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Hon. Luis A. Berrones
Associate Judge
C-301

Current Assignment:
Law Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: October 29, 2007

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate
Judge: July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: DePaul University, 1980
Law School: DePaul University College of Law, 1983
Career Highlights: Drinker, Biddle, Gardner, Carton

1987 - 2007, Lake County State's Attorney Office
1983 -1987

Hon. Christen L. Bishop
Associate Judge
C-120

Current Assignment:

Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: September 28, 2012

Up for Reappointment as
Associate
Judge: July 1, 2015

Undergraduate: B.A., University of Illinois

Law School: University of IL College of Law

Career Highlights: Lake County Assistant State's At-
torney, 1995-2012; Cofounder of Lake County Law Re-
lated Education Initiative;

Recipient of 2004 Juvenile Justice Award;

Recipient of 2002 Univ of IL Outstanding Recent Alumni
Award for Public Service

Hon. Michael B. Betar

Associate Judge
C-105A

Current Assignment:
Consolidated Family Division
Back-up/Prove-ups

Appointed as Associate
Judge: February 19, 2008

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge: July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: American University, Washington
D.C. 1984-86, University of Illinois, 1986-88

Law School: Northern Illinois University College of
Law, 1992

Military: USMC 1981 - 1984

Career Highlights: Private Practice

Hon. Valerie Boettle Ceckowski
Presiding:
Juvenile Division
C-1, Juvenile

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November 2008

Appointed as Circuit
Judge: By Supreme Court,
February 20, 2007

Associate Judge: 1997 - 2007

Undergraduate: Southern Illinois University, with
Honors , 1980

Law School: Southern Illinois University School of Law,
1983

Career Highlights: Lake County Assistant Public De-
fender; Private Practice
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Hon. James K. Booras
Circuit Judge
C-201

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Chief Judge: May 2008 -
April 2010

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November, 2002

Appointed as Circuit Judge: By Supreme Court,
August 15, 2000

Associate Judge: 1991-2000
Undergraduate: Northern Illinois University, 1975
Law School: Lewis University College of Law, 1979

Career Highlights: City Prosecutor, Waukegan; Pri-
vate Practice; Lake County Assistant State’s Attorney

Hon. David P. Brodsky
Circuit Judge
C-401

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: March 01, 2007

Reappointed Associate
Judge: 2007, 2011

Undergraduate: Western
Michigan University, 1982

Law School: Chicago-Kent College of Law, 1985
Career Highlights: Chief Public Defender of Lake

County :
(1997 - 2007), Assistant Public Defender (1985 - 1997)

Hon. George Bridges
Presiding:
Felony
C-205

Current Assignment:

Criminal Division

Appointed as Circuit
Judge: By the Supreme Court,
July 12, 2012

Associate Judge: 1995-2006;
2008-2012

Undergraduate: National Lewis University, with Hon-
ors, 1982

Law School: University of Chicago-Kent College of
Law, 1987

Career Highlights: Waukegan Police Chief, 1993-1995
and 1985-1990; Lake County State’s Attorney Office; Pri-
vate Practice; Instructor at Columbia College and College
of Lake County.

Hon. Raymond D. Collins
Associate Judge
C-207 Annex

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: November 01, 2004

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate
Judge: July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: Indiana University, 1986

Law School: University of Chicago-Kent College of Law,
1989

Career Highlights: Private Practice; Village Attorney;
Administrative Law Judge in
Elgin 2000 - 2004



6

Hon. Patricia S. Fix
Circuit Judge
C-103

Current Assignment:
Family Division

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November 2012

Undergraduate: University
of lllinois, 1988

Law School: Loyola University School of Law, 1991

Career Highlights: Lake County State's Attorney's Of-
fice 1991-2012

Hon. Mitchell L. Hoffman
Circuit Judge
C-302

Current Assignment:
Law Division

Appointed as Circuit
Judge: February 3, 2014

Associate Judge: April 2001
- February 2014

Undergraduate: Colorado
College, 1981

Law School: University of Illinois College of Law, 1984

Career Highlights: Chief Deputy of Civil Division,
Lake County State's Attorney Office; Private Practice

Hon. Michael J. Fusz
Associate Judge

Current Assignment:
Law Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: September 01, 2004

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge: July 01,
2015

Undergraduate: lllinois Institute of Technology, 1973

Law School: University of Chicago-Kent College of Law
with Honors, 1977

Military: U.S. Navy, Lieutenant Commander 2002 -
2003 U.S. Navy Reserve, Lieutenant Commander 1987
Career Highlights: Law Clerk for Illinois Supreme
Court Justice H.C. Ryan; Lake County States Attorney Of-
fice; Private Practice

Hon. Brian P. Hughes
Associate Judge
C-403

Current Assignment:

Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: July 07, 2000

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2003, 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: Western lllinois University, 1976
Law School: John Marshall Law School, 1979

Career Highlights: Lake County Public Defender's Of-
fice; Private Practice
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Hon. Daniel L. Jasica
Associate Judge
Round Lake

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division/Traffic and
Misdemeanors

Appointed as Associate
Judge: September 15, 2014

Reappointed as Associate
Judge:

Up for Reappointment as Associate
Judge: July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: Texas Christian University 1988,
Summa Cum Laude, Ft. Worth, TX

Law School: Northwestern University 1991, Cum Laude

Career Highlights: Assistant State’s Attorney; Private
Practice 1991-1997

Hon. Sarah Lessman
Associate Judge
C-2, Juvenile

Current Assignment:
Juvenile Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: January 16, 2001

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2003, 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge: July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: University of Illinois, 1970
Law School: Loyola University School of Law, 1973
Career Highlights: President,Lake County Bar Asso-

ciation, 2000; Private Practice;
Prosecutor, City of Waukegan

Hon. Charles D. Johnson
Associate Judge

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division back-up

Appointed as Associate
Judge: January 19, 2005

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge: July 01,
2015

Undergraduate: Valpariso University, 1983
Law School: Valpariso University school of Law, 1986

Career Highlights: Lake County State's Attorney Of-
fice; Private Practice

Hon. Mark L. Levitt
Circuit Judge
C-206 Annex

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November 2010

Undergraduate: University
of Illinois, 1987

Law School: University of Illinois College of Law, 1990

Career Highlights: Cook County Public Defender's Of-
fice, 1990-2010
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Hon. D. Christopher Lombardo

Associate Judge
Mundelein

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: June 16, 2014

Reappointed as Associate
Judge:

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge:
July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: DePauw University, Greencastle, Indi-
ana, 1988

Law School: St. Louis University, 1991

Career Highlights: Private Practice; Assistant Public
Defender in Lake County, IL and
Clayton, MO

Hon. Christopher Morozin
Associate Judge
C-101

Current Assignment:

Consolidated Family Law
Back-up

Appointed as Associate
Judge: March 01, 2010

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge:
July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: Marquette University, 1986
Law School: DePaul University College of Law, 1990

Career Highlights: Private Practice 1991 - 2010

Hon. Margaret Marcoullier
Associate Judge
County Board
10th Floor

Current Assignment:
Civil Division, Chancery cases

Appointed as Associate
Judge: January 04, 2010

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: Northwestern University, 1984

Law School: Loyola University School of Law, 1990
Career Highlights: Chief Deputy State's Attorney, Civil
Division, Lake SAO Assistant Illinois Attorney General,
General Law Division Illinois Judicial Conference Staff
Attorney Board of Directors, Lake County Bar Association
Board of Directors, Ass’n of Women Attys of Lake County

Hon. Margaret Mullen

Circuit Judge
Presiding: Judge Con-
solidated Family Divi-
sion, hearing a Law
Division call

Chief Judge: 2002 - 2004

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November, 1998

Appointed As Circuit
Judge: By Supreme Court, December 12, 1997
Associate Judge: 1992 - 1997

Undergraduate: lllinois State University, 1977

Law School: John Marshall Law School, with Honors,
1980

Career Highlights: DuPage County Assistant State’s
Attorney; Lake County Assistant State’s Attorney; Private
Practice; President, Illinois Judges Foundation 2011-
2012; Board Member, Illinois Judges

Association.
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Hon. Veronica O’Malley
Associate Judge
C-405

Current Assignment:

Criminal Division/DUI and
Misdemeanors

Appointed as Associate
Judge: October 29, 2007

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: University of Illinois, 1986

Law School: University of Illinois College of Law, 1990
Career Highlights: Private Practice 1990-1992; Chief
of Traffic Division Lake County State's Attorney Office
1992 -2007; University of Illinois College of Law, Magna
Cum Laude, 1990; Board of Directors, Association of
Women Attorneys of Lake County (2006 to present);
Board of Directors, The Jefferson Inn An American Inn of
Court (2007 to present); Director of Lake County Bar As-
sociation Gridiron Show 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012

Hon. John T. Phillips
Chief Judge

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November, 2006

Associate Judge:
1993 - 2006

Undergraduate:
Coe College, 1969

Law School: University of
lowa College of Law, 1972

Military: Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force; U.S. Air
Force Reserves, 28 Years, Staff Judge Advocate, 1984-
1997

Career Highlights: Private Practice, Supervising Judge
of Felony Cases

Hon. Jorge L. Ortiz
Deputy Chief
Judge
Presiding: Law
Division

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November, 2010

Appointed as Circuit
Judge: By Supreme Court, Au-
gust 25, 2008

Associate Judge: 2002 - 2008
Undergraduate: Loyola University, 1985
Law School: John Marshall Law School, 1989

Career Highlights: Assistant State's Attorney; Village
Prosecutor for the Villages of Fox Lake and Lindenhurst;
Private Practice; National Judicial Child Support Task
Force, 2009-Present; lllinois Child Support Advisory
Committee, 2008-2010; Presiding Judge of Family
Division, 2008-2010 and Board of Directors, lllinois
Judges Association.

Hon. Theodore Potkonjak
Associate Judge
C-305 Annex

Current Assignment:
Civil Division/Small Claims

Appointed as Associate
Judge: April 01, 2002

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2003, 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: MacMurray College, 1978
Law School: California Western Law School, 1982
Career Highlights: Private Practice; Lake County

State's Attorney Office; Special
Public Defender
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Hon. Elizabeth M. Rochford
Associate Judge
C-107

Current Assignment:

Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: December 27, 2012

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge: July 1, 2015

Undergraduate:
Loyola University, 1982

Law School: Loyola University School of Law, 1986

Career Highlights: Private Practice; Commissioner,
Court of Claims, Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney;
English Professor for City Colleges of Chicago

Hon. Helen S. Rozenberg
Associate Judge
C-404

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: February 01, 1992

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 1995, 1999, 2003,
2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate
Judge: July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: University of Michigan, 1975

Law School: University of Detroit Law School cum
laude, 1979

Career Highlights: Assistant Corporation Counsel,
City of Peoria 1979 - 1980; Chief Deputy of the Civil Divi-
sion, Lake County State’s Attorney Office

Hon. Victoria A. Rossetti
Presiding:
Criminal Division

Chief Judge:
May 2010 - May 2012

Elected Circuit Judge:
November, 2004

Appointed as Circuit
Judge: By Supreme Court,
December 2, 2002

Associate Judge: 1991-2002

Undergraduate: St. Louis University, 1974

Law School: Lewis University College of Law, 1979
Career Highlights: Treasurer, Illinois Judges Associa-
tion, 2002; DuPage County Assistant State’s Attorney;
Lake County Assistant State’s Attorney; Ben Ori Award,
1997; Distinguished Career Award, Northern Illinois Uni-
versity, 1998; Fred L. Foreman Criminal Justice Award,
1991; Presiding Judge — Juvenile Division; Lecturer:
Barat College, Illinois State’s Attorney Association,
Juvenile Officer’s Association, Chiefs of Police Association

Hon. Joseph V. Salvi
Associate Judge
C-105

Current Assignment:
Consolidated Family Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: January 2, 2013

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge:
July 1, 2015

Undergraduate:
Knox College, 1988

Law School: Chicago-Kent College of Law, 1991

Career Highlights: Private Practice
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Hon. Thomas L. Schippers
Circuit Judge
C-406 Annex

Current Assignment:
Civil Division

Elected as Circuit Judge
December 3, 2012

Appointed as Associate
Judge: March 08, 2007

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2007, 2011

Undergraduate: Northern Michigan University, 1984
Law School: Loyola University, School of Law, 1993

Career Highlights: Private Practice, Lake County
State's Attorney Office; Illinois Attorney General's Office
1999 - 2002; Senior Investigative Counsel, U.S. House of
Representatives 1998 - 1999

Hon. Daniel B. Shanes
Circuit Judge
Presiding:
Misdemeanor/
Traffic Division

Current Assignment: Felony
Division

Elected Circuit Judge:
November 2012

Appointed as Circuit Judge:
By Supreme Court,

December 6, 2010

Associate Judge: 2007 - 2010
Undergraduate: University of lowa, 1989

Law School: DePaul University College of Law, 1993;

DePaul Law Review

Career Highlights: Law Clerk to Robert J. Steigmann, Jus-
tice of the 4th District Appellate Court; Lake County State's At-
torney's Office (1995-2007), Chief of Felony Review Division;
Secretary, Lake County Bar Association (2006-2008); Board of
Directors, Illinois Judges Association (2008-Present); Board of
Directors, Lake County Haven; appointed by the Supreme
Court to the Illinois Judicial Conference Committee on Educa-
tion (2009-present) Awarded the Fred L. Foreman Crimi-
nal Justice Award; National Crime Victims' Rights Week
Justice Award: Benedict J. Ori Award

Hon. John J. Scully

“
i
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Associate Judge
C-307 Annex

Current Assignment:
Civil Division/ Small Claims
and Forcibles

Appointed as Associate
Judge: February 24, 2009

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: United States Naval Academy, 1969
Law School: University of San Diego School of Law,
with Honors, 1974

Military: Captain, U.S. Navy (Reserves) 1978-1999;
(Active Duty) 1965-1978

Career Highlights: United States Attorney’s Office,
1990-2007; Special Attorney with the United States Or-
ganized Crime Strike Force, 1982-1990; Lake County
State’s Attorney’s Office, 1981-1982

Hon. James K. Simonian
Associate Judge
Park City A

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: December 27, 2010

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: DePaul University, 1986
Law School: Indiana University School of Law, 1989

Career Highlights: Private Practice 2001 - 2010; Lake
County State's Attorney Office, 1989 - 2001
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Hon. Christopher C. Starck
Circuit Judge
C-303

Current Assignment:
Law Division
Chief Judge: 2004 - 2007

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November, 2002

Appointed As Circuit
Judge: By Supreme Court,
March 28, 2000

Associate Judge: 1989 - 2000
Undergraduate: Carroll College, 1976

Law School: Loyola University School of Law, 1979
Career Highlights: Private Practice; Supreme Court
Appointments: Chair of Special Committee on Capital
Cases, January 2011; Study of Committee on Complex
Litigation, March 2011-December 2011; as a member of
the Judicial Conference and as a member of the Executive
Committee, March 2011-December 2013.

Hon. Christopher R. Stride
Associate Judge
C-220

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: August 22, 2005

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge:
July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: Valparaiso University, 1986
Law School: Valparaiso University School of Law, 1991
Career Highlights: Chief of Child Support Enforce-

ment, Lake County State’s Attorney Office;
Private Practice

Hon. George D. Strickland
Associate Judge
C-221

Current Assignment:

Criminal Division

Appointed as Associate
Judge: July 12, 2006

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2007, 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: Northern Illinois University, 1980
Law School: John Marshall Law School, 1983

Career Highlights: Chief Deputy of Criminal Division,
Lake County State’s Attorney Office; Private Practice

Hon. Jay W. Ukena
Circuit Judge
C-402

Current Assignment:
Criminal Division

Elected as Circuit Judge:
November 2008

Undergraduate: Lake Forest
College, 1969

Law School: John Marshall Law School, 1979

Career Highlights: Private Practice; Waukegan Town-
ship Attorney, 1989 - 2008; Village Prosecutor for Lake
Zurich, 1990 - 2008; Chief Prosecutor for Waukegan,
1993 - 2008; General Counsel for North Shore Sanitary
District, 2004 - 2008; Illinois Child Support Advisory
Committee, 2011
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Hon. Donna-Jo Vorderstrasse Hon. Nancy S. Waites

Supervising:
Family Division
C-105

Appointed as Associate
Judge: March 9, 2009

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2011

Up for Reappointment as
Associate Judge:
July 01, 2015

Undergraduate: Valparaiso University, 1979 with
Highest Honors and graduate of Christ College
with Honors

Law School: Washington University, St. Louis, Mis-
souri, 1984

Career Highlights: Private Practice, 1994 -2009; Lake
County State’s Attorney’s
Office, 1984-1986

Hon. Diane E. Winter
Circuit Judge
C-407 Annex

Current Assignment:
Law Division

Appointed as Circuit
Judge: By Supreme Court,
December 1, 2008

Associate Judge:
2000 - 2008

Undergraduate: DePaul University, 1978

Law School: Northern Illinois University College of
Law, 1981

Career Highlights: Private Practice; President of Jef-
ferson Inn of Court, 2004; and President of Lake County
Bar Association, 2002

Associate Judge
Park City B

Current Assignment:
Civil Division/Arbitration and
Probate

Appointed as Associate
Judge: January 18, 2005

Reappointed as Associate
Judge: 2007 and 2011

Up for Reappointment as Associate Judge: July
01, 2015

Undergraduate: DePaul University, 1975

Law School: John Marshall Law School, 1986

Career Highlights: Private Practice; Certified Media-
tor; Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office, Supervisor,
Child Support Division; Cook County State’s Attorney’s
Office. Lake County YWCA Board of Directors; President,
Association of Women Attorneys of Lake County; Chair,
Lake County Bar Association’s Legal Aid Committee; Fac-
ulty, Judicial Education Conference. Awarded YWCA'’s
Woman of Achievement Award; Liberty Bell Award Hon-
oree (2003).
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