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As more cities, states and counties issue and revise emergency orders to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, the National Association of Manufacturers is working to help manufacturers 
nationwide assess and understand the implications of these orders and emphasize the essential  
 
The following resource is intended as a snapshot to help navigate this rapidly-changing 
environment. Please consult with regulators within the appropriate jurisdiction and your own 
stakeholders including legal counsel before making a determination on how to best proceed with 
your company’s operations. 
 

APRIL 7 UPDATE: 
 
With the critical support of the NAM’s state partners, states are beginning to understand 
the essential role manufacturers play in the coronavirus response effort. Key updates 
include orders in SC, SD and WV and extensions of orders in NY. 
 
Key state updates within the last 24 hours include: 
 

• On Monday, South Carolina issued a stay in place order that expands closures of “non-
essential” businesses to only allow for operation of “essential” businesses as defined by 
the federal CISA guidelines 

• Over the weekend, West Virginia imposed new restrictions in several counties requiring 
essential businesses to maximize remote work and empowering county health 
departments to develop new occupancy guidelines 

• On Monday, South Dakota Gov. Noem issued new statewide recommendations to stay 
in place, and requirements that vulnerable individuals in the Sioux City area do so unless 
they work in an essential business as defined by federal CISA guidelines 

• On Monday, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo extended the state’s stay in place guidance 
until April 29 

 
The NAM is advocating for states to at least adopt the federal CISA guidelines for 
essential businesses, specifically by incorporating by reference those guidelines in any 
executive order or similarly binding declaration. (This helps to strengthen the linkage 
between state and federal guidance from a legal perspective.) Please review individual state 
portions for more details about new orders and restrictions as well as added detail on 
how to seek an exemption in certain states.  
 
Other resources: 
 

• NEW: The last page here includes a chart of expiration dates on state orders as we 
currently understand them, subject to amendment by governors 

o NOTE: For states where only counties have acted, please refer to the state-
specific section for details 

• The NAM has created an example letter that employers can provide to employees 
helping to describe their essential role to others. 

• NEW: The NAM has prepared a document on the implications of foreign governments’ 
stay in place orders — including Canada and Mexico 

http://documents.nam.org/PA/COVID/Essential%20Employee%20Letter%20Template.docx
http://documents.nam.org/IEA/Global%20Critical%20Infrastructure%20Guidance.docx


 
 

• NEW: Join the NAM’s Creators Respond campaign to send custom messages to state 
lawmakers to tell them why manufacturing is essential 

• Manufacturers’ toolkit to show state and local officials how your business qualifies as 
essential (Click here to download this resource.) 

• Template letter to governors self-declaring or declaring a supplier as “essential” (Click 
here to download) 

• NAM current policy priorities for COVID-19 response  
 
Please email NAM Assistant Vice President, Advocacy Michael O’Brien for company-specific 
support to address disruptions caused by state and local guidance. 
 
External Resources: 
 

• MultiState tracker of state and local stay in place and mass gathering restrictions; 
MultiState has this additional rundown on essential operations of state and local stay in 
place and mass gathering restrictions; MultiState has this additional rundown on 
essential operations 

• Analysis of state “essential” designations prepared by Bracewell LLP 

• Council of State Government library of state COVID-19 orders 

• The industrial solutions company Thomas has prepared an operations resource center 
for manufacturers 

 
Navigating Local Restrictions on Operations 
 
Most every state has at this point issued workplace guidance or restrictions that affect 
manufacturers. Some states have adopted the most restrictive “shelter in place” rules that affect 
most businesses with limited exceptions for “essential” businesses. Other states restrict mass 
gatherings in a way that could also affect business operations. We have sought to organize 
resources as completely as possible to help you understand these rules and channel your 
questions appropriately. 
 
FEDERAL:  
 
The Department of Homeland Security Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 
updated its list of “Critical Essential Infrastructure” on Saturday, March 28 to expand upon its 
guidance for states and muncipalities as to what business operations should be considered 
“essential.” A number of these states, at the urging of the NAM and its state partners, have 
adopted this federal guidance as their own standard, 
 
For reference, the March 19 definition of “Critical Manufacturing” read as follows: 
 

Workers necessary for the manufacturing of materials and products needed for medical 
supply chains, and for supply chains associated with transportation, energy, 
communications, food and agriculture, chemical manufacturing, nuclear facilities, the 
operation of dams, water and wastewater treatment, emergency services, and the 
defense industrial base. Additionally, workers needed to maintain the continuity of these 
manufacturing functions and associated supply chains. 

 
The March 28 update offers a far more expansive definition: 

http://nam.org/creatorsrespond
http://documents.nam.org/PA/COVID/NAM%20Tools%20on%20Essential%20Manufacturing%20Operations.docx
http://documents.nam.org/PA/DRAFT%20Template%20Essential%20Designation%20Letter.docx
http://documents.nam.org/PA/DRAFT%20Template%20Essential%20Designation%20Letter.docx
https://www.nam.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-EXPANDED.pdf
mailto:mobrien@nam.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRlJWZJ7OkGUW57_rdA2n3xBJ3qjW6u4Z9N6K9Y5L4bM_6H7-S308qdKmJfpVstYWf300nyujvZPFSy/pubhtml?urp=gmail_link
https://namis-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mobrien_nam_org/Documents/Microsoft%20Teams%20Chat%20Files/Hawaii%20%20%20%20Effective%20Friday,%20March%2020,%20Governor%20Ige%20announced%20all%20schools,%20bars,%20restaurants,%20libraries,%20public%20buildings,%20large%20gatherings%20and%20sport%20events%20will%20be%20closed.%20The%20limit%20on%20social%20gathering%20size%20is%2010.%20%20%20On%20March%2023,%20Gov.%20Ige%20issued%20a%20stay%20at%20home%20order%20shuttering%20businesses%20in%20the%20state%20except%20for%20those%20determined%20to%20be
https://namis-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mobrien_nam_org/Documents/Microsoft%20Teams%20Chat%20Files/Hawaii%20%20%20%20Effective%20Friday,%20March%2020,%20Governor%20Ige%20announced%20all%20schools,%20bars,%20restaurants,%20libraries,%20public%20buildings,%20large%20gatherings%20and%20sport%20events%20will%20be%20closed.%20The%20limit%20on%20social%20gathering%20size%20is%2010.%20%20%20On%20March%2023,%20Gov.%20Ige%20issued%20a%20stay%20at%20home%20order%20shuttering%20businesses%20in%20the%20state%20except%20for%20those%20determined%20to%20be
https://bracewell.com/insights/your-manufacturing-operation-essential-business-age-coronavirus
https://web.csg.org/covid19/executive-orders/
https://help.thomasnet.com/coronavirus-resource-hub
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA_Guidance_on_the_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workforce.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA_Guidance_on_the_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workforce_Version_2.0_Updated.pdf


 
 
 

• Workers necessary for the manufacturing of metals (including steel and aluminum), 
industrial minerals, semiconductors, materials and products needed for medical supply 
chains, and for supply chains associated with transportation, energy, communications, 
information technology, food and agriculture, chemical manufacturing, nuclear facilities, 
wood products, commodities used as fuel for power generation facilities, the operation of 
dams, water and wastewater treatment, processing and reprocessing of solid waste, 
emergency services, and the defense industrial base. Additionally, workers needed to 
maintain the continuity of these manufacturing functions and associated supply chains, 
and workers necessary to maintain a manufacturing operation in warm standby. 

• Workers necessary for the manufacturing of materials and products needed to 
manufacture medical equipment and personal protective equipment (PPE). 

• Workers necessary for mining and production of critical minerals, materials and 
associated essential supply chains, and workers engaged in the manufacture and 
maintenance of equipment and other infrastructure necessary for mining production and 
distribution. 

• Workers who produce or manufacture parts or equipment that supports continued 
operations for any essential services and increase in remote workforce (including 
computing and communication devices, semiconductors, and equipment such as 
security tools for Security Operations Centers (SOCs) or datacenters). 

 
Continue working to shape this guidance by emailing CISA.CAT@cisa.dhs.gov and 
CISAGuidance@nam.org with redailed examples of why manufacturing and and supply chain is 
an essential critical infrastructure. If you have changes to offer, please give REDLINE 
suggestions accompanied by supporting examples. Contact NAM Vice President for Energy and 
Resources Rachel Jones for more on this issue 
 
Alabama: 
 
On April 3, Alabama’s State Public Health Officer issued a stay at home order that lasts until 
April 30, but which allows individuals to leave their homes to work at “essential” businesses 
including manufacturing, along with those industries identified by federal CISA guidance — see 
Section 2(s). Section 2(d) designates the following manufacturing as essential: 
 

Manufacturing facilities, including food processing and production; companies that 
produce pharmaceuticals, food additives, medical equipment, medical devices and 
supplies, technology, biotechnology, chemical products, telecommunications products; 
automotive production and suppliers, airplane, ship, and space vehicle or rocket 
manufacturers; companies involved in healthcare, energy, steel and steel products, fuel 
and petroleum exploration and production, lubricants, greases and engine oils, mining, 
national defense, sanitary and cleaning products, household products, personal care 
products, products used by any other Essential Business or Operation;  
 

Section 3 clarifies that essential employers may issue credentials to their employees to describe 
their work at an essential facility, but are not required to do so. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:CISA.CAT@cisa.dhs.gov
mailto:CISAGuidance@nam.org
mailto:rjones@nam.org
https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/04/Final-Statewide-Order-4.3.2020.pdf


 
 
Alaska: 
 
On March 27, Governor Dunleavy issued health mandates 011 and 012. Order 011 encourages 
social distancing and orders the closing of non-essential businesses. Included with the order is 
the Alaska Essential Services and Critical Infrastructure Order. Section IV of this order 
incorporates federal CISA guidance. Order 012 places restriction on travel, banning in-state air 
travel except for as it relates to the providing of essential services or working in critical 
infrastructure. 
 
On March 25, Anchorage Mayor Berkowitz issued a “hunker down” emergency order to close 
non-critical businesses and direct residents to stay home as much as possible, with an 
“essential” business designation for manufacturing in Section 5(a). The mayor’s office also 
provided a FAQ resource relating to the order which instructs businesses not included in the list 
in the order but wish to be deemed as critical to email the mayor’s office at covid-19-
business@anchorageak.gov. 
 
On March 17, Governor Dunleavy ordered the closure of all bars, restaurants, and other 
establishments serving food and beverages to public dine-in service. Entertainment facilities are 
also closed to the public. Governor Dunleavy also announced the formation of Alaska Economic 
Stabilization Team, to be led by former Governor Sean Parnell and former Senator Mark 
Begich. 
 
Arizona: 
 
March 30, Governor Ducey issued executive order 2020-18 “Stay Home, Stay Healthy, Stay 
Connected” going into effect March 31 at 5:00 pm and expiring on April 30. The order in Section 
11(c) defines essential businesses exempt from the stay in place order as being those 
previously defined in the executive order described below that prohibited local governments 
from closing essential businesses. That order designated manufacturing businesses as 
essential. 
 
The March 30 order requires that businesses that continue functioning implement social 
distancing and follow CDC guidelines for sanitizing areas. Section 15, again clarifies that “no 
county, city or town may make or issue any order, rule or regulation that restricts or prohibits 
any person from performing any function designated by either the Governor.”  
 
Related to the previous order, on March 23, Ducey signed an executive order prohibiting the 
closure of essential business by local governments. The order pre-empts local or municipal 
orders closing manufacturers: 
 

Manufacture, distribution and supply chain for critical products and industries: 
Manufacturing companies, distributors and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services in and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, waste pickup and 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportations, energy, steel and steel 
products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, national defense, communications as 
well as products used by other Essential Businesses and Operations.  

 
For more, contact Allison Gilbreath with the Arizona Chamber of Commerce. 
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/AKDHSS/bulletins/283a713
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/AKDHSS/bulletins/283a7de
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010-Attachment-A.pdf
https://www.muni.org/departments/mayor/pressreleases/documents/eo-03.pdf
https://www.muni.org/departments/mayor/pressreleases/documents/eo-03%20faqs.pdf
mailto:covid-19-business@anchorageak.gov
mailto:covid-19-business@anchorageak.gov
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/2020/03/17/governor-issues-covid-19-health-mandates-003-and-004/
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/2020/03/17/governor-dunleavy-announces-alaska-economic-stabilization-team/
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/2020/03/17/governor-dunleavy-announces-alaska-economic-stabilization-team/
https://azgovernor.gov/file/34365/download?token=6YdWos-F
https://azgovernor.gov/file/34270/download?token=OFBiGeJI
mailto:agilbreath@azchamber.com


 
 
Arkansas 
 
A March 25 executive order by Gov. Hutchinson restricts mass gathering to no more than 10 
people, with a specific exception in Section 1(c) for “businesses, manufacturers, and 
construction companies.” 
 
California 
 
NEW: On March 31, seven counties in the San Francisco Bay area (Alameda, Contra Costa, 
Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, Sonoma and Santa Clara Counties) issued new, more 
restrictive stay in place orders that requires all individuals to stay in their homes and prohibits 
travel except for work at essential businesses. The orders mirror one another in imposing more 
limited definitions of “essential” businesses in a way that could impact manufacturers. The order 
— see Section 13(f) in Marin County’s order — provides a narrower definition of construction, 
limiting it principally to only COVID-19 responses, and in 13(f)(xx) has language that could 
severely impact manufacturers: 
 

Businesses that have the primary function of shipping or delivering groceries, food, or 
other goods directly to residences or businesses. This exemption shall not be used to 
allow for manufacturing or assembly of non-essential products or for other functions 
besides those necessary to the delivery operation 

 
There is no other language in there exempting manufacturing as essential business. Companies 
not designated as essential are permitted to perform Minimum Basic Operations and permit 
employee travel for those operations, defined in part in Section 13(g) as: 
 

The minimum necessary activities to maintain and protect the value of the business’s 
inventory and facilities; ensure security, safety, and sanitation; process payroll and 
employee benefits; provide for the delivery of existing inventory directly to residences or 
businesses; and related functions. 

 
This order would appear to go a step further than the statewide standard set by Gov. Newsom’s 
March 19  executive order that functionally adopts a “shelter in place” ruling for much of the 
state of California. The order exempts from the order manufacturers identified as contributing to 
“critical infrastructure” within the federal guidance referenced above. Given that the order 
essentially adopts this federal guidance, manufacturers may refer to the DHS critical 
infrastructure list in interpreting the California order.  
 

 Following a call with business leaders on Thursday night, the governor’s office asked 
that questions be referred to this address: LegislativeAffairs@CalOES.ca.gov  

 
The governor’s office had proposed this rule to create “consistency” across the state amid the 
many county or city shelter-in-place orders that have popped up in California throughout the 
week. 
 
The NAM’s state partner in California, California Manufacturers and Technology Association, 
has been maintaining a rolling update on how these orders affect manufacturers. Visit and 
bookmark this link for more. CMTA also wrote to the governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
on Thursday emphasizing the essential role manufacturers play in the response to coronavirus.  
 

https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-10._.pdf
https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/marin_final-superseding-shelter-in-place-order.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/Executive-Order-N-33-20.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce
mailto:LegislativeAffairs@CalOES.ca.gov
https://twitter.com/CAgovernor/status/1240833849405276167
https://cmta.net/page/covid19.php
https://cmta.net/page/covid19.php
https://cmta.net/multimedia/cmta_browning_oes_letter_march_19_2020.pdf


 
 
Colorado 
 
On April 6, Gov. Polis extended until April 30 a March 25 stay in place executive order with 
exemptions for manufacturers. The essential businesses that are defined as “essential” and 
exempt from the stay in place order are identified in a separate public health order. Section B(3) 
of that order offers broad exemptions for critical manufacturing: 
 

Critical Manufacturing, Including: 

• Food processing, manufacturing agents, including all foods and beverages 

• Chemicals 

• Computers and computer components 

• Medical equipment, components used in any medical device, supplies or 

• instruments 

• Pharmaceuticals 

• Sanitary products 

• Telecommunications 

• Microelectronics/semiconductor 

• Agriculture/farms 

• Household paper products 

• Amended Public Health Order 20-24 

• Any business that produces products critical or incidental to the 

• processing, functioning, development, manufacture, packaging, or 

• delivery of any of the categories of products included in this subsection 

• Any manufacturing necessary to support a Critical Business 
 

The governor’s office also prepared a FAQ document alongside the order. It makes no mention 
of the federal CISA guidelines, though the critical manufacturing and critical infrastructure 
language tracks closely with that. Please also review this guidance prepared by the Colorado 
Department of Regulatory Agencies regarding critical vs. non-critical business. Colorado has 
also provided a template document for companies seeking to self-designate as essential. 
 
Companies that remain operations are required to maintain minimum basic operations and 
enact social distancing policies. Per section IV, which encourages local authorities to take action 
to ensure “maximum compliance” with the order, the statewide stay in place order would not 
necessarily seem to supersede local ordinances, such as the one recently imposed by the city 
of Denver. 
 
Earlier this week, an order by the city of Denver limited businesses to cease operations unless 
they are considered essential under Section 6 of the ruling, which initially had no language 
pertaining to manufacturers. The NAM worked with its instate allies, the Colorado Chamber of 
Commerce and Colorado Advanced Manufacturing Association, to write Denver’s mayor, asking 
him to adopt federal CISA guidance and add to it essential designations for manufacturers for 
the sake of consistent operations statewide and nationally. With the help of the Denver 
Chamber, the mayor’s office updated the order to add language on essential manufacturing 
operations in Section 6(f)(xv): 
 

Businesses that supply other essential businesses with the support or supplies 
necessary to operate; including but not limited to workers for the manufacturing of 
materials and products needed for medical supply chains, and for supply chains 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ywcbYqteUvQZ8DG1F86xYj2TQba_Ywfn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1EDCY6-A6QBKxzDImCSF8bBBdOOI3Km/view
http://media.graytvinc.com/documents/Amended+Public+Health+Order+2024.pdf
https://wp-cpr.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2020/03/polis-stay-at-home-order-searchable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U9ALWArerRarC4lzVitAGcufjjClmn2IXO2boBxmNP0/edit
/Users/michaelobrien/Downloads/Critical%20Business%20Self%20Certification.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/771/documents/covid-19/DenverStayAtHomeOrder_DDPHE.pdf
http://documents.nam.org/PA/Mayor%20Hancock%20Ltr%20Manufacturers%20Essential%20Businesses.pdf
http://documents.nam.org/PA/Updated%20Denver%20Public%20Health%20Order%2003.24.2020.pdf


 
 

associated with transportation, energy, communications, food and agriculture, chemical 
manufacturing, nuclear facilities, the operation of dams, water and wastewater 
treatment, emergency services, and the defense industrial base; additionally, workers 
needed to maintain the continuity of these manufacturing functions and associated 
supply chains 
 

San Miguel County March 18 issued a stay at home policy, closing non essential businesses 
and defining manufacturing as essential business.   
 
Connecticut 
 
On March 20, Gov. Ned Lamont signed a “stay in place” order, adopting the Department of 
Homeland Security’s CISA guidance as its list of “essential” programs and explicitly including 
“manufacturing, including food processing, pharmaceuticals, and industries supporting the 
essential services required to meet national security commitments to the federal government 
and U.S. Military; the defense industrial base, including aerospace, mechanical and software 
engineers, manufacturing/production workers, aircraft and weapon system mechanics and 
maintainers.” 
 
Per news reports, the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development is 
responsible for identifying exemptions to the shelter in place order. The department has set up 
these accounts to respond: COVID19.JIC@ct.gov, or call the DECD small business hotline at 
860-500-2333. You can find a list of individual contacts here. Connecticut has added resources 
clarifying that businesses only need to apply to be designated as essential if they do not believe 
existing guidance covers their operations. See the DECD’s page for more.  
 
For more, contact Joe Brennan from the Connecticut Business and Industry Association. Please 
see the analysis and resources prepared by CBIA here. 
 
Delaware 
 
On March 31, Gov. Carney issued travel restrictions requiring visitors from out of state to self-
quarantine for 14 days upon entry to the state, clarifying the order “shall not apply to individuals 
commuting into Delaware to work for an Essential Business.” 
 
Gov. John Carney issued a “stay in place” order on March 22 with broad exemptions for 
manufacturers. Section 6(j) offers this exemption for manufacturers as “essential” businesses: 

 
Manufacturing: Workers necessary for the manufacturing of materials, goods, products, 
or similar distribution 

 
The order does not touch on the federal CISA guidance except to order the state’s Division of 
Small Business to consider that guidance when making any clarifications to the order. On April 
1, the governor issued additional guidance restricting business operations for companies that 
permit customers on their premises. 
 
The state offered a prescriptive yes/no industry list that tracks closely with the problematic 
structure in Pennsylvania except, in Delaware, all manufacturing industries are approved on this 
listing as essential industries. 
 

https://www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5349/Public-Health-Agency-Order-2020-02-March-19-2020-PDF?bidId=
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7H.pdf
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/coronavirus/gov-lamont-to-provide-update-on-connecticut-coronavirus-cases/2242239/
mailto:COVID19.JIC@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/About_DECD/Contact
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Coronavirus-Business-Recovery/Business-Exemptions-for-Coronavirus
mailto:joe.brennan@cbia.com
https://www.cbia.com/resources/coronavirus/coronavirus-state-federal-updates/connecticut-designated-essential-businesses/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Seventh-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03292020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Fourth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03222020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/04/Ninth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-04012020-1.pdf


 
 
Florida 
 
April 1 Gov. DeSantis issued a clarification executive order stating the statewide Stay at Home 
order of earlier in the day, supersedes all local orders.  
 
On April 1, Gov. DeSantis issued a stay at home order that requires those in Florida to limit 
movements outside the home to only essential activities. The order defines “essential” activities 
exempt from the order as those defined in the federal CISA guidance (Section 2A) as well as 
those identified in an earlier, partial-state stay at home order which adopted Miami-Dade 
County’s own order (07-20), which mostly focused on closing non-essential retail businesses, 
but established in Section 2(ee) that “Factories, manufacturing facilities, bottling plants, or other 
industrial uses” were permitted as essential. No subsequent order appears to do anything to 
affect that essential designation. The new executive order extends until April 30, and a clarifying 
order emphasizes that the statewide order supersedes any conflicting local order.  
 
DeSantis has also issued some restrictions for out-of-state travelers from New York, New 
Jersey or Connecticut and Louisiana to self-quarantine for 14 days upon entering the state. In 
Section 1(A) of the order it clarifies that the self-quarantine requirement “shall not apply to … 
persons involved in any commercial activity.” 
 
A number of additional counties in Florida covering the state’s largest metropolitan areas had 
issued stay in place orders in the absence of any statewide declaration. For updated list of 
individual city, county and other orders, click here.  
 
Georgia 
 
On April 2, Gov. Kemp issued an executive order prohibiting mass gatherings of 10 or more 
people and ordering Georgians to stay in place, with exemptions for “essential” businesses as 
defined by the federal CISA guidance, along with “suppliers which provide essential goods and 
services to the critical infrastructure workforce.” 
 
Companies that continue in-person operations are required to implement mitigation efforts, 
including telework, sanitization and optional health screenings including temperature checks for 
employees. 
 
The order empowers the Georgia Department of Economic Development to issue clarity as 
needed. Significantly, the order also supersedes orders issued by cities or counties in Georgia, 
including a problematic order as written by the city of Atlanta. The order is effective until April 
13. 
 
The exemptions for manufacturers come after the Georgia Association of Manufacturers 
repeatedly urged the governor to ensure that any stay in place order allow for manufacturers to 
continue their essential operations. 
 
Hawaii 
 
On March 23, Gov. Ige issued a stay at home order shuttering businesses in the state except for 
those determined to be “essential” under the federal CISA guidance. The order includes 
additional exemptions for manufacturers: 
 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-92.pdf
https://s33330.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EO-20-91.pdf
https://www.miamidade.gov/information/library/coronavirus-emergency-order-07-20-businesses.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-92.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-82.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-82.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-86.pdf
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/325112-a-round-up-of-which-florida-communities-have-stay-at-home-orders-in-place
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04022001/download
https://hawaiicovid19.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003162-ATG_Third-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed-12.pdf


 
 

Manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries. 
Manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services in and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, waste pickup and 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel and steel 
products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, national defense, communications, 
as well as products used by essential businesses and operations; 

 
Businesses that remain in operation must practice social distancing, maintain separate 
operating hours for high-risk populations and make “readily available” hand sanitizers and 
sanitizing products. 
 
On April 1, Gov. Ige also issued travel restrictions requiring inter-island travelers in Hawaii to 
self-quarantine for 14 days upon arrival, with exemptions for those considered essential under 
the federal CISA guidance. All interisland travelers must complete this form. 
 
Idaho 
 
On March 25, Idaho Gov. Brad Little issued a stay in place order for the state of Idaho, with 
exemptions for “essential” businesses as defined by the federal CISA guidance. If makes no 
additional mention of manufacturing, though adds to essential businesses identified in section 
3(f). 
 
For more, contact Alex LaBeau with the Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry. 
 
Illinois 
 
April 1, Gov. Pritzker signed an executive order extending the state’s stay in place order through 
April 30. No additional changes to the language from the March 20th order.   
 
A March 20 executive order by Gov. Pritzker established stay in place rule beginning Saturday, 
March 21 and extending through Tuesday, April 7 — but with broad exemptions for 
manufacturing operations. The relatively favorable declaration comes after dogged work by the 
Illinois Manufacturers’ Association to frame for Gov. Pritzker the need for essential 
manufacturing protections. 
 
The order defines a number of essential infrastructure items (including food production and 
construction) and essential businesses — including manufacturing companies and their supply 
chains. (See section 12(t).) A footnote additionally clarifies that “the definition of Essential 
Business and Operations is meant to encompass the workers identified” in the DHS-CISA order. 
 
Specifically, he following manufacturing facilities, distribution, and supply chains are 
considered essential and may continue to operate. Employees are considered essential 
and may continue working in your facilities.  
 

Manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services in and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, waste pickup and 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel and steel 

https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003248-ATG_Fourth-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-distribution-signed.pdf
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Interisland-Decl-Form.pdf
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/127/2020/03/statewide-stay-home-order_032520.pdf
mailto:alabeau@iaci.org
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-18.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf


 
 

products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, national defense, communications, 
as well as products used by other Essential Businesses and Operations. 

 
The NAM’s state partner, the Illinois Manufacturers Association, offered this analysis: 
Manufacturers will self-determine if they fall under this guideline. It will not require a special 
designation or permit from the State of Illinois.  
 
For more, contact Mark Denzler with the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association. 
 
Indiana 
 
On April 3, Gov. Holcomb extended until April 20 a March 23 order instructing Indiana residents 
to stay at home until April 20. The initial order defined “essential” business as those identified by 
federal CISA guidance along with (in section 14-u) “manufacture, distribution, and supply chain 
for critical products and industries.” 
 
The Indiana Economic Development Corporation is now offering a Critical Industries Hotline to 
field industry questions. Call (877) 820-0890 or email covidresponse@iedc.in.gov  ith your 
questions. 
 
Businesses that remain operational are to practice social distancing and function at minimum 
basic operations and encourage telework where possible.  
 
Please visit the state of Indiana’s COVID-19 resources page for more information. 
 
Iowa 
 
March 17 order by Gov. Reynolds prohibits mass gatherings of more than 10 people, but limits 
to “social, community, spiritual, religious, recreational, leisure, and sporting gatherings and 
events.” On April 2, Gov. Reynolds extended these restrictions through April 30, though she has 
not issued a stay at home order that would affect manufacturers. 
 
Kansas 
 
On March 31, the Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment instituted new rules mandating 
travelers from certain states and jurdisdictions (including New York, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Illinois, Louisiana, California, Washington and Colorado) self-quarantine for 14 days upon arrival 
in the state. The order exempts travelers for essential purposes as establised by the federal 
CISA guidelines. The state has posted FAQs about the travel restrictions here. 
 
On March 28, Gov. Kelly issued a stay at home order that closes companies except for those 
defined as seeential under the Kansas Essential Functions Framework (KEFF).  
 
Kansas defines a variety of “essential” businesses in a way that is meant to model the federal 
CISA guidance, though it does not necessarily adopt the CISA framework.  
 
In the most recent order, the KEFF list issues a number of elements of manufacturing, which are 
specified below: 
 
KEFF 200 DISTRIBUTE 

https://ima-net.org/staff/
mailto:mdenzler@ima-net.org
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-17%20Renewal%20of%20Public%20Health%20Emergency%20declaration%20of%20Covid-19.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive_Order_20-08_Stay_at_Home.pdf
mailto:covidresponse@iedc.in.gov
https://www.in.gov/coronavirus/
https://governor.iowa.gov/press-release/gov-reynolds-issues-a-state-of-public-health-disaster-emergency
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public%20Health%20Disaster%20Proclamation%20-%202020.04.02.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus/toolkit/Travel_Related_Quarantine_Table_3-23-2020.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus/toolkit/COVID-19_Isolation_and_Quarantine_Guidance_and_FAQ.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO20-16.pdf


 
 
 

2. Maintain Supply Chains for Essential Functions and Critical Infrastructure (as defined 
by DHS) 
4. Transport Cargo and Passengers by Air 

a. Manufacture, distribute, sell or maintain aircraft or aircraft parts 
5. Transport Cargo and Passengers by Rail 

a. Manufacture, distribute, sell or maintain trains or train parts 
6. Transport Cargo and Passengers by Road 

c. Manufacture, distribute, sell or maintain automobiles or automobile parts 
7. Transport Cargo and Passengers by Vessel 

a. Manufacture, distribute, sell or maintain cargo or passenger vessels or parts 
for such vessels 

 
KEFF 300 MANAGE 
 

14. Provide and Maintain Critical Infrastructure 
a. Construct or repair roads 
b. Construct, maintain, or clean buildings 
c. Produce or distribute construction materials 
d. Maintain specialized manufacturing or industrial equipment 

 
KEFF 400 SUPPLY 
 

2. Fuel Refining and Processing Fuels 
a. Produce or deliver propane or natural gas 

4. Manufacture Equipment Used for Essential Functions or Critical Infrastructure (as 
defined by DHS) 
5. Produce and Provide Agricultural Products and Services 

a. Manufacture or maintain agricultural equipment 
b. Manufacture or distribute agricultural supplies such as seeds and chemicals 

6. Produce and Provide Human and Animal Food Products and Services 
a. Manufacture or process food or food products 
7. Produce Chemicals 

 
The order supersedes any local stay in place order, but also notes (in Section 2) that the 
Kansas Secretary of Health and Environment is able to promulgate additional restrictions as 
necessary in response to COVID-19. 
 
The order notes in Section 9(b) that “no prior approval is required for individuals or entities to 
perform essential functions” as defined by the KEFF framework. Individuals or entities who are 
uncertain about whether they fall within the framework should email KEFF@ks.gov.  
 
Kentucky 
 
On March 31, Gov. Beshear issued an Executive Order instructing Kentuckians not to leave the 
state and for any visitor to the state to self-quarantine for 14 days upon arrival, with several 
exceptions including “when required by employement” in Section 1(a). 
 

mailto:KEFF@ks.gov
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200330_Executive-Order_2020-258_Out-of-State-Travel.pdf


 
 
On March 25, Gov. Beshear issued an Executive Order that adopts the federal CISA guidance 
to designate “Life Sustianing Buisnesses” and builds upon that to include broad exemptions for 
manufacturing, including: 
 

l. Supplies for Life Sustaining Businesses. Business that sell, manufacture, or supply 
other Life-Sustaining Businesses with the support of materials necessary to operate, 
including computers, audio and video electronics, household appliances; IT and 
telecommunication equipment; hardware, paint, flat glass; electrical, plumbing and 
heating material; sanitary equipment; personal hygiene products; food, food additives, 
ingredients and components; medical and orthopedic equipment: optics and 
photography equipment; diagnostics, food and beverages, chemicals, soaps and 
detergent; and firearm and ammunition suppliers and retailers for purposes of safety and 
security. 
 
p. Manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries. 
Manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services in and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, waste pickup and 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel and steel 
products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, national defense, communications, 
as well as products used by other Life Sustianing Buisnesses or products that could be 
used to treat or prevent Covid-19. 

 
Notably, the governor has also established an online portal and hotline to report individuals or 
establishments not in compliance with the order. 
 
The Kentucky Association of Manufacturers had previously sent a letter to Gov. Beshear on 
behalf of Kentucky manufacturers asking for official "essential" designations. This 
recommendation comes directly from the Department of Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity & 
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) guidelines. 
 
Louisiana 
 
On March 22, Gov. John Bel Edwards issued a “stay at home” order restricting mass gatherings 
to no more than 10 people. The order clarifies that the restrictions do not apply to “factories or 
manufacturing facilities” (Section 2), and continues in Section 3(C) to emphasize that individuals 
are allow to go to and from work to perform essential functions as defined by the federal CISA 
guidelines. In Section 5, it also orders businesses not designated essential by CISA or explicitly 
ordered to close by Section 4 to reduce to minimal possible operations at their facilities.   
 
On April 3, Gov. Edwards extended the order through April 30. 
 
In a follow-up message to clarify the executive order, the governor’s office also provided 
examples of critical infrastructure businesses, including but not limited to:  
 

• Food production, distribution, and sale 

• Construction, including, but not limited to, construction required in response to this public 
health emergency, hospital construction, construction of long-term care facilities, public 
works construction, and housing construction  

https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200325_Executive-Order_2020-257_Healthy-at-Home.pdf
https://govstatus.egov.com/kysafer
https://kam.us.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/KAM-Essential-Employers-Letter-to-Gov.-Beshear-3.19.20.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/JBE-33-2020.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/41-JBE-2020-Stay-At-Home-Extended.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/covid/Essential-Infrastructure_fact-sheet.pdf


 
 

• Construction Engineers 

• Building management and maintenance 

• Airport operations  

• Operation and maintenance of utilities, including water, sewer, and gas  

• Electrical, including power generation, distribution, and production of raw materials  

• Distribution centers  

• Oil and biofuel refining  

• Roads, highways, railroads, and public transportation 

• Ports 

• Cybersecurity operations 

• Flood control 

• Solid waste and recycling collection and removal 

• Internet, video, and telecommunications systems 
 
Maine 
 
On April 1, Gov. Mills issued a stay in place order that adopted as its standard for exempt 
“essential” activity the definition established by his March 24 order to close all non-essential to 
businesses close operations. The order adopts by reference CISA guidance on essential 
businesses, and adds additional exemptions in Section B(2) for “industrial manufacturing” and 
“construction and maintenance of essential infrastructure, among other industrial segments. The 
order extends until April 30. 
 
The Maine Department of Economic and Community Development has posted additional 
resources to clarify essential businesses in the state, including a list of essential industries 
(which includes manufacturing), an essential service designation request form, a FAQ 
document, and this email address to ask questions: business.answers@maine.gov.  
 
The order is operative until April 8, and requires businesses to practice maximum possible 
telework, enact social distancing policies, and specifies that businesses that continue operating 
should “not allow customer, vendor or other visitor in-person contact.” 
 
Maryland 
 
Gov. Larry Hogan on March 30 updated his stay in place order in a way that continues to adopt 
the federal CISA guidance for “essential” businesses exempted from the order (Section III-a). 
Additional guidance from the governor’s Office of Legal Counsel clarifies that barring curbside 
pickup for non-essential businesses is a major impact of this order. 
 
The governor’s spokesman clarified via Twitter that employers should determine for themselves 
whether they should continue operations, and if necessary produce letters for employees 
explaining their activities. 
 
The previous order on March 23 had similarly adopted the federal CISA guidance regarding 
essential business operations. In regard to that order, the governor’s office had also issued 
accompanying guidance from the its Office of Legal Counsel related to businesses determined 
to be essential, which includes a listing of a variety of manufacturing sectors, adding that that list 
is not intended to be exhaustive. A note adds: “The fact that a particular business, organization, 

https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/CORRECTED_An%20Order%20Regarding%20Further%20Restrictions%20on%20Public%20Contact%20and%20Movement%2C%20Schools%2C%20Vehicle%20Travel%20and%20Retail%20Business%20Operations.pdf
https://cloudup.com/i-7v8k1_rvO
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/documents/Essential%20Business%20Operations%20Definitions.pdf
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/me/essentialservicerequest
https://www.maine.gov/decd/sites/maine.gov.decd/files/inline-files/FAQS-Business-Closures-Executive-Orde-Number-19-V2.pdf
mailto:business.answers@maine.gov
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Gatherings-FOURTH-AMENDED-3.30.20.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/OLC-Interpretive-Guidance-COVID19-07.pdf
https://twitter.com/riccimike/status/1244665814218752004?s=21
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/OLC-Interpretive-Guidance-COVID19-04.pdf


 
 
or facility is not included in the list does not mean it is excluded from the federal critical 
infrastructure sectors.” 
 
A state government official, Rick Neudorff, was a primary point of contact in the development of 
this order in case your organization has clarifying questions. For more, contact Whitney Harmel 
with the Maryland Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Massachusetts 
 
On March 31, Gov. Baker extended his stay in place order through May 4 (past the initial 
expiration date of April 7). In doing so, Massachusetts also updated its essential business list to 
conform with the updated federal CISA guidance, though it does not formally incorporate that 
guidance as its own. The list does list a number of manufacturing sectors as part of its lengthy 
list of essential businesses. 
 
The order specifies how companies seeking an exemption or clarification can seek 
recourse. Companies can either fill out this form, or direct questions to covid19.biz@mass.gov. 
 
An FAQ page published alongside the guidance clarifies that companies defined as essential 
businesses do not need to apply to be formally designated as essential. 
 
On March 27, travelers from outside of Massachusetts are required to self-quarantine for 14 
days upon arrival, though the state’s Department of Public Health says that “designated 
essential workers are exempt from this requirement.” 
 
On March 18, Massachusetts had their request approved by SBA for a declaration of economic 
injury in Massachusetts to assist businesses impacted by the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. Businesses can now apply for low-interest federal disaster loans. 
 
Michigan 
 
A March 23 order by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer imposes a “stay in place” restriction beginning 
March 24 and extending until April 13. The order incorporates by reference the federal CISA 
guidance as to what manufacturing operations are considered “essential.” 
 
Section 9 of the order expands upon the CISA guidance to allow those businesses to “designate 
suppliers, distribution centers, or service providers whose continued operation is necessary to 
enable, support, or facilitate the work of its critical infrastructure workers.” These suppliers, 
distributors or service providers “may in turn designate additional suppliers, distribution centers, 
and service providers whose continued operation is necessary to enable, support, or facilitate 
the work of their critical infrastructure workers.”  
 
The order requires businesses to “make all designations in writing to the entities they are 
designating, whether by electronic message, public website, or other appropriate means,” 
allowing oral designations until March 31. 
 
Companies are also required to “determine which of their workers are critical infrastructure 
workers and inform such workers of that designation … in writing, whether by electronic 
message, public website, or other appropriate means.” Business that continue to operate are 
required to practice social distancing and to practice basic minimum operations on premises.  

mailto:rick.neudorff@maryland.gov
mailto:Wharmel@mdchamber.org
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-31-2020-essential-services-extension-order/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-31-essential-services-list/download
https://www.mass.gov/forms/essential-service-designation-request
mailto:covid19.biz@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-essential-services-faqs
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-travel-guidelines-and-new-health-care-resources-to
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html


 
 
 
The governor has issued this FAQ document regarding implementation of the order. For more 
information, please contact John J. Walsh with the Michigan Manufacturers’ Association. 
 
Minnesota 
 
On March 25, Gov. Walz signed an executive order imposing a stay at home status until April 10 
with exemptions for essential businesses as defined by the federal CISA guidelines. Section 6(j) 
adds additional language on “critical manufacturing,” limiting that essential business to CISA but 
clarifying Minnesota’s assessment that iron ore processing falls within that guidance: 
 

This category is limited to critical manufacturing workers listed in the CISA Guidance. 
This category includes iron ore mining and processing operations and supplier/vendor 
industries essential to such mining and processing operations. 

 
The order requires those workers who can work from home to do so, and for businesses that 
continue operating to practice hygiene and social distancing. The state intends to post 
clarifications to its essential business designations at this link: https://mn.gov/deed/critical 
 
On April 3, Gov. Walz suggested via news reports that he is likely to extend the order until April 
30, though no formal order has been made. 
 
Per the governor’s office, companies can determine eligibility for at Critical Sector worker 
exemption by searching by its 4-digit NAICS industry code via DEED’s website. 
 
Also per the governor, any company that fits within CISA guidance, the language of the 
executive order or the DEED resource is eligible for an exemption. Companies with 
questions are encouraged to email CriticalSectors@state.mn.us to review their status. 
   
The Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, the NAM’s state partner in the state, and other state-
based partners had worked proactively to help guide this order. The MN Chamber has a 
broader COVID-19 toolkit for businesses available here.  
 
Mississippi 
 
On April 1, Gov. Tate Reeves issued a stay in place order that closes all non-essential 
businesses in the state. The order, which lasts until April 20, adopts the definition of exempt 
official business as defined in executive order 1463, which made exemptions made for 
“essential” businesses as defined by the federal CISA guidance as well as added language 
designating manufacturing as essential: 
 

Manufacturing including food processing and production, pharmaceuticals, food 
additives, medical equipment, medical devices and supplies, technology, biotechnology, 
chemical products, telecommunications products, automotive production and suppliers, 
healthcare, energy, steel and steel products, fuel and petroleum exploration and 
production, lubricants, greases and engine oils, mining, national defense, sanitary and 
cleaning products, household products, personal care products, products used by any 
other Essential Business or Operation 

 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-522631--,00.html
mailto:walsh@mimfg.org
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https://www.mnchamber.com/blog/covid-19-business-toolkit
http://webpubcontent.raycommedia.com/wlox/order1-converted.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Education-Publications/ExecutiveOrders/1463.pdf


 
 
Missouri 
 
On April 3, Gov. Parson issued a stay at home order, allowing Missourians to leave their home 
to work at “essential” businesses as defined by the federal CISA guidance. Companies that 
continue operations must continue to practice social distancing and sanitization. 
 
Any entity that employs individuals to perform essential worker functions, and that is engaged in 
retail sales to the public, must limit the number of individuals in any particular retail location as 
follows: 
 

• Retail locations with square footage under 10,000 sq. feet must limit the number of 
individuals to less than 25% or less of the entity’s authorized fire or building code 
occupancy, as set by local authorities 

• Retail locations with square footage over 10,000 sq. feet must limit the number of 
individuals to less than 10% percent or less of the entity’s authorized fire or building 
code occupancy 

 
The order is to be enforced statewide, but allows cities or counties to make additional rules to 
long as nothing conflicts with the statewide order. 
 
Several localities had previously imposed stay in place orders: St. Louis County issued a shelter 
in place order from March 23 through April 22 but with specific exemptions for manufacturers, 
their distributors and supply chain. The county has posted additional FAQ responses here. The 
City of St. Louis issued a similar order here, with updates available here. The City of St. Louis 
has created a “economic development update” resource here. Jackson County, Missouri (which 
covers Kansas City) issued a March 22 “stay at home” order matched by other Kansas counties 
that includes essential designations for the “manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for 
critical products and industries.” The city of Maryville, MO imposed a stay in place order on 
March 29, exempting several “critical manufacturing” businesses as captured in Exhibit A, Item 
15 under “Essential Businesses.” 
 
Montana 
 
On March 26, Gov. Bullock issued a stay at home order that is effective Mar. 28 to Apr. 10 
which closes all nonessential businesses. The order references CISA guidance for the definition 
of essential businesses which may continue to operate while this order is in effect.   
 
On March 30, Bullock issued additional travel restrictions requiring anybody who comes to 
Montana from out of state for non-work travel to self-quarantine for 14 days upon arrival. The 
order also authorizes the Montana National Guard to insist with enforcement if called upon by 
the governor to inquire about travel history or to take temperature checks. 
 
Nebraska 
 
Recommended limits on mass public gatherings to no more than 50 people, but no formal 
restrictions for manufacturers. 
 
 
 
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MOGOV/2020/04/03/file_attachments/1419322/Stay%20at%20Home%20Missouri%20Order.pdf
https://stlouisco.com/portals/8/docs/document%20library/CountyExecutive/Executive%20Orders/Stay%20at%20Home%20Order.pdf
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https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/health/communicable-disease/covid-19/index.cfm#CP_JUMP_808128
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/lcep1e0siuo3kdj/COVID-19%20Events%2C%20Public%20Gatherings%2C%20and%20Schools%20Guidance%203.16.2020.pdf?dl=0


 
 
Nevada 
 
On March 31, Gov. Sisolak issued a stay at home order for Nevada that exempts from 
enforement those leaving their home to work at an “Essential Licensed Business” as established 
by his March 20 emergency order. That document, in Section 1(b) includes exemptions for 
“essential infrastructure operations, including … manufacturing.” Companies that remain in 
operation must practice social distancing and other mitigation policies. The March 31 order 
extends the stay in place order until April 30. 
 
New Hampshire 
 
On March 26, Gov. Sununu issued a stay-at-home order, accompanied by list of industry 
sectors deemed to perform essential services and continue operating while this order is in 
effect. While the order does not explicitly incorporate CISA guidance, it does provide a broad 
exemption for manufacturing operations, including a specific manufacturing section: 
 

Manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply chain companies producing 
and supplying materials and products for industries that include, but are not limited 
to, pharmaceutical, technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, 
waste pickup and disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel 
and steel products, petroleum and fuel, construction, gun and related products 
(including associated retail), operations of dams, water and wastewater treatment, 
national defense, communications, as well as products used by other essential 
businesses and operations 
 

If the function of your business is not listed above, but you believe that it is essential or it is an 
entity providing essential services or functions, you may request designation as an essential 
business. These requests should be submitted to essential@nheconomy.com and include basic 
contact information and a brief justification. 
 
On March 24, the NAM’s state partner the Business Association of New Hampshire, wrote Gov. 
Sununu to urge him to designate all manufacturers as “essential” businesses as part of any stay 
in place order. 
 
New Jersey 
 
New Jersey issued two executive orders on Saturday establishing a "shelter in place" rule 
beginning on Saturday evening, but with broad exemptions for manufacturers. 
 
E.O. 108 supersedes any state or municipal determination, indicating the statewide ordinance 
governs all of New Jersey. E.O. 107 provides detail for the shelter in place ruling. 
 
A FAQ document about E.O. 107 prepared by Business.NJ.Gov, the state’s commerce and 
innovation office, clarifies that manufacturing in the state may continue: 
 

Manufacturing, industrial, logistics, ports, heavy construction, shipping, food production, 
food delivery, and other commercial operations may continue operating, but as 
explained above, they should limit staff on site to the minimal number to ensure that 
essential operations can continue. 
 

https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Declaration-of-Emergency-Directive-010-Stay-at-Home-3-31-20.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.20-Emergency-regulations.pdf
https://www.nheconomy.com/NHEconomy/media/NH-Economy/2020-0-Emergency-Order-(1)-17_1.pdf
https://www.nheconomy.com/NHEconomy/media/NH-Economy/Exhibit-A-to-Emergency-Order-17.pdf
https://www.nheconomy.com/NHEconomy/media/NH-Economy/Exhibit-A-to-Emergency-Order-17.pdf
mailto:essential@nheconomy.com
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-108.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-107.pdf
https://faq.business.nj.gov/en/articles/3820777-does-my-business-need-to-close


 
 
E.O. 107 does not mention manufacturing and focuses mostly on restrictions 
for retail businesses. 
 
Other provisions of E.O. 107 provide exemptions for individuals to leave their residence to 
“reporting to, or performing, their job” (section 2-5). 
 
Section 10 says that businesses remaining open must accommodate employee “telework” 
wherever possible, while Section 11 orders businesses to practice social distancing and 
reduced workforce arrangements wherever possible for employees who cannot telework. 
 
Finally, the order makes clear that the “State Director of Emergency Management, who is the 
Superintendent of State Police,” is the official “to make additions, amendments, clarifications, 
exceptions, and exclusions to that list.” 
 
The NAM is working closely with its state partner, the New Jersey Business and Industry 
Association, to further address member inquiries. For more, please contact Michele Siekerka, 
Esq. with the New Jersey Business and Industry Association. 
 
New Mexico 
 
On March 25, Governor Lujan-Grisham issued a stay in place order that closes all non-essential 
businesses, with an exemption for manufacturers and other “essential” businesses. The 
manufacturing exemption for essential businesses in Section 3(h) reads:  
 

Manufacturing operations involved in food processing, manufacturing agents, chemicals, 
fertilizer, pharmaceuticals, sanitary products, household paper products, 
microelectronics/semi-conductor, primary metals manufacturers, electrical equipment, 
appliance, and component manufacturers, and transportation equipment manufacturers.” 

 
Sections 3(g) and 3(n) also offer exemptions for critical utilities and power generation: 
 

Infrastructure operations including, but not limited to, public works construction, 
commercial and residential construction and maintenance, airport operations, public 
transportation, airlines, taxis, private transportation providers water, gas, electrical, oil 
drilling, oil refining, natural resources extraction or mining operations, nuclear material 
research and enrichment, those attendant to the repair and construction of roads and 
highways, solid waste collection and removal, trash and recycling collection, processing 
and disposal, sewer, data and internet providers, data centers, technology support 
operations, and telecommunications systems; 
 
AND 
 
Utilities, including their contractors and suppliers, engaged in power generation, fuel 
supply and transmission, water and wastewater supply; 

 
The order does not appear to reference the federal CISA guidance for essential businesses. 
 
For more, please contact Larry Sontagg with the New Mexico Business Coalition. 
 
 

mailto:msiekerka@njbia.org
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-DOH-Order-fv.pdf
mailto:nmbiz@nmbizcoalition.org


 
 
New York 
 
On March 22, Gov. Andrew Cuomo issued guidance through Empire State Development for 
businesses to reduce their in-office presence by 100% with the exception of those 
manufacturers considered “essential.” This stay in place order was extended until April 29. 
 
Empire State Development has developed this listing of businesses considered “essential” for 
the purpose of this order, including a number of manufacturers, specifically including food 
processing, all foods and beverages, chemicals, medical equipment/instruments, 
pharmaceuticals, safety and sanitary products, telecommunications, microelectronics/semi-
conductor, agriculture/farms and paper products. 
 
If the function of your business is not included in the list but you believe it should be deemed 
essential, you may request designation as an essential business. You can email those 
applications to covid19designations@esd.ny.gov.  
 
The state has set up a portal and FAQ for businesses to submit business-related COVID-19 
issues and questions. 
 
Per the NAM’s state partner, the Business Council of New York, suppliers that make material 
products for essential businesses are included as essential businesses. However, to the extent 
that these suppliers produce material for both essential and non-essential businesses, it is 
expected that the suppliers will adhere to the requirements to reduce employees for non-
essential lines/production activities to the extent practical.  Regardless, employers are strongly 
encouraged to allow employees to work from home for those employees not needed in the 
actual manufacture of materials/products that are part of the essential business supply chain 
(i.e. human resources, accounting, etc.). 
 
Earlier in the week, Governor Cuomo issued an executive order closing all indoor common 
areas of shopping centers, restaurants should limit themselves to take-out and delivery orders, 
and closing all places of public amusement, both indoor and outdoor. Limits on mass gatherings 
and public spaces imposed on March 13 with no specific implications for manufacturers in the 
state.  
 
NYC has also ordered all establishments that serve food and drink closed until further notice, 
they may remain open for the sole purpose of carry-out and delivery orders. All entertainment 
venues ordered closed, commercial gyms closed. A shelter in place order has not yet been 
imposed. 
 
North Carolina 
 
On March 27, Gov. Cooper signed a stay at home executive order that closes businesses 
effective 30 days beginning Monday, March 30. It includes exemptions for manufacturers as 
defined by CISA, and adds additional language for manufacturers. 
 
Section 2(C)(2) incorporates the federal CISA guidelines by reference, while Section 2(C)(26) 
adds additional language for “Manufacture, distribution and supply chain for critical products and 
industries”: 
 

https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
https://twitter.com/NYGovCuomo/status/1247198469531541507?s=20
https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
https://esd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Request%20for%20Designation%20Form_0.pdf
mailto:covid19designations@esd.ny.gov
https://esd.ny.gov/covid-19-help?mc_cid=52b4180a7e&mc_eid=708d68a5ba
https://esd.ny.gov/novel-coronavirus-faq-businesses?mc_cid=52b4180a7e&mc_eid=708d68a5ba
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-2025-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency?mc_cid=52b4180a7e&mc_eid=708d68a5ba
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/international-travel-mass-gatherings-and-quarantines#mass-gatherings
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/executive-orders/2020/eeo-100.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO121-Stay-at-Home-Order-3.pdf


 
 

Manufacture, distribution and supply chain for critical products and industries. 
Manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services in and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, waste pickup and 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel and steel 
products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, communications, as well as products 
used or commonly sold by other COVID-19 Essential Businesses or Operations. 

 
The order requires businesses that remain operational to function at minimum basic operations 
and practice social distancing.  
 
Most notably, Section 4 of the order goes in great length to note that the statewide executive 
order does not prohibit local jurisdictions from imposing harsher restrictions in response to 
COVID-19 (Section 4-A). For that reason, a rundown of the existing local stay in place orders 
still follows below, though none have been so far enacted without exemptions for 
manufacturers. 
 

• On March 26, Buncombe County (Asheville) issued a stay at home order. The order 
incorporates CISA guidance, but also incorporates an exception for manufacturers who 
might not be covered by CISA, stating “Any manufacturer who retools so that a 
substantial part of their business is for the purpose of manufacturing and producing 
ventilators, personal protective equipment (PPE), or another good supporting medical 
response (e.g., sanitizer, disinfectant) is considered an “essential business” under this 
Order.” 

• On March 24, Guildford County (Greensboro) issued a stay at home order which 
incorporates exceptions for “federally identified critical infrastructure components” to be 
deemed essential and continue operating.  

• On March 25, Pitt County (Greenville) issued a stay at home order which incorporates 
CISA’s guidance on essential businesses permitted to remain open. 

• On March 26, Orange County (Chapel Hill, adjacent to Durham) issued a stay at home 
order which incorporates CISA’s guidance on essential businesses permitted to remain 
open. 

• The Town of Beaufort has issued a stay at home order which incorporates CISA’s 
guidance on essential businesses permitted to remain open. 

• On March 25, the Mayor of Durham issued a stay at home order which incorporates 
CISA’s guidance on essential businesses permitted to remain open. The city has also 
provided a FAQ resource.  

• On March 24, Mecklenburg County (which covers Charlotte) issued a stay in place order 
with an exemption (Section 20) for “manufacture, distribution and supply chain for critical 
products and industries.” The county also issued this FAQ resource.  

• On March 25, Cabarrus County (adjacent to the Charlotte area) issued a stay in place 
order that includes exemptions for essential industries, which in this order includes 
“Manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries.” (Section 
20) 

The NAM has worked closely with its state partner the NC Chamber to shape the order ahead of 
its implementation. The NC Chamber on Saturday wrote Gov. Cooper urging to use shelter in 
place as a last resort, writing, “Manufacturers in our state are producing goods that we need in 

https://www.buncombecounty.org/common/health/Decl%20St%20of%20Em%20BE%20SAFE_STAY%20HOME%203-25-2020.pdf
https://htv-prod-media.s3.amazonaws.com/files/032420amendeddeclarationso-1585167686.pdf
https://www.pittcountync.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10436/2020-3-24_Second-Proclamation-of-Emergency-Restrictions-for-COVID-19-Response
https://www.orangecountync.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10271/Orange-County-Declaration-Stay-at-Home-3-25-20--Final
https://www.beaufortnc.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community/page/6307/2020.03.23_tob_declaration_2_stay_at_home_proclamation.pdf
https://durhamnc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/30043/City-of-Durham-Mayor-Emergency-Dec-Second-Amdmt-3-25-20_FINAL
https://durhamnc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/30039/Stay-At-Home-Order-FAQs_Final
https://www.mecknc.gov/news/Documents/Mecklenburg%20County%20Stay%20at%20Home%20Orders.pdf
https://www.mecknc.gov/news/Documents/COVID-19-Stay-at-Home-FAQ.pdf
https://cabarruscountync.sharepoint.com/CabarrusCounty/Docs/Public-Hearing-Notice/325-Emergency-Stay-Home-Proclamation-2020.pdf
https://ncchamber.com/2020/03/21/shelter-in-place-should-be-a-last-ditch-resort-north-carolina-must-instead-draw-on-decades-of-experience/


 
 
our daily lives, as well as resources that are integral to our nation’s response to COVID-19.” The 
NC Chamber has produced a resources page for NC businesses as they respond to COVID-19. 

The Business Emergency Operations Center in North Carolina remains the main point of 
contact for NC Business Operation questions. Please contact Persia Payne-Hurley with NCDPS 
for more. 

North Dakota 
 
On March 27, Gov. Burgum issued an executive order shutting down bars, restaurants and 
other public retail businesses with no apparent impact on manufacturers. 
 
The ND Department of Public health issued on March 30 travel restrictions requiring those 
traveling from a list of out-of-state destinations on this page to self-quarantine for 14 days upon 
arrival. The order exempts critical infrastructure workers as defined by the federal CISA 
guidance, inclusion of which came at the urging of the North Dakota Chamber. 
 
For more, contact Matt Gardner with the North Dakota Chamber. 
 
Ohio 
 
On April 2, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine extended the state’s stay in place order through May 1 and 
adopted a mandatory self-quarantine for out-of-state visitors. The order provides exemptions 
from both requirements for “essential” businesses, which the updated order defines as those 
industries identified by the federal CISA guidance as well as added language for manufacturing: 
 

Manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries. 
Manufacturing companies, distributors and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services in and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, waste pickup and 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel and steel 
products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, national defense, communications, 
as well as products used by other Essential Businesses and Operations. 

 
The order also provides a dispute settlement mechanism for instances where local orders might 
be in conflict, directing the Ohio Department of Public Health to settle the matter. Businesses 
that remain operational must enforce six-foot distances in between customers, provide hand 
sanitizers and provide hours during which vulnerable populations can patronize those 
businesses. 
 
On March 23, OMA's legal counsel, Bricker & Eckler, has produced this analysis of Ohio's stay-
at-home order and its impact on manufacturers. 
 
The NAM’s state partners, the Ohio Manufacturers’ Association, issued this additional guidance 
from their legal counsel. Click here for the Ohio Manufacturers’ Association’s resource page. 
 
OMA has also joined with the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio Manufacturing Extension 
Program to form the Ohio Manufacturing Alliance to combat COVID-19. Click here for a fact 
sheet on the alliance, and contact the group here. 

https://ncchamber.com/coronavirus-resource-guide-nc-business/
mailto:Persia.Payne-Hurley@ncdps.gov
https://www.governor.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/executive-orders/Executive%20Order%202020-6.1%20expanded%20business%20closures.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/travel-quarantine-orders
mailto:matt@ndchamber.com
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/OHOOD/2020/04/02/file_attachments/1418062/Signed%20Amended%20Director%27s%20Stay%20At%20Home%20Order.pdf
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https://ohiomfg.informz.net/ohiomfg/data/images/OMA%20MEMO%20RE_%20COVID-19%20Stay%20At%20Home%20Order.pdf
https://ohiomfg.informz.net/ohiomfg/data/images/OMA%20MEMO%20RE_%20COVID-19%20Stay%20At%20Home%20Order.pdf
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https://www.ohiomfg.com/covid-19-resources/
https://ohiomfg.informz.net/ohiomfg/data/images/OMA_Covid_FactSheetFINAL%203.27.20.pdf
http://repurposingproject@ohiomfg.com


 
 
Oklahoma 
 
On April 1, Gov. Stitt issued a new executive order that applies statewide that prohibits mass 
gatherings larger than 10 people, closes non-essential businesses and which clarifies previous 
self-quarantine orders to make exemptions for essential businesses. 
 
The latest order (in Section 20) adopts the federal CISA guidance as Oklahoma’s definition of 
essential businesses, and adds to it a number of additional manufacturing sectors as defined by 
this amended memorandum. The order maintains a mandatory, 14-day self-quarantine for those 
arriving in Oklahoma from Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, Washington, California or 
Louisiana. After direct input from the NAM’s partner, the State Chamber of Oklahoma, the new 
order exempts from this travel restriction workers who come into the state under the order’s 
definition of essential businesses. 
 
For those companies unsure about their status, Oklahoma has provided additional resources 
including an essential business list and exemption application form here. 
 
Oregon 
 
A March 23 order by Gov. Brown orders closed beginning March 24 the closure of businesses 
“for which close personal contact is difficult or impossible to avoid,” mostly applying to spas, 
gyms, amusement parts and the like. The order keeps closed bars and restaurants for on-
premises service. The restrictions appear only to affect retail businesses and do not affect 
manufacturing or other industrial operations, except to require businesses to practice maximum 
possible amounts of telework, and to “designate an employee or officer to establish, implement, 
and enforce social distancing policies.” 
 
Pennsylvania 
 
April 1: Gov. Wolf extended his stay in place order statewide, incorporating the same 
exemptions for essential business as designated within previous orders. 
 
April 3: Gov. Wolf closed applications for businesses to be determined as an “essential” 
business that is exempt from stay in place and business closure laws. The state will continue to 
review applications that have been made, but no longer accept new applications for a waiver. 
Please read the section below closely, which makes clear that companies do not necessarily 
have to apply for an exemption. 
 
While companies will not able to submit new exemption applications, we have maintained the 
information below as guidance and context for manufacturers. 
 

Beginning March 21, Gov. Wolf in Pennsylvana ordered all “non-life sustaining” 
businesses to close their physical locations. The state’s determination of which 
businesses are considered “life-sustaining” is based on NAICS codes, and can be found 
here. (Last updated April 1.) 
 
Additional guidance for manufacturers in the state is available via an updated FAQ 
document.  
 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1926.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1921.pdf
https://www.okcommerce.gov/covid19/
https://form.jotform.com/200885499982172
https://govsite-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/jkAULYKcSh6DoDF8wBM0_EO%2020-12.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20200401-GOV-Statewide-Stay-at-Home-Order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/all-non-life-sustaining-businesses-in-pennsylvania-to-close-physical-locations-as-of-8-pm-today-to-slow-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.scribd.com/document/452553026/UPDATED-4-00pm-April-1-2020-Industry-Operation-Guidance
https://www.scribd.com/document/452553026/UPDATED-4-00pm-April-1-2020-Industry-Operation-Guidance
https://www.scribd.com/document/452553495/UPDATED-1-45pm-March-27-2020-Life-Sustaining-Business-FAQs


 
 

That FAQ goes into more detail about how companies should determine whether they 
are “life-sustaining” under the PA orders, and whether to see an exempt business 
waiver. Since the current (March 24) yes/no list is based on NAICS codes, they advise 
companies to first see whether the NAICS code they use to (for instance) buy insurance 
or pay taxes matches up with the list provided by the state. If a company’s code falls 
within those categories, they are not required to seek a waiver and may remain open so 
long as they practice social distancing and other mitigation efforts. 
 
Companies that don’t fall within that list of “life-sustaining” businesses should apply for a 
waiver through the state of PA, determinations on which will be made to align as best as 
possible with the federal CISA guidance. The updated FAQ about on the state's order 
clarifies that businesses that have applied for a waiver should presume not to operate 
under the governor’s existing order unless informed explicitly by the state that they have 
received a waiver to do so. (See Question 3 here.) 
 
While waiver applications are now currently closed to new submissions, 
Pennsylvania had made available business waiver application form. According to the 
governor’s office, exemptions would be made with an eye toward the federal CISA 
guidance. The update came after a flood of exemption requests directed into the 
governor’s office by the NAM. We had also directed companies to the following key 
contacts in Pennsylvania: 
 
 

 Companies should please email RA-dcexemption@pa.gov with the Institute’s 
name, you or another contact person, contact information and DCED will be in 
touch with details about the process. 

 The governor’s office has set up a hotline and email address for manufacturers to 
send questions regarding their ability to continue operations: 1-866-466-3972 or 
ra-dcedcs@pa.gov 

 Elena Cross in the governor’s office is the lead staff contact: elecross@pa.gov 
 

Puerto Rico 
 
The government of Puerto Rico has imposed some of the most severe restrictions on 
businesses, ordering most businesses closed including manufacturers. Manufacturers may 
petition for exemptions under these guidelines issued March 18 by the Puerto Rico Department 
of Economic Development and Commerce. Please click here for a copy of that order. 
 
The NAM’s state partner in Puerto Rico issued this guidance (in Spanish), and the NAM is 
working to ensure manufacturers’ continued ability to operate in Puerto Rico. 
 
Rhode Island 
 
On March 28, Gov. Raimondo issued a stay in place order that orders closed only non-essential 
retail businesses.in the state. The order has no apparent impact for manufacturers at first read. 
Gov. Raimondo has also ordered all out-of-state visitors – not just those from New York – who 
travel to the state for a non-work reason to self-quarantine for 14 days. 
 
For more, contact Deb Cochrane with the Rhode Island Manufacturers Association. 
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South Carolina 
 
On April 6, Gov. McMaster issued an updated stay at home order requiring a list of “non-
essential” businesses like entertainment venues, recreational and athletic facilities, and close-
contact service providers to close, while also for the first time defining the list of “essential” 
activities for which individuals could leave their homes. The order, in Section F(1), defines 
“essential” businesses as those identified by the federal CISA guidelines. The order will stay in 
effect through the duration of the state of emergency for South Carolina is in effect, and 
empowers the South Carolina Department of Commerce to issue additional clarifications. 
 
The South Carolina Department of Commerce can be reached at the following contact 
information: covid19sc@sccommerce.com or at 803-734-2873.  
 
Also on April 3, Gov. McMaster issued an order affecting rental properties that exempts in 
Section 1(D)(2) those individuals engaged in operations or services identified by the federal 
CISA guidance, as well as 
 

Individuals operating commercial vehicles transporting essential goods and products, 
such as food, water, medicine, medical supplies and equipment, fuels and petroleum 
products (to include fuel oil, diesel oil, gasoline, kerosene, propane, and liquid 
petroleum), livestock, poultry, feed for livestock and poultry, and crops and other 
agricultural products ready to be harvested (to include timber and wood chips); 
individuals employed by airlines; and individuals otherwise engaged in commercial 
transportation activities. 

 
Crucially, in Section 1(E), Gov. McMaster also applied these exemptions to his previous 
executive order that imposed travel restrictions for out-of-state visitors to South 
Carolina. That order imposed a mandatory 14-day quarantine for individuals who have traveled 
to the state from high-risk areas, specifically the states of New York, New Jersey, and 
Connecticut, as well as the City of New Orleans, Louisiana.  
 
The clarification came after direct advocacy by the NAM’s state partner, the SC Chamber, and 
the NAM urging Gov. McMaster to clarify the travel restrictions to clearly designate 
manufacturing as essential. 
 
South Dakota 
 
On April 6, Gov. Noem signed two new executive orders, the first (statewide) one encouraging 
businesses to modify practices or scale down operations. The order urges South Dakota 
businesses to maximize telework and implement social distancing, and strongly encourages 
enclosed retail establishments to modify or suspend business. Though the order makes no 
formal requirements of businesses, it references the federal CISA guidance as the guidelines for 
essential businesses that should not be limited by the order. 
 
A second order signed by Noem requires vulnerable individuals (defined by the order to include 
adults over the age of 65 and those with underlying medical conditions) in Minnehaha and 
Lincoln Counties (covering the Sioux Falls are) to stay at home. However, individuals within 
those categories who are employed in "essential" businesses as defined by the federal CISA 
guidance are exempt from the order.  

https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-04-06%20eFILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-21%20-%20Stay%20at%20Home%20or%20Work%20Order.pdf
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Tennessee 
 
On April 2, Gov. Lee signed an executive order requiring those in Tennessee to stay in place 
until April 14, with exemptions for essential business as defined by his earlier Executive Order 
No. 22. (The previous order had closed most businesses and established the framework for 
"essential" businesses, but had only "urged" individuals to stay in place.) 
 
Attachment A specifies essential businesses allowed to continue operating, incorporating the 
federal CISA guidance in Section 1, and adding additional exemptions for manufacturers in 
Section 25: 
 

Manufacturing, distribution and supply chain for critical products and industries. 
This includes but is not limited to: manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply 
chain companies producing and supplying essential products and services in and for 
industries such as pharmaceutical, technology, bio technology, healthcare, chemicals, 
sanitation, waste pick up and disposal, agriculture and agricultural products, food and 
beverage, household consumer products, transportation, energy, steel and steel 
products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, Defense and National Defense, and 
communications, as well As products used by or component parts of other Essential 
Services. 

 
For more, contact Kelly Boutwell with the Tennessee Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Texas 
 
On March 31, Gov. Abbott signed an executive order requiring Texans to minimize in-person 
contact with other people who are not part of the same household, and which adopts an 
“essential” business designation that consists of everything contained within the revised version 
of the federal CISA guidance. The order requires the Texas Division of Emergency 
Management to maintain a list of essential businesses (found here), along with an exemption 
request form (which can be found on the same page) and email address: 
EssentialServices@tdem.texas.gov  
 
The March 31 order supersedes any local ordinance that restricts essential businesses as 
identified within GA-14. It leaves in place travel restrictions identified in previous orders. 
 
NEW: The Texas Division of Emergency Management issued an update to their travel 
restriction guidance to clarify that businesses identified as essential in Order GA-14 are 
considered essential and do not need to apply for a waiver under the travel restrictions put into 
place in previous orders. The agency emphasized that employees of companies covered by the 
CISA Essential Critical Infrastructure Guidance should carry a letter from their employer 
identifying them as such and stating that they are traveling for a business purpose. 
 
The travel orders signed by Abbott imposed mandatory self-quarantines for travelers from 
geographies with high outbreaks of COVID-19 to subject themselves to a mandatory, 14-day 
self-quarantine upon arrival in Texas. Abbott’s first order (GA-11) affected those traveling from 
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut or the City of New Orleans. On March 30, Abbott expanded 
that order to include travelers from California, Washington state, Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit and 
Miami. That order was also expanded to include the entire state of Louisiana and ordered the 
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Texas Department of Public Safety to enforce a mandatory border quarantine for those arriving 
from Louisiana.  
 
For companies unclear about their status can complete this form to seek additional exemptions 
from the travel restrictions. 
 
The NAM’s state partners have indicated that companies are able to continue operations while 
awaiting a determination from TDEM, but recommends making sure that all essential workers 
have their company ID and a credential or letter indicating that they are an essential worker for 
your company as specified by the federal CISA guidance. 
 
On March 22, the County of Dallas issued a “shelter in place” order that provides exemptions for 
businesses identified as “essential” within the federal CISA guidance, along with "any 
manufacturer who retools so that a substantial part of their business is for the purpose of 
manufacturing and producing ventilators," who may apply for an "essential business" 
exemption.  
 
On March 24, Harris County Judge issued a stay-at home order until April 3, residents are to 
stay home except for groceries and errands, or if they work in essential industries.  This order 
applies to unincorporated Harris County as well the city of Houston and other municipalities. 
The order lists as essential those industries identified by the federal CISA guidance, and makes 
additional exemptions for manufacturers in Section 2(b)(xi): 
 

Infrastructure, Development, Operation and Construction. For example, public 
works construction, construction of housing or other types of construction including 
commercial, manufacturing, airport operations and aircraft manufacturing, maintenance 
or repair, water, sewer, gas, electrical, oil refining, roads and highways, public 
transportation, solid waste collection and removal, internet, and telecommunications 
systems (including the provision of essential global, national, and local infrastructure for 
computing services, business infrastructure, communications, and web-based services).  

 
Workers in the energy industry as well as at the Port of Houston, which Mayor Sylvester Turner 
said are crucial to the local economy, will be allowed to remain on the job. They must implement 
social distancing rules. 
 
On March 24, the city of Ft. Worth issued a stay at home order that adopts the federal CISA 
guidance as the standard for exemptions as “essential” business operations. 
 
Galveston County issued a stay-at-home order, businesses identified as “essential” within the 
federal CISA guidance, along with "any manufacturer who retools so that a substantial part of 
their business is or will be producing medical supplies in response to shall be considered an 
essential business.  
 
On March 24, the City of Austin issued a stay in place order that, in Exhibit B attached with the 
order, exempts critical manufacturing in Section 2(d) and in Section 2(q) incorporates by 
reference the federal CISA guidelines. 
 
 
 
 

https://tdem.texas.gov/ga-11-and-ga-12-travel-exemption-form/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/coronavirus/dallas-county-to-give-update-on-covid-19-restrictions/2336502/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Harris-County-prepares-shelter-in-place-order-as-15151465.php
https://www.readyharris.org/Stay-Home
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/harris-county-shelter-in-place-stay-at-home-order-15153071.php
https://dfw.cbslocal.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15909545/2020/03/DECLARATION-OF-LOCAL-DISASTER-FIFTH-AMENDED-FINAL-2.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6817903-Galveston-County-Order-to-Stay-Home-Official.html#text/p1
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Order%2020200324-007%20-%20Stay%20Home%20-%20Work%20Safe.pdf


 
 
Utah 
 
On March 28, Gov. Herbert issued recommendations that Utahns stay at home, but the order 
specifies that it is not a “stay in place” order. 
 
Vermont 
 
On March 30, Gov. Scott issued an order requiring “any person, resident or non-resident, 
travelling into Vermont for anything other than an essential purpose” to immediately self-
quarantine for 14 days or the balance of 14 days dating from the day of arrival. This order, in 
Section 2, defines as essential purposes those activities outlined in the March 24 order which 
exempts manufacturers. 
 
On March 24, Governor Scott issued a stay in place order closing all non-essential business. 
The order includes manufacturing among those essential businesses exempted from the order, 
defined as, “critical manufacturing, including food and animal feed manufacturing, processing 
and supply, pharmaceuticals and other manufacturing necessary to support the COVID-19 
response as well as economic and national security.” The order does not mention the federal 
CISA guidance. 
 
The order further charges the Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development 
(ACCD) to develop additional guidance as to what businesses are critical to health and safety, 
along with a process for responding to questions regarding acceptable continuation of business 
operations. Secretary Michael Schirling can be emailed here (michael.schirling@vermont.gov) 
and deputy secretary Ted Brady (ted.brady@vermont.gov) here. 
 
Virginia 
 
On March 30, Gov. Northam issued a stay in place order that, in Section 2(b), says that its 
terms do not apply “to the operation of businesses not required to close to the public under 
Executive Order 53.” 
 
Executive Order 53, issued by Northam on March 23, imposed mass gathering restrictions that 
appear to apply only to retail business establishments. Other businesses “offering professional 
services” are allowed to remain open, though they are encouraged to adopt social distancing 
and telework standards wherever possible. Additional guidance from Gov. Northam’s office is 
posted here. For more, contact Kimberly Noonan with the Virginia Manufacturers Association.  
 
Washington 
 
On April 2, Gov. Inslee extended until May 4 his “stay at home” executive order shuttering all 
non-essential businesses in Washington State until April 6. The order, in Section 1(b), 
incorporates by reference the federal CISA guidance as the designation of essential 
manufacturing businesses. See the “Federal” section above for more detail there. Washington 
issued a critical infrastructure clarification document alongside the order, which mirrors the CISA 
guidance. 
 
Businesses seeking clarification as to whether their business qualifies as essential under this 
guidance can email business@mil.wa.gov. There is also a form which businesses can fill out 
here to “register” as essential.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qey2xIxAEqIxiiAHJyHSxBosmjetkbN7/view
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%207%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%206%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20.pdf
mailto:michael.schirling@vermont.gov
mailto:ted.brady@vermont.gov
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-53-Temporary-Restrictions-Due-To-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/Frequently-Asked-Questions-Regarding-EO-53.pdf
mailto:knoonan@vamanufacturers.com
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-extends-stay-home-stay-healthy-through-may-4
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/WA%20Essential%20Critical%20Infrastructure%20Workers%20%28Final%29.pdf
mailto:business@mil.wa.gov
https://mil.wa.gov/business-re-entry-registration


 
 
 
The NAM’s state partner, the Association of Washington Business, which worked closely with 
Gov. Inslee to ensure basic essential designations for manufacturers, has posted an extensive 
resource page regarding the emergency order here. For more, contact Jason Hagey with the 
Association of Washington Business. 
 
West Virginia 
 
On April 4, Gov. Jim Justice issued executive orders tightening restrictions on business 
operations in six counties within West Virginia, covering its eastern panhandle near Washington, 
D.C. and the area surrounding the state capital of Charleston. The order requires essential 
businesses that continue operations to implement remote work to the “maximum extent 
possible,” and empowers local health departments to establish protocols to limit occupancy of 
businesses on a per-square-foot basis. The NAM’s state partner, the West Virginia 
Manufacturers Association, understands this order to apply mostly to essential retail 
businesses, but the NAM will continue to monitor the local health developments to assess 
impact for manufacturers. 
 
On March 30, Gov. Justice issued an executive order that directs people who have traveled to 
West Virginia from hot spots such as New York, Connecticut, Louisiana, Italy or China to 
quarantine for 14 days if they travel to the state. anyone traveling into West Virginia from a high-
risk area to quarantine for 14 days.   
 
In regards to specific language on travel exemptions, it states:  
 

This measure does not apply to any commercial activity, including without limitation 
commercial trucking activities and individuals who commute into or out of state for work, 
persons performing any emergency, health, military, or infrastructure response activities 
necessitating travel into the state, or persons otherwise engaged in and traveling for 
Essential Businesses and Operations under terms of executive order 9-20. 

 
That order, issued by Gov. Jim Justice on March 23, imposed a stay-at-home order that goes 
into effective March 24, 2020 at 8:00 PM.  
 
The order temporarily shuts down all non-essential business, exempting “essential” businesses 
as defined by the federal CISA guidance, with added exemptions for the “manufacture, 
distribution, and supply chain for critical products or industries.” 
 
In regards to specify language for exemption for manufacturing it states:  
 

Manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries: 
manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, bio technology, healthcare chemicals and sanitation, waste pick up in 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy Iron ore, steel and steel 
products, aluminum and aluminum products, petroleum propane and fuel, mining, 
construction, national defense, communications, as well as products used by other 
essential business les is an operations including without limitation filters in filtration 
products and services. (Here is a link to the full order.) 

 

https://www.awb.org/olympia-business-watch/?bid=20506&utm_source=voter-voice&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=blog-covid-guide
mailto:Jasonh@awb.org
https://governor.wv.gov/Documents/2020%20Executive%20Orders/SKM_C335120040508170.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6821433-EO14-20-Rotated.html
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89504
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89504


 
 
In a call with the WVMA, General Jim Hoyer of the West Virginia National Guard indicated the 
administration is monitoring the orders issued by other states relative to industry and are tuned 
in to the concerns of WVMA members. He noted the awareness of the need to maintain 
manufacturing supply chains, and the obvious issues associated with plant shutdowns and the 
need to maintain essential services in any case. He further advised that companies should 
continue to take protective measures with regard to safety and hygiene including medical 
surveillance and modifying work spaces to allow social distancing. 
 
For more, contact Rebecca McPhail with the West Virginia Manufacturers Association. 
 
Wisconsin 
 
On March 24, Gov. Evers issued a stay in place order that closes all nonessential businesses in 
Wisconsin, with exceptions for manufacturers.  
 
Section 13(a) defines as essential those manufacturers include in the federal CISA guidance, 
specifically noting that this information was updated on March 23 (see the federal information 
above). Section 13(v) also offers this additional exemption for manufacturers: 
 

Manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries. 
Manufacturing companies, distributors, and supply chain companies producing and 
supplying essential products and services in and for industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitation, waste pickup and 
disposal, agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel and steel 
products, petroleum and fuel, mining, construction, national defense, communications, 
and products used by other Essential Governmental Functions and Essential 
Businesses and Operations 

 
If a company is not listed as an essential business or operation, the order directs them to refer 
to this resource with the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation for clarification. 
Businesses that continue operations are required to practice minimum basic operations and 
social distancing and telework where possible. 
 
Companies are further encouraged in the order to look to the Wisconsin Department of 
Homeland Security for additional guidance. 
 
The NAM’s state partner, the Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce, has been assembling 
considerable resources for manufacturers to help them navigate the response to stay in place 
orders and state policy to support manufacturers in the state. Click here for some of those 
resources, including two informational webinars.  
 
Wyoming 
 
Governor Gordon extended public health orders #1, 2, and 3, to expire on April 17, 2020. Order 
#1 relates to the closing of bars, restaurants, theaters, gymnasiums, childcare centers, K-12 
schools, colleges, universities, and trade schools statewide. Order #2 prohibits gatherings of 10 
or more people. Order #3 directs the closure of nail salons, hair salons, barber shops, massage 
parlors, tattoo, body art and piercing shops, and cosmetology, electrology, and esthetic 
services.  
 

mailto:Rebecca@wvma.com
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO12-SaferAtHome.pdf
http://www.wedc.org/essentialbusiness
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wmc.org/wmc-covid-19-update-march-18-2020/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pd9fC6RwQ8sAHGyXt4QT3KvEFpA9kbRL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pd9fC6RwQ8sAHGyXt4QT3KvEFpA9kbRL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rzuNAebcv7ItKp8t841d1PwUiMG3ngam/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5qrWKleQRYCwdGdOu5RZxFoxKEobDuc/view


 
 
Governor Gordon issued an executive order closing bars and restaurants for on-site 
consumption, theaters, gymnasiums, childcare facilities, K-12 schools, colleges, universities and 
trade schools statewide. Governor Gordon announced the formation of Coronavirus Task 
Forces. 
 
CURRENT SCHEDULE OF STAY IN PLACE ORDERS 
 

State Order Enacted Expiration Date 

Alabama 4-Apr 30-Apr 

Alaska 28-Mar 11-Apr 

Arizona 31-Mar 30-Apr 

Arkansas 27-Mar Until further notice 

California 19-Mar Until further notice 

Colorado 25-Mar 30-Apr 

Connecticut 20-Mar 22-Apr 

Delaware 12-Mar Until further notice 

Florida 3-Apr 30-Apr 

Georgia 14-Mar 13-Apr 

Hawaii 25-Mar 30-Apr 

Idaho 25-Mar 15-Apr 

Illinois 20-Mar 30-Apr 

Indiana 23-Mar 20-Apr 

Iowa 17-Mar 16-Apr 

Kansas 24-Mar 1-May 

Kentucky 26-Mar Until further notice 

Louisiana 23-Mar 30-Apr 

Maine 18-Mar 30-Apr 

Maryland 30-Mar Until further notice 

Massachusetts 24-Mar 4-May 

Michigan 23-Mar 13-Apr 

Minnesota 25-Mar 10-Apr 

Mississippi 24-Mar 17-Apr 

Missouri 6-Apr 24-Apr 

Montana 28-Mar 10-Apr 

Nebraska N/A N/A 

Nevada 20-Mar 30-Apr 

New Hampshire 27-Mar 4-May 

New Jersey 21-Mar Until further notice 

New Mexico 23-Mar Until further notice 

New York 20-Mar 29-Apr 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eZOuS3LFsd2KZESCa2ygjcfT4tiMBGIH/view
https://governor.wyo.gov/media/news-releases/2020-news-releases/governor-gordon-announces-coronavirus-task-forces


 
 

North Carolina 30-Mar 29-Apr 

North Dakota   Until further notice 

Ohio 22-Mar 1-May 

Oklahoma 24-Mar 23-Apr 

Oregon 24-Mar Until further notice 

Pennsylvania 19-Mar Until further notice 

Puerto Rico 15-Mar Until further notice 

Rhode Island 23-Mar 13-Apr 

South Carolina 3-Apr Until further notice 

South Dakota 23-Mar 2-May 

Tennessee 23-Mar 14-Apr 

Texas 20-Mar Varies 

Utah N/A Until further notice 

Vermont 25-Mar 15-Apr 

Virginia 30-Mar 10-Jun 

Washington 23-Mar 4-May 

West Virginia 24-Mar Until further notice 

Wisconsin 24-Mar 24-Apr 

Wyoming N/A Until further notice 

 


