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Autism, or Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, 
refers to a range of 

conditions characterized by 
challenges with social skills, 
repetitive behaviors, issues 
with speech and nonverbal 
communication, as well as 
by unique strengths and 
differences. We now know 
that there is not one autism 
but many types, caused by 
different combinations of 
genetics and environmental 
influences.

The term “spectrum” 
reflects the wide variation 
in challenges and strengths 
possessed by each person 
with autism.

Autism’s most obvi-
ous signs tend to appear 
between two and three 
years of age. In some cases, 
autism can be diagnosed as 
early as 18 months. Some 
developmental delays 
associated with autism can 
be identified and addressed 
even earlier. Parents with 
concerns are urged to seek 
evaluation without delay, 
as early intervention can 
improve outcomes.

SOME FACTS ABOUT 
AUTISM

• The Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 
estimates autism’s 
prevalence as 1 in 
68 children in the 
United States. This 
includes 1 in 42 boys 
and 1 in 189 girls.

• An estimated 50,000 
teens with autism be-
come adults and lose 
school-based autism 
services annually.

• Approximately 
one-third of people 

with autism remain 
nonverbal.

• Approximately 
one-third of people 
with autism have an 
intellectual disability.

• Certain medical and 
mental health issues 
frequently accompa-
ny autism. They in-
clude gastrointestinal 
disorders, seizures, 
sleep disturbances, 
attention deficit and 
hyperactivity dis-
order, anxiety, and 
phobias.

• In 2013, the American 
Psychiatric Associ-
ation merged four 
previously distinct 

diagnoses into one 
umbrella diagnosis 
of “Autism Spectrum 
Disorder” (ASD). 
These include autistic 
disorder, childhood 
disintegrative dis-
order, pervasive 
developmental 
disorder–not other-
wise specified (PDD-
NOS), and Asperger 
syndrome.

JAX
When my oldest son 

Jax was diagnosed with 
autism at three years old, I 
was devastated and felt that 
my world had been turned 
upside down. I remember 
thinking that all of my 

April is Autism 
Awareness Month
What is Autism 
Spectrum Disorder?

President’s
Page

The

BY DONALD J.
MORRISON

2016-17 OFFICERS 
& DIRECTORS

Donald J. Morrison
President

Jennifer J. Howe
First Vice-President

Brian J. Lewis
Second Vice-President

Richard N. Kessler
Treasurer

Stephen J. Rice
Secretary

Shyama S. Parikh
Hon. Daniel B. Shanes

Patricia L. Cornell
Joseph M. Fusz
Tara R. Devine

Torrie M. Newsome



April 2017 3

dreams of him playing 
sports, going to college, fall-
ing in love, getting married, 
having children, and having 
a successful career had been 
instantly shattered by a 
pediatric neurologist telling 
me “Your son has autism.” 
Little did I know at the time 
that this miraculous child 
was going to live his life 
inspiring me and everyone 
else lucky enough to spend 
time with him.

Jax just celebrated 
his fifteenth birthday. He 
remains almost completely 
nonverbal. He uses an iPad 
with a program of icons to 
communicate his wants, 
needs, and feelings. Most of 
the time he uses it to say “I 
want to eat cookies.” During 
his last visit to his neurolo-
gist, when the doctor asked 
Jax how he felt, he grabbed 
his iPad and created the 
phrase “I don’t like it here.” 
Brutally honest and well 
said, Jax man.

Jax needs assistance 
with all activities of daily 
living, including showering, 
grooming, dressing, toilet-
ing, and eating. He loves 
being outside, car rides, 
going on walks, riding his 
“Big Green Machine” bicy-
cle, swimming, playing with 
noisy toys, reading books 
with adults, and watching 
movies with a lot of action. 

When he is at a social event 
where food is served, ev-
erybody better guard their 
plates. Jax feels that food on 
other people’s plates is as 
much his as theirs. Indeed, 
his favorite cartoon charac-
ter is “Swiper” from “Dora 
the Explorer.”

We are extremely 
blessed to be in Libertyville 
School District 70 and 128, 
where Jax has been provid-
ed the absolute finest pri-
vate educational settings. 
He attended private day 
schools from age 4 until he 
graduated eighth grade last 
year. Now, District 128 has 
honored our request and 
desire to send Jax to Elim 
Christian Services in Palos 
Heights. After Jax graduates 
from high school, Elim has 
a transitional program that 
Jax can attend until he is 22. 
At Elim, Jax will learn basic 
academic skills, indepen-
dent daily living skills, and, 
hopefully, vocational skills.

We are also lucky to 
have excellent insurance 
coverage for in-home and 
community-based therapy 
for Jax when he is not in 
school. Jax has approxi-
mately 20 hours per week 
of therapy at home to help 
him with independent daily 
living skills. His therapists 
also take him on commu-
nity outings so he can learn 

to adapt his behaviors more 
appropriately at stores, 
restaurants, movies, etc.

Despite being non-
verbal and having an 
intellectual disability, Jax 
is generally very well-be-
haved. He will occasion-
ally throw himself on the 
ground when asked to go 
somewhere that he doesn’t 
like. He does have some 
slightly annoying repetitive 
behaviors, and sometimes 
does not have appropriate 
boundaries (like taking oth-
er people’s food or getting 
into someone else’s car).

Overall, Jax is an 
extremely happy, loving, 
and engaging young man. 
Despite his communication 
barrier, he has exceptional 
social skills and shows an 
ability to have meaningful 
and loving relationships 
with his parents, siblings, 
extended family members, 

teachers, therapists, and 
peers. To say this makes me 
extremely proud as a parent 
is a gross understatement. 
To say that Jax is my hero 
because of his capacity to 
love and ability to inspire 
others is accurate.

As the lyrics to Jax’s 
favorite Beatles song reads:

Nothing you can do that 
can’t be done, nothing 
you can sing that can’t 
be sung, nothing you 
can say but you can 
learn how to play the 
game, it’s easy...

Nothing that you can 
know that isn’t known, 
nothing you can see 
that isn’t shown, no-
where you can be that 
isn’t where you’re meant 
to be, it’s easy...

All you need is love, love 
is all you need.
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April 27, 2017
5:00-7:30

Royal Melbourne Country Club
4700 Royal Melbourne Dr.

Long Grove

Complimentary if registered by April 21, 2017 or prior
$25 admission fee after April 21

This event is for LCBA members only. 
Unfortunately we are unable to accommodate 

spouses or guests at this member event. 

Thank you to our sponsors .
Venue

Donald R. Tyer
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Bertucci & Bertucci

Hon. George Bridges (ret.)
Daniels, Long & Pinsel

Kenneth M. Devaney, Attorney at Law 
Law Offices of Dwayne Douglas

Hon. Fred Foreman (ret.)
Fox, Lunardi, Zeit & Polenzani

Fuqua Winter
The Law Offices of Richard S. Kopsick

Kovitz Shifrin Nesbit
LaLuzerne & Smith
Malia & Rinehart

McCollum Hodgkinson
Law Offices of Jason Mercure
Law Offices of Torrie Newsome
Law Offices of Shyama Parikh

Ralph, Schwab, Gartner & Schiever
Melanie K. Rummel

Schiller DuCanto & Fleck
Schlesinger & Strauss
Stergiou & Stergiou

Martin N. Walker, Attorney at Law
Wysocki & Smith

Sponsorships still available contact us at (847) 244-3143

An Evening with the
2nd Distr ict Appellate Justices

Joseph E Birkett Michael J Burke Donald C Hudson

Susan F Hutchinson Ann B Jorgensen Robert D McLaren

Mary S Schostok Robert B Spence Kathryn E Zenoff

Space is limited. RSVP required online at www.lakebar.org
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Two key positions 
have recently 
been filled in the 

ranks of the 19th Judicial 
Circuit. I am pleased to 
announce the selection of 
a new Executive Director 
of the 19th Judicial Circuit 
Court and a new Director 
of Juvenile Probation and 
Detention Services.

Danny Davis has 

been hired to become 
our court’s new Executive 
Director. He comes to us 
with extensive expe-
rience in the manage-
ment and organization 
of court systems and 
computer technology. Mr. 
Davis joins us from the 
State of Colorado, where 
he served as District 
Administrator for the 4th 
Judicial District in Colo-
rado Springs. Earlier he 
held the same position for 
the 5th Judicial District 
in Eagle, Colorado. While 
there he oversaw all judi-
cial operations, fostered 
strong relationships be-
tween the bench, bar and 
court partners, and di-
rected the administrative 
operations of nine prob-
lem-solving courts. Prior 
to that, Mr. Davis was 
the Chief of Staff/Court 
Technology Officer for 
the State of Florida’s 2nd 
Judicial Circuit in Talla-
hassee, where he directed 
all IT operations for a 
six-county judicial circuit 

to plan and implement 
their technology needs. 
Prior to working for the 
courts, he was in private 
practice as an attorney, 
taught at the university 
level, and operated his 
own computer services 
business. Mr. Davis has a 
Master’s Degree in Engi-
neering Science from the 
University of Mississippi 
School of Engineering, 
a Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law 
and a Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science from 
the University of Missis-
sippi. We are thrilled by 
what he brings to the 19th 
Judicial Circuit and are 
excited for Mr. Davis to 
assume his new duties on 

April 28, 2017.
James J. Edwards 

has been named the 
new Director of Juvenile 
Probation and Detention 
Services, succeeding Bob 
Cesar who has retired 
after 40 years. James 
comes to us from the 
McHenry County De-
partment of Probation 
and Court Services, 22nd 
Judicial Circuit, where he 
has served as the Chief 
Managing Officer of the 
Juvenile Division since 
2011. Prior to serving in 
McHenry County, James 
was the Program Coor-
dinator for the Social 
Service Department of 
the Circuit Court of Cook 
County before being pro-
moted to Deputy Director 

New Court 
Leaders Named

Chief Judge’s
Page

The

BY CHIEF JUDGE
JORGE L. ORTIZ

Attorneys

New LCBA
Members

Welcome

Anne Schmidt
Schiller DuCanto & Fleck, LLP

Michael P. Doman
The Law Offices

of Michael P. Doman, Ltd.

Leonid Sokolov
The Law Offices

of Michael P. Doman, Ltd.

Lawrence J. Gregory
Estate & Business

Law Group, PC

Associates
Rachael Bernal

Law Student

Kara Anast
Counseling Connections
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for the agency. Earlier 
in his career, James was 
a Probation Officer for 
the Cook County Social 
Service Department and a 
Juvenile Probation Officer 
for DeKalb County Court 
Services. He also worked 
for the Osage Tribe in 
Oklahoma as a Program 
Coordinator. James holds 
a Master of Science in 
Criminology from North-
ern Illinois University 
and is a licensed clinical 
professional counselor. 
He is a member of numer-
ous professional orga-
nizations including; the 
American Probation and 
Parole Association, the 
American Correctional 
Association, the Illinois 

Probation and Court 
Services Association and 
the Illinois Correctional 
Association. James will 
start April 17, 2017.

With these appoint-
ments, I am certain that 
the excellent work and 
fine reputation of the 19th 
Judicial Circuit will con-
tinue for many years into 
the future. I look forward 
to working with Danny 
and James to improve the 
administration of justice 
in Lake County, and to 
benefitting from their 
extensive experience and 
leadership. Please join 
me in welcoming these 
two stellar additions to 
the Lake County Circuit 
Court family.

April 11 
Liberty Bell Awards

Waukegan

April 19 
Doctor Lawyer Dinner

Highland Park

April 20-23 
2017 Family Law Conference

Ft. Lauderdale

April 24-28
Lawyers In The Classroom 

Various Schools

April 27 
Meet Your Justices

Long Grove

April 29 
Ask-A-Lawyer Call-In

LCBA

May 11 
Ask A Lawyer Drop-In

LCBA

May 4 
Newly Elected Officials 

Seminar
Local Government Committee

Waukegan City Hall

May 16 
Annual Memorial Service

C-201

May 20 
Adopt-A-Highway

May 25 
Civil Trial & Appeals Seminar

Kenosha Country Club
Kenosha

June 9
Installation Dinner

Exmoor Country Club

Calendar of
Events

The
7
7

Register for these events on-line at: www.lakebar.org
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On February 21, after 
extensive discussions 
at a special joint 

meeting of the Foundation 
Finance Committee and the 
Facilities Planning Commit-
tee, representatives of the 
Bar Foundation and the As-
sociation voted unanimously 
to begin construction on the 
first phase of refurbishing 
the Russell V. Ray Law Build-
ing! The Foundation Board 
of Trustees unanimously 
approved four recommen-
dations sent to them by the 
joint committee. They are:

• That the Bar Foun-
dation hire an ex-
perienced project 
manager/owner’s 

representative as soon 
as possible to repre-
sent the Foundation 
from the beginning of 
contract negotiations 
through Phase One of 
the remodel project.

• That the Foundation 
sign a letter of intent 
with Vanderwerff Con-
struction Company to 
proceed with Phase 
One alterations to the 
Bar Building per the 
Company’s 12-19-16 
proposal, after making 
every attempt to bring 
a project manager/
owner’s representa-
tive on board prior to 
signing the letter.

• That the Foundation 
work with the project 
manager/owner’s 
representative and 
the Joint Facilities 
Committee to nego-
tiate and sign a final 
contract for Phase One 
of the project.

• That the Foundation 
obtain a commercial-
ly reasonable line of 
credit not to exceed 
$500,000 at an interest 
rate of not more than 
4.5%.

Phase One will see the 
buildout of the Bar offices, 
the Board Room and the 
Member Center. The Com-
munity Room be completed 
in Phase Two, although 
much of the necessary infra-

structure, such as fire walls 
and support beams required 
for the Community Room, 
will be completed in Phase 
One.

To date we have received 
almost $550,000 in pledg-
es. More than half of those 
pledges have already been 
received. We are sending let-
ters to those generous donors 
who have already pledged to 
request that they accelerate 
their pledges and consider 
increasing their donations so 
that we will save in borrow-
ing costs.

We took out our red 
pencil and eliminated some 
items from the original bid 
for Phase One while main-
taining some of the signature 
amenities. The plan now 
foresees the Foundation 
entering into a contract of 
$615,558, plus the cost of our 
owner’s representative. In 
addition, in order to hold 
the line on costs, we will be 
contracting separately for 
some parts of the project. 
Furnishings will be another 
additional cost.

We hope to have broken 
ground by the end of March 

and to have the project 
completed by October of this 
year.

By phasing the project 
we are able to save on the 
cost of rental space to house 
the staff during the renova-
tion. Staff will move into the 
existing office space in Unit 
C of the building—the part 
that will not be renovated 
until Phase Two.

One benefit of owning 
our own building is that the 
Association’s rental costs 
become income for the 
Foundation, rather than 
profits to a third-party lessor. 
The Association’s lease with 
the Foundation, which is 
in the process of renewal, 
thus helps us create this new 
building by assisting with the 
carrying costs of the project.

It has been a pleasure 
working on the challenges 
posed in getting the project 
to this point with Don Mor-
rison, members of the Joint 
Facilities Committee, and 
the Foundation Board. With 
your continued support, we 
will soon have a new home 
for the proud and remarkable 
Lake County Bar.

Breaking Ground

BY MELANIE K. RUMMEL
PRESIDENT

Board of Trustees
Melanie K. Rummel

President
Carey J. Schiever

Vice President
Joann M. Fratianni

Secretary
Mark B. Peavey

Treasurer
Carlton R. Marcyan

Immediate Past President
Scott B. Gibson

Fredric Bryan Lesser
Steven P. McCollum
Michael G. Nerheim

Marjorie I. Sher
Michael J. Waller
Brian J. Wanca

Hon. Fred Foreman (Ret.)
Brian J. Lewis

Jennifer L. Ashley
Jeffrey A. Berman

Diane Brazen Gordon
Keith C. Grant

Hon. Henry C. Tonigan (Ret.)
Hon. Joseph R. Waldeck (Ret.)
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Purchase Your Raffle Ticket Today!
Winner will receive one week in the Presidential Suite

at the Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach Resort & Spa
YOU PICK THE WEEK IN 2017/18

The winner will be drawn at the LCBA membership picnic in June 2017
You do not need to be present to win

(airfare is not included)

Purchase your raffle tickets online at www.lakebar.org

1 ticket

$25
 5 tickets

$100

THE RESORT
Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach Golf & 
Spa Resort offers the ultimate Cabo 
San Lucas beach vacation experi-
ence. Our prime location on the 
western tip of the Baja peninsula 
offers both tranquil seclusion and 
convenient access to the vibrant 
downtown corridor of Cabo San 
Lucas. Popular Los Cabos attrac-
tions including prestigious Cabo 
San Lucas golf courses, Los Cabos 
beaches, and the town of San Jose 
del Cabo are a short drive away. Or, 
simply enjoy a rejuvenating day of 
relaxation on our private stretch of 
pristine shoreline.

THE PRESIDENTIAL SUITE
Sleeps 8: 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, a 
2100 sq ft single level condo including 
a 400 sq ft porch for lounging and 
dining. There is one King Master BR 
suite, and a second BR with 2 Queen 
beds, each BR with spacious dual van-
ity bathrooms with showers and a jet 
tub. Bedrooms are located on either 
side of the living/dining area, which 
has a sofa convertible to a double 
bed. Amenities include: daily maid 
service, central A/C, satellite TV in 
each room, 
furnished 
kitchen 
(no oven), 
pillow 
menu, room 
service, vid-
eo library, 
and broad-
band internet as well as 24/7 golf 
cart transportation about the resort. 
Resort dining plan is also available.

THINGS TO DO IN CABO
Discover exciting things to do in 
Cabo San Lucas, just minutes from 
the gates of Pueblo Bonito Sunset 
Beach Resort & Spa. From world-
class golf to snorkeling and scuba 
diving, to deep-sea sport fishing, 
swimming with dolphins, and danc-
ing till dawn, activities abound in 
Cabo San Lucas.
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Qualitex formally acknowledged a long-stand-
ing but seldom discussed subset of 
trademarks known as nontraditional 
trademarks, which include scents,4 

product shapes,5 tastes,6 colors,7 moving images,8 and 

5 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 3936156 
(design of the Walther PPK pistol).

6 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 1623869 (the 
Original Rainbow Cone). The registration 
describes the trademark as “AN ARCUATE 
CONFIGURATION OF FIVE FLAVORS 
OF ICE CREAM, NAMELY, CHOCO-
LATE, STRAWBERRY, PALMER HOUSE 
(NEW YORK CHERRY WITH NUTS), 
PISTACHIO AND ORANGE SHERBET, 
ARRANGED FROM BOTTOM TO TOP, 
AS IT IS SOLD ON A CONE.”

7 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2901090 (the 
color brown for UPS).

8 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2793439 
(Lamborghini’s scissor doors).

1 The author disclaims any association to 
Verizon Wireless, or its registered or un-
registered trademarks, which may include 
sounds, even if Verizon has either chosen 
not to or neglected to seek registration of 
any such sounds as trademarks.

2 15 U.S.C. § 1127.
3 514 U.S. 159, 162 (1995).
4 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 4113191 

(the coconut smell that fills up Flip Flop 
Shops stores).

Of Course, You Can Hear Them Now1

BY KEVIN K. MCCORMICK

Trademarks are an oft-confused third class in intellectual property behind copy-
rights and patents, but they remain valuable assets worthy of understanding and 
appropriate use. A trademark is an identifier of source used to distinguish one’s 

product or service from another. Trademarks traditionally consist of words, phrases, 
symbols, and designs, but this is not an exhaustive list. The Lanham Act says that trade-
marks “includ[e] any word, name, symbol, or device, or any combination thereof.”2 The 
Supreme Court in Qualitex v Jacobson Prods., Co., stated that “[t]he language of the Lan-
ham Act describes [the universe of things that can qualify as a trademark] in the broad-
est of terms...Since human beings might use as a ‘symbol’ or ‘device’ almost anything at 
all that is capable of carrying meaning, this language, read literally, is not restrictive.”3

Kevin K. 
McCormick, of 
DeWald Law 
Group, PC, 
concentrates 
his general 
practice on 
commercial and 
civil litigation, 
corporate and 
business transactions, intellectual 
property, and real estate 
throughout Cook and the collar 
counties.
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brain, and can influence how people react and behave. 
In Las Vegas, even though electronic, credit-vouching 
slot machines replaced coin-operated slots years ago, the 
sound of dropping coins can be heard everywhere be-
cause the sound of players winning entices more people 
to play.

Despite these virtues, only 276 sound mark appli-
cations were received by the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office between 1947 and 2006, resulting in 99 
sound mark registrations. Of those 99 registrations, 93 
had been registered after 1990. Despite including some 

of the most famous and 
recognizable trademarks, 
sound marks were histor-
ically slow to register. Put 
into better perspective, 
NBC radio first used its 
famous chimes in 1927, 
but waited twenty years 
to register the first ever 
sound mark,25 and almost 
twenty-five more to reg-
ister the same chimes for 
NBC television.26 MGM 

first used its lion roar in 1924, but waited over sixty years 
to register it.27

Slow is no longer the pace with sound marks. Since 
2006, there have been approximately 225 sound mark 
applications filed with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, resulting in over 100 sound mark reg-
istrations. In other words, it has taken a mere ten years to 
double the initial number of sound mark registrations, 
which took sixty years to complete.

Not surprisingly, the list of recent sound mark 
registrants includes heavyweights such as Microsoft,28 
Samsung,29 Apple,30 and AT&T,31 all of whom are focused 
on constantly bombarding consumers with sounds from 
their electronic devices and digital media. Ring tones 
and other notifications provide a constant attack on 
distraction management, but that’s the whole point from 
a marketing and trademark perspective: it is no longer 
enough for consumers to merely see their products, they 
must hear them as well.

The ability of a mark to distinguish the goods or 

sounds.9 And while representing a subset of trademarks, 
nontraditional trademarks often include the most effec-
tive and valuable trademarks recognized by consumers. 
The shape of a Coca Cola bottle10 and Tiffany robin’s 
egg blue11 are as immediately recognizable as the Nike 
Swoosh12 or the McDonald’s Golden Arches.13

That’s not to say nontraditional marks don’t have 
a bad egg or two, including the scent of peppermint in 
connection with nitroglycerin14 or the touch and feel of a 
glass pump spray bottle with a plasticized surface,15 but 
odds are you’re confronted with nontraditional marks on 
a consistent basis, and 
intimately aware of them 
without realizing it.

Nowhere is that 
truer than with sound 
marks. Who can forget 
well-known sounds such 
as the “Nationwide Is 
On Your Side” musical 
sequence which has re-
cently been reintroduced 
to millions by pitchman 
Peyton Manning,16 the 
Green Giant’s “Ho-Ho-Ho,”17 the Pillsbury Doughboy’s 
“Hee-Hee,”18 and AAMCO Automotive’s “Double A [Honk 
Honk] M C O.”19 Many may try but oftentimes fail to 
forget more recent vintages which have wormed their 
way into the minds of adults and children alike, such as 
the AFLAC duck20 or the Minions “Bee Do.”21 You may not 
frequent Red Robin restaurants, but you certainly think 
of them when you hear that “YUMMM!”22

In 2006, an intrepid young lawyer extolled the virtues 
of sound marks, and highlighted that sound marks can 
serve as global indicators of source because sound tran-
scends languages.23 The crow of a rooster sounds exactly 
the same even if the onomatopoeic word for that sound 
has numerous pronunciations.24 Sound is the only hu-
man sense that causes activity in both hemispheres of the 

“Sound marks can serve 
as global indicators of 
source because sound 
transcends languages.”

25 See Expired U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 523616, which was 
registered as the first ever sound mark in 1947.

26 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 916522. Registered in 1971. The 
description of the mark is actually “a sequence of chime-like 
musical notes which are in the key of C and sound the notes 
G, E, C, the G being the one just below middle C, the E the 
one just above middle C, and the C being middle C, thereby to 
identify applicant’s broadcasting service.”

27 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 1395550. MGM applied for registra-
tion in 1985.

28 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 5027440.
29 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 5019438.
30 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 4257783.
31 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 4365315.

9 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 1395550 (MGM’s lion roar).
10 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 0696147.
11 U.S. Trademark Reg. Nos. 2359351 (boxes), 2416795 (shop-

ping bags) and 2416794 (on the cover of catalogs).
12 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 1323343.
13 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 0893440.
14 U.S. Trademark Application No. 85008626.
15 U.S. Trademark Application No. 85007641.
16 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2827490.
17 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2519203.
18 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2692077.
19 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2144306.
20 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2607415.
21 U.S. Trademark Application No. 85968774.
22 U.S. Trademark Reg. Nos. 3720771 and 3720772.
23 Kevin K. McCormick, “’Ding’ You Are Now Free to Register That 

Sound,” 96 TMR 1101 (September-October 2006).
24 Kikeriki (German), kikeli-ki (Danish), quiquiriqul (Spanish), kuk-

kokiekuu (Finnish), cocorico (French), kokoriko (Greek), cock-
a-doodle-do (English), chicchirichi (Italian), kukeleku (Dutch), 
cocorococo (Portuguese), and kukeliku (Swedish)).
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Sounds are distinguished as “unique, different, or distinc-
tive” or “commonplace,” but no true delineation of the 
two categories has been provided to date.

What remains true, however, is the adoption of a 
nontraditional trademark, especially a sound mark, 
should be at or near the forefront when discussing how 
to effectively and thoroughly market a product or ser-
vice. Remind yourself and your clients of this fact the 
next time you push the call button on an airplane, and 
instantly think of Southwest Airlines when you hear the 
“DING.”33

services of one against another lies at the heart of trade-
mark law. As noted, sounds have been used since the 
introduction of electronic media to distinguish products 
and services, but to garner trademark protection a sound 
must also be distinctive, either inherently or through 
secondary meaning.

Secondary meaning for sounds has been described as 
whether consumers “recognize and associate the sound 
with the [offered] services...exclusively with a single, 
albeit anonymous, source.”32 What is not wholly clear is 
what exactly constitutes an inherently distinctive sound. 

33 U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 2927617.
32 In re General Electric Broadcasting Company, Inc., 199 

U.S.P.Q. 560, 563 (T.T.A.B. 1978).
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Registration Form
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Oath Given by: Hon. Nancy Waites

AWALC Installation Dinner

Rachel Kane
Interim President

Joy Gossman
Interim Vice-President

Executive Board

Kat Allen
Karissa Anderson

Lucy Dorenfeld
Lisa Dunn

Marykay Foy

Diane Brazen Gordon 
Sarah Kahn

Kathleen Laughlin

Debbie Long
Hon. Stacey Seneczko

Board of Directors

Honorable Christen Bishop, Ex-Officio Kathleen Curtin, Immediate Past President

Rebecca Whitcombe 
Secretary

Jeremy Spitzer
Co-Secretary

Sandie Moon
Treasurer

Amy Strege
Co-Treasurer

This is a paid advertisement



The Docket14

ings.”4 However, the court also observed that a contemnor 
cannot assert those rights “unless he receives proper no-
tice of the nature of the charges against him. Accordingly, 
any party wishing to initiate indirect criminal contempt 
proceedings must not only notify the alleged contemnor 
that sanctions are being sought but that the proceedings 
are criminal in nature.”5

The Knoll court also cited the case In Re the Marriage 
of Betts.6 The Betts opinion included 
a very detailed discussion and primer 
on contempt—civil vs. criminal and 
direct vs. indirect. It is an absolute 
must-read for any lawyer handling 
a contempt proceeding. Those of us 
who practice family law rely on it 
repeatedly.

The Knoll court further noted 
that the trial court also found that 

4 Id. at ¶59.
5 Id.
6 155 Ill.App.3d 85 (1987).

Nowhere did the trial court order set a purge with 
which the mother was required to comply. Since there 
was no purge, the appellate court vacated the civil con-
tempt finding.3

The appellate court in Knoll then discussed the pos-
sibility that the mother’s actions also could be character-
ized as criminal contempt, in addition to civil contempt. 
The appellate court recognized that while the trial court’s 
order “did not impose a punishment 
and only ordered make-up visitation, 
[and thus the mother] was not pun-
ished in any way other than being 
found in contempt [nevertheless], in 
a criminal contempt proceeding, the 
contemnor is entitled to similar con-
stitutional protections and procedural 
rights as in other criminal proceed-

1 2016 IL App. (1st) 152494.
2 Id. at ¶40.
3 Id. at ¶58.

The First District Offers New 
Guidance on Contempt Proceedings

BY GARY SCHLESINGER

In September 2016, the First District Appellate Court decided the case of Knoll v. 
Coyne.1 The case involved a mother who did not permit her child’s father to have his 
court-ordered visit with their child. The trial court found that the mother had will-

fully violated the Court’s order. It thus found her to be in indirect civil contempt of court 
for her willful failure to obey the order.2

Gary 
Schlesinger 
has been an 
attorney since 
1971 and has 
practiced in 
Lake County 
since 1972. 
He has be an 
active member 
of the ISBA, LCBA for many years. 
He is a former member of Ray and 
Glick.
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make-up visitation.10

The lesson for practitioners in this area is clear – if 
one is seeking indirect civil contempt, one must tell the 

court what the purge 
should be. The cases are 
replete with language 
that the purpose of 
indirect civil contempt 
is to obtain compliance 
with a court order. If that 
requires incarceration, 
then the contemnor must 
be given the keys to the 
jail cell. The keys are the 
purge. When the con-
temnor purges, he or she 
is released from jail.

If the purpose of the 
contempt is punishment 

for violating a court order, that is criminal contempt and 
all the constitutional rights of a criminal defendant apply.

Above all, make certain that the goal to be achieved is 
clear before the petition is filed.

the mother had committed visitation abuse, now called 
abuse of allocated parenting time, as defined in 750 ILCS 
5/607.1.7 The new section number under the Illinois Mar-
riage and Dissolution of Marriage Act, as revised effective 
January 1, 2016, is 750 
ILCS 5/607.5.

Under both statutes, 
new and old, the court 
may modify visitation, 
order supervised visi-
tation, order make-up 
visits, order counseling, 
order mediation, and 
order attorney fees to be 
paid by the abuser. The 
Knoll court also relied 
upon the decision in 
In Re The Marriage of 
Charous,8 as support for 
the same proposition.9

The Knoll court then 
vacated the trial court’s order finding the mother in indi-
rect civil contempt, affirmed the order that she engaged 
in visitation abuse, and affirmed the trial court’s order for 

“The lesson for 
practitioners in this area 
is clear – if one is seeking 
indirect civil contempt, 
one must tell the court 

what the purge should be.”

7 2016 IL App. (1st) 152494 at ¶61.
8 368 Ill.App.3d 114.
9 2016 IL App. (1st) 152494 at ¶61.

Spring Membership 
Luncheons

Waukegan City Hall
12:00 – 1:15 p.m.

$15 per person

Liberty Bell Awards
April 11, 2017

To assist the staff in planning,
please register at www.lakebar.org

10 Id. at ¶62.
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Play
Players of all levels are 
encouraged to participate in the 
2017 Lake County Bar Association 
Golf Outing.

The 2017 LCBA Golf Outing is 
guaranteed to be a huge success 
which you do not want to miss.

Golf Championship Trophy
For those who take this outing 
seriously, this is your goal. 
Remember, two members of a 
foursome must be LCBA Members 
to win the trophy.

2017 LCBA Golf Outing

Contests
Contests for players of all levels
• Men’s / Women’s Longest Drive
• Men’s / Women’s Straightest 

Drive
• Men’s / Women’s Closest to the 

Pin
• Putting obstacle course
• Most balls in the water
• Raffle prizes
• Door prizes

The Course
At the heart of any great country club lies a golf course of incomparable 
charm and challenge, one that engages golfers at every level of 
consciousness. Preeminent architect Austin Clayssens designed such 
a golf course at Glen Flora. Established in 1911 and set among 125 
exquisite acres in the serenity of Chicago’s North Shore, the vision for 
the property was developed into a par 70, 6,420-yard championship 
layout. The golf course is the centerpiece of Glen Flora, and it has been 
carefully sculpted to embrace the essence of a membership beholding 
the ideals of the great game at this golf course.

Raffle Prizes
We are seeking 4-5 raffle prizes valued at $500 or above. Each donor 
of a raffle prize will receive:
• Firm, organization or company prominently displayed throughout 

the championship
• Firm, organization or company name/logo on all advance 

promotional materials once commitment is made
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in player welcome packet
• ½ page ad in August 2017 The DocketPlayers

$175 per player or $700 per 
foursome
• Greens fee, cart and range balls
• Lunch, two beverage tickets and 

post play reception
• 1 Mulligan and one door prize 

ticket per player
• Raffle prizes and tournament 

contest

The Fine Print
No reservations will be accepted unless payment is received (or guaranteed by a credit 
card) by Friday, July 21, 2017. No refunds will be issued after 12:00 Noon, Friday, July 
21, 2017. Any member who reserves a foursome will be responsible for the payment 
and attendance of the entire group (the reserving LCBA member’s credit card will be 
charged for the entire group fee regardless of whether the entire foursome is present to 
play on Thursday, July 27, 2017 (unless prior arrangements have been made before the 
cancellation date).

Feel Good Four Pack
Does your golf game struggle a bit? No worries – for a $20 
contribution to the Lake County Bar Association, you can purchase a 
Feel Good Four Pack consisting of the following:
• An additional one free mulligan
• 1 do over chance on chips
• Be bold on your first putt – you pick up and do not need to make 

2nd putt and 1 Cup extender
• 5 additional raffle tickets for door prizes
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Join the fun as a Sponsor
Eagle Sponsor: $1,200
(premium starting position and recognition)
• Choice of starting hole (first paid-first choice)
• 4 players: green fees, cart and range balls
• 4 Mulligans, 4 door prize entries
• 12 drink tickets, pre-round luncheon and post-round reception
• Name of firm, organization or individual displayed on a sign at one of the 18 tees (Text or 

logos permitted, please provide JPG file)
• Complimentary ½ page advertisement in August 2017 issue of The Docket

Gold Tee Sponsor: $1,000
• Your generous contribution will support your choice of one of the of the following: Pre-

round Luncheon, Beverage Cart, Post Round Reception, Hole-in-One Competition
• The name of your firm, organization or company displayed on an individual sign at one of 

the 18 tees. (Text or logos permitted, please provide JPG file)
• Firm, organization or company prominently displayed throughout the championship
• 2 tickets to the: pre-round luncheon, post-round reception, 2 drink tickets per person
• 2 representatives permitted at sponsored hole to greet players and distribute items
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in player welcome packet
• Complimentary ½ page advertisement in August 2017 issue of The Docket

Silver Tee Sponsor: $500 (hole sponsors)
• The name of your firm, organization or company displayed on an individual sign at one of 

the 18 tees. (Text or logos permitted, please provide JPG file)
• Firm, organization or company prominently displayed throughout the championship
• 2 tickets to the: pre-round luncheon, post-round reception, 2 drink tickets per person
• 2 representatives permitted at sponsored hole to greet players and distribute items
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in player welcome packet
• Complimentary ¼ page advertisement in August 2017 issue of The Docket

Tee Sponsor: $150
• The name of your firm, organization or company displayed on an individual sign at one of 

the 18 tees (Text or logos permitted, please provide JPG file)
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in player welcome packet
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in August 2017 issue of The Docket

Cart Sponsor: $75
• Name/Logo displayed prominently on one cart
• Cart Sponsor sign can be coordinated to your specific cart
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in player welcome packet
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in August 2017 issue of The Docket
* Cart Sponsor fee above is inclusive of one cart but multiple carts can be sponsored

July 27, 2017 | Glen Flora Country Club
Register online at www.lakebar.org
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Marijuana continues to be a polarizing topic. Pot 
is both legal and still illegal in the same state. It is 
shrugged off as harmless on one hand, and demonized 
when convenient on the other. Patients in Illinois with 
Crohn’s Disease, hepatitis C and lupus, all non-fatal but 
incapacitating illnesses, can qualify to use pot for anal-
gesic (pain-relief) as well as for antiemetic (anti-nausea) 
purposes. U.S. Presidents, a Supreme Court justice, and 
gold medal Olympic athletes all have admitted to using 
pot, and certainly not for its curative 
powers.

Because of this duality, pot and 
parenting are hotly contested issues in 
domestic relations. When is a parent 
who is using marijuana for any reason 
too “messed up” to parent?

CONSIDER THE TWO SCENARIOS:
You represent Bud in a divorce case, and parenting 
time for 8-year old twins is at issue. His wife, Mary 
Jane, suffers from fibromyalgia, a chronic condition 
causing fatigue and almost debilitating muscle pain, 
but her condition is not fatal.

• Scenario #1: Mary Jane takes Lyrica®, an FDA ap-
proved drug for treating the symptoms of fibromy-
algia, but she experiences many of the drug’s side 

effects, including sleepiness, blurry 
vision, weight gain, and an occasional 
loss of balance. Mary Jane does have 
a prescription for Oxycodone, which 
she takes infrequently, and only when 
her symptoms are unbearable. Since 
taking Lyrica®, Mary Jane’s work his-
tory has been sporadic, but she tends 
to the children and the house as best 
as she can, adapting because of the 
fibromyalgia and the side effects from 
the drug.

Bud wants you to use Mary Jane’s use 
of Lyrica® to limit her parenting time, 

1 Jennifer would like to thank Dr. Jay Hurh 
and Dr. Roger V. Hecker of Advocate 
Medical and Erin Kinahan, Senior Asso-
ciate General Counsel of Northwestern 
Memorial Health Care, for their informa-
tion assistance in researching this article. 
The expressions and viewpoint in this 
article are the author’s only.

Pot and Parenting Time
Weeding Out the Issues1

BY JENNIFER CUNNINGHAM BEELER

In 1992, President Bill Clinton told the nation: “I experimented with marijuana a time 
or two, and didn’t like it...and didn’t inhale.” Fast forward to President Barak Obama, 
circa 2006: “When I was a kid I inhaled frequently. That was the point.”

Jennifer 
Cunningham 
Beeler is a 
partner at 
Ciesla Beeler, 
LLC, with 
offices in 
Northfield and 
Gurnee.  She is 
a concentrates 
her practice on family law matters, 
including financial and parenting 
litigation, in both Cook and Lake 
counties.
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minal illnesses with less than six months to live.3 Illinois 
now has 37 registered dispensaries and approximately 
12,000 qualified patients. Dispensary sales are now at over 
$4 million monthly, a distinct rise from the $1 million of 
monthly sales in January 2016.4

Anticipating just this issue, the Act addresses the 
question of pot and parenting directly in the statute, as 
follows:

(b) A person otherwise entitled to custody of or 
visitation or parenting time with a minor may not 
be denied that right, and there is no presump-

tion of neglect or 
child endangerment, 
for conduct allowed 
under this Act, unless 
the person’s actions in 
relation to cannabis 
were such that they 
created an unreason-
able danger to the 
safety of the minor as 
established by clear 
and convincing evi-
dence.5

The Act permits an 
allotment of 2.5 ounces 
of pot in a 14-day period; 
any more than this is only 
by the direct instruction 

of the physician. In layman’s terms, this could be about 
100 cigarette-sized joints in that two-week period. Pot’s 
psychoactive chemical reduces pain, stimulates appetite, 
decreases intraocular pressure for glaucoma patients, and 
offers anti-spasmodic effects. At the same time, mari-
juana also slows executive-decision making, and makes 
multi-tasking difficult. A person who is high can conceiv-
ably complete the same task as a sober person – it just 
takes more brainpower and time to do it.6

On the recreational side, five states have now legal-
ized adult use and cultivation of pot,7 and many others 
states, including Illinois, have classified possession of 10 

or even have her parenting time supervised.

• Scenario #2: Mary Jane could not tolerate the side 
effects of Lyrica®, especially the dizziness, loss 
of balance, and edema, so her pain management 
physician signed off on her written certification to 
obtain a card for medical cannabis. Since obtaining 
the certification card, Mary Jane’s work history has 
been sporadic, but she tends to the children and 
the house as best she can, using edible marijuana 
during the weekdays, and smoking on the week-
ends, but always using just the amount permitted 
by statute, and 
never in front of 
the children.

 Bud wants you to 
use Mary Jane’s use 
of marijuana to 
limit her parenting 
time, or even have 
her parenting time 
supervised.

In Scenario #1, taking 
the prescribed dose, or 
even multiple doses of 
Lyrica® will not get Mary 
Jane high. Unless Mary 
Jane is augmenting her 
Lyrica® with the narcotic 
Oxycodone to excess, there should be no argument about 
her ability to appropriately parent the children because 
of her medication. But her use of medical marijuana in 
Scenario #2 creates a new wrinkle. While patients extoll 
the use of marijuana oils, edibles, and vaping to alleviate 
the symptoms of their illnesses, there is still the raw fact 
that the use of marijuana can leave a person impaired – 
intentionally so. In domestic litigation, Bud and Mary 
Jane will understandably have different versions of how 
she parents the young children when she is using her 
medical marijuana.

Add a Scenario #3 to the picture, one in which Mary 
Jane does not have fibromyalgia, but she does like to 
smoke a bowl at night instead of drinking a glass of wine 
(or two) after the kids are in bed, and now you have a 
parenting allocation battle brewing.

HIGH TIMES WITH COMPASSIONATE 
CANNABIS

Illinois’ passage of The Compassionate Use of Med-
ical Cannabis Pilot Program Act (410 ILCS 130) in 20132 
permits children and adults alike to use marijuana for 
tolerance or alleviation of specified medical conditions. 
Since the initiation of the Act, the list of qualifying medi-
cal conditions has increased to include PTSD and ter-

“The inherent conflict with 
marijuana: while it may be 
legal for medicinal use on a 

state level, and seen by many 
as tolerable in personal use, 

cannabis is still an illegal 
controlled substance on a 

federal level.”

3 Illinois Department of Public Health, Compassionate Use of 
Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act, Debilitating Conditions, 
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/
medical-cannabis/debilitating-conditions. PTSD is the acronym 
for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

4 Marijuana Business Daily, Chart: Medical Marijuana Patient 
Numbers, Dispensary Sales Steadily Climbing in Illinois, 
November 28, 2016,https://mjbizdaily.com/chart-medical-mari-
juana-patient-numbers-dispensary-sales-steadily-climbing-in-illi-
nois.

5 410 ILCS 130/40(b).
6 For a humorous view of this subject, watch three grandmas 

get high for the first time, eat Doritos and play Cards Against 
Humanity at: https://www.buzzfeed.com/maycie/watch-these-
three-grandmas-smoke-weed-for-the-first-time?utm_term=.
ocYR9W88O#.fj95MozzD.

7 Alaska, Colorado, Washington D.C., Oregon and Washington.2 As a pilot program, it is now extended to July 1, 2020.
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the qualifying conditions to obtain a medical marijuana 
card. With this certification in hand, it is left entirely to 
a “cannabis expert” at the dispensary to select a strain of 
marijuana to address the particular illness.

There is a colorful variety of dispensary pot from 
which to choose, with names like Purple Kush, Stoner 
Dave, Dankey Doodle and even Girl Scout Cookies.12 
These strains are given descriptions akin to a Wine Advo-
cate score for color, smell, smokability, and of course, ef-
fect. So Pennywise (the clown from It) counter-intuitively 
“scares away depression, anxiety and pain,” and Bio-Jesus 
helps you make it through the night, but the claimed 
effects from these strains are predominantly anecdotal.13 
It is often trial and error for finding the right strain and 
strength for an individual’s medical condition, guided by 
a helpful employee of the dispensary. Since you cannot 
sample on premises, you won’t know if Blueberry Skunk 
will alleviate muscular spasms or just give you the giggles 
– or both – until experienced at home.

When obtained from a source other than a dispensa-
ry, there are a host of on-line sites to serve as “bud-ten-
der” for types of pot which can be procured. But the 
individual is still at the mercy of the provider, and the 
cost. Marijuana now is stronger, and certainly more var-
ied than it was in the 70’s, according to tests of illegally 
obtained pot.14 From a street level, the strength of the 
strain and the high, even like that from a dispensary, is 
unpredictable until used.

In short, no one knows how an individual will react 
to pot, or react when high, until he or she actually uses it.

POT VERSUS ALCOHOL – TESTING FOR USE OR 
IMPAIRMENT

Due to the variables of a strain’s potency, the person’s 
usage by ingestion or smoking, and even the person’s 
prior THC concentration, it is difficult to establish a pre-
cise mathematical relationship between a person’s THC 
blood concentration and performance impairing effects. 
The “buzz” achieved from pot and the “buzz” achieved 
from alcohol are distinctly different, both in testing and 
results.

The simple science on this is: alcohol is soluble. Once 
in the blood stream, it easily crosses over into the lungs, 
and can be measured in exhaled breath. Measuring the 

ounces or less of pot as a minor infraction, similar to a 
parking ticket.8

Keep in mind, however, the inherent conflict with 
marijuana: while it may be legal for medicinal use on a 
state level, and seen by many as tolerable in personal use, 
cannabis is still an illegal controlled substance on a feder-
al level, penalized no differently than cocaine or heroin. 
That is why physicians, who have their DEA9 license 
issued by the government to write scripts for controlled 
substances such as narcotics, can only write a letter of 
recommendation, and not a prescription for medical can-
nabis for therapeutic or palliative care. Certain physicians 
will not issue medical cannabis cards at all because of 
this discord, and those who do are cautioned that making 
a recommendation for pot in excess of the allotted 2.5 
ounces may be akin to prescribing an illegal substance.

As there is no presumption of neglect or endanger-
ment for medicinal use within a statutory amount, an 
argument can be made that the recreational use of pot, 
so long as it is not during parenting time, should also 
have no presumption of endangerment. While there may 
seem to be a vernacular difference between being buzzed, 
high or stoned,10 these are neither legal nor medical 
descriptions. Going back to the parenting scenarios, Bud 
may say that Mary Jane was stoned out of her mind while 
watching the twins, but Mary Jane may counter that she 
didn’t even feel buzzed on her medical marijuana. The 
question then becomes if there is a quantitative test for 
impairment for parenting time when pot is being used in 
any capacity.

UNPREDICTABLE STRENGTH, 
UNPREDICTABLE HIGH

Of the 85 or more active ingredients in pot, the two 
that are most studied are delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol 
(“THC”) and cannabidiol (“CBD”). THC is the psychoac-
tive component of the plant which causes the buzz, and 
the munchies. CBD doesn’t cause a high, but may have 
the curative components necessary for treating certain 
illnesses, such as epilepsy.11 Certain strains of pot are 
cultivated with high CBD and low THC, especially for use 
by teens and children.

Medical marijuana has the overtone of being regulat-
ed, but is not. Keep in mind that the pain management 
physician is not writing an actual script for cannabis, 
but is only certifying that the patient suffers from one of 12 The strain Girl Scout Cookies was reviewed on-line by an 

individual identified as Rico, to have a “very spicy taste, with a 
grape finish...visually stunning (with) dark signature leaves with 
orange hairs and a very crystalline body...a good strain for the 
movies, a coffee shop date, or music.” http://www.medicalm-
arijuanastrains.com/category/indica-marijuana/girl-scout-cook-
ies-indica-marijuana/.

13 Review of Pennywise at Midwest Compassion dispensary, 
http://www.midwestcompassion.org/portfolio/pennywise-2/, re-
view of BioJesus at PDI Medical Dispensary, https://pdimedical.
com/product/bio-jesus-cresco/.

14 Agata Blaszczak-Boxe, Potent Pot: Marijuana is Stronger Than 
it was 20 Years Ago, LiveScience, Feb. 8, 2016, http://www.
livescience.com/53644-marijuana-is-stronger-now-than-20-
years-ago.html.

8 California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New York, North Carolina, and Ohio, Rhode Island, 
Vermont. Illinois’ law was signed into effect on July 29, 2016, 
and removes criminal penalties for possession of 10 ounces or 
less, with a fine of $100 to $200.

9 U.S. Department of Justice Drug Enforcement Administration.
10 See Weeds That Please, http://www.weedsthatplease.com/3lev-

elsofhigh.htm, and Urban Dictionary http://www.urbandictionary.
com/define.php?term=levels%20of%20High.

11 Using Medical Marijuana to Stop Seizures in Kids, Science 
Daily, Feb. 8, 2016, https://www.sciencedaily.com/releas-
es/2016/02/160208140604.htm.
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PARENTING IMPAIRMENT IS NOT DRIVING 
IMPAIRMENT

Even Illinois’ new laws for driving and cannabis use 
cannot be translated to impairment for pot and parent-
ing.18 Illinois, which once had a per se law for marijuana, 
has now amended both the possession and usage codes 
for greater tolerance.

An individual with a qualified medical cannabis 
card and cannabis in her system cannot be charged with 
violating the statute unless that person is “impaired.”19 
Further, the standard is now a THC concentration of 5 
nanograms per milliliter of whole blood, or 10 nanograms 
or more of THC per milliliter of any other bodily sub-
stance. This amount qualifies one as performing, or oper-
ating a vehicle, “under the influence” of the drug.20 Note 
that the standard, “under the influence” for the purpose 
of driving, is significantly different from the word “im-
paired.”21 According to a National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration study, this THC concentration of 5 ng/ml 
is equivalent to a BAC of .02 or .03 – maybe 1 drink – and 
is significantly less than the legal standard of impairment 
for driving.22

In conclusion, a parent using medical marijuana en-
joys the presumption that her parenting while “under the 
influence” does not endanger the child. She can drive the 
children, and presumably maintain all normal parenting 
abilities, unless there is clear and convincing evidence 
proving otherwise. A parent using pot recreationally may 
be ordered to test for THC, and will likely test positive 
from the residual amount in her blood or urine. Will she 
have this same presumption of acceptable parenting, or 
will her parenting time be immediately restricted – be-
cause marijuana is an illegal substance – until she tests 
clean? The facts in a parenting case are never as simple 
as stated here. While the stigma has lessened and the 
tolerance is greater, and Illinois case law is still untested 
in this area, the 2012 California case of In re Drake M. had 
the relevant holding: a parent who abuses, shouldn’t be 
confused with a parent who uses.23

volume of alcohol in one part of your body, such as blood 
or urine, also measures the volume and effect on another 
part of your body – your brain. That was how the BAC 
(Blood Alcohol Concentration) test was standardized, for 
impairment while driving.

When alcohol use or abuse is at issue with parent-
ing time, the court can look to the legal driving limit for 
alcohol of .08 for impairment. A court can order the use 
of a breathalyzer or Soberlink® to immediately monitor 
alcohol use before, during, or after parenting time. This 
is an instantaneous measurement, and non-invasive, be-
cause the soluble alcohol is metabolized through breath, 
perspiration and urine. If a parent is ordered to abstain 
from alcohol completely because of prior endangering 
parenting actions, a random test and a positive blow 
could immediately suspend parenting time.

In comparison, THC, the high component of pot, 
is fat-soluble. When THC is absorbed via the lungs, the 
effect of the THC is almost instantaneous, and can last 
for 2-4 hours, decreasing quickly after maximum impair-
ment at approximately 20-40 minutes. Oral dosages, such 
as edibles, have an onset time for effectiveness at 30-120 
minutes after ingestion, but linger in the system for a 
greater duration. This height of intoxication, however, is 
not necessarily at the moment when THC levels peak in 
the blood. THC concentrations of 7 to 18 nanograms per 
millileter of blood – greatly exceeding what Illinois has 
determined is a legal limit – have been noted following 
a single puff or hit off of a joint. But that doesn’t neces-
sarily equate to the person being impaired off that single 
puff.

While there are devices under development for 
testing marijuana use at roadside,15 these are still exper-
imental because the amount of THC is hard to detect in 
saliva or breath, and the devices cannot measure impair-
ment.16 At this time, the most reliable way to measure 
THC levels is a blood sample, preferably an hour after 
use. Keep in mind, however, that THC concentrates in 
fatty tissue, and THC can trickle out from the brain, liver, 
and other fatty tissues into the blood long after the initial 
use. Residual THC is measurable in very low levels in the 
blood or urine for weeks after use, even though the user is 
certainly no longer impaired. In fact, the most common 
form of drug testing, the urinalysis, can only detect the 
presence of non-psychoactive drug metabolites, mean-
ing that the drug has been previously consumed at an 
unspecified time, but cannot detect impairment.17

18 See Hon. James K. Simonian, New Cannabis Law, Vol. 23, No. 
12, The Docket 14 (Dec. 2016).

19 625 ILCS 5/5011(a)(7).
20 Colorado and Washington State have the same law.
21 625 ILCS 5/11-501.2.
22 According to Jeffrey R. Hall, one of the drafters of the statute, 

this was a compromise to have the law pass. 5 ng/ml is akin 
to the Colorado law, but according to an NHTSA study, this 
level of THC in the blood is similar to a BAC of .02 or .03 – the 
presumption being in Illinois is that a person with this BAC 
level is sober. See Jeffrey H. Hall, DUI Cannabis and the New 
“Per Se” Limit of 5ng/ml of the THC in Whole Blood Under 625 
ILCS 5/11-501(a)(7), July 30, 2016, http://hallrustom.blogspot.
com/2016/07/2016-new-cannabis-laws-for-illinois.html.

23 See In re Drake M., 211 Cal. App. 4th 754, 769-70 (2012).

15 HoundLabs, Inc., Lifeloc and Cannabix are just some of the 
companies testing a marijuana breathalyzer.

16 Urinalysis, blood or hair follicle testing for most illegal substanc-
es with a positive result is frequently a per se suspension or 
supervision of parenting time.

17 Paul Armentano, The ABCs of Marijuana and Drug Testing, 
http://norml.org/marijuana/drug-testing/item/the-abcs-of-mari-
juana-and-drug-testing. A number of cases in Illinois have held 
the driver responsible because of the detection of pot in urine or 
blood, even though the individual was not impaired.
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copies of the most recent deed(s) and should order a title 
commitment when addressing property issues. Remem-
ber, a Marital Settlement Agreement is a contract which is 
“binding upon the court” unless it finds that the agreement 

is “unconscionable.”1 If the terms of 
the Marital Settlement Agreement 
describing the property differ from the 
actual underlying deeds, then you have 
created an ambiguity which could be a 
real problem if there is a post-dissolu-
tion dispute. Therefore, it is incumbent 
upon the drafter to physically examine 
the underlying deeds.

Some divorce attorneys take their 
client’s word when asking about the 
property’s title. The mis-titling of prop-

1 750 ILCS 5/505(b).

FOR THE SPOUSE RECEIVING THE PROPERTY
Have the Property Quitclaimed to that Spouse Alone

If you are representing the spouse that will be receiving 
the property, it is essential that it be deeded to the receiving 
spouse during the divorce. It is very dif-
ficult to get the opposing party to sign a 
quitclaim deed after the case is closed, 
and it can be time-consuming and cost-
ly to bring the matter back into court.

Avoid creating a situation that will 
almost certainly require you to file a 
motion or a new case to enforce a settle-
ment agreement. The issue of obtaining 
a quitclaim deed can be handled more 
expeditiously while the divorce case is 
pending and the parties still have lever-
age over one another.

If you are representing a divorc-
ing spouse, you absolutely must pull 

Doing the Deed 
Some Property Related Tips for Divorcing Couples

BY ADAM WHITEMAN

If you are representing a spouse in a divorce, make sure to follow through on issues 
relating to the disposition of the marital homestead. By “follow through,” do not just 
make a note of what should happen in the Marital Settlement Agreement and call it a 

day. Rather, make sure that the property gets quitclaimed and recorded as necessary and 
make sure that the mortgage is refinanced or that some other agreement is put in place 
to remove the non-owning spouse from any mortgage that encumbers the property. It is 
in the interest of both divorcing spouses that this issue be handled diligently.

Adam 
Whiteman 
concentrates 
his practice in 
the areas of 
real estate and 
business law, is 
the incoming 
president 
of the ISBA Real Estate Section 
Counsel, and is an arbitrator 
for the American Arbitration 
Association.
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to avoid clauses which require the parties to sell property 
and split the proceeds after the divorce is finalized. This 
is a recipe for trouble. Even if the parties get along, one of 
them may die and then you have to contend with an estate 
of potentially uncooperative heirs. It is far better to settle all 

property matters while the 
proceedings are pending. 
Try to creatively address 
these issues by refinanc-
ing and paying out one 
spouse, or by crediting one 
spouse based on an agreed 
value.

The idea of a divorce 
is to separate the parties. 
Continued interest in 
property ownership after 
a divorce does not consti-
tute a separation. Creating 
obligations to “sell the 
property” can also gener-
ate problems if the parties 
subsequently decide not 
to sell.

In the case of In re 
Marriage of Dudek, the 
settlement agreement 
provided that the marital 
residence, which the par-
ties held in joint tenancy, 

would remain in joint tenancy.5 The property settlement 
agreement also provided that, upon the agreement of the 
parties, the marital residence could be sold. The spouse 
(former wife) then died and her estate sued to force the sale 
of the property. The court determined that “the parties here 
clearly demonstrated their intent that the property remain 
in joint tenancy following the dissolution. Sophie never 
took any action contrary to that intent.”6 That is, since the 
ex-wife never took any action to sell the property during 
her lifetime, the joint tenancy provisions controlled and the 
surviving ex-husband received full right, title and interest 
in and to the property. Thus, the provision in the Marital 
Settlement Agreement that the property could be sold really 
didn’t accomplish much other than inviting a lawsuit by 
the decedent’s estate. In order to avoid such litigation, it is 
advised, where possible, that the divorcing parties avoid 
co-ownership of property following the divorce.

 In the case of In re Marriage of Dowty, the court was 
faced with a situation where the terms of the Marital Settle-
ment Agreement conflicted with the joint tenancy nature of 
the deed.7 In that case, “the property settlement agreement 
of the parties, as supplemented by their oral agreement at 

erty in a Marital Settlement Agreement can have profound 
effects on the disposition of property should there be a dis-
pute later. Most laymen do not know the difference between 
a joint tenancy deed and a tenancy by the entirety deed, and 
will likely mis-describe their deed when asked.

A mistake I have seen 
happened when the par-
ties wanted to “keep their 
property in joint tenancy,” 
and that is the way the 
divorce attorney drafted 
the marital settlement 
agreement. After the 
divorce, when the former 
husband died, the former 
wife claimed full own-
ership over the property 
because she thought the 
property was held in joint 
tenancy. However, it was 
then found that the prop-
erty was actually titled as 
tenants by the entirety. 
A dispute subsequently 
ensued between the for-
mer wife and the former 
husband’s estate. The 
estate claimed that under 
Illinois law, the effect of a 
divorce is to convert a tenancy by the entirety to a tenancy in 
common and that the estate, therefore, owned a 50 percent 
interest in the property.

Specifically, the relevant law is as follows:
“...the estate in tenancy by the entirety so created 
shall exist only if, and as long as, the tenants are and 
remain married to each other, and upon the death 
of either such tenant the survivor shall retain the 
entire estate; provided that, upon a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage or of declaration of invalid-
ity of marriage, the estate shall, by operation of law, 
become a tenancy in common until and unless the 
court directs otherwise...”2

By failing to check the actual deeds before drafting the 
Marital Settlement Agreement, the divorce attorney created 
ambiguity and practically invited post-dissolution litigation.

There is case law on this particular issue. In general, the 
terms of the Marital Settlement Agreement will control over 
the wording of the deed. Accordingly, “the property settle-
ment agreement defined the nature and extent of the rights 
and liabilities of the parties with respect to the marital real 
estate...”3 In the Coleman case, the court severed a joint 
tenancy deed due to the terms of the divorce decree and the 
conduct of the parties.4

If you are drafting a Marital Settlement Agreement, try 

“You may think that once 
your name is off the deed, 
you are safe from danger 

associated with continued 
ownership of the property. 

However, if your name 
remains on the note and 
mortgage, you are still 
exposed to many risks.”

2 765 ILCS 1005/1c.

3 In re Estate of Colman, Matter of, 77 Ill.App.3d 397, 400 (2d 
Dist. 1979).

4 Id.
5 In re Marriage of Dudek, 201 Ill.App.3d 995 (2d Dist. 1990).
6 Id. at 998.
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perspective. However, it would have helped to at least have 
a certified document signed by the Ex waiving homestead 
rights and granting the owning spouse full power of attor-
ney to dispose of the property and the mortgage. Perhaps 
such an agreement would also contain a provision prom-
ising to cooperate with any future need for signatures and 
perhaps an enforcement provision granting attorney fees if 
the owning spouse is forced to go back to court to compel 
the non-owning spouse to cooperate.

FOR THE NON-OWNING SPOUSE
Get the Non-Owning Spouse’s Name off the Deed

As counsel for the non-owning spouse, you do not want 
your client’s name to continue on the deed. This may seem 
counterintuitive to your client at first. He or she may think, 
what’s wrong with continuing to own something that was 
not awarded to me? The answer is “plenty.”

First, regardless of what the Marital Settlement Agree-
ment says, if your client’s name is on the deed, then your 
client is still the owner from the perspective of the rest of 
the world. That means, if a property tax bill is due, your 
client is liable for it. If someone slips and falls on the prop-
erty, your client can be sued. If a gas or water bill needs to 
be paid, your client better get out the checkbook. If the Ex 
stops making mortgage payments and a foreclosure case is 
commenced, your client will be named as a party.
Get Your Client’s Name off the Note and Mortgage

You may think that once your client’s name is off the 
deed, your client is safe from the danger associated with 
continued ownership of the property. However, if your cli-
ent’s name remains on the note and mortgage, your client is 
still exposed to many risks.

First, as with the deed, if your client’s name is still on 
the note and/or mortgage after the divorce, and there is a 
subsequent foreclosure case, your client will be named as 
a party. Remember, if your client’s name is still on the note 
and mortgage, then your client is still liable for the debt. The 
bank will not care that your client was divorced. The bank is 
not a party to, and therefore not affected by, the Marital Set-
tlement Agreement. Also, your client’s old note and mort-
gage with the Ex may affect your client’s credit and his or her 
ability to obtain a new mortgage on different property. If the 
Ex fails to make timely payments on the marital mortgage, 
it will affect your client’s credit score. Finally, your client will 
very likely be bothered for a signature down the road if the 
Ex does pretty much anything with the property other than 
continue to make payments.

CONCLUSION
As illustrated above, it is in the interest of both spouses to 

properly finalize property issues while the divorce proceeding 
is still pending. That process is when both parties have the 
most incentive to get property-related matters resolved so 
they can move on with their lives. Avoid clauses in Marital 
Settlement Agreements that keep the parties bound to one 
another through joint property ownership after the divorce. 
In any divorce setting, a clean separation is a better result.

the dissolution hearing, clearly demonstrates their intent to 
sell it as soon as possible. The property was, indeed, then on 
the market, and was only withdrawn from sale by the hus-
band at the untimely death of the wife. The other terms of 
their agreement depended for execution, in large part, upon 
the sale of the property; that was one condition for cessation 
of maintenance by the husband and also for distribution 
between the parties of their interests in the home, the wife’s 
share of the retirement trust funds and payment of her 
attorney’s fees.”8 This case exemplifies the problems that can 
be created when the Marital Settlement Agreement leaves 
issues to be resolved post-dissolution.
Re-Finance and Get the Ex off the Mortgage

In addition, if you are representing the spouse who will 
be receiving the property, your client should refinance so 
that the old mortgage can be paid off and a new mortgage 
can be obtained in his or her sole name. Your client may be 
tempted to keep the old mortgage and just keep making 
payments, knowing that his or her name is on the deed and 
thinking that is all that matters. In this case, your client 
would be wrong.

Having a non-owning ex-spouse on the mortgage 
can create many problems. First, if your client’s ex-spouse 
(hereafter called Ex) goes bankrupt, your client might not 
be able to sell his or her property if desired until your client 
or his or her lender files a motion in bankruptcy court to 
have the bankruptcy stay lifted with regard to the property. 
Once the lender finds out that the Ex has filed bankruptcy, 
the lender will not do anything until the stay has been lifted, 
even if the Ex is not on the deed. Just having the Ex on the 
mortgage will raise red flags for the lender and the bank-
ruptcy trustee who will want to confirm that the estate has 
no claim to the actual property.

Second, if your client has to undertake a short sale, the 
lender may require that the Ex (whose name is still on the 
mortgage) sign certain documents relating to the short 
sale or prove that their assets should not be considered for 
purposes of the short sale approval process.

Third, if your client sells the property, the title company 
(or the buyer’s attorney) might possibly demand that the Ex 
sign a document waiving any potential homestead rights. 
Or, at a minimum, your client will have to present his or her 
divorce papers to the title company and possibly to the buy-
er’s attorney, proving that the Ex has no remaining home-
stead rights. Why bother going through this exercise when 
the matter can be better handled during the divorce itself?

I can tell you from first-hand experience that I have 
handled real estate transactions where each of the above 
issues presented themselves. In each case, many expensive 
and time-consuming problems could have been avoided 
had proper titling and re-mortgaging been handled during 
the divorce.

I understand that re-mortgaging might not always be 
a realistic option for a variety of reasons from a financial 

7 In re Marriage of Dowty, 146 Ill.App.3d 675 (2d Dist. 1986).
8 Id. at 679 (emphasis added).
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19th Annual 
Civil Trial and Appeals Committee

Seminar & Golf Outing
Defendant’s Right to Independent Counsel, The State of Mediation and Civil Trial 

Ethics are just a couple of the topics that will be addressed.  
 

3.5 CLE hours including a minimum of .5 Ethics credit
 

Thursday, May 25, 2017
Kenosha Country Club  |  Kenosha, WI

 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. Breakfast  

 8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Seminar  

 12:30 p.m. Golf (Shotgun Start) 

 5:00 p.m. Post Game Reception & 
  Awards 

For more information or to register online go to our calendar at www.lakebar.org
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CONSENT AGENDA
• January Minutes
• New Members
• Notices of passing 

procedure

A motion was made 
and seconded to adopt the 
consent agenda, which was 
approved unanimously.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Treasurer’s Report

The Executive Director 
provided the Treasurer’s 
Report, and noted that the 
Association’s account bal-
ance remains healthy from 
a historical perspective. The 
expenses for the upcoming 
President’s Award Dinner, 
the Justice at Dachau CLE, 
and the Appellate Justice’s 
Reception have been either 
largely or completely de-
frayed through sponsorships. 
We are starting the year with 
an account balance that is 
slightly higher than usual, 
but there will be increasing 
program expenses in the 
coming months, as usual.

Registrations for the 
April Family Law Seminar 
currently stand at about 
50% of the total expected, 
but the early-bird registra-
tion date closes on February 
28, so many registrations 
will occur in the coming two 
weeks.

UPDATES REGARDING
Justice at Dachau: 

Thursday, February 23 – 
Jury Assembly Room

This event sold out (it is 
a free event) with 148 regis-
trations.

Attendees will include 
some members of the pub-
lic, including some students, 
so the program is antici-
pated to be a great overall 
success.

President’s Award Dinner: 
Friday, February 24 – 
Highland Park Country 
Club

Registrations for this 
event are robust at 130 peo-
ple, and will likely total 145.

Reception with the 
Appellate Court Justices: 
Thursday, April 27 – Royal 
Melbourne C.C.

This first-of-its-kind 
event in Lake County has 
generated a large interest 
among sponsors thanks to 
Joe Fusz’s outreach efforts. 
The event will be limited to 
350 attendees so that we can 
better plan for the event’s 
costs. LCBA members will 
be encouraged to RSVP ear-
ly, and this will be a mem-
bers-only event.

Nominating Committee 
Appointments

The Nominating 
Committee concluded its 
meeting shortly before the 
Association Board finished 
its meeting, allowing us to 
report here the results:

As new Directors, 
Judge Christen Bishop and 
Assistant Public Defender 
Katherine Hatch; for Sec-
retary, Shyama Parikh; for 
Treasurer, Richard Kessler; 
for Second Vice President, 
Stephen Rice.

Discussion Regarding 
Creating Entrepreneurial 
Committee

Discussion on this item 
was postponed, pending 
further information at next 
month’s meeting.

Discussion Regarding 
Gridiron 2018 Leadership

The President and Frist 
Vice President will be meet-
ing soon with the Gridiron’s 
previous directors, Veron-
ica O’Malley and Janelle 
Christensen, to gather their 
insight on moving forward 
with new leadership for the 
2018 Gridiron.

Driver’s License
The Chief Judge has 

approved the pilot program, 
but there is no set date for a 
first session. Written mate-
rials will first need to be de-
veloped, and also volunteers 

solicited to staff the event.

Access to Justice Award
A motion was made and 

seconded to approve these 
individuals for the following 
awards for the upcoming 
Access to Justice luncheon, 
and the motion passed 
unanimously:

MEMBERS PRESENT
Donald J. Morrison
 President
Jennifer J. Howe
 First Vice-President
Brian J. Lewis
 Second Vice-President
Richard N. Kessler
 Treasurer
Stephen J. Rice
 Secretary
Vacant
 Immediate Past President
Hon. Daniel B. Shanes
Shyama S. Parikh
Joseph M. Fusz
Patricia L. Cornell
Tara Devine
Torrie Newsome
Chris Boadt
 Executive Director
Melanie Rummel
 LCBF President

Meeting
Minutes

The

BY STEPHEN J. RICE
SECRETARY

Board of Directors’ Meeting
February 16, 2017
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• Access to Justice 
Award: Jacqueline 
Giron

• Gideon Award: Robin 
Demars

• Justice Robert H. Jack-
son Award: Reginald 
Mathews

Building Remodel Update
Due to the bids we 

received several months ago 
being higher than expect-
ed, the Foundation made 
another push to raise an 
additional $450,000. That 
effort was a limited success: 
the Foundation secured a 
$50,000 commitment from 
Wintrust Financial Corpora-
tion over a five-year period. 
Other efforts did not pro-
duce further contributions, 
which means that renovat-
ing the building under the 
current low bid for construc-
tion remains unattainable.

A new plan, which 
foresees renovating the 
building in two phases, will 
be discussed at an upcom-
ing February Joint Facilities 
Committee meeting. That 
meeting will take place 
directly before the Lake 
County Bar Foundation 
meeting, and the Joint 
Facilities Committee will 
report to the Foundation 
for its ultimate decision on 
renovating the building 
in two distinct phases. For 
Phase 1, the pledges to date 
and some financing would 
enable the Foundation to 
complete two-thirds of the 
building remodel, which 
would entail redoing the 
office space and creating the 
member center. The mem-
ber center would be configu-
rable for small events (fitting 
approx. 22 people), such 
that committees and other 
meetings could occur in 
that space. The larger event 
center, which is envisioned 

for the northern part of the 
building, would be built out 
later, and the current office 
space located there now 
would continue to exist. 
The Bar Association can 
use that space during the 
construction, thus saving 
some relocation expenses. 
Also, that space can hope-
fully generate income for 
the Foundation once the 
renovation is complete. The 
current tenant in Unit C has 
vacated the space, so the 
Association’s staff can move 
into that space at any time. 
Eventually, the Foundation 
budgets that that space can 
be rented for approximately 
$2,000 per month.

The first phase of 
construction will likely cost 
between $600,000-$709,000, 
depending on the final con-
tract award. The Foundation 
has a current proposal for 
$659,000, but with some 
plan modifications, the 
amount can be reduced. As 
of Feb. 16, the Foundation 
has pledged contributions 
that total $480,000. Addi-
tionally, after speaking with 
several banks, the Founda-
tion should be able to obtain 
a line of credit for up to 
$500,000. For Phase 1, initial 
financial plans indicate that 
the Foundation would use a 
maximum of approximate-
ly $340,000 of the line of 
credit. Payments on that fi-
nancing would total around 
$1,275 per month, assuming 
a 4.5% interest rate.

Foundation President 
Melanie Rummel noted 
that the big costs associat-
ed with the renovation are 
from what could be called 
the “bones” of the building: 
structural, HVAC, and elec-
trical work. Also, firewalls 
to meet building code 
requirements drive costs 
higher, and are required 

both upstairs and in the 
basement. Plans different 
from the ones we currently 
have would not necessarily 
reduce the renovation costs 
due to these structural is-
sues. An event space holding 
100 people requires the floor 
to be reinforced to hold the 
weight. To confirm that the 
work is indeed necessary, 
the Foundation had a differ-
ent building expert review 
the plans, and that person 
confirmed that it’s mostly 
building infrastructure that 
drives up the cost.

Several other aspects 
of the building need to be 
considered as well. First, 
the current HVAC system, 
which consists of three 
separate units, is in poor 
condition. The HVAC for 
Unit B is broken completely; 
Unit C’s HVAC is ailing; Unit 
A is functioning, having 
been most recently repaired. 
The other cost that will arise 
in the near future is the roof, 
which has an estimated 
replacement cost of over 
$80,000.

The risk with not pro-
ceeding in a phased ap-
proach is that the Founda-
tion risks losing the donors 
who have currently pledged 
to support the project. That 
same risk exists if we seek to 
alter the plans too drastically 
by soliciting new ones, and 

there is no guarantee that we 
would necessarily achieve a 
more affordable end result if 
that were to occur.

Joe Fusz spoke out in 
favor of hiring a project 
manager to help us better 
understand and manage the 
project. This suggestion met 
with widespread agreement 
and would be forwarded to 
the Foundation Board for its 
consideration.

No action was called to 
be taken by the Association 
Board at this time, but its 
discussion would be brought 
to the Joint Facilities Com-
mittee, and ultimately to the 
Bar Foundation Board.

Thanks to Stephen 
Rice for providing lunch to 
the Board for its February 
meeting.

Grapevine
The

Deanna Hoyt has joined the 
firm of Schlesinger & Strauss, 
LLC.

***
Michael Viglione of Ryan, 
Ryan and Landa was named 
a Super Lawyer Rising Star 
for 2016.



The Docket32

Committee
Meetings

Monthly

• RSVP to a meeting at www.lakebar.org.

• Meetings subject to change, please check your weekly e-news, the on-line calendar 
at www.lakebar.org or call the LCBA Office @ (847) 244-3143.

• Please feel free to bring your lunch to the LCBA office for any noon meetings. Food 
and beverages at restaurants are purchased on a individual basis.

DAY MEETING LOCATION TIME

1st Tuesday (Odd Mo.) Diversity & Community 
Outreach LCBA 12:15-1:15

1st Thursday Real Estate Primo, Gurnee 5:15-6:15

1st Thursday (Odd Mo.) Docket Editorial 
Committee LCBA 12:15-1:15

2nd Tuesday (Odd Mo.) Immigration LCBA 4:30-5:30

2nd Wednesday Family Law Advisory 
Group (FLAG) LCBA 12:15-1:15

2nd Wednesday Trusts and Estates Park City Courthouse 12:15-1:15

3rd Tuesday Local Government LCBA 12:15-1:15

3rd Tuesday LCBF Board of Trustees LCBA 4:00

3rd Wednesday Family Law C-103 12:15-1:15

3rd Wednesday (Odd Mo.) Employment Law Beelow’s Steakhouse, 
Highland Park 5:15-6:15

3rd Thursday LCBA Board of Directors LCBA 12:00 noon

3rd Thursday Civil Trial and Appeals Primo, Gurnee 5:30-6:30

4th Friday Young and New Lawyers LCBA 12:15-1:15

TBD Criminal Law TBD TBD

TBD Debtor/Creditor Rights TBD TBD

Bulletin
Board

Bar

Opportunity to take over a general 
practice. Fifty years of forms on 
computer. All furniture, files, files 
in process and books. Downtown 
Waukegan - Nominal cost. Telephone: 
(847) 336-8510 Hercules Paul Zagoras

To place an ad or for information on 
advertising rates, call (847) 244-3143





PRST STND
US POSTAGE
PAID

GURNEE, IL
PERMIT NO. 208

300 Grand Avenue, Suite A
Waukegan, IL 60085

Tel: 847-244-3143
Fax: 847-244-8259

Name: ______________________________________ Firm: ________________________________________
Display Acknowledgment as: _________________________________________________________________
(How the sponsor’s name will appear)
Address: ____________________________________ City, State & Zip: ______________________________
Phone: _____________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Payment method:  o Check enclosed o Visa o Mastercard o Discover o American Express  
Number:  ___________________________________ Expiration Date: ____/____/____ CVV: ___________ 
Signature:  ________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE RETURN REGISTRATION TO:
Lake County Bar Association • 300 Grand Avenue, Ste A • Waukegan, IL 60085

TEL (847) 244-3143 • FAX (847) 244-8259

2017 LCBA Golf Outing & Sponsor Registration
MY FOURSOME:

1. ____________________________________
 HDCP

2. ____________________________________
 HDCP

3. ____________________________________
 HDCP

4. ____________________________________
 HDCP

Please try and place me with:

Name: ________________________________

o Individual Player: # ____ @ $175
 (includes golf, lunch & reception)  
o Foursome: # ____ @ $700
 (includes golf, lunch & reception)  
o Feel Good Four Pack:  # ____ @ $20
o Lunch:  # ____ @ $20 
o Reception & 1 Drink Ticket: # ____ @ $20
o Eagle Sponsor (includes 4 players) $1,200
o Gold Tee Sponsor $1,000
o Silver Tee Sponsor $500
o Tee Sponsor $150
o Cart Sponsor $75
o Raffle Prize Sponsor *
 Total $ __________

Sponsorship opportunities are available on a first paid, first serve basis. Sponsors will be recognized with signage at the event and 
a thank you ad in The Docket.

Cont act Information

Thursday, July 27, 2017 • Glen Flora Country Club

• Registration & Practice 10:30 a.m.
• Lunch 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
• Shot Gun 12:30 p.m.
• Post Game Reception Approx. 5:00 p.m.

For more information

see page 16-17


