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PLEASE JOIN US!
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2014

hope
for

benefitting maryhurst

Thursday, January 30th, 2020
Dinner at 6:00pm · Bowling from 7:00-9:00pm
Strike & Spare · 6220 Shepherdsville Rd. Louisville, KY 40228

PRO BOWLER - $50
Lane, Shoes,
Dinner & Donation

FAN SUPPORTER - $25
Dinner & Donation

To RSVP contact
Missy Legel
mlegel@civildesigninc.com
502.242.9061
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President’s Statement
Kristen Crumpton, PE

W

hat an exciting time of the
year for the state of Kentucky
with the season of Fall and all
its beauty it brings and even experiencing
a touch of winter with our first snowfall
in early November. For KSPE the season
of Fall means many things for us, not only
is everyone excited for football but the
KSPE Chapters are in full swing with their
new administrative years and many KSPE
committees are kicking off their planning activities for major events such as MathCounts
competitions, Annual Convention, Chapter
Banquets, and Leadership PE. But with the
holidays just around the corner, it’s also a
time for reflection and giving thanks for the
many blessings in our lives, especially our
KSPE family. Below are some highlights from
the KSPE committees and upcoming events.

Professional Development
One of the many benefits of being a
KSPE member is the number of continuing
education opportunities that are available
throughout the year. Over the last several
years, the Professional Development Committee has planned and KSPE has offered
“One Day Seminars” at locations throughout
the state. Please take a moment to access
the KSPE web page at www.kyengcenter.org
to view all of the professional development/
training opportunities we have to offer. We
are constantly updating the calendar as new
training courses are added. A huge thanks to
Kelly Meyer and the Professional Development committee for their continuing efforts
in putting together a year-long schedule of
training courses that provide value to our
members and partners throughout the State.
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Chapter Visits
Over the next few months, Executive
Director Sara Massey and I will be embarking on a state tour making stops in Northern
Kentucky, Louisville, Lexington, Frankfort,
and other chapters to meet with membership
and attend a chapter meeting. Each chapter
should be commended for their commitment
to KSPE and their efforts to advance the KSPE
initiatives and increase membership. We look
forward to meeting many of you in the coming
months.

Photo 1

Mathcounts
The MathCounts committee is hard at work
preparing for the chapter and state competitions and the committee will hold several
planning meetings starting in November
and running through March 2020. I have
personally been involved with the Louisville
Chapter and State MathCounts program for 16
years and find it rewarding in so many ways.
I encourage any of you who are interested in
getting more involved, by contributing your
time or resources to the program, to contact
the Kentucky Engineering Center staff and
they will put you in touch with the right people. As a reminder, the Kentucky MathCounts
program is the only one in the country to provide scholarships at both the chapter and state
level. The Chapter competitions will be held on
February 15, 2020 and the State competition
will be held on March 21, 2020 at Western
Kentucky University in Bowling Green.

Golf Classic
We enjoyed another highly successful
Engineer’s golf classic on September 18th,
with 176 golfers participating this year! The
weather was beautiful for the event, and we
raised over $16,000 with a major portion of
that benefitting our scholarship program and
future engineers. The Golf Classic committee
did another great job of organizing and we
want to thank all the sponsors, organizers,
and participants that make this event such a
success year after year.
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Leadership P.E.

Leadership PE class photo

The 22nd class of Leadership P.E. kicked off
its program in September with their initial session being held at Lake Cumberland State Park
in Jamestown, Kentucky. Once again, we have
an exceptional group of “students” this year
as well as a great group of dedicated session
deans who give their time year after year to
this one-of-a-kind program. We want to thank
these folks for their continued commitment to
this program and without them it would not be
a success. I’m proud to say that many of our
chapter and state-level officers and committee
members are Leadership PE alumni and this
is a true testament to its lasting relevance
to KSPE. The next session will be held in
Louisville in November, hosted by the United
States Army Corp of Engineers Louisville
District. Congratulations to the newest class
of Leadership PE.

Annual Convention
(Session Dean, M. Chad Larue)

“

There is another exciting Annual Convention
in the works for April 2020, which will be held
in Lexington at the Marriott Griffin Gate. Darin
Hensley and the organizing committee are hard at
work putting together a wide variety of seminars
and events which will bring value to our membership and allow those wishing to earn PDH hours
an easy way to do so while connecting with other
engineers and professionals from around the state.
Look to the website and newsletters in the coming
months for details. Registration will be opening
soon.

In closing, Fall is a time for us to reflect
on the many blessings in our lives and give
thanks. I would especially like to give thanks
to all of our KSPE members for recognizing the
value of this organization, to our employers
who support us as KSPE members, and all my
fellow KSPE board members and committee
chairs/members who give their time to this
organization so that we, as a membership
body, can experience the many advantages of
being a KSPE member. Thank you all for your
continuing support of KSPE and I hope you
have a wonderful holiday season.

...With the holidays just around the corner, it’s also a time for
reflection and giving thanks for the many blessings in our lives,
especially our KSPE family.”
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Executive Director’s Statement

Sara Massey

Brian Aldridge,
Leadership PE Dean

T

he Kentucky Engineering center has
recently had a new member join our
staff and our KSPE family. Edward
Warren started in September as the Communications and Office Specialist. If you have noticed the recent increase in our external communications, especially on our social media
accounts, that is all thanks to Edward. Please
give Edward a warm welcome by following
our Twitter (@kyengineers) and Instagram
(kyengineers) accounts. In this role, Edward is
also the office coordinator for Mathcounts and
our Leadership PE program days. Edward is
a recent graduate from the University of Kentucky with a Business Administration degree
in Marketing. Please feel free to reach out to
Edward at Edward@kyengcenter.org.

Thanks to our Deans

Rob Mullins , Leadershi PE Dean,
going into details of leadership

I would like to take a moment to say thank
you to our Leadership PE session deans. We
are now halfway through this year’s Leadership PE program and our session deans are the
true unsung heros. All of our deans volunteer
their time to put together a thoughtful, entertaining, and beneficial day of programming.
Our sessions would not be possible without
their commitment and we are truly grateful for
their involvement.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
Roddy Williams
•
Rob Mullins
•
Mike Harris
•
Daniel Gilbert
•
Bret Lavey
•
Brian Aldridge
•
Kyle R. Guthrie
•
Chad LaRue
•
Linda Bridwell
Raymond E. Frye, Jr.

Daniel Clay Kelly
John Loechle
Stephanie Laughlin
Wesley Sydnor
Stephen Scott
Chad Mccormick
Melissa Cansler
Jeff Lashlee
Ben T. Quinn, Jr., PE
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Mike Harris, Leadership PE dean,
overlooking his class at work.

Fall 2019 | Volume 56

Committee Involvement
Are you interested in becoming more involved with KSPE? Have you ever considered
joining one of our committees? KSPE has 17
working committees that are a great start in
increasing your involvement. You can explore
all of our committees on the website (www.
kyengcenter.org) or in the 2019/2020 Membership Directory. Please let me (Sara@kyengcenter.org) or Edward (Edward@kyengcenter.
org) know if you have any questions or interest
in any of our committees.

KSPE Logo
You may have noticed in this edition of the
Kentucky Engineer that the KSPE logo has
been updated. This summer, the KSPE Board
of Directors voted to approve changing our
logo to better highlight our partnership with
NSPE. We are excited about this change and
feel this linkage will better promote our brand
and visibility with our NSPE counterparts
and improve our joint efforts for membership
recruitment. We hope you like the new logo!

Upgrading to ORD
With the high demand for the Upgrading to
OpenRoads Designer (ORD) class, the KEC
has added three (3) additional weeks of the
class to allow more opportunity for individuals to receive training. These open classes
are scheduled for January 21-24, 28-31, and
February 10-13. Please reach out to Bryan
Smith, Bryan@kyengcenter.org, if you have any
questions about registering for the class.
We want to make sure all of our KSPE members have access to the training they need and
educational opportunities where there is an
interest. We welcome any recommendations of
trainings and seminars that you would like to
see from the KEC.
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PROVIDING A FULL CONTINUUM OF TECHNOLOGY SERVICES TO
RESTORE AND ENHANCE OUR NATION’S INFRASTRUCTURE

Nationally Known.

Close to Home.
BURGESS & NIPLE
Engineers n Architects n Planners

400 Blankenbaker Pkwy.
Suite 300
Louisville, KY 40243
502.254.2344

burgessniple.com

in



palmernet.com
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859.744.1218

Mobile LiDAR

MBAKERINTL.COM
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Client Focused • Performance Driven • Employee Owned

Services:
- Roadway Engineering
- Structural Engineering
- Environmental Studies
With 35 offices nationwide, our Lexington
and Louisville offices are ready to serve you.
hwlochner.com
Paris Pike Rehabilitation (U.S. 27/68) in Bourbon and Fayette Counties, KY

KENTUCKY GLASS LINED TANKS
Glass Tanks with a Heart of Steel tm

Potable Water Wastewater Leachate Fire Water
www.kytanks.com

859-253-3544

Creating lasting
connections in Kentucky
At Stantec, we design
with community in mind.

stantec.com
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The Road to
Kentucky’s Future
Must Be Paved
a Joint Op-Ed from the Business, City, and County Persepective

Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

K

entucky celebrated record-breaking economic investments
over the past few years and we must meet the infrastructure
demands these new investments create in order to reach our
full potential. Recent reports clearly show infrastructure maintained in
top condition is a key requirement for a healthy economy and without
increased investment, Kentucky will quickly fall behind. It is simple —
the road to Kentucky’s future must be paved.
Ask any business or community leader and they will tell you increasing
infrastructure investment is a no-brainer. Though great strides have been
made in recent years to pass pro-growth policies and shape Kentucky’s
competitive advantage, we are falling behind in this key area. Over
the past few years, most of our surrounding states, including Indiana,
Tennessee, Illinois, West Virginia and most recently Ohio, all took the
much-needed step and increased infrastructure investment by increasing
their gas tax along with other licenses and fees that support transportation investment.
No doubt, properly investing in our Commonwealth’s infrastructure may
cost a few extra pennies at the gas pump, but the cost to do nothing will
be much greater. The roads that we all depend on every day must be maintained to ensure safety and economic viability.
A recent report by the TRIP showed from 2013 to 2017, traffic fatalities as a result of crashes involving large trucks (10,000 lbs. or greater)
increased 20 percent and in Kentucky, an average of 19 people per one
million were killed annually in large truck crashes, the 14th highest rate
nationwide.
In the last Kentucky Infrastructure Report Card issued by the Kentucky Chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Kentucky
roads were given a D due to factors that included: congestion and delays,
pavement condition, needed improvements and insufficient road funding.
Kentucky must make the investment to secure we have the infrastructure
needed for safety, economic development and growth. It is simple —
the road to Kentucky’s future must be paved.
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Kentucky League of Cities
Kentucky cities, where populations are growing and businesses look to
locate, are seeing road funds dwindle as expenses climb. Eighty percent
of the state’s population increase in the past decade occurred in cities.
That means more people driving on city streets and bridges, requiring
more frequent repairs. It also increases the demand for new streets, sidewalks, bicycle lanes and other municipal transportation requirements.
Costs for municipalities have increased 17% in the past nine years,
while state and federal funding dropped 21%. These are the streets and
bridges that most Kentuckians drive to and from work, the transportation network they depend on to get their children to school safely and
the streets they travel for shopping and entertainment. To ensure they
remain safe and reliable, cities need the legislature to modernize how
this vital system is funded.
Money collected in the motor fuels tax goes into the state’s Road Fund,
which is divided among rural and incorporated areas based on a formula
that has not changed in half a century. By adding a few pennies at the
gas pump and modernizing that formula, Kentucky can provide the money cities need to maintain and develop the heavily traveled roads and
bridges that are often the heart of the state’s infrastructure network.
These city streets are key to the state’s economic future, but it is also
critical that Kentucky takes steps to ensure the transportation system we
all rely on is safe for our families.
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Kentucky Association of Counties
County roads make up half of all road miles in the state and 34 percent of
all bridges. That maintenance is funded primarily through the state’s Road
Fund and county-generated tax dollars. Counties are struggling, and in many
cases are unable to maintain their part of Kentucky’s crumbling transportation infrastructure.
The Road Fund has been declining or flat for years due in large part to
lower fuel prices and decreased consumption as technology continues to improve gas mileage and more drivers slowly but gradually choose electric and
hybrid vehicles. Changes in the calculation of the motor vehicle usage tax
also lowered incoming revenue, further exacerbating the funding shortage.
To make a bad situation worse, Kentucky’s federal toll credits, used as our
20 percent match for federal transportation dollars, will be gone by next
July. Kentucky’s formerly tolled parkway system and recently the Louisville
bridges tolls, allowed the state to accumulate and use toll credits as our 20
percent match on federally funded work on roads, bridges and other transportation-related needs.
Once these toll credits are gone, the state will have no choice but to use
cash from the already stressed and underfunded Road Fund for the federal
match.
This perfect storm has been forming and now brings our state to a crucial
fork in the crumbling road. With limited ways to raise revenues and county
general funds threadbare from mandated budget pressures like jail costs,
increased pension bills, and rising healthcare expenses, county leaders
are once again supporting and encouraging their legislators to vote for
an increase in transportation funding, including the motor fuels tax, and
capturing electric vehicles who use the road but pay nothing into the Road
Fund. It’s the top priority of the 2020 session for the Kentucky Association
of Counties.
During KACo’s annual conference at the end of October, elected county
officials were polled on various policy issues. When asked to estimate the
percentage of county roads in need of moderate to significant repair in their
county, the majority of officials polled responded that more than 40 percent
of county roads were in need of repair, and 25 percent of voters said that
number rose to more than 60 percent. In this poll, elected county officials
were also asked if they would support raising the gas tax to increase funding
for local roads and bridges.
An overwhelming majority of voters, 93 percent, support a gas tax increase. When asked how much the increase should be, nearly half support at
least a 10-cent increase.
We can’t keep putting this off. We think we’ll cross that bridge when we
come to it. Well, we’ve come to it, and it’s not even safe to cross anymore.
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Board of Licensure Report
Firm Renewals
All Firm Permits (also known as Business
Entity Permits) expire December 31, 2019.
The online firm renewal system is open and
accepting renewal payments at:
https://kyboels.ky.gov/Renewals/Pages/default.aspx
Be sure to select the “Online Firm Renewal”
option; not the individual renewal option.
Renewal takes only a few minutes and you can
pay the renewal fee online with a credit card.
Renewal Notices were mailed in late October.
Firms which renew after December 31 will
be assessed a 10% per month late payment
penalty. Firms which remain expired for more
than one year must file an application for
reinstatement of the firm’s permit.

Late individual Renewals
If you missed the June 30 renewal deadline
for renewal of your individual PE license (odd
number years for A-K and even number years
for L-Z), you have up to one year to renew using the online renewal system. The system will
automatically calculate a 10% per month late
renewal penalty. Please be aware that anyone
who renews on or after September 1 of his or
her renewal year is subject to an automatic
continuing education audit.
The late renewal provision notwithstanding,
practice on an expired license is prohibited.
While your license is expired, you cannot
practice, offer to practice, or represent to the
public that you are a professional engineer or
professional land surveyor. Each of these acts
constitutes unlicensed practice and can result
in disciplinary action.
Any licensee whose license remains in expired status for more than one year must apply
for reinstatement before returning to active
practice.
For all these reasons, please renew timely. Be
sure to check your address in our system using
the searchable roster at:
http://elsweb.kyboels.ky.gov/kboels-web/
Searchable-Roster.aspx
Also, please mark your own calendar so you
know when your firm and/or individual renewals are due. Even though we send a Renewal
Notice in the mail, you are solely responsible
Kentucky Engineer Quarterly Magazine | 12

James Ed Manning,
Executive Director Board of Licensure
for ensuring that your license(s) and permit(s)
are renewed in a timely manner.

Wallet Cards Discontinued
We continue to receive inquiries from time to
time regarding wallet cards. We no longer issue
wallet cards for renewed permits or licenses
and have not done so for several years. You
can check and print information regarding the
status of permits and licenses using our online
searchable roster, which is updated nightly.
http://elsweb.kyboels.ky.gov/kboels-web/
Searchable-Roster.aspx

Continuing Education Audits
Random Continuing Professional Development (CPD) audits went out in early September. If you have received an audit notice and
have not yet replied to it, please contact Tamra
Chesser at the Board office immediately. Failure to respond to a CPD audit within 30 days
can result in disciplinary action.
The National Council of Examiners for
Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) offers
a free continuing education tracking system
where you can enter your continuing education

courses, scan and store documents such as
completion certificates, and transmit them
electronically to us if you are selected for
audit. The link to the free tracking system is
available on our website at:
http://kyboels.ky.gov/Already-Licensed/Pages/Continuing-Education.aspx
Please take advantage of this free service.

Multi-State Licensure
For a variety of reasons, many licensed
professional engineers and professional land
surveyors find it necessary to obtain a license
in more than
one state. The NCEES Records program was
developed in response to this need. It provides
an easier and faster way to complete the licensure process in multiple jurisdictions, including
all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam,
Puerto Rico, Northern Mariana Islands, and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. An established NCEES
Record will include most—if not all—of the
materials you need to apply for comity licensure in additional states and territories.
Report continued on page 13.

Enforcement Actions Summary
July 27, 2019 – October 25, 2019
Kyle Elliott, Director of Enforcement
Ernest H. Ruckert, III

I

n 2018, the Board of Licensure discovered that Mr. Ruckert,
who is a licensed professional engineer in the state of New
York, had in 2017 submitted conceptual building design
plans, including outline specifications and structural detail
drawings for a commercial building project in Campbellsburg,
KY, for a fee. Mr. Ruckert does not now, nor has he ever held a
professional engineering license in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The actions of Mr. Ruckert constituted a violation of KRS
Chapter 322, the unlicensed practice of engineering. To resolve
the Board’s investigation, Ernest H. Ruckert, III, entered into an
Agreed Injunction, which enjoins him from engaging in the unauthorized practice of engineering, or offering to practice engineering in Kentucky, until and unless he should become licensed
in Kentucky. No penalty was assessed for the current violations,
however, the Agreed Injunction calls for a $1,000 fine and seven
(7) days in jail for any future violations. The Agreed Injunction
was entered into Franklin Circuit Court on September 11, 2019.

Howard Brent Wilson, PLS
In March of 2016, the Board received a written complaint
regarding Mr. Wilson’s surveying practice and alleging standards
of practice violations. A subsequent investigation found that Mr.
Wilson failed to meet the standards of practice for boundary
surveys in Kentucky on three surveys from 2006, 2008 and 2013.
Mr. Wilson also failed to retain permanent copies of some of his
survey work product for the three surveys reviewed. An expanded review of six recent plats by Mr. Wilson also found systemic
failures in him meeting the standards of practice. In addition, Mr.
Wilson identified himself on his surveying plats as “Brent Wilson
Surveying”, a business entity, for which he did not hold a land
surveying permit. Mr. Wilson agreed to end the Board’s investigation and enter into a consent decree. In that Consent Decree,
Mr. Wilson elected to surrender his license as a professional land
surveyor in Kentucky.

Daniel A. Herron, PE
In early September of 2019, Mr. Herron was notified by mail
that he had been selected at random for an audit of his continuing professional development. Mr. Herron was unable to provide
any proof of continuing education credit for calendar years 2009
- 2018. In addition, Mr. Herron failed to notify the Board of his
deficient professional development hours. To resolve the Board
disciplinary matter, Mr. Herron agreed to enter into a consent decree with the Board. In that Consent Decree, Mr. Herron elected
to surrender his professional engineering license in Kentucky.

B.O.L. Report Cont.
NCEES Record
I recently checked the current requirements
for licensure and found that of the approximately 74 PE and PLS licensing jurisdictions
across the US and its territories, 50 of them
now accept the NCEES Record in satisfaction
of all or nearly all of the information required
to apply for a PE or PLS license. In these states,
the NCEES Record lets you eliminate having to
resubmit your college transcripts, exam results,
employment verifications, and professional
references every time you apply.
If you were licensed in Kentucky in the last
few years, you already have an NCEES record.
If you don’t have an NCEES Record and want
to apply for licensure in an additional U.S. state
or territory, consider applying for an NCEES
Record. NCEES will review your materials and,
after your Record is established, electronically
submit them directly to the licensing board on
your behalf. This saves time and simplifies the
application process when you need to practice
in multiple states and territories.
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Each year, more than 500,000 students participate in MATHCOUNTS at the school level. They tell
us that their experience as a Mathlete is often one of the most memorable and fun experiences of
their middle school years. MATHCOUNTS provides students with the following benefits:
•
A challenging and fun activity that helps them in their math classes.
•
A chance to share common interests with new and often long-lasting friends.
•
An opportunity to meet students from other schools.
•
The experience of developing teamwork skills.
•
A chance to vie for scholarships and prizes.
•
A sense of accomplishment that comes from setting and achieving goals.
•
An opportunity to explore mathematics and mathematics-related careers.
•
A chance to explore cool mathematics that isn’t always taught in middle school classrooms.
How Can You Get Involved?
Volunteer Assistance:
•
Coach/Co-coach a school team
•
Help plan/coordinate a competition
Financial Support:
•
Sponsor a school’s participation
•
Provide T-shirts, scholarships or other awards
•
Contribute to MATHCOUNTS
email: edward@kyengcenter.org
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facilities, geotechnical, and materials services. We offer clients across the Commonwealth
practical, cost-effective solutions from our Lexington, Louisville, and Cincinnati offices. By

RELIABLE
EASY TO USE
FA S T
SECURE

Experience the new standard with the
most immediate and robust MFP in
the market.
Lynn Imaging has been chosen as an
authorized HP Reseller in Kentucky.

HP DESIGNJET XL 3600
Multifunction Printer series

For more information call 859.255.1021
www.lynnimaging.com/printers
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Board of Licensure
Calendar of Events 2020

Committee Meetings
• January 30
• April 16
• July 30
• October 22
Frankfort KY
Board Meetings
• January 31
• April 17
• July 31
• October 23
Frankfort KY
April 17 and October 23 PE, SE Vertical Exams
Louisville KY
April 17 Board Meetings
Frankfort KY
April 18 and October 24 SE Lateral Exam
Louisville KY
April 23-25 NCEES Southern Zone
Meetings
Houston TX
August 26-29 NCEES Annual Meeting
Chicago IL
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FREE REWARDS.

MEMBERSHIP.

VISIT

JUST FOR DOING WHAT YOU DO.

Booth
C8745

Zoeller Pump Company’s top-selling models, package
systems, and accessories are eligible for this program.
Sign up now and start earning the rewards you deserve!

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

1. Sign up for FREE on ContractorRewards.com
2. Purchase eligible Zoeller Pump Company
products
3. Submit your invoices by emailing them to
invoice@contractorrewards.com
4. Redeem rewards

SCAN TO
SIGN UP
NOW!
zoellerpumps.com

1-800-928-7867

Trusted. Tested. Tough.TM

Geotechnical Engineering | Geophysics | Environmental Engineering | Construction Observation | Drilling | Materials Testing

www.geotechnology.com

KENTUCKY
1398 Cox Avenue • Erlanger, KY 41018
Ph: 859-746-9400 • Fax: 859-746-9408

KENTUCKY
125 Trade Street, Ste D • Lexington, KY 40511
Ph: 859-226-0761 • Fax: 859-226-0763

QUALITY. INTEGRITY. PARTNERSHIP. OPPORTUNITY. RESPONSIVENESS. SAFETY.
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Professional
Development
Opportunities
DECEMBER
Upgrading to Open Roads Designer
December 10-13, 2019
Kentucky Engineering Center –
Frankfort

JAN/FEB
Upgrading to MicroStation
CONNECT
January 13-14, 2020
Kentucky Engineering
Center – Frankfort
Upgrading to MicroStation
CONNECT
January 15-16, 2020
Kentucky Engineering
Center – Frankfort
Upgrading to Open Roads
Designer
January 21-24, 2020
Kentucky Engineering Center –
Frankfort
9th Annual Bridge Seminar Day
February 4, 2020
Kentucky Engineering Center –
Frankfort

together,
we can build stronger

Upgrading to Open Roads
Designer
February 24-27, 2020
Kentucky Engineering Center –
Frankfort

www.civildesigninc.com
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www.grwinc.com
Offices in KY, TN, IN, & WV
1-800-432-9537
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