ARTSINSPIRE™
Celebrating the 2017 Winners
ANNUAL CONFERENCE & SOLUTIONS EXPO
MAY 21 | AUSTIN, TX
#LATX17

SPECIAL THANKS!
LeadingAge Texas sincerely thanks each community’s
participants, coordinators, the judges, and our
sponsor Communities of Faith RRG for making the
27th Annual ArtsInspire™ Contest & Exhibit possible!

LOOKING FORWARD
TO NEXT YEAR!
Are you a resident of a LeadingAge Texas
member community? Interested in submitting a
piece in next year’s contest? Contact your local
community’s ArtsInspire™ Coordinator in late fall
for more information. Hope to see you and your
creative work next year!

ABOUT ARTSINSPIRE™
LeadingAge Texas’ ArtsInspire™ encapsulates the idea that
whether one continues a lifelong passion or pursues a new
hobby later in life, the arts inspire ageless creativity. This annual
exhibit and awards ceremony is held in May as our nation
recognizes Older American Month, and serves to showcase the
artistic talents and creative contributions of older Texans from
aging services communities across the state.
The winning works detailed in these pages were selected by
a group of judges comprised of experts in their respective
fields ranging from university professors to gallery owners
and artists—all of whom graciously volunteered their time and
expertise. The contest is known to be highly competitive among
the residents at communities within the LeadingAge Texas
membership, and this year is no exception.
Many congratulations to all the 2017 ArtsInspire™ winners who
leave us with no doubt that the arts inspire ageless creativity.

DISTINGUISHED ARTS
SECOND PLACE
LAVERNE BREWSTER
“Pink Garden”
Age upon completion: 98
Community: Westminster • Austin
While living in Houston, Laverne took a class in oil painting and painted for a
short time. Once she moved to Sun City, Georgetown, she took lessons in acrylic
where a professional artist told the class they should draw daily. Thus, Laverne
became interested in drawing, oils, watercolor, acrylics, and ink drawing and has
tried them all with enjoyment. Today, she enjoys the drawing, acrylic, and pastel
classes at Westminster.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
When asked about her inspiration for the piece, Laverne responded simply,
“...my love for nature.”
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DISTINGUISHED ARTS
FIRST PLACE
PAUL HARRIS
“Italian Hillside”
Age upon completion: 98
Community: C. C. Young • Dallas
Born in Vickery, Texas in 1918, Paul attended Carrollton and Highland Park Schools
where he took art classes. He later attended Southern Methodist University and the
University of Texas. He became a school administrator working mainly in Dallas ISD.
His wife, Clara, enrolled him in a watercolor class in the 1960s introducing him to his
main hobby.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Paul painted “Italian Hillside” after seeing a large photograph in a newspaper and
thinking that it was “the most unusual scene from Italy I have ever seen.” About his
hobby overall, Paul expresses, “Painting is one of the greatest hobbies in the world;
it involves a lot of thinking and takes a brain to complete.”
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HARD CRAFTS
THIRD PLACE
ANITA HULLUM
“7HL Ranch History”
Age upon completion: 91
Community: C. C. Young • Dallas
Anita was one of six children born near Wills Point, Texas. She graduated from
North Texas State Teachers College after which she and her husband invested in
oil and formed the Texas Energy Company. At age 54, Anita earned her Master’s in
Counseling and Humanities from Southern Methodist University and from 1982 to
1985 she had a private practice in individual, marriage and family, and substance
abuse counseling.
Anita began delving into art while at C. C. Young and continues to “try new things to
broaden her love of art.”
ABOUT THIS PIECE
With this piece, Anita wanted to document her “Ranch History” in a unique way,
thus combining all the keys to her Ranch into one artwork.

SECOND PLACE
ANNE BADEAUX
“In the Pink Star of David”
Age upon completion: 71
Community: Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers • Houston
Anne was born in Denver, Colorado in 1944 and moved to Houston, Texas with her
family five years later. She developed a love of art as a result of her mother displaying
art pieces throughout their home and even took arts and crafts classes as a child.
She married in 1964 and moved to Brooklyn, New York where she attended Brooklyn
College, taking some art appreciation classes and raising two children. She later moved
back to Houston with her two children as a single mother. To acquaint her children with
art she would go to the Houston Public Library and check out art prints to display in her
home so her children would not only be exposed to wonderful art pieces, but also grow
to love art as a whole.
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HARD CRAFTS
SECOND PLACE CONT.
When Anne became a resident at Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers, she started creating
her own art, beginning with embossed cards, then moving to ceramics, and eventually
falling in love with fused glass. Anne explains that she is “so grateful for living here
[Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers] and being able to create art through fused glass.”
ABOUT THIS PIECE
In creating this plate, Anne wanted something complex featuring geometric design.
It took her 4 hours to create the various geometric designs for this piece about
which she states, “the Star of David is very meaningful to me...I never know how it’s
going to come out of the kiln and it is always a surprise.”

FIRST PLACE
MIRIAM FABRIZ
“Flaming Eggplant”
Age upon completion: 72
Community: Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers • Houston
Miriam was born in 1932 in St. Paul, Minnesota. She attended the Minnesota
Academy, then the University of Minnesota. Miriam married Harold Fabriz, who was
a special agent with the FBI and together they moved around the various states due
to his career.
Miriam has always had an appreciation for the arts and took a music appreciation
class while at the University of Minnesota. It wasn’t until she became a resident of
Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers that she was able to let her creative side come to the
fore. She explains, “despite my disabilities, I was able to make various fused glass
projects.” She began with ceramics, but then fell in love with the vibrant colors of
fused glass. Miriam says, “call me a late bloomer!”
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Miriam loves making vases, candle dishes, and jewelry. For this piece, she wanted
a vase to match a framed picture of her mother. Miriam now uses the piece,
which took four hours to create using regular fused glass techniques,
for flowers to honor her mother.
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MIXED MEDIA
THIRD PLACE
CEINWEN COE
“In Pursuit of a Perfect Red”
Age upon completion: 83
Community: Blue Skies of Texas • San Antonio
Ceinwen (Gail) studied art when she was a young girl, but did not pursue it until she
was freed from child-rearing and a career as a florist. She enjoys the creativity of
art and, as with flowers, its beauty. She began painting flowers, then branched out
to other themes for variety. Her favorite subjects are landscapes and composites of
painting, découpage, and real objects.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Gail was inspired when she found a cochineal-infested cactus in San Antonio.
Gail explains, “I was struck by the importance of cochineal, not only for the
world of art, but also for fabric dyers and organic food coloring.” Most of the
task was in collecting the materials over a long time, then the final assembly
took only a few days.

SECOND PLACE
TOM NAYLOR
“Dance of the Stars”
Age upon completion: 72
Community: Highland Springs • Dallas
A computer programmer and systems analyst by trade, Tom completed his Master’s
degree and had new-found free time on his hands. A pottery class he wanted to take
was full, but an etching course looked interesting. Needless to say, nearly four decades
later, he never made it back to pottery. Even now, Tom enjoys the complete stepping
aside from technology that etching in its purest form provides. At Highland Springs,
Tom also serves as web master for www.artistsofhighlandsprings.com, a site that
provides a virtual gallery of artwork of his talented peers.
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MIXED MEDIA
SECOND PLACE CONT.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
“Dance of the Stars,” a mixed media etching, engraving and collagraph, is inspired
by Tom’s love of astronomy, a subject in which he minored in college. It is also
influenced by Tom’s respect for the career of Russian painter and art theorist
Wassily Kandinsky. This final print utilized five plate stages and 17 color variances to
provide the audience with an untraditional, yet imaginative view of the heavens.

FIRST PLACE
MARIAN CLAMAN
“Circles”
Age upon completion: 83
Community: Westminster • Austin
Marian was born in 1934 and raised in Iowa. She became a registered nurse, moved
to Illinois, and raised a family. She enjoyed doing many crafts over the years and
about 25 years ago bought a small, simple quilling kit—quilling immediately became
her hobby of choice. Quilling, or paper filigree, is the art of rolling strips of paper,
then gluing and shaping the strips into various forms. Having no education in art,
she finds it exciting to create her own designs and shapes out of the many colors
and widths of paper, creating mostly flowers.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
This particular piece, which took many hours, was created by rolling strips
into coils, or circles. Marian was inspired by her love for crafts and interest in
creating her own designs.
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PROSE
THIRD PLACE
HANK MOL
“Boys Will Be Boys”
Age upon completion: 82
Community: Querencia at Barton Creek • Austin
Hank graduated from NJ Institute of Technology and Stanford University with BS
and MS degrees in Civil Engineering. He served in the United States Air Force as a
civil engineer and pilot, retiring as a Lt. Colonel. Hank then taught Engineering and
Construction Management at Auburn University until 2000. He is married to Iris, a
true Texan, from Ft. Worth and together they have two sons, two grandchildren, and
one great-grandchild.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Hank has told many interesting stories from his life experiences and was often
asked by his family to write his memoirs. His children even provided him with
a list of story titles and a journal to get him started. An opportunity presented
itself last year when a story-writing group was started at Querencia. No
imagination was required—tell it like it is (or was). Hank wrote 18 stories in one
year and has no plan to stop.

7

2017 ARTSINSPIRE™ PROGRAM

PROSE
SECOND PLACE
LYDIA BLANCHARD
“The Story of My Autograph Book”
Age upon completion: 79
Community: Westminster • Austin
Lydia began to write poetry and fiction after moving to Westminster in October
2012 and joining the community’s Poetry Group. An English teacher and academic
administrator for 42 years, including 24 years at Texas State University, she wrote
frequently—but her writing was focused on either her administrative duties or her
scholarship. Writing poetry seemed to free her, however, and two years ago, she also
began to write creative nonfiction.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
“The Story of My Autograph Book” is an early example. It is to a great extent fiction,
but its basis is a real encounter with an older woman on the beach at Billy’s cabin.

FIRST PLACE
BOB BALL
“The Most Important Insight Into Life That I’ve Learned”
Age upon completion: 84
Community: Querencia at Barton Creek • Austin
Having spent almost 30 years as a Presbyterian pastor, Bob wrote a sermon nearly
every Sunday over that period. During that time, and in the three years following as the
Executive Director of the State of California’s Self-Esteem Task Force, Bob wrote and
published three books. He explains, “I found writing to be a satisfying way to locate and
define some of the thoughts running around in my mind. Because I spent much of my
life writing sermons, that is, focusing on personal communication with people, I think
my writing style reflects that same purpose.”
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Bob explains, “The basic thought behind my most recent book, Being With: Maybe
This Is What Life Is All About, surely had its genesis with the experience described in
the writing done for this competition.”
#LATX17 | WWW.LEADINGAGETEXAS.ORG
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DRAWING
THIRD PLACE
ETHEL HARVEY
“Lovely”
Age upon completion: 90
Community: Querencia at Barton Creek • Austin
From her earliest childhood memories, Ethel recalls hearing her kindergarten teacher
telling her mother, “You have a little artist.” From that early age, over the course of her
fine arts education at The Art Students League and The National Academy of Design
in New York City, and to the present, art has been her life’s pleasure and focus. Ethel
has always painted and worked in the arts: stage set design, graphic design, fashion
illustration, and textile design.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Ethel explains, “This portrait is one example of my recent enthusiasm for working
with graphite. This medium offers an exciting challenge to express the essence of
each personality. I have enjoyed the positive reaction of family and friends of all
ages who are the subjects and recipients of my work.”

SECOND PLACE
KATHIE LONG
“Pieces of My Heart”
Age upon completion: 74
Community: Morningside Ministries at Menger Springs • Boerne
Kathie began drawing in 2005, studying under the British graphite artist, Mike Sibley,
after participating in a workshop he presented in San Antonio. She wanted to draw
animals, primarily dogs and cats, and Mike is one of the world’s leading artists in that
arena. Kathie followed up with more online classes from Mike, and now does pet
portraits for her customers. She has won a number of awards for her drawings, and, for
two successive years, has won first place in the Kerr Arts and Cultural Center Images
Show in Kerrville.
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DRAWING
SECOND PLACE CONT.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
The two pups featured in Kathie’s drawing meant everything to their owner. It was
after their owner’s death that Kathie was inspired to create this piece using two
separate pictures of each dog.

FIRST PLACE
LYNN TAGTMEIER
“Little Boy Blue”
Age upon completion: 71
Community: Highland Springs • Dallas
Born in Illinois, Lynn moved to North Dallas in 1977 with her husband of 51 years,
Jim. There, she raised a family of four children and held a real estate license. Now,
at Highland Springs, Lynn teaches a drawing class for fellow residents, about
which she explains that “many people wish they could draw, and I find it very
rewarding to provide encouragement as they unlock their artistic expression.”
Lynn’s passion is portrait drawing, and, for her, the joy of pencil drawing is seeing a
three-dimensional image jump off a two-dimensional piece of paper to capture the
imagination of the audience.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
The piece, inspired by Lynn’s own experiences and those of her friends in raising
young children, is a colored pencil drawing that seizes the playful mischief of
the “terrible twos” that families everywhere encounter. Lynn explains that the
boy does not know he has ink on his face, and, with a wink her eye, notes that
“the mom will tell you it happened on the dad’s watch!” Lynn utilized a color
technique that highlights the shine in the boy’s blonde hair and the texture of
the blue denim in his overalls.
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PAINTING • OIL/ACRYLIC
THIRD PLACE
ROBERT HOLTZAPPLE
“King of the Henhouse”
Age upon completion: 83
Community: MRC Crestview/Arbor Oaks • Bryan
Bob is a lifelong artist, having begun drawing even before he entered school. With
a career in architecture, interrupted by seven years of military service, drawing and
painting for pleasure was limited in Bob’s life prior to retiring. Then, after retirement,
it became possible to resume creative activity, especially after retreating to MRC
Crestview Arbor Oaks!
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Bob explains, “this painting is the response to a request from my wife for ‘another
rooster’ to add to her collection on the kitchen wall.”

SECOND PLACE
DOROTHY “DOTTIE” WALLINGFORD
“Corky’s Trophy Case”
Age upon completion: 84
Community: Blue Skies of Texas - West Campus • San Antonio
Although a native Texan from the Alamo City, Dottie’s role as a military wife
kept her away from Texas for over 56 years. Before moving back to San Antonio,
many retirement years were enjoyed in Oklahoma City and Valparaiso, Florida.
Dottie dabbled in art from an early age, but became seriously involved in 1980
with lessons from professional art instructors. As a result of private and corporate
collections throughout the United States, art galleries in Oklahoma and Florida
have represented her.
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PAINTING • OIL/ACRYLIC
SECOND PLACE CONT.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Dottie lets the whimsy of her mind’s eye influence development of paintings to
tickle the imagination—”Corky’s Trophy Case” is an example of such influence. She
explains, “My sweet, 32-pound terrier had a story to tell about each subject in her
wished-for trophy case. Stories that are funny, protective, and watch-dog positive.
As her ‘mommy’, I speak and understand her canine language quite well, and have
translated her dreams onto canvas. If she could still be here, for this, I think, she
would give me a doggy smile and kiss on the cheek. Corky was a treasure.”

FIRST PLACE
JUDY REYNOLDS
“Lost In Thought”
Age upon completion: 76
Community: Querencia at Barton Creek • Austin
Judy was born in 1938 and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, where she lived until the age
of 35. In 1973, Judy and her homebuilder husband Don, moved their family to Austin,
where they formed a residential homebuilding company. The family worked together
for 35 years, building about 170 luxury homes in Austin. Their son Greg has continued
to run the successful business after Don was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease. Don
and Judy moved into a villa in the life care community of Querencia at Barton Creek
in 2007. In addition to many other activities, Querencia offered painting classes to the
residents—this was made-to-order for the couple, as Judy could be nearby while Don
participated in memory-support activities. The greatest inspiration for many of Judy’s
paintings is her love of her grandchildren and their dogs. Also, Judy has taken art trips
with other artists to Paris, Provence, Spain, and Greece.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Judy was inspired to create this piece by her love for her grandson, Graham—the
first boy after three granddaughters, Graham holds a special place in her heart.
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PAINTING • WATERCOLOR
THIRD PLACE
PAUL HARRIS
“Tiptoe Through”
Age upon completion: 98
Community: C. C. Young • Dallas
Born in Vickery, Texas in 1918, Paul attended Carrollton and Highland Park Schools
where he took art classes. He attended Southern Methodist University and the
University of Texas. Paul became a school administrator working mainly in Dallas ISD.
Paul’s wife, Clara, enrolled him in a watercolor class in the 1960s, introducing him to a
lifelong hobby.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
After his daughter brought over numerous photos of tulips, Paul decided to do a
composition of all the different flowers.

SECOND PLACE
ELAINE HEFFLER
“Sunday Stroll on the Beach”
Age upon completion: 89
Community: The Buckingham • Houston
Elaine was born in Houston in 1924. She entered a drawing class while in high school
and won free art lessons at an art museum before going to college. Elaine graduated
from the University of Texas with a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology & Music and
attended Trinity College of London, where she studied piano through a correspondence
learning program and earned a degree to teach piano and music to students—she
taught piano for over 30 years and enjoys playing the piano and the organ. She is quite
social and is always the life of the party as she enjoys telling jokes and being around
her friends and family. Elaine became interested in art classes at the age of seven when
she tagged along with her older sister. She still enjoys painting in her spare time and
attends watercolor and craft classes. Elaine is widowed and has three daughters, seven
grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.
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PAINTING • WATERCOLOR
SECOND PLACE CONT.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Elaine found inspiration for this watercolor piece from her love for clothing and
style that the ladies wore during that time period. Elaine loves to paint and to give
away her artwork to friends and family. She is known to get lost in her work—with
no concept of time while she paints, what seems like 30 minutes is always more like
an hour or more.

FIRST PLACE
ELAINE LEANDER
“Marsh Wader”
Age upon completion: 84
Community: Querencia at Barton Creek • Austin
Elaine has had an interest in drawing and painting from childhood, and although
not a formally-trained artist, she has taken many workshops with nationallyrenowned artists. After college, raising a family, and following a career in teaching
in Westchester County, New York, Elaine and her husband retired to South Carolina
where they divided their time between there and their summer home in Vermont.
Elaine was an active member of the Beaufort Art Association and a member of the
South Carolina Watercolor Society. Inspiration for her floral, landscape, architectural,
and wildlife paintings come from the beautiful low country of South Carolina, the
incomparable scenic views of New England, and, now, the different painting subjects
that Texas has to offer. Having studied and tried other media, Elaine’s favorite medium
is watercolor because it offers the artist many opportunities to use different painting
techniques, often resulting in many wonderful surprises.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Inspiration for “Marsh Wader” came from her memories of the beautiful low
country of South Carolina, particularly the scenes of the marshes on the coast
teeming with wildlife.
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PAINTING • ALTERNATIVE
THIRD PLACE
PHYLLIS FRYMIRE
“Morning Glories in Bloom”
Age upon completion: 91
Community: EdenHill Communities • New Braunfels
Since high school when she copied “draw me” pictures to escape her younger siblings
(Phyllis is one of 13 children), Phyllis has enjoyed art as an outlet for over 75 years. Her
adventurous working years included engine repair, a hosiery mill, a flower shop, and
suddenly becoming a frame shop owner after only four days’ training from her sister!
Another sister is responsible for reigniting her artistic side when she challenged Phyllis
to paint a china cup. At EdenHill, Phyllis says, “I was looking for an ‘out’ again! I wanted
to paint, but wanted others to discover an ‘out’, too!” So she started teaching classes—
for Phyllis, there’s nothing quite like sharing her talent. At 91, she loves discovering
others’ talents and sharing her skill is a priceless “out” for her.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Phyllis created the piece while fulfilling a lifelong dream: to teach art to others
before she dies. The creation was to inspire those learning despite the fact that the
students, many of whom have never painted prior to taking Phyllis’ class, were all
cognitively and/or physically challenged.

SECOND PLACE
INGE LIESNER
“Belle of the Ball”
Age upon completion: 74
Community: The Buckingham • Houston
Inge was born in 1941 in war-torn Germany. An only child, Inge turned to drawing on
the print-free edges of newspaper, as there was no paper available after the war. This
annoyed Inge’s parents and allowed her to express herself in her art. At the age of 18,
she attended design school in Germany and eventually became a textile engineer,
designing fabric patterns and clothes. After raising a family, Inge returned to art and,
using watercolors and oils, explored various materials such as porcelain and silk with a
teacher in Munich. She most enjoys painting oils on canvas.
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PAINTING • ALTERNATIVE
SECOND PLACE CONT.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
The inspiration came from the ever-present fashion designer in her mind
upon seeing an advertisement featuring a woman in red dress. The piece was
crafted from a multi-step process of etching behind glass, creating the design
in reverse, carefully avoiding any errors which would show up as unwanted
background, and finishing all darker shades first. Inge says, “It is a more intense
and challenging process, but a rewarding one.”

FIRST PLACE
VIRGINIA WALLACE
“Virginia”
Age upon completion: 84
Community: Querencia at Barton Creek • Austin
Virginia was born October 9, 1929, in the tiny town of Leander, just outside of Austin.
She moved to Austin in 1938 and attended public schools where she met her husband,
her high school sweetheart. She attended Southwestern University in Georgetown,
and in 1950, Horace (Sonny) Wallace and Virginia were married and began their family
of three daughters and one son. Their lives were enriched by several in-laws, five
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. Sadly, Sonny, her husband of 66 years,
died in 2016.
As a child, Virginia loved designing clothes for her paper dolls, and it was this love that
lead her into fashion design and sewing clothes for herself and her three daughters.
Then, in the early 1970s, Virginia joined the Porcelain Art Club and attended a
beginner’s class taught by her dear friend, Margaret Hart, an accomplished porcelain
artist. Continually encouraged by Margaret, Virginia took workshops from china
painting teachers from all over the world.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
The green velvet dress was designed and made by Virginia as she was entering
college. Virginia chose to incorporate varied textures in the self-portrait—the
softness and folds of the velvet, the reflection in the mirror, and the woodgrain
of the frame. This piece began with drawing and tracing the pattern onto the
porcelain tile, then two to three weeks of mixing the ground mineral paints with
oils, actual painting, and four to five firings in the kiln.
#LATX17 | WWW.LEADINGAGETEXAS.ORG
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MASTER WORKS
THIRD PLACE
JOAN GRAHAM
“Cypress Trees”
Age upon completion: 90
Community: Westminster • Austin
Joan was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan in 1926 and grew up living with her extended
family in both Kalamazoo and Pasadena, California. She attended Pomona College
where she studied English & Chinese and met her husband, fellow Pomona graduate
William Graham. William, a high school political science teacher, and Joan raised
their family in Tujunga, California. In 2012, Joan moved to Austin to be closer to one
of her daughters.
Her love of drawing was a quiet interest, practiced primarily on vacations and later
on international trips. Joan always kept daily diaries of the family’s adventures,
punctuated by pen & ink drawings and watercolors—she had a lovely touch that
captured the essence of her subjects. She took some art classes at a community art
center as an adult, but did not afford herself much time for the delight it brought
her. Taking drawing and painting classes at Westminster over the past five years has
been an inspiration for Joan and has even provided good companionship.
ABOUT THE PIECE
Joan was inspired by the works of Vincent Van Gogh and the paintings of the
impressionist period. She has traveled in Western Europe and always loved the
rural views.

SECOND PLACE
RUTH WISNER
“Girl with a Pearl Earring”
Age upon completion: 85
Community: The Buckingham • Houston
As a child, Ruth was quite artistic and grew up enjoying being an artist. Ruth graduated
from Ohio University with a degree in Fine Arts, then went to the New York School of
Interior Design for two years. Ruth did not begin painting until after she moved into the
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MASTER WORKS
SECOND PLACE CONT.
Buckingham twelve years ago. She has always enjoyed impressionist and realistic
artworks. Ruth is unable to paint any longer due to loss of eyesight and cataracts,
but offers the advice to other artists that they “should just look at the art subject
and really study your subject well, then make it your own!”
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Ruth has always appreciated art and loved this painting by Dutch painter
Johannes Vermeer.

FIRST PLACE
JACK PURYEAR
“San Francisco Cable Car”
Age upon completion: 91
Community: Querencia at Barton Creek • Austin
Born in Beaumont on August 8, 1923, Jack graduated from Beaumont High School in
1941, then attended Lamar University for two years, after which he joined the Navy. Jack
was trained as an aerial photographer and spent three years in the Pacific attached to
Fleet Air Photo Squadron One—his crew earned seven battle stars and five air medals.
Jack was discharged from the Navy in 1946 and went on to attend the University of
Texas, where he graduated in 1948 and went into the real estate and general insurance
business in Austin. In July 1950, Jack married Janet Felsman—they have four children,
seven grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. After the war, he stayed in the Naval
Reserve and switched from Naval Air to the Supply Corps; he was recalled to duty in
1951 for two years for the Korean War. Jack started painting upon retirement in 1988,
and has been painting ever since.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Jack was inspired by Gerald Harvey Jones (G. Harvey)—Jack shares: “About 1960, I
met Harvey, a nationally-known artist. At the time, he was our neighbor and was
teaching manual training at a middle school. He loved to draw and his wife bought
him a small box of oil paints and encouraged him to paint his drawings. That started
a long and very successful career in art. Gerald encouraged me to start painting
when I retired in 1988, and he taught me the basics.” Today, Jack enjoys spending
time in the art studio at Querencia, and at 93 years of age, he paints from photos
and studies paintings by Gerald and other artists.
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POETRY
THIRD PLACE
JAMES EDWARDS
“Musings of a Grumpy Old Man”
Age upon completion: 77
Community: Blue Skies of Texas • San Antonio
James is a retired Certified Public Accountant, having retired from the United States
Securities and Exchange Commission after working in the Enforcement Division for
over 34 years. James also retired from the US Army Reserve, 607th Military Police
Battalion as a Sergeant Major. He explains, “During my early military career, I served
as an Air Policeman and a sentry dog handler in the United States Air Force.” James
and his wife were also active in square dancing activities in the north Texas area
where they served as President of two square dancing clubs.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
James was inspired to write this piece by his desire to enter this year’s
ArtsInspire™ contest.

SECOND PLACE
FRED WENDT
“Welcome to The Meadows”
Age upon completion: 86
Community: Morningside Ministries at The Meadows • San Antonio
Fred Wendt is from San Antonio and served in the United States Air Force for 22 years,
retiring in 1972 as a Lieutenant Colonel.
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POETRY
SECOND PLACE CONT.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Fred was not a poet until last year when he decided to write a song to enliven
social events at his community, The Meadows. Mac Davis’ song “It’s Hard to
Be Humble” served as his inspiration. He decided that the song was not too
egotistical because the current trend is to have “self-esteem.” Fred pluralized all
the pronouns and changed a gender-specific term to make it applicable to The
Meadows’ residents, then he wrote three verses which are the second, third,
and fourth verses of this poem, “Welcome to The Meadows.” Upon reading
the poem at his community, he was encouraged to submit the poem to the
ArtsInspire™ competition.

FIRST PLACE
LYDIA BLANCHARD
“A Poet on the Poem”
Age upon completion: 79
Community: Westminster • Austin
Lydia Blanchard began to write poetry and fiction after moving to Westminster in
October 2012 and joining the community’s Poetry Group. An English teacher and
academic administrator for 42 years, including 24 years at Texas State University, she
wrote frequently—but her writing was focused on either her administrative duties or
her scholarship. Writing poetry seemed to free her however, and two years ago, she also
began to write creative nonfiction.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Lydia explains, “I had been working on poetry for four years, and it seemed time to
address what I was trying to accomplish. ‘A Poet on the Poem’ is my first attempt.”
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PHOTOGRAPHY
THIRD PLACE
KAREN MCDONALD
“Coot on Lake”
Age upon completion: 68
Community: Blue Skies of Texas • San Antonio
Karen has loved art and drawing from a very young age and explains, “art has just
always been a part of my life.” Photography was her father’s hobby and he first
introduced her to photography, but now she finds it even more easy and fun with the
advancements of digital photography, plus it allows her to keep her grandchildren
in the loop of her life. Karen expresses, “I love snapping pictures of everyone and
everything and sharing the joy that is captured.”
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Karen explains, “I was at the Botanical Gardens in San Antonio and was inspired by
the reflective lighting upon the lake. I snapped a multitude of pictures that day, but
this coot upon the lake ended up to be one of my favorites.”

SECOND PLACE
WILLIAM SCHLEUSE
“Inner Harbor, Rockport, MA”
Age upon completion: 83
Community: Westminster • Austin
A native Texan who grew up in Austin and San Antonio, William is a retired psychiatrist
and psychoanalyst who graduated from UT-Austin and UTMB-Galveston and practiced
and taught in Houston and Austin for 40 years. Taking up photography in his 50s, he
studied with Barbara Hagen and in workshops in Santa Fe and Maine, and also studied
design at the AMoA Art School. He has shown his work in many juried and invitational
shows, and has taught introductory and intermediate photography and more recently,
the history of photography as a medium. In recent years, his life-long love affair with
boats has led him to marine and coastal landscapes as favorite subjects.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
William was inspired by his love for both photography and boats.
#LATX17 | WWW.LEADINGAGETEXAS.ORG
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PHOTOGRAPHY
FIRST PLACE
DOUG MEYERS
“Antarctic Peninsula Petrel”
Age upon completion: 82
Community: The Buckingham • Houston
Doug was born in 1933 in Mt. Sterling, Illinois. He graduated from the University of
Illinois with a BS in Chemistry and went on to receive his PhD at MIT, then worked for
40 years in the American chemical industry. He and his wife, Mitti, have two children
and three grandchildren.
Doug began to pursue his passion of photography in 1998 and describes himself as a
traveling photographer, taking pictures on his travel excursions.
ABOUT THIS PIECE:
Traveling to Antarctica in 2015, Doug shot this picture of a petrel gliding very close
to the sea off the Antarctic Peninsula. Normally, these sea birds, who have a long
wing span and a processing system that enables them to drink sea water, only stop
on land to reproduce. Interestingly, the name “petrel” is an allusion to St. Peter’s
walking on water (Matthew 14:25-33).
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SOFT CRAFTS • DECORATIVE
SECOND PLACE
EVE FRANCE
“Wreath of Roses”
Age upon completion: 84
Community: The Buckingham • Houston
Eve was born in Strasbourg, France and began college at Houston Baptist University
after her fifth child entered the third grade. Eve graduated with a Masters Degree in
Public Health, then worked as a Director of Education for the March of Dimes until she
retired at 63 years young. Eve and her late husband had five children, and Eve now has
five grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
Eve began spending time creating needlepoint pieces upon retirement. Eve found an
advertisement in The New York Times for an Ehrman Tapestry pattern on canvas and
began creating the artwork, then took it to be made into a pillow. She listens to opera
while creating her needlepoint canvas pieces, which she enjoys creating as “they look
beautiful when completed.” Eve’s favorite needlepoint was a masterpiece she made for
her granddaughter.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Eve explains, “My late husband chose the needlepoint design and I created it for
him as I cared for him while he was ill. It allowed me to sit with him and keep my
hands busy.”
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SOFT CRAFTS • DECORATIVE
FIRST PLACE
JOAN HOLTZAPPLE
“Floral Jean Jacket”
Age upon completion: 82
Community: MRC Crestview/Arbor Oaks • Bryan
Joan was born in New Rochelle, New York in 1933. She always enjoyed embroidery and
her mom taught her basic stitches when she was about eight years old. Her German
mother liked to decorate clothes and hats with decorative stitches—a tradition Joan
continued when she had children of her own.
Her special technique she calls “freeform embroidery” uses subjects and color ideas
as they come to mind—she did not plan the entire jacket in advance. Joan encourages
others, saying, “Try some new crafts—maybe you’ll find an interesting new hobby.”
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Joan explained that she desired to “make something beautiful from this ordinary
jean jacket” found at Goodwill. She felt that needlework would show up well on the
fabric since it was a faded blue. Joan worked on it for several months, “but not every
day—just rainy days or quiet, boring days.”
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SOFT CRAFTS • TEXTILE
THIRD PLACE
BETTY HENDRIX
“Baby Blanket for Seton Hospital’s Neonatal ICU”
Age upon completion: 88
Community: Westminster • Austin
Betty was born in Richmond, Virginia, graduated from St. Catherine’s School, then
went on to earn a BA from Wellesley College in Massachusetts and a M. Ed. from the
University of Texas. She married a Texan and moved to Austin in 1953 where she and her
husband raised their six children. When they were all in school, Betty began her career
as a biology teacher in Austin ISD.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Betty explains she wanted “to make useful crafts to support the Neonatal ICU of
Seton Hospital.” Her mother taught her to knit when she was 11 years old when they
knit squares for the British War Relief, and Betty has been knitting ever since.

SECOND PLACE
KAREN MCDONALD
“Esperanza and Sofia”
Age upon completion: 69
Community: Blue Skies of Texas - West Campus • San Antonio
Karen has loved art and drawing from a very young age. Her introduction to needle
felting came in 2012 when her aunt gave her a special needle for felting. Taking art
classes in high school and then attending an art school in Denver, Colorado has helped
define her work today. Raising two children and operating a children’s book store for
many years kept her from really honing any talent in the art field.
Now, with the joy of living at Blue Skies of Texas, Karen has time to enjoy her craft and
loves the creativity of it.
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SOFT CRAFTS • TEXTILE
SECOND PLACE CONT.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Karen explains, “I wanted the challenge of trying to needle-felt horses in motion
because of the grace they display with the flowing of their manes and tails. I wanted
to capture the pride of a mother horse and her foal.” Karen’s grandchildren helped
in the naming of this piece as it translates as “Hope and Wisdom.”

FIRST PLACE
ZIBA REZAEI
“Snowflake”
Age upon completion: 79
Community: Plano Community Homes - West Campus • Plano
Ziba was born in Esfahan, Iran, and began knitting and crocheting as a child. She
made things for her children as they were growing up, and has continued this
creative pastime as a hobby throughout her life. She attended Esfahan University
and worked as a midwife for 32 years, spending the first half of her career in labor
and delivery in a hospital and the second half teaching nurses in ob/gyn after
completing a teacher-training course in England. Ziba is a multi-talented artist who
is quick to share her creative talents as a chef as well. “I love to create beautiful
things that people can use and enjoy,” Ziba says.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Ziba’s graddaughter Sarah was the inspiration for her lovely crocheted hat. Her
inspiration for her entry, which took her only three hours to create, was her
granddaughter Sarah, who, in her words, is “soft and warm” like the lovely hat
she created.
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SOFT CRAFTS • SEWING
THIRD PLACE
DORIS PATTERSON
“Buffalo Talk”
Age upon completion: 86
Community: Army Residence Community • San Antonio
Doris’ love for quilting began early in life, and as a child she was allowed to play
with her dolls under the quilt frame. As she grew older, she was allowed to put in
a few stitches and from there started making quilts for her dolls and continued to
make larger and larger ones. After college, Doris married Joe, who joined the Air
Force. Each time she and Joe moved, Doris found a quilting group. At one group,
the chairman advised her to join the National Quilting Association and study
to become a judge. This led to a wonderful career of appreciating quilts and the
interesting variety of people who make them. To this day, most afternoons one
can find Doris in her sewing room, quilting away.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Doris explains, “In Sante Fe, my husband and I saw a bronze buffalo in a gift
shop that he wanted. It was quite expensive. So I said ‘Nah, I’ll make one for
you instead!””

SECOND PLACE
JANICE BENTLEY
“Baltimore Boutique”
Age upon completion: 79
Community: Presbyterian Village North • Dallas
While working as a registered nurse at Baylor Hospital in the transplant
department, Janice would often use her off-time going to quilt shows and admiring
the skill that went into making them. She also wondered if the individuals who make
the intricate patterns had a life outside of making them. Upon retiring from Baylor
in 1998, Janice found out what kind of a life a quilter has by experience. Quilting is
not all that she is involved in, as exercise takes up a good part of her days as well.
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SOFT CRAFTS • SEWING
SECOND PLACE CONT.
Starting with a daily walk around the campus, Janice also spends her time singing in the
resident choir, volunteering on campus, doing spin classes, and water aerobic classes
seven days a week.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Janice saw a picture of the quilt in a book and decided it was to be her next
conquest. This particular quilt display took a year to make, although many others
have taken longer.

FIRST PLACE • BEST IN SHOW
BETTY GRANHEIM
“Gifts of the Earth: Gold, Silver & Copper”
Age upon completion: 90
Community: Blue Skies of Texas • San Antonio
Betty was born in Boulder, Colorado and at age three moved to San Jose, California.
She graduated from UC Berkeley and was employed as a social worker for the state
until her marriage to a WWII pilot, who later served in Korea and Vietnam. They
moved many times and along the way had four children. Betty has been an active
volunteer with the Red Cross and organizations for the mentally ill. After 55 years of
marriage to Lt. Col Arnljot Granheim, RET. USAF, Betty was widowed in 2004. Betty
has followed her interests in Ihebana, quilting, beading, and fiber arts through several
organizations in San Antonio.
ABOUT THIS PIECE
Betty explained, “Continuing one nature theme (having designed Fractured
Seascape-Best of Show 2014), land-earth seemed my next focus to explore.”
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