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November 20, 2018
Dear Members, Partners, and Friends,
As the only trade association dedicated to building acceptance and demand in North
America for globally-sourced wood products from sustainably-managed forests, the last year
has seen both strong industry growth coupled with unprecedented new risks. The IWPA
team works each day to advocate on behalf of our members and ensure that North
American importers, their suppliers, and industry partners have the resources and
information needed to navigate the current complex legal and regulatory environment.
In 2018 we undertook the following activities:
• Successfully teamed with industry allies to ensure that a lawsuit that challenged the
delayed implementation of the EPA formaldehyde regulation was resolved in a manner
that preserved existing inventories and worked for U.S. importers and manufacturers
that rely on globally-sourced composite wood products.
• Hosted a series of members-only webinars that covered topics such as Lacey Act
compliance, updates on the EPA Formaldehyde Emissions Standards for Composite
Wood Products regulation, trade enforcement under the U.S. Enforce and Protect Act,
Section 301 tariffs on wood products imported to the U.S. from China, and changes to
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the U.S. affecting wood products.
• Partnered with the U.S. Global Value Chain Coalition and Americans for Free Trade,
industry groups dedicated to educating policymakers and the public about how
internationally-sourced goods support U.S. consumers and manufacturers.
• Expanded the successful Wood Trade Compliance program to include Advanced
industry courses on Audits for the Wood Trade Professional and Key Components of
Wood and Forestry Regulatory Schemes.
• Provided brand exposure for members through the publication of International Wood
Magazine and Buyers Guide.
• Hosted receptions for our members and wood industry allies at IWF in Atlanta, Georgia
and NHLA in Toronto, Canada.
This next year, with over 80 new members of Congress and Democratic control over the
U.S. House of Representatives, means it is even more critical that your voice is heard.
Your continued support is critical as we expand our advocacy on behalf of the global wood
products value chain.
Sincerely,

Cindy L. Squires, Esq.
Executive Director

Who We Are
Vision
Envisioning a future where the world's
forests depend on a vibrant market for
sustainable wood and wood products.

Mission

Due Care Courses in San Ramon, California

To build acceptance and demand in
North America for globally sourced
wood products from sustainably
managed forests.

Core Values
•
•
•
•
•

Visionary Leadership
Social Responsibility &
Environmental Sustainability
High Ethical Standards
Service to Members
Lifelong Learning & Exchange of
Ideas
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Public Affairs
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IWPA is the voice of the globally-sourced wood
products industry with policy makers in national and
international venues.

Legislative Advocacy

Regulatory Advocacy

IWPA members traveled to Washington,
D.C. to engage policymakers at the 2018
Mid-Year Meeting and Washington Briefing
and at the U.S. Global Value Chain Fly-in.
In both instances, attendees met with
Members of Congress and staff to educate
them about the importance of globallysourced wood products to U.S.
manufacturing and consumers, how
unreasonable port delays lead to additional
costs for U.S. businesses, and the need for
clear guidance on compliance with the EPA
formaldehyde regulation’s import
certification requirement.

IWPA led a coalition of industries affected by the
Advocacy Lacey Act in submitting comments on
USDA-APHIS's proposed amendments to carry
declarations regulations. The comments focused
on aspects of the proposals that would have
unintended consequences for stakeholders such
as a new much more expansive definition of
importation and a time limit for filing the Lacey
declaration. IWPA was joined on the letter by the
American Association of Exporters and Importers,
the American Home Furnishings Alliance, the
Express Association of America, the National
Association of Music Merchants, the National
Retail Federation, and the Retail Industry Leaders
Association.

Global Advocacy

Director of Government and Public Affairs Joe O’Donnell participated in the CITIES Plants Committee and
Standing Committee meetings. IWPA continues to work with affected segments of the musical instrument
industry to advocate for a fix to the flawed Annotation #15 for the genus Dalbergia (rosewood). The Standing
Committee reached consensus on a fix that would greatly reduce the permitting burden on both industry and
stakeholders. This fix must now be ratified at the upcoming 18th CITES Conference of the Parties in
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Executive Director Cindy Squires participated in the 54th session of the International Tropical Timber Council
in Yokohama, Japan, which focused on the role of productive forests in mitigating climate change. Squires
presented during the Annual Market Discussion as a member of ITTO's Trade Advisory Group, discussing
how effective wood trade compliance training such as that offered by IWPA can support efforts to promote
the use of tropical timber products.

Administration Engagement

IWPA plays a key role as a liaison between the Trump administration and our industry. IWPA has educated
negotiators from the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative about the complex nature of supply chains for goods
containing wood inputs throughout negotiations that resulted in the U.S., Mexico, Canada Agreement (USMCA) to
modernize the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Executive Director Cindy Squires serves as Vice
Chair of the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Industry Trade Advisory Committee for Forest Products, Building
Materials, Construction, and Non-Ferrous Metals and as a member of the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative’s
Trade and Environment Policy Advisory Committee.
In collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Agency for International Development, in September
Executive Director Cindy Squires met with Peru's Forestry and Wildlife Service, SERFOR, in Portland, Oregon,
where she gave presentations on trends in the global market for wood products and best practices for organization
Boards of Directors.

The Wood Trade Compliance training program continues to be
highly beneficial to people who attend. The course is taught
with five priorities in mind:
•
•
•
•
•

Training employees who are experienced and new to Lacey compliance
Exposing compliance staff to global resources
Helping staff develop and refine standard operating procedures
Tailoring our approach to many different business models
Providing a forum for the exchange of ideas and expertise.

In partnership with the World Resources Institute (WRI), United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and the U.K.'s Department for International
Development (DFID), the Wood Trade Compliance program consists of:

As of September 2018, IWPA has had a total of 282 registrants attend the
additional Wood Trade Compliance Courses. In 2019, IWPA is scheduled
to hold more in person courses and will launch an eLearning portal to
bring additional content directly to your desktop.

IWPA will continue to partner with the U.S. Forest Service to provide
travel funding for U.S small to medium sized businesses participating in
the training courses. Please contact mary@iwpawood.org for more
assistance.

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

PARTNERSHIPS & OUTREACH

The International Wood Products Association values forming strategic partnerships
with our members, government agencies, NGOs, and other industry groups to
achieve our mission. Check out a selection of our other key partnerships &
outreach that IWPA formed or continued in 2018.

U.S. GLOBAL VALUE CHAIN COALITION
IWPA President Caroline McIlvain traveled to
Washington, D.C. to participate in the first U.S.
Global Value Chain Coalition Fly-in. McIlvain
teamed up with representatives from a number
of industries that source goods and materials
internationally to educate lawmakers and staff
about the U.S. jobs and economic growth
supported by their value chains.

IWPA is a founding member of Americans for Free
Trade, a coalition of more than 200 leading
companies and business groups that agree the tariffs
are counterproductive. Americans for Free Trade is
working closely with its sister group, Farmers for
Free Trade, in support of the Tariffs Hurt the
Heartland campaign. The groups are hosting events
across the country highlighting stories of U.S. farms
and businesses who have been negatively impacted
by increased trade protectionism.

At the National Wood Flooring Association’s 2018
Expo, Executive Director Cindy Squires
presented as part of two Regulations &
Compliance panels focusing on the Lacey Act
and Formaldehyde/VOCs.

IWPA joined the Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturers Association and the
National Association of Home Builders to file an amicus brief
opposing a lawsuit from the Sierra Club that sought to end EPA’s
delay of the Formaldehyde Emission Standards for Composite
Wood Products regulation and have it go into effect immediately.
The intervention was critical to securing a settlement that delayed
implementation until June 1, 2018, and allowed for CARB-reciprocity
until March 22, 2019.

IWPA has been a key player at industry events hosted by the Global Timber Forum.
Last November Executive Director Cindy Squires, who is Board Chair of the Global
Timber Forum, and then-IWPA President, JoAnn Gillebaard Keller of Holland Southwest
International, participated in the Latin America Summit in Lima, Peru, organized by GTF
and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Attendees discussed
competition and access to markets, impact of new and emerging regulations, regional
trade flow data, incentives for forest conservation, and efficient traceability systems and
independent forest monitoring.
In June, IWPA President Caroline McIlvain of J. Gibson McIlvain Company joined
Squires in Libreville, Gabon, for the first West & Central Africa Responsible Trade
Summit hosted by GTF. The summit brought together 80 representatives from ten
African countries as well as industry representatives from major timber consuming
regions such as the U.S. and EU to discuss shared challenges and opportunities for
responsible trade.

Want to volunteer? Let us know!
IWPA could not exist without the support of
our members, volunteer leaders, event
sponsors, and those who give up their time
and expertise to serve our committees and
task forces. Many IWPA members took an
active role in promoting the association this
year.

Thank you to our 2018
PAC Contributors:
John Andl
Caroline McIlvain Norm
Roberts
David Weed
Gregg Wilkinson

Executive Committee

Join an IWPA committee today!

Are you interested in getting involved in one of IWPA's policy
committees? Check out the committees and chairs below.
Email Joe O'Donnell at joe@iwpawood.org to sign up.

President
Caroline McIlvain
J. Gibson McIlvain Company
Vice President
Kenny MacMaster
Argo Fine Imports
Treasurer
Hugh Reitz
UCS Forest Group
Past President

JoAnn
Gillebaard
Keller
Cargo Handling
Formaldehyde
Holland Southwest International
Don MacMaster
Compliance
Travis Snapp
Due Care/Education
At-Large Member
Michael
Schultz
Hugh Reitz
Elizabeth
Baldwin
Government
Affairs/
Lenny Shibley
Political Action Committee Metropolitan Hardwood Floors
Convention
Cindy Newman
At-Large Member
David Weed
Lumber
Paul Gosnell
Flooring
Elizabeth Baldwin
Alan Futscher

Caroline McIlvain
Membership
Craig Forester
Bronson Newburger

Shawn Dougherty
Northwest Hardwoods

The IWPA Annual Convention is the
must-attend gathering for the globally
sourced wood products industry. Come
join over 300 importers, U.S.
manufacturers, exporters, wholesalers,
offshore suppliers and service
providers to get critical market insights
and business changing intelligence.

Enhance your registration with a sponsorship or table
top exhibit space
Register by January 7, 2019 Online at
wwww.iwpawood.org to receive the early bird rate.
Email mary@iwpawood.org for information on
sponsorship and other business development
opportunities at the 63rd Annual World of Wood
Convention.

As an attendee, you will experience
informative educational sessions,
networking events and fun activities.
Our convention will give you new ideas
for your business, provide important
market intelligence and include
opportunities to network with
colleagues from around the globe.

This year International Wood Magazine and
Buyers Guide celebrated its 15th consecutive
year as the resource for designers and
specifiers looking for information about cuttingedge projects that feature beautiful
internationally-sourced wood products. This
annual magazine connects over 20,000
designers, architects, specifiers, and
manufacturers. This year’s edition featured
Ten Globally-Sourced Species to Know, and
once again the Buyers Guide helps readers
contact IWPA members that specialize in the
products they are interested in sourcing.

