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School of Philanthropy Established at Indiana University

I

ISTR has a special link to Indiana as the Society was
founded in Indianapolis in March 1992 at a conference organized by Dwight Burlingame. Professor of Philanthropic
Studies at the School of Philanthropy, Dwight Burlingame,
continues his membership and engagement with ISTR since
our founding.
The School’s International Programs are led by director, Angela Bies, and include research partnerships, faculty
exchange, student exchange and study abroad, in addition to
an internationalization of curriculum.
“Philanthropy poses some paradoxes in a comparative, international context,” remarks Angela Bies, director
of international programs.
“On the one hand, we can
see significant gains in poverty alleviation in a number
of parts of the world, along
with the rapid development
of private wealth. But there
is also evidence that the gap
between the rich and poor is growing in a number of places.
Some scholars and policy makers view this as a significant
opportunity and role for increased philanthropy. Yet there
are vital and complex questions around how best to develop
philanthropy given different historical and cultural origins,
varied institutional arrangements including tax and regulatory environments, and different political and economic systems. Our mission at the School of Philanthropy is ‘improving philanthropy to improve the world’. Yet to carry out
that mission responsibly, we must start from a place of inquiry, scholarship, deep dialogue, and meaningful partner-

n September 2012, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education approved Indiana University’s proposal to
create what is believed to be the world’s first school dedicated to the study and teaching of philanthropy. Indiana
University School of Philanthropy empowers and trains students and nonprofit professionals to be thoughtful, innovative leaders who awaken generosity and inspire change. The
School seeks to learn from their colleagues in order to better
understand and advance philanthropy and the nonprofit sector across cultures and national boundaries.
Built on the foundation and expertise of its predecessor,
the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University, the School
is helping shape a new legacy
of rigorous research with the
goal of properly equipping
all in the philanthropic arena
with the knowledge and tools
to advance this field. They
are additionally pioneering
academic programs and practical training that are dedicated to improving philanthropy
to improve the world.
Gene Tempel took his tenure as the founding dean
of the Indiana University School of Philanthropy on October 1, 2012. Tempel served as president and CEO of
the Indiana University Foundation from 2008-2012. Prior to working for the Foundation, Tempel served for 11
years as executive director of the Center and has been
integrally involved with it since its inception in 1987. On
January 1, 2013 Patrick Rooney assumed his role as associate dean for research and academic affairs after serving
since 2008 as executive director.

Continued on page 4
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P r e s i d e n t ´s C o l u m n
my first tentative steps onto the international third
sector research stage I see a long plane flight from
Australia to Geneva in 1998 to present my PhD
s I commenced the role of President of ISTR
findings, facilitated by a postgraduate travel subsiin January, I reflected on the many people
dy from ISTR. Such rare gifts these have become in
who have made ISTR the strong and diverse memour current economic climate but ones we as membership-based organisation that it is today. From
bers must continue to encourage locally, nationally
our founders in the early 1990s, to new doctoral
and cross-nationally to ensure new scholars can be
students at the first ISTR PhD Seminar in Siena
Wendy
Earles
introduced personally to their peers and as I experilast year, people have enthusiastically envisioned, enenced to my reading list! In Geneva, as a new scholar (and a
acted and evaluated the work of building and sustaining an
not very young one at that) I felt welcomed into a community
international association for third sector research, and still
of scholars - journal editors were available to chat with, feldo so. I wish particularly to acknowledge our founders who
low members willingly discussed their research in breaks and
left a rich archival record of their personal reflections on that
listened attentively in exchange, audiences asked reflective
period in the form of the 2002 booklet Celebrating ISTR’s
and thought-provoking questions in presentations, and social
Tenth Anniversary. It was wonderful to have so many of you
events were great fun (I will always remember President Anat our 20th Anniversary celebrations during the Tenth ISTR
tonin Wagner’s steering of the dinner boat around Lake GeBiennial International Conference in 2012.
neva). I was lucky to have already experienced such support
Subsequent presidents, executive and board members,
as a new scholar through membership of the Australian and
conference chairs, academic committees and reviewers, reNew Zealand Third Sector Association and was excited to find
gional conference organisers and affinity group contacts, and
a similarly supportive culture at the international level. I am
journal and book editors have sustained this important work
aware that for many members national associations do not
of our association, most ably supported by the ISTR Secretarexist or members are currently undertaking the task of creiat. This work is often unseen and certainly undocumented
ating such communities. I have seen new associations form
beyond minutes of meetings and other organisational artein many countries and see this as an exciting development
facts such as conference programs and association newsletters
for the long term future of our international association, as
but it is there, constant, sometimes plentiful, always volunfounding members from these national associations create
tary and ultimately rewarding. This work is also changing
the bridge for others to the international level. Sharing these
as technology advances, higher education is reformed and
experiences as part of the agenda of Regional Network Meetresearch contexts change within academia, government and
ings during international and regional conferences has been
the non-profit, and indeed, for-profit sectors.
and is an important aspect of ISTR’s convening work.
The previous board under the leadership of Professor
Returning to complete my PhD and take up my first
Brenda Gainer as President 2011-12 steered us through sigacademic post, the excitement at finding a scholarly home
nificant strategic change as the environment rapidly alerted
dimmed a little under the mammoth task of developing
for most professional and scholarly associations and this will
teaching materials and learning how the academic machine
need ongoing stewardship. I wish to thank them for their
operates. This Inside ISTR newsletter was a constant remindefforts. We have much to celebrate in our strong tradition
er of the exciting work in this field and kept me abreast of
of convening meetings for scholars both internationally and
opportunities for networking. Thanks to a far-sighted Proregionally; creating opportunities for disseminating research
fessor and Head of School I was supported as an early career
in working paper, journal and book formats; and providing
researcher to attend the Dublin international conference, my
information and networking for members. I would like to
second, which cemented my allegiance to ISTR. It is at this
welcome new board members to this task and thank our
critical juncture that a new scholar can falter in their research
continuing board members for making an on-going comcareers and again pursuing support for new scholars to bemitment to this work.
come members and to participate in events needs to be a priBecoming President prompted refection on my own
ority of all existing members. Taking up an Individual SponISTR journey and I share aspects of it here not for the stosor or Supporting Membership are immediate ways members
ry itself but as a way to highlight the many facets that are
can help new scholars join ISTR, as is our sliding membership
ISTR and that arise from ISTR membership. Remembering

Dear ISTR Colleagues:

A
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P r e s i d e n t ´s C o l u m n
are also busy preparing for the 2014 International Conference
in Muenster, a Host Institution, Academic Co-chairs are in
place and the Call will be out soon. The work of publication
continues unabated with an ever-increasing stream of papers
for Voluntas and new book ideas for the Non-Profit Book Series. Our publication committee members and journal and
book series editors continue this important work.
I am looking forward to working closely with our Secretariat and with the Board, and of course meeting more and
more members face-to-face at conferences or via ISTR’s Facebook page. I encourage you all to make the most of your
membership by submitting papers to regional and international conferences, sending in articles or items for Inside
ISTR, including your own ISTR story, volunteering for reviewing and conference committee work, and promoting and
supporting if possible membership of PhD students, early
career researchers and less well-resourced colleagues. Our diversity, enthusiasm and collegiality is what keeps our association vibrant, current and relevant.
Best wishes for 2013 and happy reading of this issue
of Inside ISTR.

rate for different countries. Inclusion is an important principle
guiding ISTR’s work and we can all work to achieve more.
Becoming active at the regional level was my next step
within ISTR. The first ISTR Asia-Pacific Regional Conference
in Bangkok in 1999 was an opportunity to share my research
with scholars from neighbouring countries in the off-year for
international conferences. I have had the privilege of attending, reviewing for, and co-chairing conferences since then and
find an annual dose of ISTR comradeship via regional and
international conferences a great antidote to often sole third
sector researcher status in my institution. My story moves rapidly from here through nomination for the board, international conference academic co-chairing, Treasurer, President-elect
and now President. Such reviewing, academic committee and
board membership is a great way members can contribute
to the community that is ISTR, as is helping with our PhD
Seminar which was so successful in Siena in 2012 and will be
run again in Muenster in 2014. I wish to thank all members
who have been and are active in these ways.
In 2013 there will be regional conferences in Africa,
Latin America and the Caribbean, and Asia-Pacific and I
encourage all members to consider participating where possible. As a board we are working to ensure some of us can
attend each regional conference by participating through papers or panels. Our board meeting will be held in Seoul in
October immediately after the Asia-Pacific Conference. We

Wendy Earles
President
wendy.earles@jcu.edu.au

Planning for the PhD Seminar in Muenster, Germany (July 2014) began
at the ISTR secretariat in Baltimore on Friday, March 22nd. Visiting
from the University of Muenster were (left to right) Friedrich Paulsen,
Andrea Walter, Matthias Freise (Chair of PhD Seminar) and Margery
Daniels (Executive Director, ISTR).
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School of Philanthropy
Established
Continued from page 1
ship, whether that work be within our
own backyard or in collaboration with
our partners throughout the world.”
Along with their colleagues,
the School of Philanthropy is proud
to bring national and international
focus to the maturation of philanthropic studies into a recognized field
of academic study and is helping to
attract and retain the best and brightest faculty and students to study and
work in philanthropy and nonprofit
organizations.
“We live in a global environment, where everything is interconnected,” states Patrick Rooney,
associate dean for research and aca- Chinese New Year celebration at Indiana University of Philanthropy that some of our internademic affairs. “By working together tional students put on for staff. Staff members shown are (L to R): Dwight Burlingame, director
with partners in other countries to of academic programs; Angela Bies, director of international programs; and Patrick Rooney,
build stronger strategic alliances, the associate dean for academic affairs and research
School of Philanthropy’s International
Philanthropic Research Institute at Beijing Normal UniverPrograms create joint international research, teaching and
sity, as well as other partnerships in Thailand, Israel, Sintraining programs. From the School’s cross-national research
gapore, and Egypt. The School is also collaborating on the
projects on giving to training conducted by The Fund Raisreplication of the “Giving Mexico” study through Centro de
ing School in over 40 countries across six continents to our
Investigación y Estudios sobre Sociedad Civil, A.C. at Tecinternational student body and alumni, the School sees innológico de Monterrey, Campus Ciudad de México.
ternational understanding and partnerships as part of its
Across the globe, the environment in which philancore mission. In partnership with other universities, funders,
thropic organizations exist is dynamic and becoming inand non-governmental organizations (NGOs) around the
creasingly complex. More than ever before, people willing
world, the School advances and increases the understanding
to give their time and talents to others—students, donors,
of philanthropy within and across cultures.”
volunteers, and philanthropy professionals—need sophistiThe School currently has over 18 institutional agreecated knowledge and preparation to achieve their mission
ments spanning six continents including a multi-year reand make their impact lasting and meaningful.
search and program development exchange with the Sun-yat
Marcela O. de Rovzar, president and founder of
Sen University (SYSU) School on Philanthropy in GuangPROCURA in Mexico remarked, “I saw a need for strengthzhou, China, with generous funding from the Rockefelening and empowering the nonprofit sector in Mexico. I
ler Brothers Fund. This partnership has resulted in joint
couldn’t do it on my own, and I knew the School of Philanresearch and faculty exchange, and the SYSU School on
thropy was the best option. The more we understand the
Philanthropy works with the Indiana University School of
world and different cultures, the more we can work together
Philanthropy as a “sister-school.” The two schools are curto bring opportunities to people who need them.”
rently working towards offering a joint graduate degree in
The Indiana University School of Philanthropy seeks
Philanthropic Studies.
to serve philanthropy by anticipating and meeting philanIndiana University School of Philanthropy’s internathropy’s needs, academically and professionally, in Indiana,
tional reach involves a research partnership with the China
4

T

h i r d

S

e c t o r

nationally and around the globe. Creation of the School
encompasses, enhances, and expands existing academic, research, international, and training programs, including The
Fund Raising School, the Women’s Philanthropy Institute,
and the Lake Institute on Faith & Giving.
“Many of today’s students and nonprofit professionals
want careers that let them make a meaningful difference
in the lives of others,” said Gene Tempel, founding dean.
“The School of Philanthropy will help them become the next
generation of philanthropy and nonprofit professionals and
scholars, equipping them to fulfill their dreams of changing
the world.”
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Exemplifying Dean Tempel’s above aspiration in action,
Arisha Kahn, undergraduate student in Philanthropic Studies,
commented, “I want to work with an internationally based nonprofit that seeks solutions on a larger level. I have the resources,
the ability, the education, and the passion it takes to help others.
I am confident in saying that it is now my time to lead.”
Preparing the next generation of philanthropists, engaging volunteers and donors, strengthening practice with
powerful ideas, and building insights across borders—this
is how the School of Philanthropy, in partnership with their
colleagues, contributes to improving philanthropy to improve the world.
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ISTR Has Enhanced My Academic Journey

and in Istanbul 2010, I was invited to chair a session besides
presenting my own papers. I was also invited to review abstracts for the ISTR 2010 Conference. After that conference,
became a member of ISTR in 2005 during my PhD years.
I was given the opportunity to be an editor and adminisIndeed, ISTR has a special place in my life, especially in
trator of the social network (Facebook) for the social media
the pursuit of my academic path. I have always wanted to be
expansion of ISTR. Furthering my commitment in ISTR, I
an academic since I was five years old. Humbled with God’s
was invited to Tokyo in 2011, to speak in the Workshop on
grace and blessings, I have journeyed progressively well on
the Roles of Civil Society and Philanthropy in
this path. I received my PhD degree in 2009,
the Age of Crises: Cases of Asia and the United
the first of its kind i.e. integrated PhD or PhD
States, organised and funded by ISTR, OSIPP,
Plus from the Department of East Asian StudUniversity of Osaka, Japan Foundation for Globies, The University of Leeds, United Kingdom.
al Partnership (Japan), University of Iowa and
During this process, I had the great opportuniUniversity of Wisconsin (USA). At the ISTR
ty to learn from two distinguish professors in
conference in Siena 2012, I was invited to be a
that field of study, Prof. Victor Terry King and
member of the PhD Task Force for the newly
Prof. Mike Parnwell.
introduced PhD seminar. I was also appointed as
It was also during my PhD that I had the
a committee member for the Nominating Comopportunity to present for the first time, a paper
mittee for ISTR Board Members.
and a poster at an ISTR conference held in BangFrom my humble experiences and involvekok in 2006. I remembered very well that it was
ment through ISTR, I must say ISTR has added
the only poster presented at that conference. I reJanice Nga
valuable training to my academic direction and
ceived many useful comments for both my poster
inculcated in me the eagerness to learn and contribute in any
and paper from scholars around the world and at the same time
way possible. Besides the training opportunities, I have also
had the opportunity to meet and converse ideas with many big
gained support and confidence in my academic journey and
names there. I had the opportunity to meet face-to-face with
faith to face various challenges.
scholars that I had quoted in my work. Since then, ISTR conAs it is, it is very often I find myself the sole presenter
ference has always been the conference that I would not want
from
Malaysia
for the past ISTR conferences. However, this
to miss, although I attend other regional conferences whenever
situation may well be a mere coincidence. I am an economist
my time and the financial situation permit me to do so.
and as I started my academic career in 1999, I observed that
During the ISTR regional conference in Taiwan 2009

I
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conference are many and willing to share their experiences.
‘ISTR is Home’ where one can find courage and comfort! I
firmly believe that slowly but surely the situation can be improved and my specialisation will be well accepted in times
to come. Thus, I will keep on trying and never give up. Although not all my attempts were successful, I have gained
some humble achievements. To date, for example, I have
managed to establish an elective course namely Civil Society
and Development. It has been approved and I have started to
teach the course since 2012. It is an emotive moment when
I get to receive the news unexpectedly. I considered the approval and introduction of this course as an important step
in many challenging steps to come. It is my hope and wish
that we will have a Malaysian chapter of ISTR sooner rather
than later.
All and all, from the bottom of my heart, I thank you
ISTR and wonderful dedicate people of ISTR community.
God bless.

the importance of the civil society or the third sector in economics study was very much under researched or neglected
by economists. I have noticed the existence of a relationship
between money and power or power and prosperity resulting
in the need to seek an explanation for this situation its consequences, justice and equality. Hence, I had since begun to
propose my PhD study in this area. While it was an exigent
process to convince the panel in order to secure a scholarship for this kind of unconventional economics study, it was
equally challenging to find a place to pursue my PhD. However, with consistent patience and passion, God led me to
Leeds. I am not elaborating the process here, but it is worth
mentioning the testing times that I faced. In fact, even with
my PhD degree and my academic involvement in this area of
study, there is comment from a dominant university professor
that I am ‘wrong parking’ i.e. refers to my field of specialisation the third sector that is wrongly parked under economics
based on his understanding. Although such criticism or its
kind of action becomes harsh on me sometimes, I continue to
work and promote the significance of third sector in economic development especially in my university and my country.
It is worth mentioning that ISTR is a platform where I
find comfort and regenerate my confidence. ISTR through its
conferences and scholars give me support and assurances that
my work and I are in the ‘right parking’ without doubt. In
other words, to a lone scholar working on an unconventional
field of study in my place, I find ISTR my academic home because international scholars and economists that attend ISTR

Janice L. H. Nga (PhD) is a senior lecturer from the Economic Planning and Development Programme at the School of
Business and Economics, Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS), a
founder member of the Economic and Third Sector Research
Group, a think-tank member of the Malaysian Institute for
Research in Youth Development (IPPBM), and Deputy Chief
Commissioner, Girl Guide Association of Malaysia (Sabah
Branch). Email: janice@ums.edu.my,
janicenga@yahoo.com
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They can then like, share, or comment on the post. When a
person interacts with a post, there is a greater chance that their
friends will see this interaction—this is how posts go viral
and reach a larger audience. Therefore there is a link between
sharing important posts in our Facebook group as a way to
drive traffic to the Facebook page.
On our most popular day on Facebook we had over 60
views, with the potential reach of over 100. Potential reach
means how many feed included information about ISTR.
On twitter our most popular link received nearly 80 clicks.
These numbers are wonderful for an organization that is just
starting out on twitter and Facebook. With the release of
our new videos from YouTube, we can expect our hits and
followers to continue to grow. After a few more months we
will have a better idea about what posts are popular and how
we can continue to grow both social media platforms.
Twitter: www.twitter.com/istrorg
Facebook: www.facebook.com/istrorg

T

his year ISTR has implemented a new social media strategy involving twitter and Facebook. As of March, the
followers on twitter and “likes” on Facebook are steadily growing. We’ve received positive feedback from members and the
general public and will continue to engage users and establish
a solid online presence. Currently we have 75 followers (up
from 20) on twitter and 99 likes on Facebook (up from 50).
The same links that are popular on twitter are not popular on Facebook. On twitter-- academic and news links are the
most popular. On Facebook-- brief posts that include links or
photos are the most popular. On twitter it seems that sharing
information that links directly to ISTR (our newsletter, our
journal, or our papers) is popular. However on Facebook, posts
that share information about other organizations or publications drive traffic to our page. When someone likes the ISTR
page, updates from the ISTR page appear in their timeline.

Philanthropy on the Agenda at ISTR:
Opening the Black Box

of foundation decision-making and look inside what actually goes on at foundations. Our foundation’s collaboration
Posted on July 16, 2012 by Charles Keidan
with the Centre for Charitable Giving and Philanthropy
(CGAP) to produce reliable and accessible trend data on the
hilanthropy was on the scholarly agenda at the vibrant
spending of family foundations is one small step in that
International Society for Third-Sector Research (ISTR)
direction.
conference last week at the University of Siena.
Still, more sustained and deeper interaction between
The conference handbook listed (conservatively) 17 sesscholars and philanthropy practitioners could prove fruitful
sions on the philanthropy research track. With an
for both parties. First, foundations might benaverage of three papers delivered per session, this
efit from greater engagement with the research
amounted to more than 50 papers on philanthrocommunity and the chance to reflect critically
py and foundations. Subjects ranged from the role
on their practice away from the daily business of
of foundations in the field of philanthropy studies
grant management. Second, the academic field
and research to the relationships between donors
might benefit from the presence of more pracand recipients, while a highly interactive pre-contitioners and the experiences that inform their
ference workshop shared approaches to teaching
work. It could also lead, over time, to more rephilanthropy on courses at the University of Calsources being invested by foundations in underCharles Keidan
ifornia, Berkeley and Georgetown, Washington.
standing their own field.
We learned about how undergraduate students ‘built’ their
Sadly, though, such interaction is currently limited,
own foundations values, mission and strategy and bid for the
something reflected by the presence of only a handful of
allocation of US$10,000-15,000.
foundation representatives at the ISTR conference. But great
However, it was clear from an academic perspective
potential exists for new and mutually rewarding relationthat much remains unknown about philanthropy and founships and the next biennial ISTR conference presents both
dations, and a repeated concern was the variable level of
an opportunity and a platform for this to happen. I hope the
access to data about foundations. In a session prosaically
opportunity is seized.
titled ‘Determinants of foundation development’, several
Charles Keidan is director of Pears Foundation.
researchers talked about the need to open the ‘black box’
Posted on Alliance Magazine blog.
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business firms. The academic society has been contributed
to research on a variety of issues related to nonprofit organizations and has published an academic journal titled Korean NPO Review, published twice a year, during the past 10
years, now becoming a leading academic journal both for
academic professionals, students, and practitioners.
NPO Center of Yonsei University, co-host institution
of the conference, has been a leading research center that has
carried out research on the nonprofit sector in Korea.

The ISTR Africa Civil Society Research Network Conference will be held 11-13 July, 2013 in Nairobi, Kenya.

F

irstly, we would like to thank everyone for showing their
interest in the ISTR Africa Regional Conference themed
Faith, Civil Society and Development in Africa. Faith based
organisations are an integral part of the economics, politics
and development strategies of the African continent. This
fact is evidenced by the numerous, impressive and thought
provoking abstracts we have received. The abstracts received
cover a wide variety of topics pertaining to the role, form
and function of faith based and other third sector organisations in Africa and its development. Topics covered include,
but are not limited to, the relationship between faith status
and NGO success, how faith organisations rise up to face the
challenges brought by failed states and ethnic conflicts and
the structural reasons that give rise to fundamentalist religious organisations on the continent. Besides presentations,
conference activities will include messages from notable
speakers from the Kenyan FBO community.
The quality of the abstracts has made the task of the
reviews a daunting one. However, the review of abstracts is
underway and successful candidates will be notified within
the coming weeks. As noted, in the last newsletter the conference will take place in Nairobi, Kenya from the 11-13 July
2013. Individuals with successful abstracts will be contacted
with further information with regards to travel logistics, accommodation and registration.
Looking forward to seeing you in Kenya.

Ninth Regional Conference for Latin
America and the Caribbean
The Ninth ISTR Regional Conference for Latin America
and the Caribbean will be held in Santiago de Chile, from
28 to 30 August 2013.

T

he conference title is Participation and Representation: New Paradigms for Civil
Society. The choice of the conference theme is in response
to research advances on civil
society in the region and to
an analysis of the most significant social and political
processes partaken by and
conditioning civil society
throughout Latin America
and the Caribbean. Universities and academic institutions from eight countries
comprise the Academic Committee and the event will be
hosted by three prestigious Chilean universities.
The Academic Committee and the Organizing Committee have been working intensely to ensure that the event
becomes an active space for exchange and for the design of
new actions. A blog has been created to help the preparations
and inform of the different steps at: http://istrchile2013.blogspot.com/
Bernard Enjolras, Editor of Voluntas, will be attending the Ninth ISTR Regional Conference in Santiago, Chile.
Voluntas is the International Journal of Voluntary and Non
Profit Organizations and plans to publish a special issue on
civil society in Latin America and the Caribbean based on a
selection of papers from the regional conference.

Asia Pacific Regional Conference

T

he 8th ISTR Asia-Pacific Regional Conference is scheduled to be held in Seoul, Korea, on 24-26 October,
2013, under the theme of “Nonprofit Law, Policy and Practice: Evolution and Evaluation,” hosted by KANPOR (Korea
Association of Nonprofit Sector Research) and NPO Center
of Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea. The conference venue is
Kim Koo Museum and Library located in Seoul, close to
downtown Seoul. KANPOR, celebrating its 13th anniversary in November this year, is supported by more than 200
members, academicians from a variety of disciplines, social
welfare, sociology, business administration, economics, law
and practitioners at Korean nonprofit organizations and
8
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ship, social enterprise, social economy and social innovation
concepts in Romania and to contribute to the development
of the best practice in the field.
For more information, contact: Mihai Lisetchi; e-mail:
mihail.lisetchi60@e-uvt.ro

Working Group on Social Economy
Organizations Established in Romania

R

ecently (Oct. 2012), a multidisciplinary working group
focusing on social economy organizations started up
within the West University of Timisoara (WUT), Romania,
as a joint initiative of the Faculty of Economics and Business
Administration and Faculty of Sociology and Psychology.
The group aims to support the development of research and
practice of the social entrepreneurship, social enterprise, social economy and social innovation and includes academics
from several departments of the university, PhD students
and NGO representatives.
While American and Western European universities
have developed, over the past decades, an interest in social
economy organizations (SEO), in Romania, the academic interest in this field is still in an incipient phase. Very few
academic courses or events dedicated to such concepts as social entrepreneurship, social enterprise, social economy and
social innovation are being reported.
On the other hand, the global economic crisis strengthens the public recognition of the role of the social enterprises
as tools to address community problems. In this respect, the
European Union has developed a public policy which includes complex instruments to sustain the development of
the social economy and its associated social entreprises.
The West University of Timisoara (WUT) is one of
the four major research universities in Romania. It is located
in Timisoara, a thriving city in the western region, and is an
important catalyst of cultural and educational activities for a
large multiethnic constituency. By integrating the activities
of the multidisciplinary working group focusing on social
economy organizations, the West University in Timisoara
has the opportunity to become a leading promoter of the development of the field of social economy studies in Romania.
In line with its mission, the strategic objectives of the
working group are:
• Clarifying the social entrepreneurship, social enterprise, social economy and social innovation concepts;
• Supporting the development of social economy related academic courses, events and research projects;
•Developing national and international academic
partnerships;
• Setting up within WUT of a multidisciplinary research centre on SEO.
In a long run, these initiatives represent an attempt to
create more academic visibility on the social entrepreneur-

The Basic Income Project in Brazil

O

n October 2008, the ReCivitas started a monthly
payment of Basic Income in the
Quatinga Velho’s community in
Brazil to 27 persons. Today, 83
persons receive monthly R$ 30
(about USD 15). In 4.5 years of
the project, it has been maintained through donations from
people (P2P) all over the world. 100% of donations goes to
pay the Basic Income (BI), and the administrative costs are
covered by the NPO. More than 500 years of idea, started
with Thomas Morus, are put in practice through the NPO.
Lots of independent studies are published. Now, we are
working to create a Permanent Fund to get this project sustainable and open new communities.
Concept
Having a fundamental value of freedom, and considering
that human beings are endowed with free will and initiative
and are perfectly able to produce and develop without being
overwhelmed by brute force or famine: the Basic Income is
unconditional guarantee to right of life, freedom and dignity, aims of the individual to the liberation of any condition
of deprivation that may subtract from their right to work for
free will in a paid or unpaid.
The Basic Income project was presented at the Conference in Siena 2012. The paper was titled, “Analytical Report
of Three Years of the Pilot-Project of Basic Income Guarantee in Brazil,” and presented by Bruna Augusto Pereira and
Marcus Vinicius Brancaglione, both of RECIVITAS.
The methodology P2P, where people donate directly to
the project, without the administrative costs and intermediation of somebody, used in the Basic Income project at Quatinga Velho since the beginning in 2008, is now used by an organization from MIT, improving the efficiency and effectiveness
of the projects.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUMQxECgvkA
(Interview with Bruna and Marcus)
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The Politics of Civil Society: Big
Society and Small Government.
(2nd edition) By Frederick
Powell. Bristol, UK: The
Policy Press, 2013. 224 pages. Cost: Paperback £19.99.
To order: http://www.policypress.co.uk/

Civil Society in China: The Legal Framework from Ancient
Times to the “New Reform Era.”
By Karla W. Simon. Oxford, UK: Oxford University
Press, 2013. 560 pages. Cost:
Hardcover, US $75. To order:
www.oup.com/us

2011 shook the world politically. The Occupy Movement, Los Indignados and
the Greek Aganaktismenoi (outraged) reacted
to zombie capitalism in the
West, while the Arab Spring challenged political tyrannies
in the Maghreb-Mashreq region. Democracy became the
meta-question of the moment. New communicative technologies unleashed a tidal wave of civic protest that spread
across the globe, bringing new political actors on to the
street. But what does this protest movement mean? Are we
on the threshold of a transformation in global political consciousness? Is civil society the necessary counter-power that
is democratising democracy from within? Or are we living
through an apocalyptic terminal phase of civilisation? In the
second, revised edition of this book, the author looks behind
the mirror of power and differentiates the real from the fake
in policy and politics.

This book presents the
legal and fiscal framework
for civil society organizations
(CSOs) in China from earliest times to the present day.
Civil Society in China traces
the ways in which laws and
regulations have shaped civil society over the 5,000 years of
China’s history and looks at ways in which social and economic history have affected the legal changes that have occurred over the millennia.
This book provides an historical and current analysis of
the legal framework for civil society and citizen participation
in China, focusing not merely on legal analysis, but also on
the ways in which the legal framework influenced and was
influenced in turn by social and economic developments. The
principal emphasis is on ways in which the Chinese people
- as opposed to high-ranking officials or cadres -- have been
able to play a part in the social and economic development
of China through the associations in which they participate.
Civil Society in China sums up this rather complex journey through Chinese legal, social, and political history by
assessing the ways in which social, economic, and legal system reforms in today’s China are bound to have an impact on
civil society. The changes that have occurred in China’s civil
society since the late 1980’s and, most especially, since the
late 1990’s, are nothing short of remarkable.
• Includes historical content links to the developments of the current “new reform era”
• Comparison charts in the appendix provide easy
access to the ways in which current three regulations
(1998/2004) differ from earlier ones from 1988/1989
• Analysis of the proposed charity law and the enacted local charity fund raising regulations helps to provide a
link to what will be the next big legislative development in
this area
• Extensive discussion of how comparative materials
might be used to assist in reform efforts

Representations of Global Poverty: Aid, Development and International NGOs. By Nandita
Dogra. London, UK: IBTauris, 2012. 256 pages. Cost:
Hardback £54.50. To order:
www.ibtauris.com
Through the efforts of increasingly media-aware NGOs,
people in the west are bombarded with images of poverty and inequality in the
developing world. Representations of Poverty is the first
comprehensive study of the
communications and imagery used by international NGOs
10
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zation, as reflected in its public statements and actions, goes
a long way to assure its influence over the often tumultuous
elements of the international human rights landscape

to represent the developing world. In this meticulously researched and original book, Nandita Dogra examines the full
cycle of representation - integrating analyses of the public
messages of international development NGOs in the UK
with the views of their staff and audiences. Exploring the
Europeanised discourses inherent in appeals to this notion of
a ‘common humanity’, she argues for a greater acknowledgment of NGOs as significant mediating institutions which
can expand understandings of global inequalities and their
historical causation.

Faith and the State: A History
of Islamic Philanthropy in Indonesia. By Amelia Fauzia.
Leiden, The Netherlands:
Brill, 2013. 346 pages. Cost:
Hardback: 112, US $156. To
order: www.brill.com

Internal Affairs: How the Structure of NGOs Transforms Human Rights. By Wendy Wong.
Ithaca, NY, USA: Cornell
University Press, 2012. 272
pages. Cost: Hardcover US
$39.95. To order: http://www.
cornellpress.cornell.edu/

Faith and the State offers a
comprehensive historical development of Islamic philanthropy--zakat (almsgiving),
sedekah (donation) and waqf
(religious
endowment)-from the time of the Islamic monarchs, through the period
of Dutch colonialism and up to contemporary Indonesia. It
shows a rivalry between faith and the state: between efforts
to involve the state in managing philanthropic activities and
efforts to keep them under control of Muslim civil society.
Philanthropy is an indication of the strength of civil
society. When the state was weak, philanthropy developed
powerfully and was used to challenge the state. When the
state was strong, Muslim civil society tended to weaken but
still found ways to use philanthropic practices in the public
sphere to promote social change.

Why are some international
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) more politically salient than others,
and why are some NGOs
better able to influence the
norms of human rights? Internal Affairs shows
how the organizational structures of human rights NGOs
and their campaigns determine their influence on policy.
Drawing on data from seven major international organizations—the International Committee of the Red Cross, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Médecins sans
Frontières, Oxfam International, Anti-Slavery International,
and the International League of Human Rights—Wendy H.
Wong demonstrates that NGOs that choose to centralize
agenda-setting and decentralize the implementation of that
agenda are more successful in gaining traction in international politics.
Challenging the conventional wisdom that the most
successful NGOs are those that find the “right” cause or have
the most resources, Wong shows that how NGOs make and
implement decisions is critical to their effectiveness in influencing international norms about human rights. Building
on the insights of network theory and organizational sociology, Wong traces how power works within NGOs and affects
their external authority. The internal coherence of an organi-

Almost Worthy: The Poor, Paupers, and the Science of Charity in
America, 1877-1917. By Brent
Ruswick. Bloomington, Indiana, USA: Indiana University
Press, 2012. 288 pages. Cost:
cloth US $37.00; ebook US
$32.00. To order: www.iupress.
indiana.edu
In the 1880s, social reform
leaders warned that the “unworthy” poor were taking
charitable relief intended for
the truly deserving. Armed
11
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thropy has a positive effect on economic growth and productivity. Acs describes how individuals such as Benjamin
Franklin, Andrew Carnegie, Bill Gates, and Oprah Winfrey
have used their wealth to establish institutions and promote
knowledge, and Acs shows how philanthropy has given an
edge to capitalism by promoting vital forces--like university
research--necessary for technological innovation, economic
equality, and economic security. Philanthropy also serves as
a guide for countries with less flexible capitalist institutions,
and Acs makes the case for a larger, global philanthropic culture.
		

with statistics and confused notions of evolution, these “scientific charity” reformers founded organizations intent on
limiting access to relief by the most morally, biologically,
and economically unfit. Brent Ruswick examines a prominent national organization for scientific social reform and
poor relief in Indianapolis in order to understand how these
new theories of poverty gave birth to new programs to assist
the poor.

Why Philanthropy Matters: How
the Wealthy Give, and What It
Means for Our Economic Well-Being. By Zoltan J. Acs. Princeton,
NJ, USA: Princeton University
Press, 2013. 272 pages. Cost:
Cloth US $29.95 / £19.95. To order: http://press.princeton.edu/
ordering.html

Civil Society and Global Poverty: Hegemony, Inclusivity, Legitimacy. By Clive Gabay. London, UK: Routledge, 2012.
178 pages. Hardback US 145.00. To
order: www.routledge.com
The Global Call to Action against
Poverty (GCAP) is world’s largest
civil society movement fighting
against poverty and inequality, incorporating over 100 affiliated country-level coalitions. It has become a significant global actor
and its annual days of mobilisation now attract over 175 million people around the world.
This book seeks to explore GCAP’s power and its embodiment of emancipatory change. It develops a framework
that assesses its external power as an actor by exploring how
power works in it, and the relationship between the two.
Gabay demonstrates that GCAP, and actors like it, may
transcend some of the obstructions they face in navigating
and proposing alternatives to dominant codes and practices
of neo-liberal globalisation. Thematically, the book explores
GCAP’s constitutive powers along three axes: hegemony, inclusion and legitimacy. It draws on a wide range of social
and political theory, including Liberalism, Anarchism and
postcolonial theory and featuring case studies on Malawi and
India.

Philanthropy has long been a
distinctive feature of American
culture, but its crucial role in
the economic well-being of the
nation--and the world--has remained largely unexplored.
Why Philanthropy Matters takes an in-depth look at philanthropy as an underappreciated force in capitalism, measures
its critical influence on the free-market system, and demonstrates how American philanthropy could serve as a model
for the productive reinvestment of wealth in other countries.
Factoring in philanthropic cycles that help balance the economy, Zoltan Acs offers a richer picture of capitalism, and a
more accurate backdrop for considering policies that would
promote the capitalist system for the good of all.
Examining the dynamics of American-style capitalism
since the eighteenth century, Acs argues that philanthropy
achieves three critical outcomes. It deals with the question
of what to do with wealth--keep it, tax it, or give it away.
It complements government in creating public goods. And,
by focusing on education, science, and medicine, philan-
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Civil Society at Crossroads:
Shifts, Challenges, Options

litical exclusion. This publication features 20 contributions,
from activists and analysts in
Egypt, Tunisia, Israel, Greece,
Ireland, Spain, the US, Canada and Mexico, who were invited, not to look back at the
protests to analyze their causes, but to critically and constructively examine the creative
proposals and campaigns that have emerged from them. The
motifs that come through- frustration with government for
failing to address political and social exclusion, lack of faith
in official political processes and actors, the belief that new
social movements are sowing seeds of a more direct democracy-are common in each country and all regions. However,
the theme that is emerging most strongly is that of a deep
crisis in political representation. As the UN system engages in discussions to construct a future for sustainable development, what the Rio+20 outcome calls, “The Future We
Want,” this publication aims to help articulate why “we the
people’s” needs can and must inform the next generation of
development goals.
http://www.fes-globalization.org/new_york/new-publicationthe-future-we-the-people-need-voices-from-new-social-movements-in-north-africa-middle-east-europe-north-america/

T

he global synthesis report of the ‘Civil Society
at a Crossroads’ initiative - a
collective reflection process
about the future of civil society around the world. The
initiative is being undertaken
by a consortium of civil society support organisations –
PRIA (India), CDRA (South
Africa), PSO (Netherlands),
INTRAC (UK), EASUN
(Tanzania), and ICD (Uruguay).
The report covers the trajectories and events in the
21st century that have brought civil society to a crossroads,
the key questions that arise for the future of civil society,
and responses to these from civil society actors across the
globe. Emerging lessons and implications for civil society
are also covered.
The consortium plans to continue to expand the process of critical reflection with practitioners in civil society, as
well as with donors and policymakers.
Publications:
Global Synthesis (of results): http://www.pria.org/
docs/Global-Synthesis.pdf
A film with a synthesis of the Project. On YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQRapiZqrRI
All the 22 stories collected at Crossroads are available at the PRIA page at: http://www.pria.org/civil-society-at-crossroads-/2451

New Opportunities
for Cooperation in Designing and Delivering International Aid
By Filiz Bikmen

T

he increase in development aid is a trend
in many emerging market
countries. How these aid
programs are designed, delivered and evaluated is of critical importance to local, domestic and global civil society and philanthropy organizations.
This article focuses on Turkey’s expanding role in development aid and the importance of defining a strategic framework to
include NGOs and foundations in the design, development and
implementation of development aid programs.
http://www.gmfus.org/archives/new-opportunities-for-cooperation-in-designing-and-delivering-international-aid/

The Future We the People Need: Voices
from New Social Movements in North Africa, Middle East, Europe & North America.
Werner Puschra and Sara Burke (EDS.), FES International Policy Analysis, February 2013

M

any new social movements have sprung up since the
financial crisis in 2008. In North Africa, the Middle
East, Europe and North America they emerged out of social protests against economic austerity, inequality and po13
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Next Gen Donors: Respecting Legacy and
Revolutionizing Philanthropy Report

• Next generation donors want meaningful, hands-on
engagement with the causes that they care about and want to
develop close relationships with the organizations they give to,
giving their time and talent as well as their treasure.
• Next generation donors are highly networked with
their peers, learning about causes from trusted friends and
sharing philanthropic experiences with peer networks.
• Next generation donors seek to maintain the difficult balance of respecting the legacy of previous generations
and revolutionizing philanthropy for greater impact, aiming
to use new, innovative, even risky strategies to make their
giving more effective.
• For next generation donors, philanthropy is a part
of who they are; it is not just something they do. They start
developing their philanthropic identity from an early age
by learning through hands-on experiences looking to older
generations, and they are eager for new personal experiences
that will help them learn to be better philanthropists.
Visit the website and view the full report; http://www.
nextgendonors.org/.

T

he Frey Foundation Chair for Family Philanthropy at
the Johnson Center for Philanthropy, in partnership
with the New York-based consulting group 21/64, has just
released a major report that provides an in-depth study of
next generation donors, those who are inheriting an unprecedented $40 trillion and are poised to be the most significant
philanthropists in history.
The report looks to start a conversation with and about
#nextgendonors. The report is the most comprehensive of
its kind, drawing from 310 surveys from high-capacity donors and 30 in-depth individual interviews. It provides a
much-needed glimpse into these young donors who represent the future of philanthropy, but about whom we know
very little.
Through analysis of the survey responses and dozens
of candid statements direct from next gen donors, the report
reveals:
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Certificate in Archives at the University of
Massachusetts Boston

sion requirements. Inquiries regarding the Certificate in
Archives are encouraged and should be addressed to archiveprogram@umb.edu, or by mail to: Professor Darwin
H. Stapleton, Department of History, University of Massachusetts Boston, 100 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA
02125 USA.

T

he History Department at the University of Massachusetts Boston (www.umb.edu) invites international
applications for its graduate-level Certificate in Archives.
The program offers courses and an internship that engage
modern issues and knowledge in the archives field, and can
be completed in one full year of study. Successful applicants
will enroll in four courses (two each in the fall and spring
semesters) and will have an internship in archival practice at
one of Boston’s leading archival institutions.
Potential applicants who hold advanced degrees, and
who already are working in the archives field or who expect
to do so are especially encouraged to apply. Those pursing
the Certificate will have opportunities to visit Boston-area
archives and historical institutions during their studies.
Applicants must complete and submit the University of Massachusetts Boston’s application for graduate study
found at www.umb.edu/admissions/grad/international.
Note that international students have additional admis-

Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society
(The Graduate Center, CUNY)
Welcomes 2013 Senior International Fellows

I

n April, a group of Third-Sector executives from seven
countries in Africa, Asia, Australasia and Europe will
participate in the Senior International Fellows Program
at the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society (The
Graduate Center, CUNY) in New York City. During
the one-month program, the seven Fellows will attend
seminars featuring guest speakers from grantmaking
and NGO-support organizations, visit local foundations, network with colleagues, and produce a strategy
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Shaun George Samuels (South Africa), SGS Consulting
Strategies for building local giving and the community development
foundation sector in South Africa

paper for implementation in their home countries. This
year’s group particularly stands out both because of their
breadth of expertise, and because is the largest group of
Senior Fellows the Center has hosted, including for the
first time a Fellow from Bermuda.
Each of the visiting Fellows will explore an issue with
potential impact for strengthening place-based philanthropy
institutions in their home countries. The names, affiliations
and research topics of the 2013 Senior Fellows are:

Myra Virgil (Bermuda), The Atlantic Philanthropies
(Bermuda)
Global trends in community foundations and their applicability in
the context of Bermuda
Since 1989, the Center’s International Fellows Program has
provided opportunities for young emerging and senior level
Third-Sector practitioners to study and research topics in the
field of philanthropy within a comparative perspective. The
program is designed to provide leadership training and professional development through seminars, applied research,
and networking opportunities. It also allows time for reflection – a rare commodity for NGO professionals.
While for over a decade the program’s focus has been
community foundations and place-based philanthropy, other related issues have also engaged the Fellows’ attention,
including: corporate social responsibility; diaspora philanthropy; social justice/social change; evaluative thinking and
impact measurement; and social media.
The incoming group joins more than 165 program
alumni from 57 countries, all of whom will have the opportunity to connect virtually via a program listserv, providing Fellows with a vehicle to connect beyond the temporal
boundaries of their own cohort or the geographic boundaries
of place.
In the coming weeks the Center will announce a call
for applications to its 2013 Emerging Leader International
Fellows Program and U.S. Diversity Fellowship. For further
details, write to info@philanthropy.org.

Bernardino Casadei (Italy), L’Associazione Italiana Fondazioni ed Enti di Erogazione [ASSIFERO]
Community foundations and collective impact (as an alternative to
formal partnerships)
Bill Holland (New Zealand), New Zealand Association of
Community Foundations
Role of a national association in supporting and strengthening community foundations in New Zealand
Petra Krystiánová (Czech Republic), The Via Foundation
The development of philanthropy through the cultivation of major
donors in the Czech Republic
Sharon Nathani (Australia), Inner North Community
Foundation
Defining ‘community’: the relevance of community foundations to
diverse populations in urban contexts
Pradeepta Kumar Nayak (India), Sampradaan Indian
Centre for Philanthropy
Strengthening community philanthropy and community foundations
in India
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European Summer School on Social Economy (ESSE) 2013 – III ed.
“Social Entrepreneurship in a Global Context”
July 8th-13th 2013
Bertinoro (FC), Italy

T

he Department of Economics, University of
Bologna, Forlì Campus in collaboration with
AICCON is pleased to announce the third edition of
the European Summer School on Social Economics
(ESSE), “Social Entrepreneurship in a Global Context”, which will be held from July 8th to 13th 2013
at the University Residential Centre of Bertinoro
(FC), Italy.
This third edition is organized in partnership
with EMES, EURICSE and SECS IRT (University of
Bologna).
Social entrepreneurship refers to an activity
whose primary purpose is to pursue social goals,
produce goods and services in a highly entrepreneurial, innovative and efficient manner to generate benefits for society and citizens, use surpluses
mainly to achieve social goals, and accomplish its
mission through the way in which it involves workers, customers and stakeholders affected by its business activity.
Social entrepreneurship is also acknowledged as
a major producer or “laboratory” of social innova-

tions, especially at local or community level. Moreover it is strictly connected with the concept of Social
Economy too.
ESSE 2013’s principle aim is to promote the academic and professional enrichment of its participants.
To this end, participants will take part in classroom lectures and discussions focused on both the
theoretical issues present in the field as well as case
studies. The latter will take into consideration practical models of both success and failure in order to explore the strengths, weaknesses, and areas of growth
and opportunity that the growing field of Social Entrepreneurship.
The Summer School is aimed at students currently engaged in graduate studies as well as PhD
students and researchers. Practitioners wishing to
deepen their knowledge form a theoretical point of
view are also welcome.
For further information, please visit: www.esse.
unibo.it
Deadline for application is April 15th, 2013.
Application fee: C 650

“Inside ISTR” is published by the International Society for
Third-Sector Research (ISTR). Please submit materials/
information for publication to the ISTR Secretariat:
International Society for
Third-Sector Research (ISTR)
578 Wyman Park Building
3400 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218-2688 USA
Telephone: 410.516.4678 FAX: 410.516.4870
http://www.istr.org
Margery B. Daniels, Executive Director
e-mail: istr@jhu.edu
Robin Wehrlin, Administrative Coordinator
e-mail: rwehrlin@jhu.edu
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