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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
Breaking News: Hospitality Industry Emergency Relief (HIRE) Fund Established to Help 

Kansas Hospitality Businesses Affected by COVID-19 

The $5 million program will provide emergency loans to Kansas restaurants, hotels and other 
hospitality businesses in response to the economic impacts of the novel coronavirus. Eligible 

businesses can receive up to $20,000 at 0% interest for a period of 36 months. 
 
TOPEKA, Kan. – Governor Laura Kelly has established the Hospitality Industry Relief 
Emergency (HIRE) Fund to assist Kansas hospitality businesses in response to the economic 
impacts of COVID-19. 

Eligible businesses in Kansas can apply for a one-time emergency loan up to $20,000 at 0% 
interest for a period of 36 months. There will be no principal or interest payments for the first 
four months. The program will be administered by the Kansas Department of Commerce and 
NetWork Kansas. 

“The hospitality industry is one of the hardest hit by the COVID-19 outbreak, due to restrictions 
on both travel and group gatherings,” said Adam Mills, President & CEO of the Kansas 
Restaurant and Hospitality Association (KRHA). “Thousands of hospitality jobs and businesses 
in Kansas have been severely impacted. We are encouraged that Governor Kelly understands 
that this pandemic is an especially serious challenge for our industry, and that she’s committed 
to providing this support.” 

KRHA member Chuck Magerl of Free State Brewing Company in Lawrence addressed the 
public while KRHA Board member Kevin Timmons of Nick and Jake's and KRHA Board Chair 
Timirie Shibley of Doo-Dah Diner were present as Governor Kelly read the Hospitality Industry 
Relief Emergency Fund. 



The administration has allocated $5 million to the HIRE Fund in order to sustain operations in 
the hospitality sector. Funds will be strategically distributed across the state to maximize relief 
and focus on the areas most affected. 

● $2 million to the KC Metro area (incl. Johnson, Wyandotte, Shawnee and Douglas 
counties) 

● $1 million to Sedgwick County 
● $2 million to the remainder of the state 

The funds can be used as working capital for business expenses including commercial loan 
payments, commercial lease payments, utility bills, payroll, accounts payable and inventory.  

In order to be eligible to receive HIRE funds, businesses must: 

● Be a restaurant, bar, lodging facility, conference center or event center (other hospitality 
businesses may be approved on a case by case basis) 

● Be an existing for-profit business located in Kansas 
● Be registered as an LLC, sole proprietorship, S-Corp, C-Corp or limited partnership 
● Maintain a staff of fewer than 100 employees 
● Have no outstanding state tax obligations 
● Be willing to submit a personal guarantee of repayment from the owners of the business 

Businesses can apply online here: 
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/covid-19-response/hospitality-industry-relief-emergency-hire-
fund/hirefund-application/ 

Rollout of the loan program will be swift. Decisions on loan applications will be made within 72 
hours of application receipt, 7 days a week. Funds will be transferred within 48 hours of 
approval. 

About the Kansas Restaurant and Hospitality Association (KRHA) 

Founded in 1929, the Kansas Restaurant and Hospitality Association (KRHA) is the leading 
business association for restaurants, hotels, motels, country clubs, private clubs and allied 
businesses in Kansas. The Association works to represent, educate and promote the rapidly 
growing industry of hospitality in Kansas. For more information about the KRHA, visit KRHA.org. 
 
About the KRHA Educational Foundation (KRHAEF) 

Founded in 1996, the Educational Foundation of the Kansas Restaurant and Hospitality 
Association (KRHAEF) is committed to supporting the journey of individuals who have 
discovered the boundless opportunities the hospitality industry provides to anyone willing to 
work hard, learn and grow. From helping high school students get started on the hospitality 
career path through ProStart, to industry training and development through ServSafe®, the 
KRHAEF works to educate and grow a qualified workforce while enriching the current industry. 
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