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President's Page
by Fredric Bryan Lesser, President

C

hange. It's not just the
coins in your pocket.
Change is an ongoing
process. As we have all experienced, change is a constant in
life. Now, change may be coming to the LCBA in the form of
an expanded governance structure and wider membership.
Board of Directors
Your LCBA suffers from
mood swings. No, Prozac won't
help. The personality of the
President determines the attitude and approach of the organization. We shift wildly from
Bernie Wysocki to Deb Goldberg to Bob Smith to Rick
Lesser. Whiplash! Frankly, the
Prez has too much power under
our current structure not because the By-Laws grant the
power, but because the organization around the President is
too small.
Currently, the LCBA is governed by the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee
consists of the officers, of which
there are only six. Of the officers, four serve for a four-year
period. Only the Second VP, the
Secretary and the Treasurer are
newly elected each year.

Two years ago we created
the Member-At-Large position
in an attempt to widen the gov··
erning group and promote diversity. But even with the addition of the Member-At-Large,
this is a small group. A quorum
is only four people, and we
have had meetings with just
four. Four people, including the
President, is a very small group
to decide the direction of an
8S0-member organization.
Too few coins means that
some kind of coin is missing:
pennies, nickels, dimes or quarters, some kind has to go. A
small group means that many
voices are not heard. A small
group means too few opportunities for others who may want
to participate. A small group
also means too few people to
tackle projects and issues as
they arise.
The result is that the President does pretty much whatever the Prez wants to do. I
know I do. In order to remedy
these restrictions and reduce the
severity of these mood swings,
the Executive Committee has
recommended that we create a
Board of Directors. Having a
larger and more diverse representation of the membership in

the organization should build
some stability from year to year.
The directors will have threeyear terms and be able to serve
up to six years. This will improve institutional memory.
Currently, the maximum term is
four years. The director terms
will be staggered, with two new
directors elected each year,
along with the new Second VP,
the Secretary and the Treasurer.
This will create more opportunities for people to get involved
and more avenues for change.
More room for a few red cents.
When we last amended the
By-Laws, we placed two-year
term limits on the Treasurer and
Secretary in an attempt to move
more people through these positions and thus through the Executive Committee. We wanted
to create more opportunities for
people to participate.
But Treasurer and Secretary
are jobs. They are not offices designed to reflect opinions or
provide opportunities, although
the current Secretary and Treasurer fill both roles well. These
are jobs. The LCBA will be better off if there is more stability
in these jobs.
Right now, the Honorable
Dan Shanes (Secretary) and the
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Uber-Honorable Perry Smith
(Treasurer extraordinaire) have
done outstanding work for you,
despite being repeatedly
slighted by the current President. When people don't pay
their dues on time, they get a
call from Perry. Under the new
proposed By-Laws, there will be
no term limi ts for the Secretary
and the Treasurer. They will
serve at your pleasure, like sliding a silver dollar into a Vegas
slot machine (shameless Real
Estate Law Seminar promo).
Associate Members
The new By-Laws, if
adopted, will do something else:
they will establish two classes of
members: Attorney and Associate. Don't look so shocked: we
have five classes of membership
now . This will be simpler. The
LCBA will continue to be run by
the Attorney Members, who
will be the only ones to vote and
hold formal office.
The Associate Members will
be allied professionals. First and
foremost, we should organize a
paralegal committee of some
kind. The College of Lake
County runs a fantastic Paralegal Studies program led by

Cook
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LCBA member Gayle Miller.
They have over 300 students!
They'd like to have the opportunity to join us.
There are also the psychologists and other social counselors
who add so much zest to the
Family Law Committee. There
are the bank trust officers and
accountants who are a part of
the fabric of estate planning and
administration in Lake County,
as well as part of the Wills,
Trusts & Probate Committee.
There are the title insurance
closers and administrators who
now attend our Real Estate Law
Committee meetings and seminars.
1'd love to see Susan
Perlman, the Volunteer Coordinator at Prairie State Legal Services, who is not actually a lawyer, be able to join the LCBA.
Few lay people have done more
to make legal services available
to the people of Lake County
than Susan. She has already
earned her membership, but she
and all Associate Members
would have to pay dues. Everyone has to help pull this wagon,
because it's loaded with Double-Eagle gold coins.
The new Board of Directors
will have to create opportunities

Serving Counties of

Kendall
lake
McHenry
Will

and set the dues structure for
Associate Members. I hope that
they will do everything possible
to make Associate Members feel
welcomed and valued. As our
Bar Association Guru, Eric
Mann, says, "Don't make them
feel like the red-headed stepchildren a t the brown-haired
family picnic. Don't push them
off to the side and make them
feel different. Welcome them
and they will respond."
High Noon In The
Iu!)' Assembly Room For A
Fistful Of Dollars
The current By-Laws require
the Annual Meeting to be held
on the fourth Tuesday of March.
[Note to future LCBA By-Laws
Amenders: Do Not Put Specific
Dates in the By-Laws.l
This year, that's in the middle of Spring Break. I realize
that if you do not have children,
or if you are from Outer Mongolia (or Park City), you may not
understand Spring Break. When
I was growing up, Spring Break
was the fiction of Frankie AvaIon movies. But now, as we parents know, Spring Break is a
huge vacation time. Not for me;
your LCBA President lives only
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to serve you.
The proposed new By-Laws
will also give the new Board the
ability to vary the date of the
Annual Meeting, so long as it is
held within the month of
March.
At High Noon on Thursday,
March 20 (Spring Break Eve),
we're going to have a Special
Annual Meeting. At the meeting, we will first elect a new
slate of candidates under the
current By-Laws: a new Second
Vice-President, a Member-AtLarge, a Treasurer, and a Secretary. Due to the term limits now
in effect, the future Board will
lose the very able counsel of
Dan Shanes, who has now
served the limit of two years as
Secretary.
After we elect the new officers, we will vote on the proposed new By-Laws. We will
need a quorum of 42 members
and a vote from two-thirds of
those attending to adopt the
new By-Laws.
The Plan After

\

I

Assuming that the new ByLaws are adopted, the Nominating Committee will reconvene
to nominate five of the new Directors. The Nominating Committee consists of Chair Ed
McGlynn and members Bernie
Wysocki, Deb Goldberg, Bob
Smith, Mike Waller, Steve Katz
and Leslie Klocek. If you know
any of them, please put in your
two cents worth on who should
be nominated. The sixth Director will automatically be the
newly-elected Member-AtLarge Elect. If you are interested
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in serving as a Director, please
send a note to Executive Director Amy Darling (adarling@lakebar .org) and she will distribute whatever you send to
the Committee.
You will then be sent the
nominations. We will hold a
special election at the regular
May Meeting (hopefully May
27) to elect the five new Directors . Stay tuned for the April
and May Dockets. Faithful readers of this column will know the
why, how, who, where, and
when.
Other candidates can be
nominated through the procedure spelled out in the current
(and unchanged m the proposed) By-Laws. You will need
a petition signed by 30 Attorney
Members. Like a spectator at the
Coliseum, I actually like democracy and I hope tha t we will
have a contested election for Directors at the May meeting. I
survived a contested public
election last April. You'll live
through it too.
The Directors chosen at the
May meeting will be: 1 for a
one-year term (the Member-AtLarge being the second Director
with an initial one-year term); 2
Directors for initial two-year
terms; and 2 Directors for initial
three-year terms. That's how we
get the terms staggered. This
will effectively double the size
of the current governing body.
The newly-elected Directors
will be sworn in along with the
new officers at Bryan Winter's
Installation Dinner on June 6.
This will be a great and fun
night. I hope you'll be there.
The new Board will then take

office.
r have hope for the future of
this organization. We can do a
lot for the people of Lake
County, and we can do a lot to
make the practice of law more
enjoyable and rewarding. Right
now, it sure can be a pain. Anything that helps to build civility,
collegiality and cooperation is
welcomed.
New Courthouse
Building Update
I'm glad to report that our
new Chief Judge, David Hall,
has been hard at work organizing a team to achieve a new
courts building. If you are a
regular reader of this column,
you may recall that in the November President's Page, I
wrote about the need our growing county has for a facility to
handle the exploding criminal
docket. In a change from November, the new building may
house the civil courts, which
would leave the old building to
the criminal justice bar.
Chief Judge Hall has been
actively lobbying your County
Board for the key support necessary to accomplish this objective. Many of you know County
Board members and other opinion makers. Please talk up the
need for a new courthouse.
I keep seeing Judge Hall all
over the building. He is taking a
keen and active interest in the
overall well-being of the Circuit
Court of Lake County. If you
see him in the halls or at Starbucks, please feel free to say
"Hi." Unless you are looking for
loose change.

Annual
Commercial Title Company

Roll Call

~p

v' Supportive of Attorney Protecti ng IIIi nois HB 1319?

-OPPOSED
v' Working to Protect Lawyers from
Draconian Disclosure Rules?

Proposed

- MIA
v' Active Attorney Marketing Programs?

-AWOL
../ Defending Multiple RESPA Enforcement Actions
Placing Illinois Lawyers at Avoidable Risk?
- PRESENT (unfortunately)

..............................................................................
If your title company cannot be counted on to protect and promote your
practice, come home to the nations oldest bar related® organization.
For more information on KESPA compliance or PNTN,
call Kathy at 312-696-2759, Ext. 2794.

Professional National Title Network, Inc.
Chicago - Crystal Lake- Joliel -

Libertyvil~ -

Lincolnwood - Lombard - Oak Lawn - Olympia Fields - Palatine - Tinley Park

PNTN is an agent for the Florida Fund, the nation 's largest bar relate~ title group
operating exclusively through law firm members since 1947.
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Chief Judge's Page
by Han. David M. Hall

[I prepared these remarks for

the" State of the Judiciary"
address I gave at the
LeBA's January monthly
business meeting.]

I

have been privileged these
last 19 years to serve as one
of your judges. I have
worked in every court, some
for longer periods than others,
and have had the opportunity
to learn much about people.
People are good. OK,
they're not perfect, but I like
working with them. They are
remarkably predictable. I enjoy
helping you solve the problems that bring your clients to
court, to bring conflicts to a
conclusion, and to help people
move on.
For all of us in the practice,
one of the things we hear
about regarding court administration is how Diane Flory
used to run the whole court
system seemingly by herself.
Ultimately, I remember asking
the question, "Who is Z?" Z is
Bob Zastany, our trial court
administrator. Z started with
our courts in 1985, when Jack
Hoogasian was the Chief

Judge.
Under Z's leadership, our
court administration staff
members work hard, and they
know their position within the
organization; they have a sense
of place and a sense of purpose. Most importantly, they
are proud to be a part of the
justice system, and to work
with attorneys. They know it is
significant work that they do
on behalf of the Lake County
courts, helping people resolve
conflict.
It is important, and we in
Lake County do it well. We in
the courts also strive to work
well with our court partners,
particularly the State's Attorney, the Sheriff and the Circui t
Clerk. As a result of our history of cooperation, we have
been working for close to ten
years on a system-wide project
you may have heard about, Integrated Justice. It was started
while Henry TOnigan was the
Chief Judge. It is actually a
part of a nationwide initiative
begun by the U.S. Department
of Justice in the 1990's.
Integrated Justice first required all of the elected officials who are part of the justice

system to work and plan together. The goal was to enable
all of our computer systems to
communicate with one another
without technical roadblocks.
The ultimate objective is
not just communication among
all the computers, but the
transmission of data. Some
others are: to type once, not
multiple times by each of the
offices; to send documents
electronically, similar to e-mail,
and to ultimately stop using
the paper copy; and to accomplish e-filing system-wide. Already, the State's Attorney has
the ca pa bili ty to transmi t a
pleading electronically to the
clerk. This is the beginning of
an e-filing capability in criminal cases. At present, the Supreme Court has no approved
protocol for e-filing in criminal
cases, although there are such
protocols for pilot projects in
civil cases.
Sally Coffelt is anxious to
obtain permission from the
Administrative Office of the
Illinois Courts, on behalf of the
Supreme Court, for Lake
County to become a site for
such a pilot project for e-filing
in civil cases. I will be w'o rking
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with the Clerk's office on this
initiative.
My overriding goal is to
maintain good communication
with all of the players in the
court system. I know this is
easier said than done, but it is
critical to any hope of succeeding in any initiative we undertake.
Almost as high a priority is
the need to examine every aspect of how we handle each
type of case, to reduce the
amount of time people spend
in court, to help everyone focus on the cases at hand and
bring them to resolution
sooner.
Much work has already
been done on these case management projects. Judge
Stephen Walter was the first
chairman of our case management task force, which was initiated by Judge Christopher
Starck. It was as a result of our
case management initiatives
that the fourth floor restructuring took place. We have entirely re-configured our misdemeanor and DUI courts in an
effort to better process the
cases and save time and court
appearances for witnesses, defendants and their attorneys.
We will be focusing next on the
felony division. E-Filing is an
important part of these case
management improvements.
In order to ultimately succeed in moving cases through
the courts in a timely fashion,
we must make progress on our
next goal, and that is to work
with the County Board to build

The Docket

a new courthouse-not more
remodeling, but an additional,
new building, to meet the
needs for the next 20 years.
It has been my hope for the
last 10 years that we would
have this opportunity during
my short time as Chief Judge.
It will allow us to anchor ourselves firmly in the 21 st century. To function as a court
system, we need a proper
courthouse. The core building
constructed in the 1960's, while
far from perfect, is basically a
good one. However, it is
packed to the gills, with 31
judges trying to hold court in
27 courtrooms.
Building a new courthouse
will be a fun project to work on
together. I have already received tremendous cooperation from everyone, most importantly the Lake County Bar
Association. President Rick
Lesser and the Executive Committee are as excited as we are
about the potential. We all
sense that the time is now and
that this is our moment to leap
forward.
I pledge to you my tireless
efforts on behalf of these goals.
Our ability to maintain the
high performance of our justice
system depends on planning
and providing appropriate
courtrooms and support facilities before the need is upon us.
With your continued encouragement and support, I know
that our funding sources will
appreciate our needs and join
us in our anticipation and success.

March 2008

I would like to acknowledge
the passing of a truly
ama:<:lI1g woman,
.Adeline Jay Seo· Karis.
She was a maroelous
politician and a tenacious
and {ormidable player in
Lake (9ounty and I/linois
politics {or decades. I had
the privilege o{ working
with her {or over 30 years
in our pro{essional capacities
and she was an honorable
woman o{ convictions.
'You knew where you stood
with Seo! She was a {orce
to be reckoned with, and
she will truly be missed.
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The Challenge
of Judicial
Subcircuit Elections
by Stephen E. Walter

W

hat is, or should be,
the role of the Lake
County Bar Association in this year's judicial elections?
On January 16, the United
States Supreme Court upheld
the constitutionality of New
York State's procedure for
nominating major party candidates for the position of trial
court judge on the general election ballot. New York State Board
of Elections, et al. v. Lopez Torres,
et al., 128 S.Ct. 791 (No. 06-766,
Jan. 16, 2008). Portions of two
concurring opinions provide
food for thought.
Justice Kennedy's concurrence, joined in pertinent part
by Justice Breyer, includes:
The rule of law, which is a
foundation of freedom, presupposes a functioning judiciary respected for its independence, its professional
attainments, and the absolute probity of its judges.
And it may seem difficult to
reconcile these aspirations
with elections . . . . Judicial
elections, if fair and open,
1.
2.
3.

could be an essential forum
for society to discuss and
define the attributes of judicial excellence and to find
ways to discern those qualities in the candidates. The
organized bar, the legal academy, public advocacy groups, a
principled press, and all the

The subcircuit legislation
has confounded the election
of judges, and the organized
bar needs to step up and
provide guidance.

other components of functioning democracy must engage in
this process. (emphasis
added).l
Justices Stevens and Souter,
after concluding in a separate
concurring opinion that the
practice of electing judges is
unwise, quote Thurgood Marshall: "The Constitution does
not prohibit legislatures from

enacting stupid laws. "2
Such is the case m Lake
County and in some, but not
all, judicial circuits in the Sta te
of Illinois. For the first time,
judges in our circuit will be
elected from two subcircuits,
the First and Second, at the November general election. The
hurdles that voters have faced
in the past in understanding
the process and in evaluating
the qualifications of judicial
candidates have increased in
number and height. The subcircuit legislation has confounded
the election of judges, and the
organized bar needs to step up
and provide guidance.
The efforts of many in Illinois to reform the elective process with some type of judicial
merit selection has failed.3
Rather, the 19 th Circuit is one of
a few circuits in Illinois now
required to elect some of its circuit judges from geographical
areas within the circuit. Using
the thinly veiled argument that
subcircuit elections will increase the number of racial and
ethnic minority judges, the leg-

New York State Bd. of Elections v. Lopez Torres, 128 S.Ct. 791, 803 (2008) (Kennedy, J" concurring),
ld. at 801 (Stevens, J" concurring).
See American Judicature Society, Judicial Selection in the States, illinois, History of Judicial Selection Reform, found at wWVoI.ajs.org/js/fL_history.htm.
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islature has anointed us to follow in the wake of Cook
County experience. 4 We now
go blindly into the night.
In the past, a registered
voter in Lake County was informed that all candidates for
circuit judge were elected circuit-wide. All voters in the
county had the same choices
for judicial candidates. There
was ready access to candidate
names for both election and retention. With the help of the
LCBA, ISBA, and print media,
information about both candidates, and sitting judges, was
available. Now, it's not that
easy, at least within the subcircuits. Who votes in which elections? The subcircuit boundaries may be clear to a few, but
not to the general public. For
example, the First Subcircuit
includes portions of Benton,
Newport, Waukegan and Zion
townships. However, 23 precincts are split among different
subcircuits. In the Second Sub4.

5.

circuit, 41 precincts are similarly divided. So, many voters
will enter precinct polling
places and be given ballots that
vary according to the street address of their residence. In this
November's election, some voters will have the opportunity to
vote for a contested circuit

Given the increased
obstacles, it is up to us
to craft and lead a renewed
educational effort.

judge election, while neighbors
within the same precinct will
not. The real challenge is to
educate the voters, and answer
their inevitable questions, well
in advance.
Currently, there are no
readily available published
maps clearly showing subcircuit boundaries. Further, the

available voter identification
cards do not list the holder's
judicial subcircuit. A voter can
log on to the Lake County
Clerk's website, input his or her
address and view the appropriate ballots But that is not
enough. Educating voters in
circuit-wide judicial election
and retention measures has
been neither easy nor entirely
effective. Maintaining interest
that deep into the ballot has always been a challenge, one that
will be compounded in subcircuit elections. Given the increased obstacles, it is up to us
to craft and lead a renewed
educational effort.
What can be done? The following are a few thoughts. The
LCBA Judicial Selection and
Retention Committee should
consider expanding its role beyond bar polls, candidate interviews and recommendations
and dissemination of results.
There should be a team approach, together with appropri-

See Malcolm C. Rich, Chicago Council of LAwyers Position on the Creation of Judicilll Subcircuits Outside a/Cook County, January 14, 2005, found at
www.chicagocouncil.org/poliCY/0l140S.htrn;StephenAnderson. Keep a straight faith, ISBA Bar News, July 6, 2004, found at
http: //www.isba.org/Association /047f.htm#gen44. Consider that OUf first subcircuit elections may result in the los5 of an incumbent minority
judge.
www.co.lake.il.us/mtydk.
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II!
ate representatives of the
County Clerk's office, township
offices, media and civic groups.
We should begin regular informational presentations, in the
communities, outlining all judicial selection, election and retention procedures and answering questions posed. Voters
need to have ready availability
to all of this information, together with candidate qualifications, well before the election.
Perhaps this can be augmented
by newspaper articles, cable
programming and mailings.
The County Clerk's office
has advised that it will be adding subcircuit designations to
voter identification cards in the
future and that it is considering

~I
including more specific information on the office's website.
Further, the County Clerk's office has expressed a willingness
to work with us on a future informational campaign.
How to proceed is up to the
team. But, time is short.

Let's begin the effort!

Stephen E. Walter
served as a judge
in Lake County
from 1985-2006.
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An Overview of the
Judicial Selection &
Retention Committee
by Stephen H. Katz

H

ave
you
thought
about putting your
name in for one of
those Associate Judge positions? Have you noticed that
the LCBA announces ratings of
the candidates for Associate
Judge, and that most of the candidates receive ratings of
"Recommended" or "Highly
Recommended?" Very few candidates are rated "Not Recommended." Have you wondered
how this evaluation process
works? This article will explain
the workings of the Judicial Selection and Retention Committee and answer those questions.
The Judicial Selection and
Retention Committee is a
standing committee of the
LCBA, and was created by the
LCBA's By-laws. The committee has its own rules and regulations, which state that the
purpose of the committee is to
investigate and conduct hearings as to the qualifications of
candidates who seek judicial
office. The committee consists
of fifteen members of the
LCBA, all appointed by the
LCBA President for staggered
three-year terms. One of the
members serves as Chairperson

of the committee. Although it is
a standing committee, this committee only meets when an
evaluation needs to be conducted, and that occurs when a
vacancy needs to be filled.
Here is how the process
works: It begins when the Illinois Supreme Court authorizes
the Chief Judge of the Nine-

This article will explain
the workings of the Judicial
Selection and Retention
Committee and answer
those questions.

teenth Judicial Circuit to post a
notice of vacancy for the office
of Associate Judge. The Notice
gives attorneys living in Lake
County 30 days to file an application with the Administrative
Office of the Illinois Courts. After the 30-day deadline, the Administrative Office notifies our
Court Administrator of the candidates' names, and those
names are then provided to the

LCBA. The Secretary of the
LCBA reviews the list of candidates' names, and any candidates who have not been previously evaluated are contacted
and invited to submit themselves to the evaluation process
by the Judicial Selection & Retention Committee.
Candida tes for Associa te
Judge are given a questionnaire
to complete. The questionnaire
is 17 pages long, and it calls for
detailed information about the
candidate's personal and professional background. The candidate is asked about his or her
current health, and is required
to sign a release so that his or
her physician can attest to the
current state of the candidate's
health. Detailed information on
the candidate's education and
professional history is requested. The candidate must
describe the nature of his or her
law practice and the types of
cases he or she handled. Information about the candidate's
trial experience is requested.
The candidate must provide the
names of cases taken to verdict
in both jury and non-jury cases.
Names of opposing counsel
and the judges are requested.

Page 14
The candidate must provide the
names and phone numbers of
at least five attorneys and five
judges who have knowledge of
the candida te' s character and
ability. The candidate is asked
to provide a statement as to
why he or she is seeking to become a judge, as well as the
reasons why he or she is qualified for judicial office.
When the completed questionnaire is returned to the
LCBA secretary, the committee's Chairperson assigns a
committee member the task of
checking the candidate's references. All of the personal and
professional references listed in
the questionnaire are contacted
and asked about the candidate's character and abilities.
The task of vetting the candidate's questionnaire can be formidable, sometimes requiring
the committee member to contact ten or fifteen different people within a very short period
of time. LCBA members who
are appointed to this committee
quickly learn that when they
are assigned the task of vetting
a candidate, they must drop
what they are doing and give
this task a high priority.
The next step in the evaluation process is the committee's
interview of the candidate. The
committee meets before the
candidate arrives for the interview. First, committee members review the candidate's
questionnaire. Then, the committee member who vetted the
candidate reports on the results
of his or her investigation. Since
the candidate provided us with
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the names of the references, one
would expect to hear only
glowing praise. However, that
is not usually the case, and we
frequently encounter very candid comments from the references. The references realize the
gravity of our work, and, in an
effort to be forthright, they often express misgivings or concerns about the candidate's
abilities or experience. After
hearing the report from the
committee member who vetted
the questionnaire, the candidate is invited to appear before
the committee for the interview.
The interview begins by
asking the candidate to give an
opening statement about the
reasons he or she is seeking ju-

dicial office. After that statement, the committee members,
beginning with the member
who vetted the questionnaire,
ask the candidate questions.
The questions tend to focus on
two areas of interest: the candida te' s professional experience
(or lack thereof); and, the candidate's motives in seeking judicial office at this time in his or
her career. When the committee's questions have been answered, the candidate leaves,
and the committee votes.
The committee's rules call
for the vote to be by anonymous written ballot. The members can cast one of three possible ballots: "Highly Recommended," "Recommended," or
"Not Recommended." To re-

We Don't Stop

Until They're Served.
No longer do you need to be at the mercy of
law enforcement agencies or unknowns for your
process serving. Lakeside Investigations is a nationwide
public document search and retrieval firm, uniquely
positioned to serve your documents anywhere in the
U.S. and even abroad. Timely and efficiently. And we're
not quitters. As long as we have
a good address, we'll keep gOing
'til we can say, "Gotcha!" To learn
all the things we can do to make
your job easier, give us a call.
Let's get to know each other.

LAKESIDE
800,636.1511 INVESTIGATIONS

www.lakesideinvestigations.com Lic#117-001132

March 2008

Page 15

The Docket

ceive an evaluation of "Highly
dates appear in the LCBA press
didate's presentation during
Recommended," the candidate
release. Most "Not Recomthe interview. We are often surmust receive that ballot from
mended" candidates withdraw
prised by how much candidates
reveal about themselves during
their candidacy. Candidates
sixty percent of the voting
members. A candidate who
who received a "Highly Recthose brief interviews. By comdoes not receive an affirmative
bining the information conommended" or "Recomvote of at least sixty percent of
tained in the questionnaire with
mended" rating are not given
the "Highly Recommended" or
the option of withdrawing their
the findings of the committee
"Recommended" ballots recandidacy, and their evaluamember's investigation, and
ceives a "Not Recommended"
tions are published. Once a canthen gathering our impressions
in the interview, we are wellevaluation. If a committee
didate receives an evaluation,
member casts a
positioned to make
"Not
Recoman assessment of the
candidate. However,
mended"
ballot,
then the member
we remain mindful
Candidates who received a
must state the speof Yogi Berra's ob"Not Recommended" rating have an option:
cific reasons for
servation: "Making
under the Committee Rules, those candidates
that vote on the
predictions is hard,
may withdraw their candidacy.
ballot.
especially about the
Following the
future."
meeting, the ChairServing as a
person
immedimember of the Judiately notifies each candidate of
that rating remains with the
cial Selection & Retention Comthe committee's evaluation.
candidate for three years. If the
mittee can be very demanding
three years expire, the candiCandidates who received a
of our time; but, all of us be"Not Recommended" rating
date must be re-evaluated.
lieve that we are making a real
have an option: under the ComWe are called upon to assess
contribution to the Lake
the qualifications of many capamittee Rules, those candidates
County legal community, and
ble lawyers, and to predict their
may withdraw their candidacy.
to the people who will be
performance as a judge. In
If the candidate withdraws,
served by our future judges.
large part, we use past perthen the "Not Recommended"
formance as the best predictor
rating is not published. This
Stephen H. Katz is the
of future performance. Howprocedure explains why so few
Chair of the Judicial Selection
"Not Recommended" candiever, we also consider the canand Retention Committee.
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Judicial Selection & Retention Committee
Evaluation Results for
Associate Judge Candidates

T

he Lake County Bar Association Judicial Selection & Retention Committee announces the results of
its evaluations of candidates
for judicial office.
The complete results of the
evaluations appear below.
The Lake County Bar Asso-

ciation is a not-for-profit professional organization, concerned with the betterment of
the legal profession, the welfare of legal practitioners, and
the promotion of justice. The
Association By-laws do not
provide for the making of endorsements regarding judicial

candidates or judicial reappointments.
Opinions expressed by individual members of the Lake County Bar
Association do not constitute
endorsements by the Association or by any committee
thereof.

Highly
Not
Recommended

V
V

David R. Ganfield
Deborah L. Goldberg

Recommended
(Highly Qualified)

V

Michael B. Betar
Martin Allen Blumenthal

Recommended
(Qualified)

V
V

Michael G. Mermel
Christopher Morozin

V

Perry S. Smith, Jr.

V

David B. Stolman

V

Scott P. Williams

V

Two notes from the editors:
1. These results are unfortunately being published in The Docket after the recent position for Associate Judge has already been filled. Since the candidates' evaluations remain valid for three years,
however, these results remain relevant.
2. Regarding the terms "qualified" and "recommended": Candidates who the Committee has reviewed after the May 2005 changes to the Committee's Rules, Regulations, and Standards for Judicial Candidates receive one of three recommendations: "highly recommended," "recommended,"
or "not recommended." Prior to the May 2005 changes, candidates received the recommendations "highly qualified," "qualified," or "not recommended." For an explanation of how the
Committee functions, please see the article by Stephen Katz in this issue of The Docket.
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The Lake County Bar Association
Evaluates Candidates for Associate Judge

T

he Lake County Bar Association announces the results of its membership
survey, in which its members
were asked to rate candidates for
Associate Judge of the Nineteenth
Judicial Circuit.
As part of the Association's
political action resolution, ballots
were mailed to all active members of the Lake County Bar Association. Members were asked
to rate only those candidates who
they know well enough to enable
them to make an informed decision. The Bar Association announces the results for candidates
who were rated by at least 25 percent of the total number of respondents.

Of the 9 candidates, 7 were
rated by the required number of
respondents.
For each candidate, the members were asked to respond yes or
no to seven questions regarding
their qualifications for judicial
office. The questions concerned
voter's knowledge of the candidate's integrity, impartiality, legal
abilities, temperament and court
management ability. The membership was also asked to indicate their belief as to whether
each candidate meets the requirements of the office. The complete
results of the survey appear on
this page.
The Lake County Bar Association is a not-for-profit profes-

sional organization, concerned
with the betterment of the legal
profession, the welfare of legal
practitioners, and the promotion
of justice in Lake County. The
Association By-Laws do not provide for the making of endorsements regarding judicial candidates or judicial re-appointments.
Opinions expressed by individual
members of the Lake County Bar
Association do not constitute endorsements by the Association or
by any committee thereof.
Questions concerning this
survey should be directed to Michael Noonan, Chair, Judiciary &
Court Rules Committee at (847)
244-011l.

Judicial Rating Survey
December 2007-Results

Candidate for Associate Judge-19 t1• Judicial Circuit, Lake County
1
2
3
4
5
6
Voter's
Yes
125
157
119
122
60
163
Knowledge
No
110
45
66
66
60
36
Yes
121
140
117
58
100
153
Integrity
No
5
7
26
19
8
13
Yes
118
79
107
140
55
106
Impartiality
No
59
8
10
39
17
28
Legal
Yes
106
48
105
107
93
141
Abilities
No
22
16
62
15
34
26
Yes
121
109
55
88
106
116
Temperament
7
No
10
58
18
33
51
Court
Yes
108
51
123
98
104
146
Management
No
16
37
17
18
13
19
Meets
Yes
46
87
87
97
127
110
Requirements
No
23
25
82
37
31
43
Ke): to Candidate: 1. Michael B. Betar 2. David R. Ganfield 3. Deborah L. Goldberg
4. Michael G. Mennel 5. Christopher B. Morozin 6. Perry S. Smith, Jr. 7. Scott P. Williams
Total Ballots Counted for CandIdates: 243

•

7
110
69
96
20
93
22
40
77
88
28
71
43
45
76
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Potluck in the Court of Claims
Proving (jabil;ty ;n pothole cases
against the State of Ill;no;s
by Charles T. Newland

A

stated in the regulations, pleadnybody who has ever
the State of Illinois or any of its
driven on the roads in
ings and practice are governed.
agencies, including the Illinois
knows
the
by the Code of Civil Procedure. S
Department of Transportation
Illinois
shock from hitting an unseen
(lOOT), a party must proceed as
Before filing a claim in the
pothole in the road. Fortunately,
Court of Claims, a claimant
a claimant in the Illinois Court
for most of us it doesn't result in
of Claims. The Court of Claims
must first comply with the nohas exclusive jurisdiction for all
a personal injury or significant
tice provision of § 22 / 1 of the
property damage. For some, esdamage claims against the State
Court of Claims Act, which propecially motorcyclists, hitting a
or any of its agencies.! The
vides tha t notice must be served
defect in the
on
the
State
road can be
within one year
quite dangerous
from the alleged
and even lifeoccurrence to the
If damages caused by a pothole occur on a state-owned road,
threatening.
If
Office of Attoran injured party will have no remedy available in the
the incident ocney General and
circuit courts. However, there is a forum to hear the claim.
curs on a statethe office of the
owned road, an
the
Clerk
of
injured
party
Court of Claims. 6
will have no
The notice must
remedy available in the circuit
Court of Claims is made up of 7
contain the claimant's name,
courts. However, there is a fojudges that are licensed attorresidence, the date and approxirum to hear the claim.
neys in Illinois and appointed
mate time of the accident, its
by the Governor.> Unfortulocation, and a brief description
nately, the most a claimant can
Preliminary
of how the accident occurred.7
Considerations
recover for personal injury is
Further, the notice must provide
$100,000. 3 Proceeding in the
the name and address of the
& Notice
claimant's attending physician. S
Court of Claims is governed by
To recover for personal inthe Court of Claims' regulaOnce you determine that the
tions.' Except as otherwise
accident occurred on a statejury or property damage against
I.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

B.

705 Il.CS 505/ 1.
705 Il.CS 505/ 1.
705 Il.CS 50S/ B.
74 III. Adm. Code 790 et seq.
74 III. Adm. Code 790.20.
705ILCS5OS/ 22-1.
Id.
Id.
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COURT REPORTERS
P.O. Box 9275
Waukegan, IL 60079
(847) 356-6834
(847) 356-5354 FAX
Deborah L. Severson, CSR

owned roadway and, if time allows, before giving notice to the
State, a complete investigation
of the accident site should be
conducted, including photographing and measuring the
pothole in question. Having
photographs of the specific defects in the road near the time of
the alleged occurrence is invaluable. Serious consideration
should be given to hiring a civil
engineer who is an expert on
road conditions, deterioration
and maintenance. If there are
witnesses to the accident, their
statements should be obtained
as soon as possible.
Pleadings
The statute of limitations for
filing a complaint for damages
to personal property or bodily
injury is two years. 9 A case is
commenced by filing a verified
complaint with the Clerk of the
Courpo A party filing the case
should be deSignated as the
claimant and the State of Illinois
9.
10.
1J .
12.
13.
14.

and State Agency should be
deSignated as the respondents .11
The Complaint must set
forth ten items in the order
specified by the regulation: 1) a
statement identifying the nature
of the claim and the section of
the Court of Claims Act under
which relief is sought; 2) all necessary allegations required to
state a cause of action; 3)
whether the claim has been previously filed in any State department; 4) the people who are
owners of the claim; 5) tha t
there has been no assignment or
transfer of the claim except as
stated in the complaint; 6) that
the claimant is justly entitled to
the amount prayed for in the
complaint from the State of Illinois or appropriate agency; 7)
that the claimant believes the
facts stated in the complaint are
true; 8) whether this claim or
any claim arising out of the
same occurrence has been previously presented to any person,
corporation or tribunal other
than the State of Illinois and if

705 ILCS 505/22 h) (" All other claims must be filed within 2 years after it first accrues ... ").
74 Ill. Adm . Code 790.4{).
74 III. Adm. Code 790.4{) a)
74 Ill. Adm. Code 790.50 a) 1-10.
74 Ill. Adm. 790.50 b) 1-2.
74 Ill. Adm. Code 790.100.

so the action tha t was taken; 9) a
bill of particulars setting forth
the damages in detail and the
amount claimed; 10) whether
the claimant is acting in a representative capacity, such as an
executor, administrator or
guardian. 12
In personal injury cases, the
claimant is required to attach to
the complaint copies of the notices served as required by
§ 22/1 of the Court of Claims
Act, and the bill of particulars
should contain the names and
addresses of all persons and
hospitals providing medical services, the claimant's place of
employment and time lost from
work. 13 Generally, the respondent shall answer within 60
days after the complaint is filed.
However, if the respondent fails
to answer, this failure is merely
considered a general denial of
the facts set forth in complaint.14
Once the case is at issue, the
Court will assign a commissioner who will conduct regular
status hearings, hear motions
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by photographs taken within
days of the alleged occurrence.
Using the credentials of the Department's engineer can also
Discovery
assist you in establishing that
If the Attorney General does
defects such as potholes genernot file an answer on behalf of
ally do not occur overnight and
take several weeks, if not
the State, the first you will hear
from its office is when you remonths, to develop as a result of
temperature
changes, moisture,
ceive records, pursuant to
§ 790.140, maintained by rOOT
salt and traffic volume. There is
and kept in the
a code in the mainregular course of
tenance reports for
"road
patrol."
business related to
Unless you have worked for lOOT, you will not be
Road
patrol is
the case. These reable to decipher the codes used in the maintenance
when the employcords are prima fareports without taking the deposition of the section
ees of rOOT drive
cie evidence of the
supervisor and other maintenance workers.
the section of the
facts set forth in
road looking for
the documents.16
The records may
downed
signs,
reflect the departlarge debris, tires,
contain the areas of road, date,
dead animals, as well as potment's investigation of the inciand
type
of
maintenance
time
dent after receiving notice, inholes that need to be filled . Attention should be drawn to how
that was conducted, as well as
cluding internal memos from
the volume and type of material
often road patrol was done in a
the Claims Office to the Burea u
given area. Regularly conducted
used to make certain repairs.
of Maintenance as well as comThis information can be exputer generated crash detail reroad patrol in the area of the
pothole provides little justificaports of accidents at or near the
tremely useful in proving contion for the failure to see an obstructive notice of the poor conalleged occurrence within the
vious defect in the roadway.
last three to four years. These
dition of the roadway in the
reports do not reflect whether
particular section.
In a deposition, an lOOT enthe accidents were caused by
Trial
the condition of the road. Theregineer will be hard pressed to
deny an obvious defect in the
fore, you should not be satisfied
After discovery is comwith rOOT's disclosure at this
road in need of repair depicted
pleted, your assigned commispoint. It is imperative that you
follow through with comprehensive discovery, just as you
Conference Room Available
would in any personal injury
Compuler-Aided Transcription
case. Interrogatories and reMinuscripts
quests to produce should be directed towards disclosure of
L & L Reporting Service, Inc.
prior repairs, accident reports,
prior complaints and complete
28 Years Experience
COURT REPORTERS
9 Nonh County Street
maintenance records from the
and ultimately conduct a hearing on the merits. IS

IS.
16.

741U. Adm. Code 790.100, 790.110.
741U. Adm. Code 790.t4O.

lOOT section responsible for the
specific roadway for at least five
years prior to the alleged occurrence.
Unless you have worked for
rOOT, you will not be able to
decipher the codes used in the
maintenance reports without
taking the deposition of the section supervisor and other maintenance workers. These reports

Lori A. Eder

Waukegan. IL 60085
(847) 623-7580
FAX (847) 623-7597
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sioner will set the matter for
trial. More than likely, the major
issue at trial will be whether the
Sta te had notice of the pothole
that caused a dangerous condi·
tion. The State is not an insurer
of safety, and the mere fact that
the highway defect may have
caused an accident is not deter·
minative of negligenceP However, the State has a duty to exercise reasonable care in maintaining its highways so that defective and dangerous conditions do not exist.1 8 Claimants
must prove by a preponderance
of the evidence that (1) they suffered injuries as a result of an
accident on the State highway

due to a dangerous defect; (2)
the State had actual or constructive notice of the dangerous
condition or defect; (3) the State
was negligent; and (4) the
State's negligence was the
proximate cause of the inju·
ries. 19 Unless you find a
"smoking gun" in discovery,
such as an accident report identifying the same pothole, you
will have to prove the State had
constructive notice. The particu·
lar facts of each case will determine whether there was constructive notice. 20
Constructive notice is defined as notice "arising by presumption of law from the ex is-

tence of facts and circumstances
that a party has a duty to take
notice of ' , '; notice presumed
by law to have been acquired by
a person and thus imputed to
that person. "21 The simple way
of explaining notice is that the
respondent "knew or should
have known of the hazard and
did not take steps to remedy the
hazard in a reasonable or timely
manner. "22 Constructive notice
will be imputed where the defect causing a dangerous condition is substantial and must
have existed for such a length of
time that a reasonable person
would conclude that immediate
repairs should be made or

17. Kling v. 1IIinois, 54 III. Ct. CI. 305 (2001) .
18. [d .
19. [d . at. 9.
20.

[d .

21.

LASalle Nati011l11 Bank v. Dubin Residential Communities Corp., 337 Ill . App. 3d 345, 352 (1st Dis!. 2003) (citing Black's LAw Dictionary 1088 (7tt1 ed.
1999)).

22.

Dennis v.llIinois, 51111. Ct. Cl. 142 (1998).

March 2008
warnmg signs should be
postedP
The cases where constructive notice is imputed demonstrate the importance of the initial investigation, photographs
and corroborating witnesses.
Even without photographs of
the pothole, the substantial nature of the defect can be proven
with eyewitness testimony.24
Photographs that reflect the nature of the defect can be evidence of how it caused a vehicle
to lose control, even though no
actual measurements of the pothole are presented. 25 Objective
evidence, such as photographs
of a claimant's vehicle showing
flat tires and bent rims, can also
be used to prove the substantial
nature of the defect.26 Further,
prior repairs and the nature of
the repairs in the area of the
pothole are extremely helpful.
For example, evidence that
lOOT used temporary cold
patch to fill potholes in the area
of the alleged accident can be
used to show constructive notice. 27
At the close of evidence, the
commissioner will take the exhibits and give the parties time
to submit legal memoranda or
case law. The commissioner
then will write an opinion and
send it with the exhibits and
transcript of the hearing down
to the Court of Claims in
Springfield. Eventually, you
will be served with a written
opinion and judgment by the
23.
24.
2S.
26.
27.

Block v. //Iinois, 52 Ill . Ct. CI. 398 (2000).
lmmordino v. Illinois, 47111 . Ct. Cl. 78 (1995).
Wysopol v. //Iinois, 52 Ill. Ct. CI. 227 (2000) .
Pugh v. //Iinois, 54 Ill. Ct. CI. 447 (2001).
Immordino. 47 Ill . CL Cl. 78.
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Court signed by three Court of
Claims judges. However, be patient: it is not unusual to wait
up to 18 months before receiving the final order. Further, if
you prevail, the claim will not
be paid until after the Illinois
General Assembly passes special legislation approving payment of the award.
Conclusion
Proving liability against the
State of Illinois in pothole cases
rests on certain basics common
to any lawsuit. First, familiarize
yourself wi th the Court of
Claims Act and its regulations.
Second, cond uct a thorough investigation of the accident site.
Obtain good photographs and
witness statements. Follow
through with written discovery
and thoroughly prepare for
depositions and cross examinations of lOOT employees to establish constructive notice.

Charles T. Newland is a
partner in the law firm of
Newland, Newland & Newland,
with offices in the northwest
suburbs of Chicago.
His practice is concentrated
in personal injury, probate,
contested estates, and
general civil litigation.
The firm's website is
unvw.newlandlaw.com
and he can be contacted at
chuck@newlandlaw.com.
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Interview With
Judge
David Brodsky
THE DOCKET: Please tell us a little about your
professional life. Where did you attend school?
What types of cases have you handled?
JUDGE BRODSKY: I have practiced in Lake
County my entire career. After graduating from
Chicago-Kent College of Law in 1985, I worked
in the Lake County Public Defenders Office for
21 years. In 1997, I had the honor of being appointed Lake County's Public Defender and
served in that position for the past 10 years until
my appointment as an associate judge last
March. At the end of my term as Public Defender the office had 34 lawyers, plus support
staff and investigators, an annual budget of $4
million, and was responsible for the representation of over 13,500 new case appointments every
year. In those 21 years, I handled numerous
death penalty cases, tried four death penalty
cases to verdict, and represented hundreds of
clients charged with murder and other serious
felonies. I also tried one of the first civil cases in
Illinois to be brought under the Sexually Violent
Persons Commitment Act. I was a member of
the Capital Litigation Trial Bar, and until recently served as a member of the Supreme
Court's Capital Litigation Trial Bar Screening
Committee. As Public Defender, I had the privilege of serving on and chairing committees and
organizations both statewide and locally, and I
also got the chance to speak and teach on topics
related to trial practice, the death penalty and
criminal law.
THE DOCKET: Do any particular cases stand
out in your memory?
JUDGE BRODSKY: Absolutely. In my years at
the Public Defenders Office I got the chance to
litigate a lot of fascinating cases and intense is-

sues. I have vivid memories of every capital case
that I took to trial, and will never forget the experience of standing before a jury arguing for
my client's life. These cases also gave me the opportunity to fully utilize the tools of litigation,
including expert witnesses (e.g. psychiatrists,
psychologists, medical experts, statisticians,
DNA analysts and experts in a variety of forensic sciences), and allowed me to explore topics
and try cases in ways that helped me mature as
a lawyer and allowed me experiences that I will
never forget.
THE DOCKET: What do you do in your time
away from court?
JUDGE BRODSKY: Away from court my life
revolves around my family. My wife Madelyn is
a former actress, and currently a freelance writer
and playwright. As a result, we see a lot of theater, and on occasion I get to hang out with some
interesting and creative people who aren't lawyers. We have two wonderful and very headstrong children, Lucas and Isabel, who are 10
and 7 years old. They really keep me on my toes,
and although they are very proud of their dad
they make it abundantly clear that the Judge
designation means absolutely nothing around
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the house. In my spare time, I love to fish and
work on our little cabin up north. I enjoy listening to music and seeing movies, although it's
been a lot of Enchanted, High School Musical and
Harry Potter as of late.
THE DOCKET: How is the job different from
what you expected?
JUDGE BRODSKY: Looking back on it, I'm not
quite sure what my expectations were, but one
difference that I noticed immediately was in the
decision-making process. As an attorney, it was
always clear how I wanted the judge to rule, and
I always thought that I knew how I would rule if
I were the judge. However, having the responsibility of actually making the decision was an adjustment. It's difficult to describe, but it took
some time to orient myself to approaching a case
from neither side and to become comfortable in
my new role. I can tell you that it feels wonderful at this point in my career to be learning so
many new things and encountering so many
new challenges. I feel myself getting more comfortable and confident in my role as a judge
every day, and although I'm getting used to it, I
still get a twinge of that otherworldly feeling
every time I zip up my robe and step out into
the courtroom.
THE DOCKET: Was there someone who influenced your professional life in a profound way,
and if so, who and how?
JUDGE BRODSKY: I am fortunate throughout
my career to have had many wonderful mentors, teachers and friends who have challenged
me to grow in amazing ways. One I would like
to mention here is Jerry Block. For one thing,
Jerry is responsible for me coming to Lake
County. He created and supervised the internship that landed me in the Lake County Public
Defenders Office. Early in my career, Jerry
taught me some important things that influenced the way I practiced law. He showed me
how to practice law in a way that reflected who I
am. He taught me that the practice of law can be
an extension of your self and what you value.
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Although a fierce advocate, Jerry had a warm
personality and a big heart. He also had a genuine respect for all people, no matter what their
situation or lot in life. It was natural for him to
fight for people who were less fortunate than he
was, and he did it with grace and integrity. Another thing that Jerry taught me was that the law
is subtle enough to apply differently to every
person in every situation, no matter how high
volume the practice or how long you've been
practicing, and that this was the true nature of
due process. Jerry knew an injustice when he
saw one, and he never lost sight of how profoundly the law touches peoples' lives. I learned
a lot from Jerry Block and have used his example as a guidepost throughout my years of practicing law. I have been thinking a lot about those
lessons lately as I begin my judicial career.
THE DOCKET: What one piece of advice would
you give to young attorneys seeking to establish
themselves in the legal profession?
JUDGE BRODSKY: Find what your passion is
and incorporate it into your practice of law. You
won't be your best unless you enjoy what you
are doing. There are areas of law to fit every interest and personality. Join associations and
meet other lawyers. The legal community is a
great alliance of people who are very welcoming
to new colleagues and love to share their experiences. Attending bar events and socializing with
other lawyers is a great way to learn what's out
there. The law is such a dynamic profession that
no matter what your level of experience, we all
continue to learn from each other.
THE DOCKET: Do you have any particular
goals you wish to pursue as judge?
JUDGE BRODSKY: I want to continue to learn
and grow in my new position. I was given a
great opportunity by being appointed as an associate judge. I want to continue to hone my judicial skills. I love being back in the courtroom
every day, and feel privileged to be given the
opportunity to serve.
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Executive Board Meeting
January 17, 2008, Minutes
by Ron. Daniel B. Shanes, Secretary
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Present:
Rick Lesser, Bryan
Winter, Scott Gibson, Perry Smith,
Marjorie Sher, and Hon.
Daniel Shanes.
1. Minutes Approved: The
Board approved the minutes from the December 20,
2007, Board meeting.
2. Treasurer's Report: Dues
payments continue to be
coming in from the January
billing. Also, the Bar Foundation event to support our
troops in the 82nd Airborne Division raised approximately $8,200. Mark
Peavey will coordinate
with Joy Fitzgerald. The
Board also asked that Mark
report on the state of the
money held in the Flanigan
fund.
3. By-Law Revision: The bylaw revision committee has
completed its work on the
comprehensive by-law revisions. The major changes
are as follows: (1) establishing a board of directors
for the Bar Association, and
(2) creating Associate
Members for allied profes-

sionals. In addition, the
Board voted to eliminate
the term limits for secretary
and treasurer; with the inclusion of six directors on
the board of directors, the
need for term limits no
longer exists. After much
discussion, the Board
adopted the proposal as
amended and will submit it
to the general membership
for consideration.
4. March Business Meeting:
Because the regularly
scheduled March business
meeting overlaps when
many schools have spring
vacation, the Board will call
a Special Meeting to be
held on March 20. At this
meeting, the membership
will be asked to consider
adopting the proposed bylaw amendments, as well
as vote on the nominations
for the 2008-2009 officers.
Should the by-laws be
adopted, the nominating
committee will then reconvene to nominate directors
for next year. These nominations could then be voted
upon at the May business

meeting.
5. Lake County Estate Planning Council: The Board
next considered a request
from the Lake County Estate Planning Council,
which is a local, long-term
organization that includes
legal and allied professionals, to partner with the
LCBA. The Board voted to
table this issue until after
the membership considers
the new by-laws. At that
point, the Board can better
consider wh ether the
Council should join the
LCBA as a committee.
6. Scheduling Issues:
the
Board discussed the need
for tighter monitoring In
scheduling events to avoid
various conflicts that have
recently arisen. The LCBA
office should ensure that a
central calendar is maintained to serve as a clearinghouse for all Bar events.
7. Meeting Adjourned: The
meeting was adjourned.
The next regular Executive
Board meeting is scheduled
for February 21, 2008.
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LfW
Real Estate Committee
2007-2008
- Updates I Minutes Submitted by
Leslie A. Klocek & Rebecca McNeill, Co-Chairs

D

I

uring the past several
months the Real Estate
Committee has been
active and moving forward with
a host of knowledgeable speakers. In August 2007 the committee began by welcoming New
Co-Chair, Rebecca McNeill.
She is a native of Antioch, illinois, a graduate of DePaul University, and a wonderful addition to the committee. Rebecca
practices along with Attorney
Deanna Bowen in real estate
and family law. She loves to
cook and "used to have" other
hobbies before going into the
practice of law.

I

August 1. 2007

I-

II
It

The August meeting was
held at In-Laws in Gurnee and
was called to order at 5:00 p.m.
The Real Estate Committee will
be alternating its meetings on
the first Wednesday or Thursday of the month. In attendance
at the meeting were: Rebecca
McNeill, Leslie Klocek, Mike
Mermel, Jerry Lee, Terry
Smythe, Michelle Magee, Barb

Swanson, Alicia Ibarra, Sharon
Ross, Steve Martin, Mark
De Rue, Bill Gibson, Steve
Newland and our speaker, Ron
Runkle.
Our August meeting was
particularly informative with
speaker, Attorney RON RUNKLE, expanding our understanding of the Medicaid laws
and regulations. His handouts
included "Tidbits of Real Estate
Issues," which answered 10
common questions such as
"What transfers are allowable of
a person's principal residence
under the Medicaid laws?",
"When is there a Step Up in Basis?" and the use of a Life Estate. For copies of Ron's materials, please contact the committee chairs.
September 5, 2007
During our September 5 th
meeting the committee met to
discuss real estate updates. Materials and updates included: 1)
The new radon disclosure, effective January 1, 2008; 2) Cook
County tax bills being held up;

3) Chicago Title offering eclosings; and 4) Senate Bill 546,
concerning notary requirement
changes. Additionally, LCBA
President Rick Lesser gave updates concerning the possible
creation of a SOl(c)3 foundation
to support the military. Judge
Fusz's sons, Joe and Bill Fusz,
are currently serving and many
of our other members also have
family serving honorably. President Lesser also added that
there are efforts being made to
bring more corporate attorneys
into the bar association. Case
law updates included: Jennings
v. Baron, Patel v. McGrath, and
Warnock v. Winand & Patterson.
October 11, 2007
The committee met again at
In-Laws at 5:00 p.m. In attendance: Co-Chairs, Rebecca
McNeill & Leslie Klocek, along
with members Scott Alan Mrozek, Mike Gantar, Terry Weppler, Carey J. Schiever, Jean
Nies-Blackwell, Mark T. Chavin,
Kenneth Suskin, Jerry. Lee,
Sharon Ross, David Grange,
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Mark G. Moroney, Hilary J.
Negele, Mark A. DeRue, J. John
Henderson, Torey Henderson
Staudt, Mark E. Dapier, Liz
Rochford, Mike Randick, Debbie Cook, Carolyn Ridge.
We welcomed MARTY
CANN, Underwriting Counsel
for First American Title Company, as guest speaker for the
evening. Marty spoke concerning commercial surveys and
highlighted the requirements of
a commercial ALTA survey. Detailed handouts are available by
contacting the co-chairs of the
committee. The committee gives
special thanks to Marty Cann
and First American Title Company for hosting the evening
and providing all the food and
refreshments. Member Hilary
Negele reminded all in attendance that real estate attorneys
who are agents for title companies need to be disclosing their
financial relationship with the
title company prior to the closing of the transaction, referring
to the Illinois Rules of Profes-
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sional Conduct Rule 1.7 and
Rule 1.8. Representa tives from
Chicago Title Insurance Company were in attendance to answer any questions or concerns
about the new e-closing program they are launching.

All meetings will take place
at In-Laws at 5:00 p.m.

Congratulations to
Real Estate
Committee Members

Wednesday, March 5
Attorney Gary L. Schlesinger I
Real Estate in Divorce

New Births - Scott Garter
(daughter), Amy Mennecke
(daughter), Marlin Suskin (son)
and to the grandparent members, Steve Martin and Ken
Suskin.
Marriage - Barb Swanson
on November 3, 2007.

APRIL 25-27, 2008
SPRING SEMINAR
LAS VEGAS
(See registration materials
in this Docket>

In Sympathy
Long time real estate attorney, Thomas E. McClellan, of
Streamwood passed away November 28, 2007. Many members of the committee fondl y
remember having real estate
transactions with Tom through

the years.
Save the Dates
For Upcoming Meetings

Wednesday, May 7
Matt Brua,
Focus Financial &
Mortgage Co.
Thursday, June 5
Round Table With the Realtors
Sponsored by Ticor Title
Wednesday, July 2
Attorney David Liebowitz,
Defending the Foreclosure

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~
~

~

March

17, 2008

~

~
~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Lake County Bar Association
Real Estate Committee Spring Seminar-Las Vegas, Nevada
FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2008
10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Clark County Bar Association
725 S. Eighth St., Las Vegas, Nevada-(702) 387-6011
6 TOTAL HOURS OF MCLE CREDIT

J

REGISTRA nON DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 2008!
FEATURED SPEAKERS:
David Lutrey-Real Estate Litigation, Slander of Title, Adverse Possession
Elaina Tramel-Finding Your Way Through the Foreclosure Process
Ken Suskin-The Legal Description of a Legal Description
Rebecca McNeill-Real Estate Practitioners Beware / Ethical Consideratiolls & Consequences
Bryan Schmidt-What You Need to Know in a "Need to Know More " Market
Mark DeRue-The NEW Horn e Repair Remodeling Act
ALL ATTENDEES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ARRANGING THEIR OWN FLIGHT AND HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

(Please use one form per attendee)
Name:______________________________________________________________________________
Office Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________ Fax:____________________________________
E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________
ARDC#: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____

Select Appropriate Reservation Type:

I
I
I

_ _ _ LCBA MEMBER
bleludes Seminar Materials, Ligl1t Breakfast, Lunch and Refreshments-6.0 Hours MCLE Credit

$150.00

_ _~NON-A TTORNEY/LEGAL PROFESSIONAL
Includes Seminar Materials, Light Breakfast, Lunch and Refreshments

$150.00

_ _ _ ATTORNEY/NON-LCBA MEMBER
Includes Seminar Materials, Light Breakfast, Lunch and Refreshments-6.0 Hours MCLE Credit

$300.00

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

$,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Mail Completed Form with Payment to:
Lake County Bar Association. 7 North County Street, 2nd F100r _ Waukegan, IL 60085--Fax: (847) 244-8259
Questions? Contact the LCBA Office at (847) 244-3143.
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Wills, Trusts, and
Probate Committee
February 14, 2008, Minutes
by Liz Rochford, Chair

O
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n Thursday February 14,
2008, we held our LCBA
Wills, Trusts, and Probate Committee meeting at the
Lake County Courthouse In
Waukegan. We met at 12:00 p.m.
and the meeting was officially
called to order by committee
chair Liz Rochford. The meeting
was attended by Brian Grach,
LeeAnn Gurysh, Chuck
Newland, Krysia Ressler, Keith
West, Kevin Kane, Meg Georgevich, Carrie Lincoln, Alan Press,
Bill Butler, Richard Kuseski,
David Lutrey, BJ Carroll, DonnaJo Vorderstrasse, Kathleen Hogan, Jeanne Goshgarian, Mark
Chavin, Lucy Dorenfeld, Stephen
Rice, Tom Pasquesi, Tory Henderson Staudt, Sherry Fox, David
Semmelman, Rick Lesser, Perry
Smith, Ken Suskin, Dan Sugrue,
David Charous, and Thomas E.
Digan.
Wills, Trusts, and Probate
updates are as follows:
1. Committee member TOM
PASQUESI spoke on the recent amendments to 26
U.5.c.A. 6694, which states
the standards for preparing
tax returns and associated
penalties. The recent amend-

ments are an attempt by the
government to force tax preparers into two roles: first, an
advocate for the client, but
second, a tax advisor who
protects the system of taxation for the governmen t. The
law now applies to all fed eral
returns filed, including estate
and gift tax returns, refund
claims, 1099s, K-1 and W-2
forms . Further, if there is a
tax deficiency, the preparer is
exposed to penalties under
this section. A variety of standards of care are imposed,
with different standards leveled against pre parers as opposed to the taxpayer. An inherent tension exists between
the attorney's duty to represent his client and his compliance with the standards of
the government. Numerous
questions exist as to how
these new amendments will
be enforced, but until those
questions are answered, most
preparers should likely err on
the side of caution .•
2. "New Property Tax Relief" More Illinois veterans and
disabled persons will be eligible for property tax relief as a

result of legislation that was
passed into law on October
17, 2007. Public Act 95-0644
creates three new homestead
exemptions for lllinois disabled citizens and qualifying
veterans. The legislation also
expands current homestead
exemptions to provide property tax relief for qualifying
Illinois homeowners and senior citizens. The General
Homestead Exemption on
owner-occupied residences
will increase from $5,000 to
$5,500 for the 2008 tax year
and increase to $6,000 for the
2009 tax year. •
3. "Recent Illinois Legislation"
- Loan-forgiveness program,
Senate Bill 1923. State Senator
Jeffrey Schoenberg, DEvanston, introduced a bill to
create a loan-forgiveness program for public-interest attorneys. Eligible attorneys will
receive up to $6,000 per year
in loan repayment assistance
(with a lifetime maximum of
$30,000) in exchange for a renewable yearly commitment
to continue working as an
assistant state's attor!,ey, assistant public defender, assis-
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tant public guardian, assistant attorney general, appellate prosecutor or defender,
or legal-aid lawyer. The primary purpose of the program
is to encourage practicing attorneys to pursue careers as
public interest attorneys. The
bill sets forth provisions regarding the application process, eligibility, maximum
amount of assistance and prioritization .•
4. "Hearing on several proposed changes to Supreme
Court Rules" - The Rules
Committee of the Illinois Supreme Court heard comments at a public hearing on
Monday, January 28, on several proposals, including the
regulation of attorneys licensed outside of Illinois who
want to appear in a specific
proceeding in Illinois. Other
proposals would allow corporate house counsel, inactive
and retired Illinois attorneys
to perform pro bono legal services; establish procedural
and other rules with regard
to municipal ordinance violations; set word limits on the
filing of legal briefs in Illinois
appellate courts; allow a
judge in a civil trial to distribute copies of the legal instructions in a case to each of the
jurors; and clarify the time
limits for filing briefs in appellate cases .•
5. "Status of unmarried couples
explored by seminar panel"
At the ISBA Midyear
Meeting held in December, a
panel discussed the legal implications of effective representation of unmarried couples. While rights regarding
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property, child custody,
health care directives, retirement benefits and dissolution
of partnerships are given to
married individuals, no clear
law poses those same rights
to unmarried individuals in
committed relationships. In
June 2007, the ISBA Assembly
voted to support the concept
of rights for unmarried couples as expressed in the proposed lllinois Religious Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act, H.B. 1826. While
many attorneys suggest drafting agreements to cover a variety of situations an unmarried couple living together
would face, the question remains as to Whether partnership or co-habitation agreements are enforceable in lllinois. ISBA Bar News, January
2008 .•
6. "Lake County JOInS ERecording Network" - Lake
County, lllinois is now electronically
recording
(eRecording) land record
documents such as satisfactions, mortgages, and reconveyances submitted by title
companies, banks, and attorneys to the Recorder's Office
through the Simplifile eRecording Service. eRecording
is the process of submitting,
receiving, and processing, via
a secure Internet site, documents for recording that have
traditionally been delivered
to the county for recording by
runner, express mail, or courier service. eRecording offers
customers the ability to simplify and accelerate all aspects of the recording process, dramatically shortening
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the time gap and improving
auditability. Customers can
record and track the status of
their documents from just
about anywhere by accessing
the Internet through a standard web browser. ALTA
Techl1ologtj News, January 29,
2008 .•
7. "Appraiser's suit takes on
inflated valuations" - Veteran real estate appraisers
have complained bitterly for
years about loan officers' demands that they inflate numbers to allow mortgage deals
to close. But now a California
appraiser has sued the country's largest thrift institution,
Washington Mutual Bank,
charging that she was blacklisted for refusing to provide
favorable appraised values
despite declining market conditions. Jennifer Wertz stated
that market conditions on an
appraisal were "declining." A
WaMu manager challenged
her assertion and told her to
change it to "stable" conditions or else face the possibility of being removed from
any further WaMu assIgnments. The appraiser did not
back down, and saw a dramatic reduction in her assignments and salary. Many appraisers feel that the current
mortgage mess and increase
in foreclosures is due to unscrupulous or poorly trained
appraisers crumbling under
the pressure of mortgage brokers to overvalue an appraisal. Chicago Tribune, January 27, 2008 .•
8. "Real estate law - tax prorations" - The Illinois Supreme Court has affirmed a
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ruling by the Appellate Court
that plaintiffs were entitled to
a re-prora tion of property
taxes after a real estate closing because a mutual mistake
of fact, which resulted from a
partial assessment, made the
tax proration at the closing
inaccurate. The defendants
argued that the doctrine of
merger barred the plaintiffs
from recovery. However, the
appeals court said the doctrine did not apply, and the
Supreme Court affirmed. The
Court said that the doctrine
of "merger by deed" is well
established and that under
this doctrine, a ll prior agreements between a buyer and
seller are merged in the deed
upon its acceptance. The
court has recognized certain
exceptions and in this case,
the plaintiffs relied on the
mutual mistake or misrepresentation when the deed was
delivered. Edward J. Czarobski,
et al. v. Grzegorz Lata, el al.,
No. 104469. Chicago Daily Law
Bulletin, January 31, 2008 .•
9. SB2050 crea tes the Nonprobate Transfer Act. The Act
authorizes a transferring entity to act as an agent for an
owner of property subject to
a nonprobate transfer. It further provides that a nonprobate transfer is nontestamentary and is exempt from the
requirements of the Probate
Act of 1975 and lists the provisions allowed for the nonprobate transfer. The Act outlines the transfer, registration,
and revocation procedures
for nonprobate transfers. It
also provides that prior to the
death of the owner, a benefi-
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ciary shall have no rights in
the property by reason of the
beneficiary designation. The
Act provides that, if a beneficiary disclaims the non probate transfer in whole or in
part, then the disclaimant is
treated as having predeceased the owner, unless the
beneficiary design a tion provides otherwise. It disqualifies a beneficiary designa tion
in the even t tha tit is procu red by fraud , duress, or
undue influence. Finally, the
Act sets out rules that provide that recipients of a recoverable transfer shall pay a
pro rata share to cover statutory allowances and claims
due by the estate .•
10. "Wrongful Death/Proba te"A First District appellate case,
BCI/der v. Eiril1g, No. 1-06-2339,
affirmed the trial court's decision that the parents' disclaimer of interest in the estate
of the decedent, their child , by
which the parents agreed for
purposes of probate proceedings to be deemed to ha ve
predeceased the child, operated as a bar to their claim for
loss of society in a wrongful
death proceeding. The wrongful death proceeding alleged
that the decedent's death was
the result of negligence during
foster care .•
11 . Christial1sen v. Commissioner,
No. 15190-05. This case centered on whether the estate
can claim a charitable deduction for the present value of a
7% annuity from a charitable
trust to a charitable foundation. The second major issue
of the case was whether the
estate could claim an in-
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creased charitable deduction
for the increased value of disclaimed property that passes
directly to the foundation due
to the sole beneficiary's d isclaimer. The court held that
no deduction is allowed for
any of the property passing
to the charitable trust because
the partial disclaimer was not
a qualified disclaimer under
section 2518. The estate plan
in question involved family
limited partnerships, a charitable trust annuity for 20
years, which would then
transfer to the decedent's
only child, and a charitable
found a tion. To be a qualified
disclaimer, the disclaimed
property must pass without
any direction on the part of
the person making the disclaimer and to a person other
than the person making the
disclaimer. Because th e
daughter had a contingent
remainder interest in the
trust, her disclaimer did not
qualify. Had the attorneys
involved in this case merely
drafted the documents so that
the trust and the foundation
would be funded directly,
and not given everything to
the daughter with the intention of her disclaiming portions, many of the complications that were litigated could
have been avoided .•
Our next meeting will be
Tuesday March 11, 2008, at noon,
in Courtroom C-307.
• The full texts of articles or
documents cited may be obtained
by contacting Liz Rochford at
erochfordatty@sbcglobal.net.
The meeting adjourned at
1:15 p.m.
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LeBA Monthly Business Meeting: January

O

n January 22, the LCBA held its business meeting at Stevens' in Gurnee. The meeting
was attended by well over 40 people. Chief Judge David Hall spoke, presenting an update on the state of the judiciary. In particular, the Chief emphasized his goal of planning and getting approval for a new courthouse building to relieve the space crunch at the current facilities.
Our next meeting will be the Annual Business Meeting at noon on March 20 in the Jury Assembly Room at the courthouse in Waukegan. Be there to be pictured in a future Docket. (See the
President's Page for more and better reasons to attend!)
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Overheard at the January Business Meeting . ..

" Say la wha!" I guess now I' ll really be able to
clean up my call. "
" And so, becau se of our shortage
of space at the courthouse,
Judge Johnson 's Chambers will
no w be located ina vacant
janitorial closet in the
ba sement. ("est la vie!"

Rick Lesscr seems to like my space ideas -- I'd bellcr take a bow

• I can't believe I just secured his
promise of a new Probate
Courthouse.
•

''I'm sure you' ll all agree -- ou r
•
number one pri ority must be to
build a new courthouse for probate He's going to love Lakehurst .
matters in Lake Forest. Its janitorial
closets will be wood-paneled ."

"You know Rich, I'm reasonably
certain that my gray suit is more
expensive than yours."
"Rick, if they build a new Probate
Courthouse, I'm going to make
sure it 's called the Kopsick Center."
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BAR BULLETIN BOARD
WAUKEGAN-Professional office space
available for immediate lease. Upper level
office space across from courthouse at One
North County Street, Waukegan. Reasonable price for this prime location includes
janitorial services and utilities. Please call
(847) 662-4321.
CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEYavailable for referrals and to cover any type
of court appearance. Experienced in traffic,
DUI, misdemeanors, felonies, and juvenile
cases. Available for any courthouse in
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Lake
counties. Co-counsel fees provided. Contact Nello P. Gamberdino, II at (773) 2945532 or ngam.berdino@yahoo.com.
DOWNTOWN WAUKEGAN-Across
from Courthouse, 275-1200 square feet.
Janitorial provided.
Well maintained.
Space available. 33 N. County & 325 Washington. Please call Ron Pollack at (847) 4820952
WELL ESTABLISHED INSURANCE DEFENSE LAW FIRM-seeks 2-5 year associate for its Lake County office. Strong credentials and ability to handle complex cases
a must. Email resume to:
wlindsay@-lindsayrappaport.com
PARALEGAL-Prestigious downtown Chicago law firm has opening in its North
Shore office for a litigation paralegal with a
minimum of 4 years of experience. Undergraduate degree and paralegal certificate
required. Family law experience is a plus.
We offer an excellent salary and benefits
package. Please fax your resume in confidence to (312) 578-6128.

FOR RENT-Lower level office space across
from Lake County Courthouse, consisting of
4 offices and 2 secretarial stations. Can be
divided. Reasonable rent. Call Diane at
(847) 244-0770.
HISTORIC BUILDING OFFICE SPACEThe law office space currently occupied by
Roach, Johnston & Thut at 516 N. Milwaukee Avenue in Libertyville is available
sometime around Fall 2008. The space includes four premium quality private offices,
conference room, kitchen, storage, and administrative area. It includes 2,188 square
feet just off Milwaukee Avenue in a restored
vintage building in Libertyville's Victorian
downtown. Seeking a lead lawyer or law
firm as a tenant, one or more attorneys are
available as sub-tenants. Contact Mary at
(847) 549-0600 for appointment to view.
LOOKING TO RETIRE OR REDUCE
YOUR HOURS?-IL Sup Ct Rule 1.17 now
allows the sale of law practices. Bryan A.
Gutraj is a CPA and attorney in Libertyville
who provides legal, tax, and accounting services to individuals and businesses throughout Chicagoland in the areas of aviation,
business, estate planning, and real estate
law. He is seeking to continue to grow
through acquisitions of law and accounting
firms. Additionally, he welcomes accounting
and tax preparation referrals. Contact Bryan
at (847) 996-1213 or bryan@gutraj.com.
FOR RENT-Law firm in Buffalo Grove
(Lake County) has furnished office for rent.
Secretarial station available. Easy access to
tollway. Plenty of parking. Space for time
or reasonable rent. Call Cheryl at (847) 2490026.

It's the foltrth legal seminar
you've attended from

North Ame~can Title
and by now you

C¥t. see why The Illinois

'"
Department of Fmancial
Institutions approves our
,

standards, and iince continuing education is all
about enhancing your expertise, the chance to
learn from the leader makes quite a

difference.
..NORTH
" AMERICAN
~TITLE

• • COMPANY
Like Clockwork®

www.nat.com
Chicago Loop 70 W Madison SL 312,853-1191 Crystal Lake 149 N. Virginia SL 815-455-2500
Hoffman Estates 2300 N. Barrington Rd. 847-490-4243 Libertyville 1641 N. Milwaukee Ave. 847-367-4400
Palos Hills 9800 S. Roberts Rd. 708-598-6500 Skokie 5750 Old Orchard Rd. 847-581-9438
Waukegan 222 N. County St. 847-249-1200 Wheaton 373 S. County Farm Rd. 630-690-9500
Yorkville 803 N. Bridge St. 630-553-9104

Please call (847) 244-3143 to confirm date, time and location of event before you attend.
MARCH 2008

Date
3/4
3/ 4
3/5
3/11
3/ 18-19
3/20
3/20
3/21
TBO

Time

Event
MedicallLegal Dinner (LCBA to Host!
Cybercrime Brown Bag
Real Estate Committee Meeting
Wills, Trust & Probate Committee Meeting
Child's Rep Training
LCBA/LCBF Annual Meeting
Executive Board Meeting
LeBA Office Closed-Good Friday
Young Lawyer Bowl-a-thon

Location

5:00 p.m.
TBD

In Laws-Gumee
TBO
CLC

Time
5:00 p.m.

Location
The Grille
Waukegan
TBO
Washington OC

APRIL 2008
Date
4/3
4/4

4/ 8
4 / 10-13
4/15
4/17
4/ 25

Event

08/09 Administrative Kickoff
Guardian Ad Litem Training
Wills, Trust & Probate Committee Meeting
Family Law Seminar
Brown Bag Presentation
Executive Board Meeting
Real Estate Seminar

TBD

Las Vegas

If YOII are a Committee Chair and wish to change a meeting date or time,
please contact tlte LCBA Office at (847) 244-3143.
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Lake County Bar Association
Invites you to attend

GUARDIAN AD LITEM TRAINING PROGRAM
April 4, 2008
Lake County Courthouse
Jury Assembly Room
18 North County Street
Waukegan, ll.linois 60085
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
SEMINAR FEE (per person)

Includes Seminar Materials and Lunch

6.25 Total Hours of MCLE Credit

$150.00

REGISTRATION: 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Program Topics

Juvenile Court Act
DCFS Presentation

B.J. Carroll, Jr. and Cathy Gordon
Anmarie Bradenberg-DCFS Regional Attorney

Shelter Care )resentation
Adjudication
Ruling and Disposition
Pel'manency Hearing

Hon. Sarah 1'. Lessman, Nineteenth .Judicial Circuit

Termination ofI'arenlal Rights
Question & Answer Session

])anieUe M.Pascucci- States' Attorney Office
Hon. 8amh P. Lessman, Danielle ·M. Pascucci,
Anmarie G. Bradenberg, 8.J. Carroll, Jr, and
Cathy Gordon

(please usc one form for each attendee)
Name::______________________________________________________________________
Firm: ______________________________________________________________________
Office Address:
Phone:

_______________________________ Fax: _________________________

E-mail Address:
AR])C#: _____________________________________________________________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSE])

$,-------------------

REGISTRATION .DEADLINE IS MARCH 28, 2008
Mail Completed Form with Payment to: Ltke County Bar Assodation.7 N0I1b Count)' Streel, 211<1 Floor .Waukegan, IL 60085

Questions? Contact the LCBA Office at (&47) 244-3143

