Member Question (March 2019):
A community is going to refurbish and redesign its Arts & Crafts
room. Would you please send pictures of your Arts & Crafts space
and tell about any features that you think work particularly well or that
did not work as well as you had hoped or anticipated? Thanks for
your help!
Responses are listed with corresponding photos (if any) in the next
pages.

Response #1 (pages 2-4): Attached are some photos of our new studio space.
I can get proper ones of the woodworking shop if you need.
I thought you might also be interested in the lockers that can be “rented” (for free) for
residents to keep their personal projects/supplies.

Nature always wears
the colors of the spirit.
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Response #2 (pages 5-6): We have attached pictures of our arts-n-crafts room. It is
a large room divided in two (one side for crafts and art, the other side for meeting
space, kitchen and scrapbooking/card making). Suggestions: large, organized, lots of
storage-very important and needs to be closed, windows for observation-see what’s
going on, tables can be separated, washable/cleanable chairs, need different areas
for different projects (sewing, arts, crafts, card making), clock for punctuality, need to
have durable surfaces, need kitchen area (deep sink for splatter purposes, stove,
refrigerator), need display area, natural and flourescent lighting especially for art
classes and cleanable floors for paint accidents.

Response #3 (this page only):
We renovated our studio in 2017.
The link below shows lots of pictures.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
http://springmoor.org/2017/09/introducing-the-new-meraki-arts-studio/

Response #4 (pages 8-10):
Things I like about it are it is well lit, with multiple windows and indirect sunlight, room
is large enough to hold classes with 20 or more people.
We have nice hanging equipment and exhibit space on the walls for "Artist of the
Month" or class exhibits. Panels bolted to the wall allow push pins to exhibit unframed
art; picture railing near ceiling holds Stas hooks with. Stas cords with Smartspring and
Zipper hooks to be used for exhibiting either framed art or matted unframed art.
There is a much used sink. We have a very nice, lighted drawing table that was
donated by a former resident.
Recently acquired AV equipment includes a 60" TV screen with internet connection for
YouTube and other tutorials, Pandora music, etc. Also, a DVD player that shows
tutorials on the large screen. And an Apple TV with iPad so that instructor's demos can
be shown on the large screen rather than a number of people crowding around the
instructor. Framing studio with equipment such as mat cutter and framing supplies.
(The Art Guild is supported by the Residents Association and receives small grants
annually for purchase of mats, framing supplies, and other things needed in the art
room.) Books and DVDs have been donated for resident check out. Linoleum floor and
formica tables easy to clean.

Response #4 con't: Things I would do differently: I'd separate the fabric artists from
the painters. Quilters, knitters, rug hookers and other fabric crafts also use the room.
Hence, painters cannot leave their wet paintings and painting equipment out, and we
are conscious about not leaving equipment, wet paint, pastel dust, etc. on tables that
can contaminate fabrics. (Positive aspect of that is that we are constantly cleaning
up!). I'm sure the fabric artists are as frustrated as the painters because they can't
leave out their quilts, sewing machine, etc.
I'd have more storage. There are a few unlocked cabinets over and under the counter
top for class equipment, and two tall cabinets for donated canvases & frames. Even
though we have about 22 drawers with locks (for 650 residents), they are not large
enough for a painter to store all their paints, brushes, etc. Drawers are, I'm guessing,
about 15" wide, 20" deep and heights varying 6" -10". Consequently, painters have to
carry their equipment back and forth between art room and living unit.
The room is not used much for painting even though most living units are not large
enough for artists to have their own painting space. I'm told the official name of the
room is an "Art Studio." However, I say it is not a "studio." The room is good for
classes; not as good as a working studio. A studio is a place where artists can come,
paint, collaborate with one another, leave paintings and equipment out while working
on a project. Ours is a multi-purpose room used for painting, crafts, fabric art, exhibits,
and meeting space for any group that can't find space in one of the conference rooms.
Anyone wanting to paint or sew has to find a time when the room is not being used for
other purposes. We are, however, grateful to have what we have.

