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will include sessions dealCitizen participation has
ing with ongoing subjects
become a key issue for govof particular interest for the sector, such as
ernments, with a plethora of different meanings attached to
• the relationship between civil society and the state
it. Furthermore, the question of what civil society can bring
• social entrepreneurship and social enterprises:
to the table in attempting to attack the global challenges of
challenges to the third sector?
the 21st century, has become a point of particular attention.
• civil society and social innovation
While some governments and the corporate sector would
• management and governance of third sector organizations
like to see civil society primarily in the role of service provid• for-profit and non-profit: differences, commonalities,
ers, citizens are increasingly aware of the political mandate
partnerships, hybrids
of civil society.
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Given this scenario, the conference will attempt to ad• gender
dress and discuss the following issues:
• evaluation, legitimacy, accountability and impact
• theoretical frameworks and boundaries of civil society
• emerging areas of theorizing and practice
• collaborative governance and civil society
• civil society and citizen participation – addressing
public issues
Continued on page 4
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of small group interaction and more time for each
participant to present their work and for discussion. The seminar and the involvement of more
ur 2013 regional conferences are fast apsenior and junior Faculty were great mentoring
proaching and the calls for the 2014 Interexperiences and are important succession activinational Conference and PhD Seminar are now on
ties in our field. Applications are now open and
the website and profiled in this edition. These are
importantly close on September 30; remember to
exciting developments and I hope you are able to
submit a paper on your research to the conference
partake of the richness of these offerings. ConWendy
Earles
also, a double opportunity for feedback at any stage
ference Co-chairs and committees have indeed been
of your PhD.
busy this quarter and their efforts are appreciated by us all.
Reviewers have been, and in some case are currentThe theme for the 2014 International Conference ly, busy for regional conferences. Each of the conferences,
‘Civil Society and the Citizen’ – transcends our diverse
Africa in July, Latin America and Caribbean in August,
disciplinary mix and speaks to so many contemporary
and Asia-Pacific in October received a healthy number of
challenges and strengths. Our multifarious geographical,
submissions especially a surge in panel submissions, a welpolitical, social, economic, environmental and spiritual excome development as collaborations multiply and intensify
periences will no doubt provide rich fodder for dialogue in
among ISTR colleagues. These conferences are important
Muenster next year. It is time to think forward and draft
mission-based activities for us as we seek to encourage disabstracts on your current interests and projects, to imagsemination of research and networking between members
ine where you will be in theoretical musing or fieldwork,
in different parts of the world. Not all scholars can travel
analysis and interpretation, and to set yourself the target
to international conferences so more region-based events
of presenting a paper in Muenster. It is also time to reach
can promote inclusion. The opportunity to present in
out to colleagues and conceive panel submissions that enSpanish at the Latin America and Caribbean regional concourage international comparative analysis, interdisciplinference also promotes inclusion. They also enable profiling
ary exploration and a trans-disciplinary knowledge-use
of third sector research within the host nation. I wish the
orientation. Float your idea on the ISTR Facebook site,
organisers of each conference great success and thank the
contact affinity groups, form a new group on the webhost centres and host and academic committees for their
site, think back to which papers caught your interest in
valuable contributions to ISTR within the regions.
2012 and contact the authors, the October deadline will
Your Executive Committee will meet in June in
come around fast! There are many new sub-themes listed
Muenster hosted by our President-elect, Annette Zimin the call as well as many old favorites. The Conference
mer. This is a regular operational meeting to guide and
Academic Committee will work hard over the next 9-12
support the work of our Secretariat. Financial and opermonths to generate strong thematic tracks, as well as inational reporting from sub-committees are normal items
teresting new special sessions to grow research interest in
on any executive agenda but high on our development
new areas and fields. Remember the International Conferagenda will be preparations for the 2014 International
ence is also a great place to meet to work on ongoing projConference and PhD Seminar, both logistical and acaects, for example, books or comparative research projects.
demic. There will also be forward planning for 2016 and
Think about coming a day early or staying over, or use a
2018 events, plus our 25th Anniversary, and I thank those
free night for a meeting.
centres that submitted expressions of interest for future
The call for our second PhD Seminar is another imconferences in response to our call earlier this year. If your
portant step for ISTR. The success of the seminar in Siena
centre or university has an interest in hosting a conferhas spurred us to seek to institutionalize this event in our
ence, whether regional or international, please do contact
academic calendar. The Faculty will soon be in place and
me to begin discussions so we can work together to build
will work to ensure a strong program for successful applithe necessary capacity. There will be much to consider at
cants. Feedback from students was that the seminar did
this executive meeting and bring to the full board meetprovide an opportunity to receive extensive intellectual and
ing in Seoul, and developments will be shared with memmethodological advice on their doctoral research. Faculty
bers in subsequent columns.
members indicated they thoroughly enjoyed the experience

Dear ISTR Colleagues:

O
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Gabriel and Alberto will see you in Santiago; and there will
be quite a crowd of us in Seoul.
Best wishes,

So it is time to think forward to 2014 and encourage
yourself and members of your networks to submit abstracts
to ensure a vibrant 2014 International Conference. It is also
time to enjoy upcoming 2013 events and deliver on those
regional conference abstracts that seemed like good ideas
late last year and may now be even greater ideas! Please do
make contact with board members at the regional conferences: Hagai and Jacob will be in Nairobi; Brenda, Naoto,

Wendy Earles
President
wendy.earles@jcu.edu.au

Member Insight

All the People

I

Roseanne Mirabella during the conference in Istanbul in
STR as an organization and its conferences are all about
2010. A colleague, Johan Hvenmark, and I had written a
the people. When thinking about all these wonderful
paper on nonprofit management education in Sweden. As one
people, engaged in civil society research around the world,
of the senior researchers in the field, Roseanne provided us
a number of them stand out, in particular in relation to
with constructive criticism during our paper
the three different ISTR conferences I have
presentation. She also invited us to participarticipated in.
pate in a panel at an American conference the
One such person is Wendy Earles. I
following year and offered us to write a chapmet her at my first ISTR conference in the
ter in a forthcoming anthology, among other
year of 2008. At the time, I was living in
things. Three years later, my colleague and
Nicaragua with my family in order to conI are still busy following up on all the leads
duct data collection for my PhD thesis. Travthat could be related to the ISTR conference
eling to the conference from Central Amerin Istanbul and that very first meeting with
ica to Europe, from Managua to Barcelona
the extraordinary Roseanne.
was an experience still vivid in my mind.
At the conference in Siena last year, I
Being a PhD student in business admet
with
Angela Eikenberry for the first
ministration – and at the time located in a
time. In addition to being instrumental for
foreign country – I had not been spoiled with
my being able to publish an article on the
people interested in engaging in lengthy
topic of hypocrisy in nonprofit organizations,
discussions related to civil society in general
that first meeting also initiated processes
or organizational development in particular.
of collaboration between our two universiThe conference, however, served as an oasis
Wendy Earles
ties. Plans are underway to have Swedish students carry out
and provided me with plenty of opportunities to learn, entheir practicum at the University of Nebraska at Omaha and
gage, and discuss with likeminded civil society researchers.
American faculty to teach classes at Ersta Sköndal University
Meeting Wendy Earles was an integral part of that
College. Angela is also planning to bring her wonderful famfirst encounter with ISTR. From the very start, she took the
ily for an extended stay in Sweden this summer.
time to introduce this junior member to ISTR, the people
When thinking about all the people that I have met as
involved in the organization and the conference. It was only
a result of ISTR, and Wendy, Roseanne, and Angela in parlong after that I came to realize that Wendy was not only
ticular, I realize that they have been critical to my developa senior member, but also to become the president of the
ment as a civil society researcher. There is also a progression,
organization.
from the first introduction to the world of civil society reAnother important relationship was established with
3

Member Insight
search in Barcelona in 2008 to the initiation of institutional
collaboration across continents in Siena in 2012; a progression that would not have been possible without ISTR.
I look forward to the next ISTR conference in Münster
in 2014 and meeting all the inspiring, old and new people
that will continue to promote my developments as a civil
society researcher and hopefully present new opportunities
to future relationships.
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ISTR and the Conference

F

ounded in 1992, the International
Society for Third-Sector Research
(ISTR) is universally recognized as the
international academic association of researchers engaged in the study of civil
society, the nonprofit sector, philanthropy, and related fields. The mission of the
society is to promote research and education in these fields. Society members are
drawn from many disciplines. Multi-disciplinary, inter-disciplinary and increasingly trans-disciplinary research efforts
abound.
Much work has been done over the past twenty years to
establish a responsive scientific community and an active intellectual commons internationally and regionally. The original third sector research has expanded to include important
research efforts on the social economy, social investment, and
social entrepreneurship and enterprise. A vital link in all this
has been the focus on civility and on understanding the role
of different actors in creating and sustaining civil society. In
these endeavors researchers and interested others have come
together around shared concerns for addressing societal issues. A major event on the Society’s agenda is the bi-annual
international conference. Ten conferences have so far been
held – in places as diverse as Pécs, Hungary; Mexico City;
Geneva; Dublin; Cape Town; Toronto; Bangkok; Barcelona;
Istanbul; and most recently Siena, each attracting an average
of 600 senior and junior academics from all over the world
as well as practitioners in the field and interested observers

from other academic disciplines, politics, public administration and the corporate world.
For the purposes of the ISTR International Conference,
the third sector is broadly defined, including, for example:
NGOs, non-profit organizations, voluntary associations, social economy organizations, community organizations, selfhelp and mutual organizations, civil society organizations,
foundations, philanthropy, and other manifestations of civil
society globally and locally, for example networks and social
forums, unions, religious organizations, co-operatives, and
volunteering.
ISTR’s Eleventh International Conference in Muenster, Germany, offers a unique opportunity for learning and
debate in an environment of rigor, reflexivity, authenticity
and creativity. Muenster, home to one of Germany’s most
prestigious state universities, will provide an excellent venue
to examine the role of third sector studies as an integrative
science with short term and long term objectives geared to4
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Special Note on Panel Submissions
A panel submission is a proposal for a coordinated set of papers (usually 3 or 4 in number) all dealing with a particular
topic or issue. Please note that panel proposals require an
abstract identifying and justifying the theme of the panel as
well as a full abstract for each panel paper. Panel proposals
that do not include full abstracts and author information for
each paper will not be considered. The person submitting
the panel proposal must be willing to act as the panel coordinator and ensure that all proposed paper presenters commit
to attending the conference.
Please note that papers which are part of a submitted
panel cannot be submitted separately as an individual submission. If the abstract is submitted twice by the same author it will be rejected.

wards understanding and addressing societal concerns using
a range of methodologies, designs and methods.
General Information
Paper, poster, and panel proposals are invited in response to
the overall conference themes as they relate to the many, diverse and interconnected theme areas that are characteristic
of much third sector research.
ISTR is keen to encourage contributions from all countries and disciplines, as well as contributions from practitioners carrying out research in and with the sector.
Comparative papers and panels covering more than one
country will be particularly welcome.
Forms of Participation: Papers, Panels, and Posters
Contributions may take the form of a paper, a panel, or a
poster. Please indicate your choice of presentation when you
submit your abstract.

Special Note on Posters and Poster Abstracts
A poster proposal is an alternative to presenting a full research paper. New researchers in particular are invited to
share work-in-progress by means of a poster if they wish.
This is an opportunity to display a poster about completed
and/or ongoing research. Posters will be displayed throughout the conference and a designated session will be scheduled
in which participants can meet with authors to discuss their
work. Full instructions on poster formats will be provided to
those accepted for presentation.

Abstract Submissions
To be considered for review, an abstract must include:
• A working title that clearly identifies the conference
theme being addressed.
• A statement of the empirical or theoretical concern.
• A short summary locating the concern within a wider
literature.
• A concise account of the empirical or theoretical
methodological approach.
• The main arguments of the paper and an indication of
the supporting evidence.
• A statement of the main conclusions and their relevance
to an international audience.

Review of Submissions
All submissions satisfying the basic requirements (paper,
panel, or poster) will be subject to a blind review by at least
two independent reviewers who will not have knowledge of
the name of the author or of other reviewers. Only submissions of sufficient academic quality and that are relevant to
the conference themes will be accepted for the Conference.

The abstract should be approximately 600 words in length,
but no less than 500 or more than 800 words.
Abstracts not meeting these requirements will be declined by the ISTR Conference Committee.
Please note that while abstracts can be submitted in
English, French or Spanish, the language of the conference
in English and presentations are to be conducted in English.

Required Registration by March 31, 2014
Authors will be advised by the end of January 2014 whether
their abstract has been accepted. All authors (including all
panelists) are required to confirm their participation in the
conference by March 31, 2014.
ALL AUTHORS MUST REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE BY March 31, 2014, TO HAVE THEIR
PRESENTATION SCHEDULED IN THE CONFERENCE PROGRAM.

Submissions for Panels, Papers and Posters
All panel, papers and poster proposals for the Conference
must be submitted using ISTR’s online submission service.
To submit your paper or poster abstract using this service, go to the ISTR website – www.istr.org/Muenster - and
follow the link for ‘Submit a Proposal.’
5
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The completed paper must be submitted to the online
system by July 1, 2014, to allow adequate time for moderators to read the paper.

Authors can submit their papers to be reviewed for selection for publication in the ISTR Conference Working Papers Series
to be published after the conference on the ISTR website.

Post-Conference Publication and Working Paper
Opportunities
Following the conference, authors are invited to revise their
papers in the light of conference feedback with an eye to an
appropriate submission to Voluntas, the peer-reviewed official
journal of ISTR, or any other journals in the field. Publication decisions are the sole discretion of such journals and
ISTR does not participate in the editorial decisions on such
submissions.

Questions?
Any questions on abstract submissions for papers, panels,
and posters, and any other aspect of the ISTR 11th International Conference should be directed to ISTR at
E-mail:
ISTR_Secretariat@jhu.edu
Telephone:
1-410-516-4678
Fax: 		
1-410-516-4870

PhD S

The deadline for abstract submissions is October 25, 2013.

e m i n a r

ISTR PhD Seminar
Muenster, Germany, July 20-22, 2014
University of Muenster
Call for Applications
STR is pleased to announce the second ISTR
PhD Seminar preceding the 11th International Conference in Muenster, Germany in July
2014. The ISTR PhD Seminar is a recurring
event that takes place bi-annually in conjunction
with the international conference.
The ISTR PhD Seminar is open to all
doctoral students in the field of third sector and
civil society research, across the different regions
in the world, and at all stages of their doctoral
research. The aim of the workshop is to provide
doctoral students with the opportunity to receive extensive intellectual and methodological
advice on their doctoral research, to introduce them to main
theories and developments in the field, to reflect upon publication and career strategies, and to provide a unique opportunity to network with junior and senior scholars within the
international ISTR research community.
More specifically, the seminar will consist of both plenary sessions with presentations by leading scholars in the
field, and parallel group sessions in which the participants
have the opportunity to present and discuss their doctoral

I

research with peers, junior and senior faculty. Participants
will be grouped thematically, but the group composition
will be heterogeneous in terms of concrete research topics,
disciplinary background, research stage, method, and regional affiliation.
The seminar is limited to a group of (up to) 50 doctoral students. Applicants must be members of ISTR and
register and attend the conference. The ISTR PhD Seminar
will start with an afternoon session followed by an informal
6
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dinner on Sunday afternoon,
July 20, 2014. Plenary and
group sessions will take
place on Monday, July 21
and Tuesday, July 22 (in the
morning). Participants are
expected to arrive on Sunday. ISTR will cover two
nights of accommodation
(Sunday July 20 and Monday July 21) as well as coffee
breaks and meals during the
Seminar. Travel costs will
not be refunded. In addition, ISTR will offer conference registration subsidies.
Applicants for discounted
registration conference fees
should go directly to ISTR.
Efforts are under way to secure travel subsidies. Please
check back for updates.
Eligibility and selection criteria
To be eligible for participation, possible applicants should
consider the following criteria:
• To be enrolled as a doctoral student [all stages of the
doctoral research are allowed]
• Working in the field of third sector and civil society
research [all academic disciplines are invited]
• To be a member of ISTR and register and attend the
2014 conference
• To be able to participate in the PhD Seminar from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday around noon
• Be prepared to present and discuss their doctoral work
with peers and faculty, and to participate in an active and
constructive way in group discussions

• Institutional affiliation and name(s) of the supervisor(s)
• Working title of PhD project and formal start/end dates
• Indication of the stage of your research
• Abstract of PhD research (min. 500 – max. 800 words)
The abstract must include research questions, theoretical
framework, methods, and results if already applicable
• A brief description (100-150 words) of your motivation
to participate in the ISTR PhD Seminar
• Questions you would like to be discussed at the seminar
• Keywords
ISTR will consider all applications that meet the eligibility
criteria. In line with ISTR’s mission to build a global community of scholars and subscribe to the values of diversity
and pluralism, participants in the ISTR PhD Seminar will
be representative in terms of gender and region, as well as
disciplines and stages in the PhD process.
For further inquiries, please contact the ISTR Secretariat (istr@jhu.edu).

Application process
Interested students should send their application directly to email: istr@jhu.edu c/o ISTR PhD Seminar
2014 by September 30, 2013.
All applications must include the following information:
• Full name and gender
• Contact details (including e-mail and phone number)
• Disciplinary background

Selected applicants will be notified by November 5, 2013.
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The Foundation Center Focuses of Global
Philanthropic Data

D
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in the simple words of Leffingwell, who told his Congressional skeptics: “We think that the foundation should have
glass pockets.”
During its formative years, the Foundation Center
would have staff visit the Internal Revenue Services’ offices

By Jeff Falkenstein. Vice President of Data Architecture at the
Foundation Center

E

stablished in 1956, the Foundation
Center is the leading source of information about philanthropy worldwide.
Through data, analysis, and training, it
connects people who want to change the
world to the resources they need to succeed. The Center maintains the most comprehensive database on U.S. and, increasingly, global grantmakers and their grants
— a robust, accessible knowledge bank for
the sector. The Center holds data on over
120,000 foundations worldwide, tracking
millions of grants annually made to hundreds of thousands of nonprofits around
the world. It also operates research, education, and training programs designed
to advance knowledge of philanthropy at
every level. Thousands of people visit the
Center’s web site each day and are served
in its five regional library/learning centers
and its network of 470 funding information centers located in public libraries,
community foundations, and educational institutions nationwide and around the world. So how did the Center get
where it is today?
“So far as there is a justification -- and I am sure there
is -- for the existence of these institutions, it is that they serve the
public good. If they are not willing to tell what they do to serve the
public good, then as far as I am concerned, they ought to be closed
down.” This statement -- the kind that would strike fear into
the hearts of many nonprofit leaders -- did not come from
the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy, or an
overly zealous government agency. Rather, those words were
uttered in 1952 by a United States Republican banker who
was also chair of the Carnegie Corporation board, Russell
Leffingwell, during his testimony before the Cox Commission, convened to investigate US foundations for alleged support for “un-American activities.”
It was out of the Cox hearings and the Reece Commission that followed that the Foundation Center was born
in 1956 as a “strategic gathering place for knowledge about
foundations.” The vision of our founders can be summed up

and hand copy foundation tax forms, because they were not
allowed to make copies or take photographs of such documents at the time, and make information on foundations
available to the general public. Over the years, this transparency of data became of most interest to nonprofits and individuals seeking grants, because the information contained in
the Center’s directories contained information that could be
of most use to attempt to identify potential funding sources,
those data became directories, which later turned into CDROMs and online databases.
Entering a new phase in its evolution, over the past
five years the Center has turned from its US-centric focus
and is now working globally, forging partnership to improve
philanthropic data around the world. In 2010, for example,
the China Foundation Center was established in Beijing.
Working with the Foundation Center, in less than two years
the CFC has collected, and made publicly available, data on
more than 2,000 Chinese foundations. Another example of
the Center’s international outreach include working with
partner organizations in Mexico to create a Spanish-language
8
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ners and funders, and fill a key gap in the effort to meet the
global WASH challenges.’
In a little more than a year from the launch of WASHfunders.org, its early success has spawned initiatives from
other donors and membership organization to work with
the Center to develop half a dozen new knowledge portals,
on topics such as media, sustainable arts organizations and
funding for black male achievement. Foundations are quickly discovering that knowledge tools such as WASHfunders.
org allow them to be more strategic, enabling them to make
data-driven decisions and share peer-to-peer insights much
more effectively.
Collecting data on philanthropy around the world is no
small challenge. To solve global problems, foundations need
global data. While individual foundations may share some of
this information through annual reports, websites and other
means, it is impossible to understand the net impact of the
work of foundations without engaging in systematic efforts
to collect data across foundations in general. The need for
this kind of systematic data on foundation activities has become increasingly salient to associations of foundations that
seek to develop services to meet their members’ needs. Consistent collection methodologies, consistent taxonomies, and
unified definitions are critical to this work.
There are more than 100 associations of foundations
around the world, most of them organized on a national or
regional basis. Most have been around for less than 15 years
and are still discovering the best ways to serve their members. Almost all are engaged in collecting member data on
a regular basis, sometimes annually, sometimes less often.
What are they collecting data on? Are they asking the same
types of question? Can we learn anything about the work of
philanthropy worldwide by merging the data collected across
associations?
The Foundation Center continues to look to work
alongside new global partners with the goal of creating better philanthropic data to create better knowledge on the
global philanthropic sector.
To learn more, contact Jeff at JAF@foundationcenter.org.

nonprofit funding transparency website called Fondos a la
Vista. The Center has also established strong partnerships
with organizations such as CEMEFI, GIFE, Arab Foundations Forum, African Grantmakers Network, European
Foundation Center, and WINGS, to name a few, as well as
with global development actors such as the OECD, UNDP
and Development Gateway.
Through these partnerships, the Center has been able
to develop data-driven knowledge tools that are starting to
transform the way foundations and others work. In October
2011, with support from the Hilton Foundation, the Foundation Center launched WASHfunders.org, a custom web
portal that serves as a hub of information and resources for
funders working around the world to improve water access,
sanitation and hygiene - commonly referred to as ‘WASH’.
The site brings together and organizes data from diverse
sources, including foundations, the World Bank and the
OECD, so the community of funders can more effectively,
and collectively, meet this urgent global challenge.
Through WASHfunders.org, foundations have free and
unrestricted access to a broad set of data-rich resources including:
• a mapping tool that enables users to interact with data
on international aid flows, foundation funding, and key
development indicators;
• profiles documenting the WASH strategies of leading
foundations;
• case studies that illustrate the successes and challenges
of WASH projects around the world;
• tools and resources for assessing project outcomes; and
• a searchable archive of research reports recommended
by sector leaders.
Steven Hilton, president and CEO of the Conrad N
Hilton Foundation, a leading funder of water issues, expects
WASHfunders.org to ‘play a vital role in promoting effectiveness, increasing collaboration, and facilitating decision
making within the donor community. [It] will help bring
more visibility to the global water crisis, attract new part-
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Conference Report: JANPORA’s 15th
Annual Conference
March 16-17, 2013
Toyo University, Tokyo, Japan

T

he annual conference of the Japan NPO Research
Association (JANPORA) for the year 2013 was
unique as we organized a variety of challenging and
stimulating papers and panels, and had distinguished
international speakers for the plenary session. Almost
400 scholars, practitioners, young researchers and
graduate students attended the conference in Tokyo,
and joined intensive and powerful academic and intellectual interactions.
The program included 47 papers and 24 panels. All
papers and panels were organized into 39 sessions by theme
track, which covered a wide range of topics, such as social
enterprise, social welfare, advocacy, human resources, local
development, nonprofit finance, social capital, civic engagement, charitable giving, volunteering, governance, fundraising, legal system, public policy, corporate social responsibility and so on. In exploring the resilience and transformation
of Japanese civil society in the wake of the massive natural
disaster in the country, the conference paid particular attention to how our civil society had coped with nationwide
difficult situations. Also, it was a valuable opportunity for
the conference participants to discuss how civic society organizations (CSOs) and private philanthropy could play a
role in addressing challenges in order to maintain and foster social stability and cohesion in the time of crisis. The
conference also provided stimulating sessions in the heat of
debate among which government-nonprofit relations and
policymaking were discussed with Diet members from each
political party. It was a good time to raise such issues, along
with a change in administration and subsequent policy shift.
Association and solidarity in the civil society arena
and across multi-layered CSOs are considered as a key value
to think about the societal roles and functions of civil society organizations. Driven by such interest and motivation,
the conference plenary session, titled “Pluralistic Economy
and Civil Society: Tapping Potentiality of Social Enterprise,
Social Economy, and Solidarity Economy” was held with
high-profile speakers. The plenary session opened with a
keynote speech by Dr. Marthe Nyssens, Professor of Université Catholique de Louvain, and a founding member of
the EMES. Having focused on conceptual approaches to the
third sector through her research work, as well as the link

between the sector and public policies, Dr. Nyssens delivered
the theoretical and empirical foundation of social enterprise,
social and solidarity economy with her impressive and critical observation. Approaches to socio-economic logics for the
sector were introduced, and a number of topics of interest to
be discussed were subsequently suggested. It was fascinating
that Dr. Nyssens posed questions of how to deal with the
current state of Japanese civil society which has a wide range
of NPOs and CSOs with their own unique history.
The keynote speech was followed by great speakers, Dr.
Kim Jong Gul, Professor of Hanyang University from Korea, Professor Kenichi Kitajima of Rikkyo University from
Japan, and Professor Koichi Hiraoka of Ochanomizu University from Japan. Each of the speakers offered thought-provoking perspectives in their own countries as well as creative
insights on future development and challenges that social
economy and social enterprises might have in terms of cultural, geographical, and socio-economic contexts.
The conference was also impressive since the participants enjoyed an evening reception at the conference venue
with a gorgeous live quartet performance of classical music.
An award ceremony for outstanding books and articles was
held prior to the reception, and all the award recipients were
recognized with applause. It was a wonderful opportunity
to meet friends and make new ones, as well as share their
academic interests and updates of research.
The next annual conference will be held on March
15-16, 2014 at Kansai University in Osaka. Details will be
posted on JANPORA website in later this year. Japan NPO
Research Association (JANPORA) http://www.osipp.osaka-u.ac.jp/janpora/
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Ninth Regional Conference for Latin
America and the Caribbean Network

2nd ISTR Africa Regional Network
Conference

The conference will be held in Santiago de Chile from 28 to 30
August 2013 at the Santiago Campus of the Universidad de Los
Lagos.

W

T

e are very pleased to announce that former Chilean President Ricardo Lagos will
deliver the keynote address. President Lagos is a lawyer, economist
and social democrat politician,
who served as president of Chile
from 2000 to 2006. Since May
2007 he has served as a Special
Envoy on Climate Change for the
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. He teaches
political and economic development at Brown University in
the United States.
After leaving the presidency, President Lagos founded the
Democracy and Development Foundation (www.fdd.cl) and is
the current Chair. The main objective of the Foundation is to
promote sustainable economic growth based on equity and social justice and stronger mechanisms of citizen participation.
Registration for the conference is now open and information is available on the conference blog http://istrchile2013.blogspot.com/. A registration form is available
at the blog and can be sent to istr@lasociedeadcivil.org .
Registration is available online www.istr.org/LAC2013

he Conference titled, “Faith, Civil Society and Development in Africa,” will be held July 11-13, 2013 at the
KIVI Milimani Hotel in Nairobi, Kenya. Religious institutions are key structural components of civil society. The
historical and future development of modern Africa is intimately tied to the forces of belief and religion with some of
the most prominent manifestations of civil society on the
African continent being Faith Based Organsation (FBOs).
Despite increasing recognition – for good or ill – faith has
not been accorded adequate attention. The ISTR Africa Regional Network Conference will examine manifestations of
faith and its influence to civil society, governance and development on the continent.
Rev. Dr. Timothy Murere Njoya will deliver the keynote address at the Africa Regional Meeting on July 12 at
2:00 pm. Rev. Njoya has been very active in challenging
state autocracy in Kenya. From the pulpit to the streets
where he has joined like-minded Kenyans in peaceful
demonstration, Rev. Njoya has constantly demanded freedom from the political dictatorship in Kenya. In his efforts
to create a culture of freedom, justice and equality in Kenya,
Rev. Njoya has had to take on not only the monolith that is
the state in Kenya, but also the church, from where he has
been variously disowned at critical moments. However, his
struggles with the church have also served to strengthen its
vision on human rights with the mainstream churches now
emerging into a more coalesced and vocal mouthpiece for
human rights.
In addition to the keynote, there will be over 30 papers
and two panel discussions, one from the researchers from the
University of Nairobi Department of Philosophy and Religious
Studies and one from the Institute for Development Studies.
Details regarding registration, accommodations, etc.
can be found at www.istr.org/Africa. Please contact Dineo
Seabe: dineoseabe@gmail.com or Wilkister Oluoch: wilkister.oluoch@acordinternational.org

8th Asia Pacific Regional Conference
Nonprofit Law, Policy, and Practice:
Evolution and Evaluation
The conference will be held in Seoul, Korea on 24-26 October 2013

W

e are very pleased to announce that Professors Karla
Simon and Leon Irish will present the keynote paper at
the Eighth ISTR Asia Pacific Regional Conference on the ‘Reforms in the Legal Framework for Civil Society in East Asia—
Are the Controls Being Loosened in a Meaningful Way?’
Karla W. Simon is Professor of Law at the Columbus
School of Law, Catholic University of America. Simon’s
scholarly interests include comparative civil society law, with
focus principally on China. Leon Iris is Visiting Professor
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monthly IJCSL-Newsletter, which is highly acclaimed as a
first-rate provider of up-to-date information on civil society
around the world.
Registration will begin at the end of June (through the
ISTR website) as soon as the review outcomes are notified.
Please check the website www.istr.org for conference details.

of Law at the Columbus School of Law Catholic University
of America. His scholarly interests include comparative not
for profit law and international human rights. They are
the founders of the International Center for Civil Society
Law (www.iccsl.org) and publish ICCSL’s scholarly journal,
The International Journal of Civil Society Law (IJCSL) and the
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Centre Director Appointed to ACNC Advisory Board
Professor Myles McGregor-Lowndes, Director of the Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit
Studies (ACPNS) at Queensland University of Technology (QUT), in Brisbane, has been appointed to the
new Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) Advisory Board to provide expert advice
to the federal government on the nonprofit sector.
Myles’s three-year appointment was announced in February by the Assistant Federal Treasurer, David Bradbury.
A key part of the ACNC’s function is to help reduce the regulatory burden on the Australian
nonprofit sector. In addition, the ACNC is working with states and territories to harmonise regulatory
requirements for charities registered under state and territory laws.
As a part of the advisory board, Myles will particularly focus on the needs of charities and the
community and make recommendations regarding effective regulation of charities and nonprofit entities.
Mirabella Receives Public Service Award
Roseanne Mirabella, Ph.D., a professor in the Department of Political Science and Public Affairs at Seton
Hall University, was the recipient of the Justice William J. Brennan Award for Public Service at the Unified
Vailisburg Services Organization’s Vailsburg Day Awards Banquet on Saturday, April 20, 2013. The award
is named for the US Supreme Court Justice, raised in the Vailsburg section of Newark, and is presented to
an individuals whose life-long work in public service has helped improve the Vailsburg neighborhood. The
award was presented by the immediate past recipient, the Honorable Thomas P. Giblin, Assemblyman,
to Dr. Mirabella “for enduring contributions to the Vailisburg community as a UVSO founder and Seton
Hall University teacher and collaborator, for guiding countless interns and volunteers in projects to address
neighborhood problems and enrich the quality of city life, and for inspiring your students and colleagues
alike through your lifelong commitment to service we chose in this way to thank you.”
Steven Rathgeb Smith Named Executive Director of the American Political Science Association
Professor Steven Rathgeb Smith will take over as the next executive director of ASPA on September 1, 2013.
Professor Smith most recently served as the Louis A. Bantle Chair in Public Administration at the
Maxwell School of Syracuse University and is renowned for his research and publications on nonprofit
organizations, public management, and social policy. He was a long-time faculty member of the Evans
School of Public Affairs at the University of Washington where he was the Nancy Bell Evans Professor of
Public Affairs and the founding director of the Nancy Bell Evans Center on Nonprofits and Philanthropy
at the Evans School. He has also taught at American University, Duke University, Georgetown University, and Washington University at St. Louis.
We are very pleased to note that Steve is a current member of the board of directors of ISTR and a
member of the senior editorial committee of Voluntas.
12
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ability, no real barriers to entry, and a stunning lack of evidence of effectiveness. In With Charity for All, Ken Stern reveals a problem hidden in plain sight and prescribes a whole
new way for Americans to make a difference.
Each year, two thirds of American households donate
to charities, with charitable revenues exceeding one trillion
dollars. Yet while the mutual fund industry employs more
than 150,000 people to rate and evaluate for-profit companies, nothing remotely comparable exists to monitor the nonprofit world. Instead, each individual is on his or her own,
writing checks for a cause and going on faith. Ken Stern,
former head of NPR and a long-time nonprofit executive,
set out to investigate the vast world of U.S. charities and discovered a sector hobbled by deep structural flaws. Unlike
private corporations that respond to market signals and go
out of business when they fail, nonprofit organizations have
a very low barrier to entry (the IRS approves 99.5 percent
of applications) and once established rarely die. From water
charities aimed at improving life in Africa to drug education
programs run by police officers in thousands of U.S. schools,
and including American charitable icons such as the Red
Cross, Stern tells devastating stories of organizations that
raise and spend millions of dollars without ever cracking the
problems they set out to solve.
But he also discovered some good news: a growing
movement toward accountability and effectiveness in the nonprofit world. With Charity for All is driven in its early pages by
the plight of millions of Americans donating to good causes
to no good end, and in its last chapters by an inspiring prescription for individual giving and widespread reform.

Citizenship and Governance in a
Changing City: Somerville, MA. By
Susan A. Ostrander. Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania: Temple University Press, 2013. 190 pages. Cost:
Hardcover US $79.50, Paperback
and E-Book US $26.95. To order:
www.temple.edu/tempress
Overcoming a past of deteriorating homes, empty storefronts,
and corrupt city administrations,
Somerville, Massachusetts, just outside
of Boston, today proudly defines itself as a longtime immigrant city, a historically blue collar town, and a hip new
urban center with a progressive city government.
In Citizenship and Governance in a Changing City, Susan Ostrander shows how beneath current high levels of engagement by Somerville residents lies a struggle about who
should be the city’s elected leaders and how they should conduct the city’s affairs. It is a struggle waged between diverse
residents—relatively new immigrants and a new middle
class—trying to gain a foothold in democratic participation,
and the city’s political “old guard.”
Citizenship and Governance in a Changing City informs
current debates about the place of immigrants in civic and
political life, and the role of voluntary associations in local
politics and government. In the process, Ostrander provides
useful lessons for many midsize urban communities.

With Charity for All: Why
Charities are Failing and a
Better Way to Give. By Ken
Stern. New York, NY: Doubleday, 2013. 272 pages.
Cost: Hardcover US $26.95,
eBook: US 13.99. http://
knopfdoubleday.com/imprint/doubleday/

Global Fundraising: How the
World is Changing the Rules
of Philanthropy. By Penelope
Cagney and Bernard Ross.
Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley &
Sons, 2013. 416 pages. Cost:
US $60.00. To order: www.
wiley.com

Vast and largely unexamined, the world of American
charities accounts for fully
10 percent of economic activity in this country, yet
operates with little account-

A practical guide to the challenges and successes of global
fundraising, Global Fundraising offers a global overview
of philanthropy with an internationalist perspective.
13
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As the world becomes more interdependent, and economies struggle, global philanthropy continues to increase.
More than that, nonprofits are taking up roles that have
traditionally been filled by the government—including social welfare, healthcare, and human rights. Global Fundraising provides complete coverage of the implications of this
growth for nonprofit culture and how it drives changes in
fundraising practices.
• Organized into thematic chapters—a mixture of
geographic and topical issues—it places North American philanthropy in a wider context
• It features a companion website with a variety of
online tools and materials
• The book includes contributions by international
leading experts Matt Ide, Mair Bosworth, Usha Menon, Anup Tiwari, Paula Guillet de Monthoux, Angela Cluff, Norma Galafassi, Mike Muchilwa, Tariq
Cheema, Lu Bo and Nan Fang, Masataka Uo, Chris
Carnie, Sean Triner, Andrea McManus, Marcelo Inniarra, Ashley Baldwin, Rebecca Mauger, YoungWoo
Choi, R.F. Shangraw, Jr., Sudeshna Mukherjee, and
Anca Zaharia.
The book skillfully tracks how the world of fundraising is changing rapidly due to a number of factors including: continuing growth of great wealth; non-profit innovation emerging everywhere; growth of indigenous NGOs;
increased professionalism in fundraising; and the value and
role of new and social technologies.
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Accountable Handbook FCRA 2010: Theory and Practice. Second
Edition. By Sanjay Agarwal. New Delhi, India: AccountAid
India, 2012. 395 pages. To order: info@accountaid.net
Foreign
Contribution
Regulation Act 2010 is
the third generation of a
unique Indian law that
regulates flow of foreign
charity. This version
is more powerful than
ever before. It is critical that donor agencies,
corporate foundations
and NGOs understand
this law properly in
order to continue their
work. This new and
enlarged edition of
the Accountable Handbook of FCRA
(2002) has been rewritten and revised. It does three things
at the same time:
• Explains the history and rationale of the law
• Uncovers legal intricacies
• Provides detailed guidance on compliance and
record-keeping.

u b l i c a t i o n s

Philanthropic Freedom: A Pilot Study

velopment, there has been limited work on private giving
and even less on the state of philanthropic freedom around
the world. The study fills a major gap in development policy
and philanthropic research by surveying barriers and incentives to philanthropic giving in three main areas: the
ease of registering and operating civil society organizations (CSOs); domestic tax policies for individual and
corporate deductions, credits, and exemptions; and the
ease of sending and receiving cash and in-kind goods
across borders.
Home-grown philanthropy and civil society are
the best drivers of prosperity and healthy democracies
across the globe. Moreover, local community foundations are
one of the fastest growing types of philanthropy, practically

H

udson Institute’s Center for Global Prosperity (CGP)
is pleased to announce the publication of Philanthropic
Freedom: A Pilot Study, the first time that the ease of
giving has been fully measured and compared across
13 countries. The pilot study and each of the detailed
country reports can be downloaded for free from www.
Hudson.org/PhilanthropicFreedom.
This new research follows on our groundbreaking work measuring private financial flows to developing countries, including philanthropy and remittances. Despite the growth in international philanthropy
and the dominant role it now plays in global relief and de14
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Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda and more
• The state of the internet
• Threats to writers, journalists and trade unionists in Latin
America
• Civil society successes in Brazil, Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan,
India and more
• Traditional governance in the Pacific

doubling in the last 10 years. Now is the time to help this
growth by solidifying a conducive culture for philanthropy.
This study shows how to measure a country’s philanthropic environment and what concrete policies encourage or
restrict it. The research comes at an opportune time as new
governments throughout the world strive to work positively
with civil society. We hope the best practices of countries
with strong civil societies, through their traditions and public policies, can provide the roadmap to grow philanthropy
and generosity across the globe.

The UK Civil Society Almanac 2013

A

The State of Civil Society 2013 Report

ll data can be accessed on the Almanac website at http://
data.ncvo-vol.org.uk/
Karl’s overview of the main trends http://ncvo.org/18tdgyx and David Kane’s blog on the launch of the Almanac
http://ncvo.org/104w7uT.
Thanks must go to a range of different people and
organisations who’ve helped to produce the Almanac - but
particularly to TSRC, who we partner with on the data collection.
If you have any questions or feedback on the Almanac
then don’t hesitate to get in touch - we’re always looking to
improve it. Contact: David Kane, Senior Research Officer,
National Council for Voluntary Organisations david.kane@
ncvo-vol.org.uk

Insight from over 50 civil society experts from around
the world.

A

midst the challenges facing civil society, the CIVICUS
State of Civil Society 2013 report highlights good practices around the world and challenges on the horizon for citizens and civil society around the world.
>> Download the 2013 Report now <<
View the full report to read about:
• Rising fundamentalism threatening women’s and LGBTI
rights movements
• Challenges to democracy in Africa, with case studies from

“Inside ISTR” is published by the International Society for
Third-Sector Research (ISTR). Please submit materials/
information for publication to the ISTR Secretariat:
International Society for
Third-Sector Research (ISTR)
578 Wyman Park Building
3400 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218-2688 USA
Telephone: 410.516.4678 FAX: 410.516.4870
http://www.istr.org
Margery B. Daniels, Executive Director
e-mail: istr@jhu.edu
Robin Wehrlin, Administrative Coordinator
e-mail: rwehrlin@jhu.edu
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Leading the Field: Innovation in Curriculum,
Programming, and Institution Building

The 2014-2015 Fulbright U.S. Scholar
Program

July 10-12, 2013
DePaul University, Chicago, IL

T

he Fulbright Scholar Program offers teaching, research
or combination teaching/research awards in over 125
countries for the 2014-2015 academic year. Opportunities
are available for college and university faculty and administrators as well as for professionals, artists, journalists, scientists, lawyers, independent scholars and many others.
This year, there are over 80 awards available in the
field of Business Administration. Moreover, All Discipline
awards offered in all regions of the world welcome teaching
and/or research proposals in any area of study, including interdisciplinary projects. American faculty and professionals
in business development, entrepreneurship, non-profit management, and other specializations are in high demand to
bring their expertise to campuses worldwide as Fulbright
Scholars. In Austria, applications are sought for the Fulbright-Kathryn and Craig Hall Distinguished Chair for
Entrepreneurship in Central Europe at Vienna University.
Business administration is highly sought after in the Middle
East, with special opportunities in Egypt, Jordan, Bahrain
and Oman. In El Salvador and Haiti, business development
expertise is highly sought after. These are only a fraction
of the many opportunities offered by the Fulbright Scholar
Program for 2014-15. Learn more by visiting the Catalog of
Awards.
In order to meet the changing needs of academia and
develop new options to better accommodate the interests
and commitments of today’s scholars, the program has introduced several innovations to the 2014-2015 program,
including: Fulbright Flex Awards, Fulbright Postdoctoral/Early Career Awards, Salary Stipend Supplements, and
Teaching English as a Foreign Language Awards.
The application deadline for most awards is August 1,
2013. U.S. citizenship is required. For other eligibility requirements and detailed award descriptions visit our website
at http://www.cies.org/us_scholars/us_awards/ or contact us
at scholars@iie.org.

T

he 2013 Nonprofit Academic Centers Council (NACC)
Conference will be held July 10-12, in Chicago, Illinois. Patrick Murphy and DePaul University are serving as
host of the event. We are very excited about this event and
are looking forward to convening with our colleagues this
summer to advance the field of nonprofit management education, philanthropic studies, volunteerism and social entrepreneurship/enterprise.
We look forward to stirring presentations and interesting
discussions that include a variety of topics, including:
• The Future of & Support for Nonprofit Education
• The Motivations of Nonprofit Management Graduate
Students: Evidence from a Multi-school Survey
• Developing a Curriculum in Undergraduate Philanthropic & Nonprofit Studies
• Successful Retention of At-risk Students
• Conducting a Distance Learning Course for Students
in China
• Integrating Research in a Practitioner-oriented Curriculum
• Educational Effectiveness, Standardization, and Assessment through Multi-campus Collaboration
• Making the Case, Making the MOOC
• Evaluating Social Mission-related Outcomes: A Paradigm for Undergraduate & Graduate Students and their
Instructors
• And much more…
Register
More information and registration may be found on the
NACC Conference Website: http://nonprofit-academic-centers-council.org/2013_conference.html. New information is
posted as it is confirmed. (Please note: Payment of registration fees must be arranged by June 30, 2013.)
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