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CONFERENCE NEWS

10th International Conference
Plenary Sessions

T

We are pleased to announce the opening plenary address
by Professor John Keane, After Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy.
Professor Keane will speak on Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 6:30 pm.

the future hold for banks and credit institutions and why
he title of the opening plenary lecture/session is
have they been subject to so little regulatory reform? Coninspired by Joseph Schumpeter’s classic work,
trary to Schumpeter, does capitalism have a bright future,
published 60 years ago. Capitalism, Socialism and
this time with Asian and Pacific characteristics? Has this
Democracy is a provocation with great contemregion produced a distinctive new variety of capitalism? If
porary public relevance. Its heterodox predictions remain
so, is it sustainable, in spite of the social inequalities and
striking: free-market capitalism and its engines of ‘creative
damaging environmental effects it generates? What about
destruction’ are bound to produce market disequilibrium
socialism and its social democratic variants? Is it true that
and widespread public disaffection, especially among intelthey are exhausted political ideals that belong to the past
lectuals; effective socialist economies require managerial
century? Are struggles for civil society and social justice
dictatorship over their workers; democracy would be reduced
slowly fading from the world scene? Or are we witnessing
to competition among organised political elites, with most
new beginnings, including important challenges to prevailcitizens reduced to passive spectators of the razzamatazz of
ing economic notions, such as debt, the free market and
‘party advertising, slogans and marching tunes.’
the principle that money is an
The session/lecture aims
independent object of worth?
neither to celebrate nor dwell on
What of democracy? Is its althe principal themes of Schumliance with human rights the
peter’s classic work but instead
world’s best hope for a decent
to push beyond its confines, to
future? Or is the marriage of
address the large issues that he
democracy to capitalism now
raised, and that remain globally
coming to an end? Are we (as
relevant in the early years of the
Schumpeter thought) in the
21st century. It will address a
grip of profoundly authoritarvariety of connected questions:
ian trends that lead towards
What are the chief lessons to
‘post-democracy’, polities in
be learned from the recent crisis
which governments claim to
and great stagnation that still
represent majorities that are
grips the Atlantic heartlands of
View of Siena from Forte S. Barbara
artefacts of media, money, orthe global economy? What does
Continued on page 5
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P r e s i d e n t ´s C o l u m n
ISTR Networks: Communities within Community

Dear ISTR Colleagues,

A

s you all know, early registration for the
2012 International Conference in July
ISTR has three regional networks and in 2011 held
closed a few weeks ago. We have received
three regional conferences. Additionally we have
a very high number of registrations already and,
had several affinity groups form over the years,
for the first time in our history, may have to reand have just approved a new Legal and RegulaBrenda
Gainer
strict the number of registrations we can accept.
tory Affinity Group. All of the networks and afThis enthusiasm for our twentieth anniversary conference is
finity groups are based on the premise that the formation of
paralleled by a dramatic rise in the number of submissions
smaller groups with common research interests within the
we are receiving at Voluntas since receiving our ISI rating, as
larger international membership contributes to the developwell as by the fact that ISTR membership continues to grow
ment of our field.
-- to nearly 1,000 (in 2011), the highest number we’ve ever
At the 2011 board meeting we began to discuss the
achieved. Obviously this growth is all good news—but I
issues associated with the formation and support of the redon’t think it suggests we can rest on our laurels for one
gional research networks within the larger ISTR commuminute!
nity and established a task force to conduct research and
I have just returned from Germany where we held a
prepare a report delineating the strategic goals and supports
meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board in Muenassociated with this aspect of our operations. The report
ster (hosted by our board member Annette Zimmer, to whom
was presented to the Executive Committee recently and will
we’re very grateful). Of course, one of the main tasks of the
form the basis of a major strategy session at the July board
Executive Committee in the months leading up to an intermeeting. Among the strategic questions the report raises
national conference is to work on the program and planning
are the following: Why does ISTR support regional and
for that event. But the other main task of the Executive Comother networks and what are our goals and expectations for
mittee is to plan the agenda for the board meeting to be held
these groups? What type of networks can contribute to the
in conjunction with the conference. As you know, the memdevelopment of research excellence? (regional? disciplinary?
bers of ISTR’s board are drawn from all over the world and
thematic?) What kind of support should ISTR offer to grow
therefore a full board meeting happens only once a year and,
different types of affiliated networks (financial? grant addespite our best efforts to find external funding to help offset
ministration? publication outlets? branding?).
the costs, remains costly. This means that the task of setting
Over the years ISTR has developed significant policy
the agenda and making the board meetings really count is an
initiatives with respect to the regional networks. The task
important one. The board meetings represent our one chance
force is now suggesting that we need to build on that work
a year to bring the minds and talents of those who have been
and broaden our perspective to develop goal-directed policy
elected by the full diversity of our global membership to bear
that pertains to a variety of different types of networks withon the strategic future of the organization.
in the ISTR community. One new initiative with respect
When we measure ISTR in terms of growth of memto research networks is the ability to establish group sites
bers, submitted articles or conference registrations, we are
within our new web page. We need to develop strategy with
clearly successful. But it is important to keep in mind that
respect to many other opportunities for research alliances
the mission and vision of ISTR is not only about the growth
and collaborations within ISTR.
of the number of participants in third sector research but
also, and much more importantly, about the growth of our
field in terms of research excellence. The Executive ComExpanding Our Reach: Participation and Partnerships
mittee has identified three priority areas which the board
will focus on at the upcoming meeting; developing strategies
In addition to policy development with respect to research
in these areas will help us move toward realizing our vision
communities internal to ISTR, it is clear that the board
of building increasing excellence in the field of third sector
needs to adopt a strategic focus with respect to various exterresearch.
nal research communities. One opportunity in this area is
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P r e s i d e n t ´s C o l u m n
Young Scholars: Students and Early Career Researchers

China where the NGO sector –and the number of researchers studying it--is exploding. ISTR will develop a specific
strategy to reach out to Chinese members and research organizations at its next meeting.
However we are seeing tremendous growth in interest
in third sector studies and related fields not only in China
but all over the world and this is manifesting itself in a
proliferation of new research organizations, both national
and international. At the same time the traditional sources of income that have supported these organizations and
their individual members, particularly foundation grants
and university budgets for professional memberships and
travel, are shrinking. This suggests that we need to work
closely with other research organizations in this space to
expand opportunities for researchers while reducing organizational duplication that places a financial burden on
individual members.
Additionally, there are many parts of the global research community focused on third sector studies that
are not well represented in ISTR. Important research is
undertaken by policy makers, think tanks, government
agencies, multilateral organizations, consultants, practitioners and foundations around the world. ISTR’s vision is that our research will ultimately have an impact
in terms of activism and social change, and we have from
time to time stated that we want to encourage membership and participation from researchers outside of academic institutions as well as from within the academy.
To do this, we need to consider how our current services
and programs can be expanded to attract more diversified
participation.
Finally, we also need to consider our conference locations in the light of how they support our strategic priorities. Both within the regions and internationally our conference locations have rotated to different places to increase
access to researchers on limited budgets who cannot travel
vast distances and also to attract and build participation in
ISTR in areas that are relatively underserved by professional
conferences and the opportunity they present for intellectual growth and field development. In the current funding
climate it is a challenge to fund conferences, but we must
continue to find ways to hold our conferences in strategically
important locations so that, over time, all of our members
have the opportunity to participate in the full range of services and programs that ISTR provides.

For some time the board has been focused on developing
programs to encourage young scholars to identify with the
field of third sector research and to situate their work in
the context of the theory and preoccupations of that field
early in their careers with a view to developing a lifetime
of research on the third sector. For many years we have
offered student conference registration scholarships, and
several years ago we established the doctoral dissertation
award that has been attracting a growing number of submissions.
Our biggest step in supporting doctoral students is
the launch of the PhD seminar this year which will be held
in conjunction with the 10th International Conference in Siena and at every subsequent International Conference. The
goals of this seminar are to bring students who are working
in many different countries and disciplines into an international community of third sector researchers, to encourage
the development of lasting peer relationships and networks,
and to offer an opportunity for young scholars to attract
feedback on their work from senior scholars and other students working in many different traditions, disciplines and
regions of third sector studies. We have had a tremendous
response to this initiative, receiving over 80 excellent applications. The program is limited to 50 students but it is
clear from the quantity and quality of the response that the
program fills a need.
The next task for ISTR is to find ways to extend these
programs beyond the student phase into the early years of
career development. One particular issue that many young
scholars run into is that third sector studies are often considered a secondary or tertiary field of research—the effects
of this can include lack of institutional encouragement for
publication in third sector journals as well as reluctance to
include research on the third sector in the journals and conferences of “mainstream” disciplines. So our strategy with
respect to encouraging and developing young scholars must
take into account some of these larger issues with regard to
the relationship between our field and the “mainstream” academic disciplines.
Our 10th international conference is now just three
months away. As we gather in Siena, we will all celebrate
the tremendous achievements of ISTR over the last twenty
years. But let’s remember that at the same time as we’re
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P r e s i d e n t ´s C o l u m n
This is your membership organization and your voice is
welcome and needed.

looking back at two decades of progress with satisfaction, the board will be meeting to chart the way forward
into our third. I’d like to reach out now to all ISTR
members and ask you to send your suggestions, feedback
and reflections on future issues and priorities to help us
in our deliberations. Send a note to me, to our Executive Director, Margery Daniels, or to any board member
from your region to feed your thoughts into the agenda.

See you in Siena!

Brenda Gainer
bgainer@schulich.yorku.ca

Call for Nominees

Call for Nominees for ISTR Board of
Directors

tion include the following:
Previous service to ISTR
Previous membership in ISTR and participation in
conferences, committees or publications
Leadership experience in third sector organizations
(including research organizations)
Previous board experience
Relevant skills including strategic planning, membership and partnership development, financial management
and budgeting, editing and publishing, fundraising, marketing, facilitation, governance, information technology,
governance, etc.
Nominees for President Elect are not required to have
served on the Board of ISTR but previous service to ISTR is
of interest. Please also include information about previous
leadership experience and success.
Prospective candidates must be paid members of
ISTR for 2012-2013 prior to the elections and must maintain membership in ISTR throughout their board term. In
addition, board members responsibilities include both financial and time commitments:
• Membership development – recruiting both
individual and institutional members
• Attending board meetings annually (2 to 3 days)
• Paying full conference fees
• Participating actively in at least one board committee
• Help with seeking funding for the Society
• Scholarly participation in international conference
and regional conferences.

T

he 2012 Nominating Committee invites the ISTR
membership to submit nominees for President Elect
and the Board of Directors of the International Society for
Third-Sector Research. The positions for which elections
will be held are:
President Elect 2 year term
(January 1, 2013-December 31, 2014)
(Secretary and Treasurer are elected by the Board from
among the Board members as per the By-Law)
Board Members (5) 4 year term
(January 1, 2013 - December 31, 2016)
One additional board member will be appointed as per the
By-Laws.
All members of ISTR are invited to submit to the Chair of
the Nominating Committee recommendations for nominees
on or before JUNE 16, 2012. Self-nomination is encouraged. Biographical information for each nominee, as well as
currently held board positions in other organizations, and a
statement of interest and motivation from the nominee must
be submitted. If the nominee’s country of residence differs
from his/her nationality, please indicate how long the nominee has lived in the country of residence.
Skills and experience that are of interest to the Nominating Committee and should be included in the nomina-

The current board members whose terms are ending
December 31, 2012 are:
4

Call for Nominees
Brenda Gainer (Canada)
Beatriz Balian* (Argentina)
Per Selle (Norway)
Naoto Yamauchi* (Japan)
Annette Zimmer * (Germany)

Jacob Mati (South Africa)
The Nominating Committee will present the slate of
candidates to the membership in September 2012. This slate
may include up to two nominees for every position. Voting
will be conducted on-line and ballots must be returned by
November 29, 2012. Candidates will be notified on their
election to the board by December 6, 2012 and will take office January 1, 2013.
The Nominating Committee is comprised of L. David Brown, Chairperson (USA), Beatriz Balian* (Argentina),
Alan Fowler (South Africa), Qiushi Liu* (China), Jacob
Mati* (South Africa), Patricia Mendonca (Brazil), Janice Nga
(Malaysia), Francesco Schurr (Lichtenstein), Per Selle* (Norway), Lili Wang (USA). (*current board members)

*These current board members are eligible to run for a
second term.
The current board members whose terms continue
through December 31, 2014 are:
Wendy Earles, President Elect (Australia)
Paul Dekker (The Netherlands)
Nabila Hamza (Jordan)
Samiul Hasan (United Arab Emirates)
Alberto Hernandez (Mexico)
Lesley Hustinx (Belgium)
Hagai Katz (Israel)
Qiushi Liu (China)

Please submit nominees to:
L. David Brown, ISTR Nominating Committee, c/o ISTR,
559 Wyman Park Building, 3400 North Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218-2688, USA, e-mail: istr@jhu.edu

CONFERENCE NEWS

Plenary Sessions
Continued from page 1
ganisation and force of arms?
The second plenary session will focus on our host country of Italy and will be presented on Wednesday, July 11,
2012 at 9:00 am. The session is titled, “Beyond the Crisis:
The Role of the Third Sector in the Italian Scenario,” and
seeks to provide insights into the future role of non-profit
organizations in the Italian socio-economic scenario. The
ongoing financial and economic crisis has again highlighted
the limitations of theoretical positions that dichotomise the
state and market, interpret the activities of non-profit organizations as responses to market or state failure, and reduce
relationships to systems of rules and procedures.
Over the past two decades, the paradigm of ‘autonomy’
of non-profit organizations has gradually developed and become established in Italy. Their intervention is now considered a third form of organizational response to social needs
and could become the third pillar of socio-economic processes,
an essential component both in social policy formulation and
implementation. Several and interdependent institutional, legal, economic, financial, social, and managerial conditions,
inside and outside non-profit organizations, must be met to

allow these organizations to rise to the role that future Italian
socio-economic scenario might require of them.
The achievement of such an ambitious goal entails the
development of a ‘new’ socio-economic paradigm, which will
require a significant theoretical effort supported by practical experience and empirical evidence. This plenary session,
involving some of the most authoritative Italian scholars
who study non-profit organizations from different disciplinary perspectives, seeks to shed light on these complex issues.
These scholars include:
Prof. Maria Cecilia Guerra, Undersecretary of State
for Labor and Social Policies, Italian Central
Government and Professor, University of Modena and
Reggio Emilia
Prof. Ugo Ascoli, Università Politecnica delle Marche
Prof. Elio Borgonovi, Bocconi University
Prof. Marco Alberto Quiroz Vitale, University of Milano
Prof. Stefano Zamagni, University of Bologna
Prof. Riccardo Mussari, University of Siena will serve
as the chair.
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CONFERENCE NEWS
Conference Awards
Three awards will be presented at the ISTR General Members Meeting on Thursday, July 12th
In addition to the ISTR Emerging Scholar Dissertation Award 2012, two additional awards will be delivered
at the Siena conference.
First of all, the ISTR Voluntas Best Paper Award
2012. The best article of the 2010 and 2011 volumes of our
ISI journal is now being selected by a jury consisting of
Adalbert Evers (Justus-Liebig-Universität Gießen, Gießen,
Germany) as chair and Eliza Lee (University of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong), Kari Steen-Johnsen (Senter for forskning på
sivilsamfunn og frivillig sektor, Oslo, Norway) and Ebenezer
Obadare (University of Kansas, Kansas, USA) as members.
The presentation will be about the honor of having delivered
a great contribution to the advancement of the study of the
third sector, but, thanks to Springer, we will also be able to
hand over a check worth $750.
Secondly, the ISTR Best Poster Award 2012. The best
poster at the Siena conference will be selected by the publication committee, judging the poster as well as its oral presentation (the committee will do so on Wednesday, so papers which
are sent in late or which are not expounded and illuminated
by the author(s) on Wednesday, will be out). Again thanks to
Springer, the honor will be embodied in a check worth $250.

Exhibits and Advertisements
Throughout the four days of the conference, exhibitors have
the opportunity to continuously engage with attendees. In
the past, exhibitors have demonstrated publishing services,
sold books relating to the nonprofit sector, and shared information about their academic programs. Our popular coffee breaks will be held in the exhibition room. The price
for each table is $150.00 for nonprofit organizations and
$350.000 for for-profit organizations. For more information
on exhibits and pricing: www.istr.org/resource/resmgr/siena/
exhibitorform.pdf
Advertising space is available in the conference program. All 650 attendees receive a program, which is used for
the entire four-day conference. Pricing ranges from $250.00
to $1000. For more information on available options, please
see the Advertising form: www.istr.org/resource/resmgr/siena/advertisingform.pdf

Registration
We have received an incredible response to early bird registration and approximately 140 participant spots are still
available for the conference. If you plan to attend, please register as soon as possible as we anticipate having to close the
registration earlier than current date of June 15, 2012.
Guest Attendance at Conference Receptions
Tickets will be sold at the registration desk in Siena for the
two conference evening receptions, Tuesday, July 10 and Friday, July 13. Guests of conference participants with tickets
are welcome to join both receptions.
New Deadline for Papers to be Uploaded- June 18
The deadline for complete papers to be uploaded via the
ISTR website is June 18, 2012. We hope that this provides
more time for the authors and still allows sufficient time for
the session moderators to read the papers.
Duomo di Siena
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CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

Siena Professional
Development Workshops
Information and Registration
Tuesday, July 10, 2012
Universitá degli Studi di Siena
Via Mattioli, 10
Siena
10:00 am to 12:30 pm

N

ine workshops are planned for Tuesday morning and
are included with conference registration. Space is
limited and will be filled on a first come basis. Registration
will be accepted by e-mail to: ISTR_secretariat@jhu.edu
Additional information about the workshops can be
found on the conference website.

Universitá degli Studi di Siena will be the conference site in
Siena, Italy.
GENDER AND LEADERSHIP
MODELS: EXPLORING WOMEN’S CONTRIBUTION IN THE CHALLENGING TIMES FROM
CIVIL SOCIETY PERSPECTIVE

CIVIL SOCIETY AT THE CROSSROADS?
BUILDING LINKS WITH EMERGING
CITIZEN INITIATIVES

I

n recent years, the world has seen deep changes–from
passionate protests against inequality to uprisings for
freedom and democracy in various parts of the globe. Two
factors— the nonprofit sector and women— play an important role in bringing the changes, from the “Occupy Wall
Street” movement to the uprising in the Arab world. However, their contributions are seldom recognized or discussed.
In the history of 110 years of the Nobel Peace Prize, most
winners were men, except in 2004, when the first African
woman, activist Wangari Maatha from Kenya was recognized for her efforts to support democracy, human rights
and environmental conservation. However, times are changing. For the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize, three women: Yemen’s
Tawakul Karman, Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf,
and Leymah Gbowee were honored for their non-violent
struggle for safety of women and peace-building work.
In this workshop we will focus on how women lead social movements for freedom and equality and contribute to
realizing civil society. We will discuss the role that women
play in bringing social and political changes and the impact
of these changes in women’s lives.

T

his workshop will focus on the evolution of civil societies and the rise of citizen activism in many forms
across a broad spectrum of countries. Recent events in many
regions – the Arab Spring, the London riots, the Indian anticorruption movement, the Chilean student movement and
the US Tea Party/Occupy Wall Street initiatives—reflect
eruptions of citizen energy that are often largely disconnected from existing civil society organizations. The workshop
will present first results of critical reflection processes to explore these developments and their implications in countries
in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and North America.
We will use first reports from Chile, India, South Africa and
the United Kingdom among others as a stimulus for discussion of civil societies and the crossroads they face in many
countries.
Convenor: Rajesh Tandon, Society for Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), India

Convenors: Triparna Vasavada, Penn State University,
USA and Latika Mangrulkar, Author/Educator
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CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
STRATEGIC PHILANTHROPY: LEARNING
BY GIVING

Panel 1: Multiple Crises, Multiple Responses – Global
Responses
This panel will look at these global trends as revealed by the
CSI findings and global responses to them by key international agencies

P

hilanthropy, and specifically, strategic philanthropy, is a
topic finding its way into increasing numbers of disciplines in universities around the world. The purpose of this
workshop is to inspire and prepare instructors to teach an experiential undergraduate class in strategic philanthropy, and
to provide resources and a professional network to support
their course development.

Convenors: United Nations Volunteers, United Nations
Development Programme, and CIVICUS
Panel 2: Multiple Crises: Key Themes in CSO Response
This panel will look at the highlighted issues from civil society perspective, drawing from the series of books to be
published by Bloomsbury Academic on the CSI findings

Conveners: Nora Silver, Center for Nonprofit and Public
Leadership, Haas School of Business, University of California, Berkeley, USA and Kathy Kretman, Center for the
Public and Nonprofit Leadership, School of Public Policy,
Georgetown University, USA

Convenor: CIVICUS
VOLUNTEERING AND LOCAL PARTICIPATION

MULTIPLE CRISES, NEW SPACES FOR PARTICIPATION: IMPLICATIONS OF THE FINDINGS OF THE
CIVICUS CIVIL SOCIETY INDEX PROJECT

T

his session will be a roundtable on volunteers, knowledge and ideas in Tuscany. The ethical dimension of
volunteer action will be explored – beyond the simple vision
of satisfying a need, exploring the organized expressions of a
territory – in order to be authentic actors working for social
and cultural change. The focus is towards a vision of active
citizens in a local community.

O

rganised civil society is struggling under the weight of
multiple and overlapping crises. This is one of the key
year findings of CIVICUS’ three year action research project into the state of civil society in 38 countries, the Civil
Society Index. The findings suggest that CSOs are facing
problems of declining resources, as the economic crisis works
its way through funding cycles; difficult and volatile political space for their operations in many contexts, particularly
for work on advocacy and the defence of human rights; challenges over the legitimacy and credibility of CSOs; and low
levels of public participation in the organised structures of
civil society. At the same time new forms of activism and
participation, often direct, loosely organised and overtly
challenging conventional politics, have come to prominence,
including but not limited to the Arab Spring, direct protests
in Greece and Spain, the UK riots and citizens’ response to
these, the global slutwalk movement and the Wall Street
Occupation and other occupations inspired by it. It is necessary to consider the implication of these new movements for
organised civil society, and how CSOs can respond, connect
to and support these new movements. Such trends also challenge those with an interest in the sector to broaden their
definitions of what civil society is, how it works and how it
can be supported, which has implications for donors, civil
society networks such as CIVICUS and academics.

Convenor: Adriano Scarpelli, Fondazione ForTeS
CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN
MODEL COMPANIES IN TUSCANY
Convenor: Patrizio Monfardini, Universitá degli Studi di
Siena, Department of Business and Social Studies

THE ITALIAN SYSTEM FOR PROMOTION OF
SOCIAL COHESION: STORIES TO SHARE

S

tories of social economy, volunteering, development, solidarity, and multiplication of social capital comprise the
daily life of social cohesion. Some of these are indicators of
an undercurrent movement which reveals an unknown and
undervalued side of Italy.
Convenor: Giovanna Toffetti Bergnano, San Vincenzo
dei Paoli
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CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
donor organizations to fund social entrepreneurship.
While social entrepreneurship is becoming a more
popular topic and trend both in Turkey and Western Balkans, the need to better understand and discuss the potential of the social entrepreneurship as well as its role in creating a more sustainable civil society is increasing. With this
workshop, TUSEV would like to start a discussion focusing
on the social innovation context and the potential of social
enterprise for social development in Turkey and the region.

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP: POTENTIAL AND
PROSPECTS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY

S

ocial entrepreneurship is presented as a new way out
for social initiatives all around the world, EU member states and neighboring countries are not an exception. The European Commission has recently adopted a
Social Business Initiative action plan to support social
business model to gain access to funding. Several international organizations such as the British Council and
the UNDP are implementing programs in the Black Sea
and Balkan countries while there is a rising interest from

20
20
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Convenor: Liana Varon, Third Sector Foundation of
Turkey (TUSEV)
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ANNIVERSARY

th
10th International
Conference
ANNIVERSARY
Siena, Italy
10th
International
10-13
July 2012
Conference
Siena, Italy

10-13 July 2012

Special ISTR 20th Anniversary Event
Tuesday, July 10
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

CHANGING IDEAS AND DEBATE ON CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE
THIRD SECTOR OVER TWENTY YEARS OF ISTR: A FORUM OF
ISTR SCHOLARS OVER TWO DECADES

S

everal ISTR former presidents and other scholars will open the 20th
Anniversary Conference with a discussion of changing ideas and
controversies that have shaped the study of civil society and the third
sector in ISTR’s twenty years, along with a lively discussion with the
audience. The speakers will represent ISTR’s eras and the geographic
and scholarly diversity of thought in our field over two decades.
Moderator: Mark Sidel, ISTR Past President

A

A
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VOLUNTAS NEWS

Special Issue of Voluntas on Civil
Society in Africa

on July 9, 2012. The theme of the workshop is “Economic
Spaces and Political Opportunities for African Civil Society
Organizations.”

T

he International Society for Third Sector Research
(ISTR) Africa Regional Network is proud to announce
the publication of a special issue of Voluntas: International
Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations (Volume
23, Number 1, March 2012) on the theme: Civil Society
in Africa. All the papers in the special issue were first presented at the “One Day Workshop on Civil Society in Africa” which preceded the 9th International Conference of the
International Society for Third Sector Research (ISTR), held
at Kadir Has University, Istanbul, Turkey, in July 2010.
The workshop was made possible by generous financial support from the Dakar-based policy and advocacy think tank,
TrustAfrica.
The special issue comprises six original papers. These
include: “Introduction,” by Ebenezer Obadare; “Measuring Civil Society: Perspectives on Afro-Centrism,” by Alan
Fowler; “Youth Agency, Sport and the Public Sphere in
Kenya,” by Priscilla Wamucii; “Democratic Governance
and Actors’ Conceptualization of “Civil Society” in Africa:
State-Civil Society Relations in Ghana from 1982-2000,”
by Christina Atibil; “Social Movements and Socio-Political
Change in Africa: The Ufungamano Initiative and Kenyan
Constitutional Reform Struggles (1999-2005),” by Jacob
Mwathi Mati; and “Reconsidering the Case for Enhancing
Accountability Via Regulation,” by Ronelle Burger.
As a cohort, the six original papers codify an emergent
attempt in the African civil society literature to recapture
the mood of the early period when civil society scholarship
about Africa was dominated by high-minded theorizing and
imaginative conceptualizing. Thus, in their respective foci,
they reflect, on the one hand, the ascendance of a more critical attitude toward formal associational forms and agency;
and on the other, the privileging of issues, processes and
debates at the heart of democratic transformation and social
change throughout the African continent.
Another paper from the One Day Workshop in Istanbul, Ebenezer Obadare’s “Revalorizing the Political: Towards a New Intellectual Agenda for African Civil Society
Discourse” was recently published in the Journal of Civil
Society (Volume 7, Issue 4, December 2011, pp. 427-442).
The Africa Regional Network is currently making
plans to organize another workshop before the 10th International Society for Third Sector Research (ISTR) International Conference, at the Universita Degli Studi Di Siena, Italy,

Call for New Reviewers and for
Updating Reviewer’s Information
for Voluntas

N

ow an ISI-rated journal, Voluntas is receiving many
more submissions then before – and it will get even
more as soon as it has an Impact Factor and included on the
Social Science Citation Index. This will happen in the next
months. The dark side of this bright development is that our
editor, Bernard Enjolras, sometimes has problems finding
reviewers with the right disciplinary background or specific
knowledge of the field of study, regional specialization, etc.
Just having names of helpful people is not enough. It is important to have additional information in the reviewers’ data
base, also for the reviewers because it can be quite frustrating to get requests to review manuscripts outside your field
of expertise. For this reason, we have this double call.
1. New reviewers
We would like to ask ISTR-members (but other people are
welcome as well) to register as a potential reviewer. Please
go to http://www.editorialmanager.com/volu/ and register
as an author (it is not possible to register as a reviewer) and
send an e-mail to Bernard Enjolras (bernard.enjolras@sam
funnsforskning.no) to tell him you have registered to become a potential reviewer. Then Bernard will give you the
reviewer status, e-mail to you when he has done so, and you
can go back to http://www.editorialmanager.com/volu/ to
fill out the additional information. See: http://www.istr.org/
resource/resmgr/media/editorial_manager_profile_of.pdf
2. People who are already registered as reviewers
Most of you probably got a request from Springer last year
to update your information. Some of you have done so successfully, others less successfully, and some of you might
have forgotten to do so. If you did not get the request, you
are not in the data base. In that case: please register as a
new reviewer. If you got the request but could not login
because you had forgotten your username and/or password,
please try again: you will get the possibility to ask for your
password or to get a new user name and password. We
strongly encourage all people check their information. It is
10
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easy to add or change information. See: http://www.istr.org/
resource/resmgr/media/editorial_manager_profile_of.pdf
You can always return here to update your data.
We would be very grateful if you could spend a few
minutes to do this. On behalf of the editor, but also because

it is in the interest of our field of research, for ISTR and
for ourselves as readers and authors of Voluntas, that there is
good reviewers’ database.
Thanks! Paul Dekker, ISTR Publications Committee

REGIONAL NEWS

Call for Potential Hosts
of the Ninth Latin
America Regional ISTR
Conference

In past regional conferences, two
committees have always been formed.
The first is an academic committee
which includes researchers and practitioners from various countries in the
region, and the second is a local committee. Members of the Regional Coordination will serve voluntarily and
coordinate the organizing of the programmatic aspects of conference with
the local committee.
Interested individuals and institutions can send their questions and
proposals to the coordinators Anabel Cruz or Analia Bettoni of ISTR
Latin America. They can be reached
at acruz@lasociedadcivil.org and
istr@lasociedadcivil.org.
The process of selecting the host for the 2013 Regional
Conference will be facilitated by the Board of Directors of
ISTR, with the participation of all the members associated
in the region. The last day to submit your proposal is June
30, 2012.

T

he ISTR Latin America and the
Caribbean Regional Network requests researchers and affiliated institutions from any country of the Region
to step forward if they are interested
in co-organizing the Ninth Regional
Conference for Latin America and the
Caribbean, which will be held in 2013.
Final decision on the location will be
made during the International ISTR
Conference in Siena in July 2012.
Hosting a regional conference is
a prime opportunity for strategic engagement of stakeholders and promotion of the third sector within the host nation and with its neighbours and to
promote fruitful alliances at the local and national level and
with other countries in the region.
The organizations or consortia of organizations that
are interested in coordinating the Ninth Regional Conference should have the ability to:

Beatriz Balián, Universidad Católica Argentina, UCA,
Buenos Aires, Argentina

• Engage a range academics or practitioners that promote
civil society or the third sector from within the host country
• Make fundraising efforts to ensure conference success
• Provide sufficient administrative support to oversee the
process of reviewing proposals for the conference and setting the goals of the program
• Plan all the logistics to carry out the event

Alberto Hernández, Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudio
Superiores de Monterrey, México
Analia Bettoni, Instituto de Comunicación y Desarrollo, ICD,
Uruguay
Anabel Cruz, Instituto de Comunicación y Desarrollo, ICD,
Uruguay
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Expressions of Interest to Host 2013
ISTR Asia-Pacific Regional
Conference

• engaging a range of stakeholders from across the
academic and practitioner spectrum within the host
country;
• local and regional fund-raising to generate the funds
needed to host the conference;
• administrative support for the abstract review and
programming process;
• conference planning, logistics and implementation;
and
• financial reporting on the conference to ISTR.
Members of the Asia-Pacific ISTR Regional Network
volunteer as the regional academic committee.
ISTR President-elect Wendy Earles is the ISTR Board
contact person for preliminary expressions of interest for the
2013 ISTR Asia-Pacific Regional Conference. Those interested should send their expression
of interest to Wendy at wendy.
earles@jcu.edu.au, copying Margery Daniels at istr@jhu.edu.
We look forward to receiving expressions of interest addressing the key points raised in this notice from any interested colleagues
and institutions in the Asia-Pacific
region by April 30, 2012. ISTR
Board members located in the region will support bidders to make
a presentation to the Asia-Pacific
Regional Network members in
July 2012 in Siena.
Any members who wish
to express early interest in hosting the 2015 ISTR Asia-Pacific
Regional Conference are asked to
also contact Wendy and Margery.

T

he ISTR Asia-Pacific Regional Network seeks preliminary expressions of interest from colleagues and
institutions throughout the Asia-Pacific region to organize
and host the 8th ISTR Asia-Pacific Regional Conference, to
be held in November 2013. The ISTR Asia-Pacific Regional
Network will decide on the host institution and location for
the 2013 Asia Pacific Regional Conference during its meeting at the ISTR Conference in Siena in July 2012.
ISTR Asia-Pacific Conferences have been held in Thailand 1999, Japan 2001, China 2003, India 2005, Philippines
2007, Taiwan 2009, and most recently in Indonesia 2011. It
is desirable that the opportunity to host the conference be
shared across this diverse region from north to south and
east to west. Hosting a conference provides an opportunity
for strategic engagement of
stakeholders and promotion
of the third sector within the
host nation and with its neighbours.
Hosting the conference
requires in the first instance
the identification of an eager
and committed host institution that can access support
from potential members of a
local site committee. The host
institution will need to have
capacity for
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BOOKS NOTES
Citizens in Europe: Civic Activism and the Community Democratic
Experiment. By Giovanni Moro. New York: Springer, 2012.
Pages 210. Hardback US $139.00. To order: www.springer.
com

The Muslim World in the 21st
Century: Space, Power, and Human Development. Edited by
Samiul Hasan. New York:
Springer, 2012. 363 Pages.
Hardcover US $189. To order:
www.springer.com

In the community-building process, citizens are
the most invoked and
feared, but at the same
time the least known
subject. This lack of
knowledge nourishes
the citizens detachment from the European Union and itself emerged in well
known cases such as
the French and Dutch
referenda on the Constitutional Treaty or
the public concern towards the EU policy
on immigration. This
gap is true especially
for active citizenship organizations operating in the European policy making, not only in Brussels, but also and above
all at national and local levels. This book is aimed at filling
this knowledge gap. The book is divided into two parts.
The first part of the book focuses on the way in which the
literature on EU governance and citizenship and on participatory democracy deals with citizen activism in public policy
making. The second part discusses a number of empirical research projects on civic activism in Europe. This book aims,
on the one hand, to bridge the academic debate to more policy oriented debates in which active citizenship organizations
and policy makers are involved; and, on the other hand, to
bridge theoretical discussion of the nature of the EU with
the empirical literature based on the study of civic activism
in Europe and at the national level. The distinctiveness of
the book is that it tries to overcome both the “methodological nationalism” that affects the research and public debate
on the EU, the normative attitude of most part of European
studies in favor of an approach aimed at describing phenomena, and the habit of dealing with civic associations in Europe
by referring only to the “Brussels Civil Society.”

Islam is not only a religion,
but also a culture, tradition,
and civilization. There are
currently 1.5 billion people
in the world who identify
themselves as Muslim. Two
thirds of the worldwide
Muslim population, i.e. approximately a billion
people, live in forty-eight Muslim majority countries (MMC)
in the world– all of which except one are in Africa and Asia.
Of these MMCs in Africa and Asia, only twelve (inhabited
by about 165 million people) have ever achieved a high score
on the Human Development Index (HDI), the index that
measures life expectancy at birth, education and standard of
living and ranks how “developed” a country is. This means
that the majority of the world’s Muslim population lives in
poverty with low or medium level of human development.
The contributions to this volume attempt to determine why this is. They explore the influence of environment, space, and power on human development. The result
is a complex, interdisciplinary study of all MMCs in Africa
and Asia. It offers new insights into the current state of
the Muslim World, and provides a theoretical framework
for studying human development from an interdisciplinary
social, cultural, economic, environmental, political, and religious perspective, which will be applicable to regional and
cultural studies of space and power in other regions of the
world.

13

BOOKS NOTES
Topics of interest dealt in the book include: an analysis of the EU approach to citizens organizations; the role of
citizens organizations in EU policy making; the rights of European active citizenship and their practice; the question of
representativeness of civic organizations; empirical research
projects on active citizenship in Europe.

Voluntarism in the Arab Region. By Amani Kandil. Cairo,
Egypt: The Arab Network for NGOs (Shabaka), 2012.
www.shabakaegypt.org.
The recent surge of political revolutions in the Arab
region known as “the Arab
spring” has also spurred an
“unprecedented blossoming” of NGOs and voluntary initiatives that have
transcended the institutional and organizational
boundaries of Civil Society. Dr. Amani Kandil’s
report, published simultaneously with the
release of the UN report “The State of Voluntarism Worldwide,” marks the
tenth annual publication of studies on NGOs and the “act
of voluntarism” throughout the Arab region. This initiative,
which began as a “reckless adventure” at a time when data
and statistics on this topic were scarce, is now enriched by an
accumulation of knowledge and experience over the years.
This report aims to identify the voluntary practices
that are closely tied to the Arab culture and undertakes a
critical revision of the concept of voluntarism, its dimensions
and components within specific social, economic and political contexts. The report grants special attention to the views
of the Arab youth and their voluntary initiatives both within
and outside of Civil Society Organizations and NGOs, and
monitors how the huge developments in information technology and social media have interacted with their voluntary trends. Moreover, the report aims to present a model of
monitoring and analyzing voluntarism that can be applied
in a global context, and encourages the use of surveys and
scientific research to inform the design of future policies that
will promote and enhance voluntarism throughout the Arab
region.

Peddlers of Information: Indian Non-governmental Organizations
in the Information Age. By Tanya Jakimow. Sterling, Virginia:
Kumarian Press, 2012. 216 Pages. Hardback US$75.00; Paperback US $ 24.95; e-book US $ 19.99. To order: www.
kpbooks.com
Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) are widely heralded as an opportunity for
the poor to have greater
access to information
that can help them escape poverty. ICTs also
provide local NGOs
that work with the
poor access to knowledge that can guide
them in implementing
better development
programs. Such ideas
reflect long-held notions about the role of
knowledge provision as a tool for development.
But as author Tanya Jakimow shows, the consequences
of the “information age” are often unintended and deviate
greatly from our image of an interconnected, modern world.
Not only do most people remain largely excluded from ICTs,
but when they do engage with these technologies, they do so
in unforeseen ways. Peddlers of Information shows how local
NGOs in rural India are actually using these technologies—
particularly the internet—and the implications this has had
for development work and ideas about poverty.
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Upcoming Special Issue of Nonprofit
and Voluntary Sector Quarterly

PAPERS
What do we know about the social- and career-related motivations and the intrinsic and extrinsic incentives for participating in associations? What structural, political, and other
influences explain the structure of these organizations, or the
interactions among association staff, members, and boards?
What should we understand about the behavior or structure
of new forms of associational activity, such as “electronic” or
“virtual” membership organizations?

Membership and Mutual Benefit Associations
Deadline for Manuscript Submissions: May 25, 2012
Guest editors:
Mary Tschirhart, Professor of Public Administration and
Director, Institute for Nonprofit Research, Education and
Engagement, North Carolina State University, 919-513-7031
(phone), mary_tschirhart@ncsu.edu
Beth Gazley, Associate Professor, School of Public and
Environmental Affairs, Indiana University-Bloomington,
812-855-1464 (phone), bgazley@indiana.edu
Sponsor: ASAE: Center for Association Leadership,
Washington, DC
Membership associations, many of which are mutual
benefit organizations, serve social, political, cultural, sports,
religious, occupational and professional groups. Little research attention has yet been paid to their special characteristics and dynamics, particularly in international contexts (Schofer, E. & Fourcade-Gourinchas, M., 2001). David
Knoke wrote in 1986, “Put bluntly, association research remains a largely unintegrated set of disparate findings, in
dire need of a compelling theory…..[Without it], students
of associations and interest groups seem destined to leave
their subject in scientific immaturity.” And two decades
later, Tschirhart (2006, 535-6) concluded that “these earlier
assessments still hold today…. [W]e need more theories and
empirical work” about the role of associations in civic life.
This special issue will focus scholarly attention on this
distinct organizational form and help build theories and a
research agenda that are directly applicable to nonprofits
operating as mutual benefit associations with membership
bases. Eight to nine manuscripts will be selected through a
formal peer review process. All manuscripts should include
brief commentary on the practical application of the knowledge generated.
We invite research articles and conceptual papers on
any of the following topics:

Comparative and international research on associational activity. How do associational activity and levels
of citizen involvement in membership organizations vary
among nations? How can sociological, political, economic
and other theories of the state be applied to associational activity? What models and empirical findings exist to build
an understanding of the form and function of associations in
different societies?
New forms of research for understanding associations.
New forms of research lend themselves in exciting ways to
an understanding of associational behavior, including social
network analysis, geo-spatial analysis, micro-research on
neighborhoods, and other methods. We invite either reviews
that analyze methodological approaches or submissions demonstrating the use of new or under-utilized methods.
Inputs and outcomes of associational activity. Who
joins and who is served by membership associations? What
are the social, political, technical and economic outcomes?
To what extent are membership associations producing public and mutual benefits? Whose voices are being heard and
served through these associations? What impact do they
have on their various stakeholders?
Association management and effectiveness. What models of strategic planning, management, business enterprise,
and evaluation are used in the association field? What financial models are in play and how does their use affect financial
and other outcomes? How are innovations diffused through
association members? How do membership associations
identify and manage competing interests? How do lobbying
strategies and outcomes vary across associations and compare
with those of other types of nonprofit organizations that do
not have membership bases? How, if at all, do associations
prepare members for civic engagement or otherwise seve as
schools of democracy?

Behavior in and structure of membership and mutual
benefit associations. Are assumptions about voluntary behavior derived from research on charities applicable to associations where the incentives to volunteer may be different?
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Call for Submissions: Public Relations
and Nonprofit Organizations

Symposium Conference
The NCSU Institute for Nonprofit Research, Education and
Engagement (INPREE) is planning a small research conference on membership associations in Spring 2012 at North
Carolina State University. The special issue will rely on an
open submission process, where attendance at this conference
is not required. However, for some authors, the conference
will offer a means for strengthening paper drafts before final
submission. If you are interested in learning more about the
conference, please contact Mary at mary_tschirhart@ncsu.
edu.

T

he Journal of Public Relations Research seeks scholarly articles for a special issue on nonprofit public relations.
Nonprofit and advocacy organizations make an important contribution to the social, political, and economic
landscapes around the world. However, public relations professionals in nonprofit sectors often face unique challenges
related to resources and stakeholder relationships, among
other things. Building knowledge about best practices for
nonprofit practitioners is critical for the public relations
field. This call seeks scholarly articles that explore the role
of public relations in nonprofit organizations as well as the
contribution of nonprofit communication to society. Of particular interest are articles that explore relationship cultivation with stakeholders, distinctive aspects of social media
use among nonprofits, variance in communication strategies
among types of nonprofit organizations, and public relations
activities of national and international NGOs.
As with all issues of the Journal, contributions should
provide scholarship that creates, tests, or expands public relations theory, and the guest editor encourages submissions
that use a wide range of empirical methodologies.
The manuscripts for the special issue are due to the
JPRR Manuscript Central site by July 15, 2012. Please note
at the top of the abstract and in the appropriate space on the
online submission form that the submission is a “candidate
for the special issue on nonprofit organizations.” Submissions should conform to the instructions for authors on the
Journal’s website.
Guest editor: Dr. Denise Bortree, Penn State University, U.S.A. dsb177@psu.edu

Manuscript Submission Instructions
Please submit final manuscripts by Friday, May 25, 2012.
Manuscripts should be no more than 8,000 words (including
text, references, tables, footnotes and appendices). Articles
will be accepted consistent with NVSQ’s publishing standards. The NVSQ editors reserve the right of final approval
on all submissions.
All manuscripts should include some commentary on
the practical application of their findings or ideas. All manuscripts should follow NVSQ guidelines respecting format,
length, and organization: http://www.sagepub.com/journalsProdDesc.nav?ct_p=manuscriptSubmission&prodId=Journ
al200775 . A full blind peer review process will be followed,
with preliminary decisions prospectively by September 2012,
and final decisions early 2013.
Submit
manuscripts
directly
to
http://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/nvsq. After beginning a new
submission, click “manuscript type” and select “Special Issue Manuscripts.” Also be sure to indicate in your cover
letter that the manuscript is intended for the special issue
on associations.
Knoke, D. (1986). Associations and interest groups.
Annual Review of Sociology, 12: 1-21.

18th NCVO/ VSSN Researching the
Voluntary Sector Conference

Schofer, E. and Fourcade-Gourinchas, M. (2001). The
structural contexts of civic engagement: Voluntary
association membership in comparative perspective.
American Sociological Review, 66(6): 806-828.

10-11th September 2012, University of Birmingham, UK

T

he NCVO/VSSN Researching the Voluntary Sector
Conference is the primary UK conference for the voluntary sector research community. It brings together academics,
practitioners and policymakers with a shared interest in the
voluntary sector and voluntary action. Many of our delegates
are from overseas, providing a real opportunity for networking with researchers from different countries and contexts.

Tschirhart, M. (2006). Nonprofit Membership Associations. In The Nonprofit Sector: A Research Handbook,
2nd ED., edited by W.W. Powell and R. Steinberg, 52341. New Haven: Yale University Press.
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Our aim is simple: to provide the opportunity to
share new, emerging research, and then to make the most of
the evidence base by connecting researchers with the policymakers and practitioners who use research.
The conference is your ‘open space’ to share new and
existing research, so this call for papers is an open invitation
to all researchers working on or with the sector.
Following the NCVO / VSSN Research Conference
the University of Birmingham will also host the International Social Innovation Research Conference 12-14 September, the call for papers and more information can be
accessed here [http://bit.ly/zL6PzZ]. The organisers of the
two conferences will be working closely together as the
week may be the largest gathering of civil society researchers ever in Britain!

PAPERS
and co-operation and collaboration with other voluntary agencies.
2. To Inform and Influence Policy
We would welcome proposals for papers that analyse
and explore the implications for voluntary organisations and their users of:
• developments in ‘horizontal’ policies which impact
on the voluntary sector as a whole (or affect large parts
of it); or
• changes in ‘vertical’ policies which affect the work
of organisations working in specific fields of activity
(such as the welfare of older people, children or those
with disabilities and people in need of advice and information) and their users.

Conference Themes
We are inviting proposals - either for individual papers or
entire sessions (2-3 papers or a panel) – which address the
three main aims of the conference:

3. To Share the Fruits of Recent Research and TheoryBuilding
We also welcome proposals for papers that:

1. To Inform and Assist the work of Practitioners
We would welcome proposals for papers that:

• report on the findings from recent research on the
voluntary sector and community sector, voluntary
agencies and community groups; and volunteering; or

• address issues of internal organisation – such as
leadership; accountability; governance; financial
management; the management of paid staff and volunteers; financial management; and performance improvement; or

• make a contribution to the theoretical understanding of any aspect of voluntary action.
Submissions
You can submit a proposal for either a single paper presentation or for a whole session. In all submissions, please be sure
to include your name, organisation and email address. The
deadline for all submissions is 30th April 2012. Please email
your proposals to conference@vssn.org.uk

• explore and discuss the ways in which voluntary
sector organisations interact with their environment
– such as their relationships with government agencies; trusts and foundations; and the corporate sector;
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Report on the Role of Community
Philanthropy in Civil Society and Aid
Effectiveness

own unique historical dataset, developed in partnership with
the Third Sector Research Centre, plus data and evidence
from a range of government and industry research.
For the first time we have created a website http://
data.ncvo-vol.org.uk where all the information and analysis contained within the Almanac is displayed. If you’d
like to join in the Almanac discussions on Twitter, please
use #ncvoalmanac
Some key findings from the Almanac include:
• The income of civil society is now £170 billion;
• 2007/08 was the year of peak funding to the
voluntary sector but spending has continued to
increase to
meet need;
• Income from the public sector was £13.9 billion in
2009/10, 38% of the voluntary sector’s total income
of £36.7 billion;
• The number of people working in the voluntary sector has decreased by 70,000 people over the last year whilst
volunteer figures have remained static with 25% of adults
volunteering at least once a month.
Printed copies are available to order from www.ncvovol.org.uk/publications or publicationsorders@ncvo-vol.
org.uk.

C

ommunity philanthropy can be a powerful vehicle for
strengthening civil society and enhancing aid effectiveness, according to a new report released jointly by the
Aga Khan Foundation U.S.A.(AKF USA) and the Charles
Stewart Mott Foundation (Mott Foundation). The report,
entitled, The Value of Community Philanthropy: Results of a
Consultation, makes the case that increasing local ownership
and local accountability leads to stronger communities and
should be a main focus of development aid practitioners.
As partners in the pursuit of sustainable development,
AKF USA and the Mott Foundation conducted a series of
collaborative consultations in North America, Africa and
Asia to explore how community philanthropy can help build
local capacity. The results of these consultations demonstrate the importance of foundations and development agencies partnering with local communities to achieve lasting
development outcomes.
The report, authored by Barry Knight, CENTRIS
consultant and facilitator, offers a definition of community
philanthropy for practitioners and identifies key priorities
for building the capacity of the field of community philanthropy. According to Knight, “the roundtable consultations
in Washington, DC, Johannesburg and Dhaka revealed an
enormous potential for local community foundations around
the globe to build links between partners and identify priority areas and next steps to propel forward the field of community philanthropy.”
The New Generation of Community Foundations Report
by Jenny Hodgson, Barry Knight & Alison Mathie. Global
Fund for Community Foundations, March 2012. This report
is available for download from http://goo.gl/YT4IB.

Grassroots Arts Activity Makes
‘Significant Contribution’ to Civil
Society, Says Research
Role of Grassroots Arts Activities in Communities:
‘TheA Scoping
Study’ by Hilary Ramsden, Jane Milling,

Jenny Phillimore, Angus McCabe, Hamish Fyfe and Robin
Simpson has been published by the Third Sector Research
Centre. It was undertaken by the Centre in partnership
with the Universities of Exeter and Glamorgan as well as
Voluntary Arts, and with financial support from the Arts
and Humanities Research Council’s Connected Communities programme.
It is available here: http://www.tsrc.ac.uk/Research/
BelowtheRadarBtR/Theimpactofgrassrootsartsactivities/
tabid/865/Default.aspx
The research is a scoping study to assess the lessons
from the academic and grey literature across the arts, social
sciences and voluntary sector. The report states that grassroots arts activity makes a ‘very significant and positive contribution’ to the development of Civil Society.

The UK Civil Society Almanac 2012

T

he Almanac is published by National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO). First published in 1996,
the 2012 edition is the reference publication for anybody interested in the voluntary sector and its role in civil society.
Widely cited by sector leaders, government policy makers
and the media, the Almanac offers a definitive overview of
the voluntary sector’s scope and characteristics, enhanced by
analysis of long-term trends. Our analysis draws upon our
18
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Researchers from TSRC, in partnership with Universities of Exeter and Glamorgan as well as Voluntary Arts,
reviewed a large amount of information on grassroots arts
activity. They drew the ‘overwhelming conclusion’ that
these activities help improve the well being of both individuals and communities. There are currently more than
49,000 amateur arts groups in England. It is estimated that
around 9.4 million people participate in these activities.
This participation enables people to gain new skills, improve their learning, and increase feelings of self confidence
and self-worth. Research studies show a strong association
between cultural participation and increased literacy, maths
and behaviour.
Participation in voluntary arts groups also helps create social networks, promote social cohesion and empower
people and communities. For groups such as ethnic minorities, participation in activities relating to their own culture
can lead to greater pride in their identity and an empowered
sense of community. For disabled people, participation can
reduce isolation, increase social networks and enhance quality of life. Older people gain significant health benefits by
being more socially connected.
The research also identifies economic impacts by amateur arts organisations, for example in sustaining community buildings and providing young people with a route into
employment.
The report also highlights the need for more consistent empirical research to fully understand and quantify the impact of these
activities.

2011

State of the World’s
Volunteerism Report:
Universal Values for
Global Well-being

T

he first State of the World’s Volunteerism Report (SWVR) brings to
light an unacknowledged renewable asset. Volunteerism is more than a tool
for development. Its underlying values
are key to moving the world towards
a more sustainable future. Around the
world, people are increasingly recognizing that our unsustainable production and consumption patterns need to

change. In order to achieve this, political will alone is not
sufficient. People need to participate and engage.
Volunteerism provides opportunities for many to be
active in society and become agents of change. However volunteerism offers more: it promotes cooperation and contributes to the quality of life, well-being in a wider sense, of
individuals and of society as a whole.
Volunteerism is not a panacea. It should not replace
the responsibility of the state. Yet it is an essential component of any strategy that recognizes that progress cannot be measured solely in terms of economic return. Such
development strategies acknowledge that people are not
motivated by self-interest alone but by their deeply held
values and beliefs.
The SWVR focuses on the universal values that motivate people all over the world to engage for the common good.
It examines the impact of volunteer action on societies and individuals. Numerous examples in the report illustrate the profound changes that volunteers produce and experience. These
examples show why volunteerism, in its many and diverse
forms, is crucial to human development. Above all, a truly human society should be motivated by the values of trust, solidarity and mutual respect which inspire every volunteer.
This report coincides with an intense debate about
how societies should be shaped today and in the future. The
rapid transformations of cultural and social norms caused by
globalization bring benefits to some but exclusion and marginalization to others. Many people
feel a loss of control over their lives.
Volunteerism is a means by which
State of the World’s
people
can engage in their communiolunteerism Report
Universal Values for
ties and societies.
Global Well-being
Even without the multiple crises
that have afflicted the world in recent
years, it is obvious that the efforts of
governments and international actors
need to be reinforced by the people.
Meeting and sustaining internationally
agreed development targets, including
the Millennium Development Goals,
needs the voluntary engagement and
support of the people.
Yet volunteerism still remains
largely absent from the peace and development agenda. The report shows
that this must change. The full potential of volunteerism can only be
19
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unleashed when it is recognized as a powerful and universal renewable resource and a vital component of the social
capital of every nation. We expect this report to contribute
to a better appreciation of this potential and to encourage
greater strategic thinking and action in order to incorporate
volunteerism into mainstream policies and programmes for
peace and development.
Flavia Pansieri
Executive Coordinator
United Nations Volunteers (UNV) Programme
www.unv.org/swvr2011

rooted forces, destroys the social fabric of vulnerable communities and countries, undermines support for democracy,
and perverts the practice of citizenship. Given the nature of
the forces that stimulate chronic violence and its tendency
to reproduce itself, moreover, these destructive trends may
constitute de-facto social norms in some parts of the region.
If these dynamics continue to be neglected by policy makers,
they will evolve into progressively more serious challenges to
peacemaking and state building in the future.
Although Latin America leads in the global indices of
violence, the phenomenon of chronic violence is also occurring in various lower and middle income countries in SubSaharan Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. The 2011 World
Development Report calculates that 25 percent of the world’s
population – both rich and poor – lives with high levels of
long term violence and conflict that have trans-generational
repercussions. Some groups, however, are particularly vulnerable. These include young people, women, and certain
ethnic groups. The problem also affects chronically marginalized groups in wealthier countries– for example, undocumented migrants and certain minorities in the United States,
Europe, and elsewhere.
This paper provides a schematic picture of the causes
and social effects of chronic violence in Latin America based
on a review of relevant literature; proposes some ideas to
build a fresh conceptual framework with which to approach
this phenomenon; and outlines recommendations for policy
reform, research, and social action.

Chronic Violence and its Reproduction:
Perverse Trends in Social Relations,
Citizenship, and Democracy in Latin
America

Report by Tani Marilena Adams. Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars – Latin America
Program. This report is available for download at
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/ChronicViolence.

I

n Mexico, Colombia, Central America, the Caribbean, and
elsewhere in Latin America, people are riveted by spiraling social violence and the threats it poses to democracy. This
report examines how chronic violence affects social relations
and the practice of citizenship in the region. Based on an extensive review of the literature, it demonstrates that chronic
violence is stimulated and perpetuated by a range of deep

ANNOUNCEMENTS

16th Berlin Roundtables on Transnationality, October 17 – 20, 2012

agencies, NGOs). The Irmgard Coninx Foundation will cover travel to and accommodation in Berlin.
Conference papers can address but are not limited to
the following topics:
• dynamics of political/system change
• democratization and human rights in revolutionary
processes
• violence
• mass mobilization
• (new) media and revolution today
• role of elites and elite competition/coalitions
• role of military and police forces
• economic and political reasons for rebellion and

From Rebellion to Revolution: Dynamics of
Political Change
Submission deadline is June 30, 2012.
ased on an international essay competition, we will
invite approximately 45 applicants to discuss their
research, concerns and agendas with peers and prominent
scholars in Berlin. The competition is open to students and
scholars (max. up to 5 years after Ph.D.), journalists and activists interested in revolutionary processes (e.g. government

B
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their course
• cultural and religious factors influencing revolutions
• demographic and social background of revolutions
• foreign military and humanitarian intervention
• revolution/rebellion as analytical and normative concept

Civil (CIESC) jointly launched the first State of the World’s
Volunteerism Report (SWVR) at Tecnológico de Monterrey,
Mexico City Campus, on March 13, 2012.
The SWVR promotes a better understanding of volunteerism by demonstrating its universality, scope and reach
and by discussing new trends in volunteerism in the twentyfirst century. The report examines important contributions
in diverse fields such as sustainable livelihoods, social inclusion, social cohesion and disaster risk reduction. The SWVR
also provides an alternative vision of a better society and considers how to take volunteerism forward.
The report highlights that there are many ways by
which people can find their way out of exclusion through volunteerism. Mexico is an example, the report notes, that volunteering in the form of social activism can help to influence
decision-making, national policies and representation. Over
the last 20 years, great progress has been made in Mexico in
increasing the representation of indigenous peoples who represent a population of 15.7 million or 13 per cent of the total
national population. While indigenous peoples represent 40
per cent or more of inhabitants in more than 30 per cent of
Mexican municipalities, they account for only eight out of
500 members of the lower house of parliament. In order to
being elected, volunteerism is the tool for candidates to start
from the bottom to become known by the community. Civil
society groups, the report shows, play an important role in
articulating new ideas and bringing them to the attention of
the general public as well as, ultimately, influencing decision-making.
The SWVR also demonstrates that in preventing,
mitigating and responding to disasters, volunteers add immeasurably to the resilience of communities. Disaster programmes are increasingly striving to enhance prevention,
mitigation and preparedness. Volunteerism plays an essential
part in disaster risk reduction. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and local organizations can mobilize communities and create community-based systems for disaster risk
management.
In Mexico, the university network UNIRED, established in 1997 to mobilize volunteers from universities to
collect and share information on hazard scenarios throughout
the country and abroad, taps into more than 60 Mexican
universities and has links with governments, the private sector and international organizations outside the country. In
2010, UNIRED addressed the effects of Hurricane Alex, the
flooding in Chiapas State and sent volunteers in the response
to the earthquake in Haiti.

Discussions will take place in three workshops chaired
by Wolfgang Merkel (Humbold-Universität zu Berlin/WZB),
Christoph Stefes (University of Colorado Denver/WZB), Jeff
Goodwin (New York University) and Sonja Hegasy (Zentrum
Moderner Orient).
The conference will be accompanied by evening lectures
by Nancy Fraser (The New School for Social Research, New
York) and Amr Hamzawy (Freedom Egypt Party, Member of
the Parliament of Egypt).
Conference participants are eligible to apply for one of
up to three three-month fellowships to be used for research
in Berlin at the WZB.
For further information on the conference and the
background paper: http://www.irmgard-coninx-stiftung.de/
revolutions.html

Media and Democracy: Beyond the
Government – Corporate Dichotomy
Bernardo Sorj and Sergio Fausto, Directors, Plataforma
Democrática, have announced that this collection of papers
can now be accessed for free.

A

n English synopsis is available at http://www.plataformademocratica.org/Arquivos/Plataforma_Democratica_Working_Paper_20_English.pdf and the complete set of background papers, in Spanish at http://www.
plataformademocratica.org/English/PublicacoesPlataforma.
aspx#MediosComunicacion

Volunteerism Can Be a Major Force
for Social Inclusion and in the Face
of Disaster
“Governments, civil society organizations and the private sector are
all capable of proactive targeting of excluded groups in order to involve them in volunteerism,” says a United Nations report launched
today in Mexico City.

T

he United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme and
the Centro de Investigación y Estudios sobre Sociedad
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However, according to research, most volunteer activity in Mexico happens outside of formal organizations. This
is because legal and fiscal circumstances in Mexico do not
encourage the creation of formal civil society organizations.
Moreover, there is a limited culture of participation in formal groups.
“We very much hope that with the publication of this
report, one of our planet’s most universal assets, the generosity of its people, will be properly recognized and drawn
upon to help meet the challenges,” said Robert Leigh, senior
writer of the SWVR at the launch.
The SWVR concludes that research about volunteerism is at an early stage. The availability of national data
in the developing world is still limited and international
comparable data is virtually non-existent. The report clearly
assigns to governments the task of encouraging more empirical study. It suggests that one public body should be in
charge of measuring volunteering in a country in place of
sector by sector counting.
“Recently, more information on volunteering has become available through several local studies and a new satellite account created by Mexico’s statistics and geography,
INEGI. This research centre at the Tecnológico de Monterrey
will continue to explore all aspects of volunteer activity to
generate data that enhances the development of Mexican civil
society,” said Dr. Jacqueline Butcher, Director of CIESC.

The SWVR was presented to the world community at
the United Nations General Assembly on 5 December 2011
and launched in some 80 countries around the world.
The SWVR on the web: www.unv.org/swvr2011

2012 Raymond Georis Prize for
Innovative Philanthropy

T

he Call for Nominations for the ninth annual Raymond
Georis Prize for Innovative Philanthropy, established by
the Network of European Foundations’ Mercator Fund has
been launched. The Prize will be given at an Award Ceremony that will take place on the occasion of the European
Foundation Centre’s 23rd Annual General Assembly and
Conference taking place in Belfast, Northern Ireland, from
the 6th – 8th June, 2012. The Prize rewards exceptional and
innovative philanthropy.
Candidates must be proposed by a Nominator in order
to be considered for the Prize, offering you the opportunity
to recognise a project, foundation, organisation or an individual’s contribution to philanthropy.
To submit a nomination, the application form and further information concerning the Prize can be obtained by
contacting georisnominations@mercatorfund.net.
Entries close on Friday, 11 May 2012.
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