peter Hall (Simon
Fraser University).
In 2013 and 2014, 1,350 of more than 7,000 confirmed
social enterprises across Canada reported at least $1.19 billion in revenues, including over $828 million in sales. They
paid at least $442 million in wages and salaries to 31,000
employees, of whom 76% were mission-focused employees.
Social enterprises across Canada also trained 116,000 people,
provided services to over 5.48 million individuals, and involved 116,000 volunteers.
The full report is available at http://www.sess.ca

Private Social Investment and Resources
Mobilization in Metropolitan Region of
Florianópolis (Brazil).
By Carolina Andion. Editora UDESC, 2015. 151 pages. In
Portuguese.

T

his book presents the results of a research carried out
in the metropolitan region of Florianópolis in Brazil.
This research aims to understand the demographic profile of
social investors, discovering the characteristics of the investments they have made, examining how they relate to their
beneficiaries and fathoming their motivations and expectations. It analyses the patterns in practices of Private Social
Investment (PSI) and Resources Mobilization (RM) made
locally and try to understand to what extent they contribute
to promote civic participation. The methodology used was
quantitative, with questionnaires to 1155 individuals and 43
organizations from different sectors in the region. The results highlight the challenges of managing the PSI and MR
and the prospects and limits of these practices as vectors for
civic participation.
https://issuu.com/carolinaandion/docs/investimento_social_
privado_mobiliz?e=0/31677739

Conference Report entitled The Changing
Landscape of Local and Community Development in Ireland: Policy and Practice

T

he conference of the same name was held in University
College Cork in Ireland in October 2015. The proceedings includes a chapter on the recent UCC research into the
effects of austerity, alignment and competitive tendering on
community development organisations and practice in Ireland. It seems that the Irish Government has been following
some of the policy and practice in England in relation to new
funding regimes for the community sector.
The report can be accessed at the following link
http://www.ucc.ie/en/media/research/iss21/TheChangingLandscapeofLocalandCommunityDevelopmentinIrelandPolicyandPractice.pdf
15
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ISIRC 2016: Social Innovation in the 21st
Century: Beyond Welfare Capitalism?

The official Opening Ceremony was addressed by:
• Mr Mahendranath Busgopaul, Secretary-General of
Halley Movement & the PAN-Mauritius Coalition
• H.E. H. E. Sharon Ramudzuli
Deputy Ambassador, South African High Commission
• Honourable Purmanund Jhugroo, MLA &
Government Chief Whip
The NGO Consultative meeting, co-organized by
Halley Movement and PAN-Mauritius Coalition, in close
collaboration with civil society facilitators has proven to
be an efficient mechanism for coordination of community
implementation activities, information exchange, creation
of knowledge, sharing of best practices to advance the UN
development goals.
The event which gathered partners and resource persons involved in the various community based programmes
of our organization focused on the following main agenda
i) Reviewing Civic Action in Mauritius
ii) Reinforcing volunteerism in citizen actions
iii) Consolidating the networking process
iv) Paving the way for discussions towards Smart Cities
& Climate Change.
This year’s GDCA event provided structured opportunities to network, learn, and participate in discussions and
consultations on climate change and smart cities through
the moderated sessions, which explored various themes including Climate Change, Smart Cities concept, among others and all focused on civic education. The outcomes of the
GDCA 2016 will be presented in a plenary session and will
be circulated to the Coalition members and to partners.
For more information: www.halleymovement.org

I

SIRC is the world’s leading interdisciplinary social innovation research conference. The conference brings together scholars from across the globe to discuss social innovation
from a variety of perspectives. ISIRC 2016 will be hosted by
The Yunus Centre for Social Business and Health , Glasgow
Caledonian University from Monday 5th to Wednesday 7th
September 2016. The conference will take place in the heart
of Glasgow City Centre, 200 SVS.
This year we are delighted to welcome keynote speakers Ana Maria Peredo, Taco Brandsen, Alex Nicholls, Rafael
Ziegler, Pascal Dey and Ute Stephan.
To register for this event please visit http://www.
isircconference2016.com/registration.html. The early bird
rate will be available until 1st July 2016, after this time a
standard registration rate will apply. Details of the full programme will follow shortly.
We look forward to welcoming you to Glasgow in September.
For more information please see the website at http://
www.isircconference2016.com/ or contact the ISIRC team,
Glasgow Caledonian University isirc2016@gcu.ac.uk

GDCA - Mauritius 2016

G

lobal
Day
of
Citizen
Action
(GDCA)
- Mauritius 2016
was held on Saturday 14 May 2016
at the Plaisance
Community Centre
in Mauritius. This
Halley Movement’s
event
attracted
around seventy (70)
Stakeholders from more than twenty (20) community based
organisations. Among them were several high-level representatives of the community including: Members of the
Legislative Assembly (MLA), Foreign Embassies, Senior Non
State & Corporate actors, and Civil Society leaders. The consultation started with an official opening including a video
show on Global Day of Citizens Actions around the World.

“Inside ISTR” is published by the International Society for
Third-Sector Research (ISTR). Please submit materials/
information for publication to the ISTR Secretariat:
International Society for
Third-Sector Research (ISTR)
624 North Broadway
Hampton House 356
Baltimore, Maryland 21205 USA
Telephone: 410.614.4678 FAX: 410.502.0397
http://www.istr.org
Margery B. Daniels, Executive Director
e-mail: istr@jhu.edu
Robin Wehrlin, Program Coordinator
e-mail: rwehrlin@jhu.edu
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