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Does my shipment require a  
Lacey Act Declaration? 
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No Yes 

Is the HTS Code on our implementation Schedule?	


(See Lacey Act Website)	



Is it a Formal Entry?	



Does your shipment contain plant material or 
products made of plant material?	



No 

No 

No 
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The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then 
insert it again.



Simplifying the Process 

www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/lacey_act/ 
 
•  “Special Use Designations” 

•  Species Groupings 

•  New Rulemaking 

•  Streamlined Submission Process 
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Current Special Use Designations 



Request Additional Species Groupings 

•  Please submit requests to: lacey.act.declaration@aphis.usda.gov  

•  Requests should include the following information: 
–  Proposed Species Grouping name (Example: SPF for “Spruce, Pine, 

and Fir”). (actual commercially used trade name)  
–  List of species. Finite listing. No genus and/or family only.  
–  Country/countries where each of these species is grown. Identify wild 

harvest vs plantation for each species/country listed.  
–  Explanation of how this name is used in trade, including a full 

explanation regarding the types and volumes of trade, as well as why 
the designation is used.  

–  Explanation of why the similarities in this group would make identifying 
the particular species in any individual shipment difficult, costly, and/or 
time consuming.  
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Common Food Crop/Common Cultivar 

Definitions Published in 2013 Final Rule 

 

A Common Food Crop is a plant that: 
•  Is raised, grown, or cultivated for human or animal 

consumption; and 
•  Is a species or hybrid, or a selection thereof, that is produced 

on a commercial scale; and 

•  Plants that cannot be considered Common Food Crops: 
–  CITES or ESA listed 
–  Protected by State Law 
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Common Food Crop/Common Cultivar 

Definitions Published in 2013 Final Rule 

 

A Common Cultivar is a plant (except a tree) that: 
•  Has been developed through artificial selection for specific 

morphological or physiological characteristics; and 
•  Is a species or hybrid, or a selection thereof, that is produced 

on a commercial scale; and 

•  Plants that cannot be considered Common Cultivars: 
–  CITES or ESA listed 
–  Protected by State Law 
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Common Food Crop/Common Cultivar 

Requests for Additions to Illustrative List 
•  Please submit requests to: 

lacey.act.declaration@aphis.usda.gov  

•  Requests should include the following information: 
–  Scientific name of the plant (genus, species); 
–  Common or trade names; 
–  Annual trade volume (e.g., cubic meters) or weight (e.g., metric 

tons/ kilograms) of the commodity; and 
–  Any other information that will help us make a determination, 

such as countries or regions where grown, estimated number of 
acres or hectares in commercial production, and so on. 
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