
June 4, 2020 
 
Additional Guidance on GA-26: 
 
Despite the continued reopening of Texas businesses, it is important to note that strong social 
distancing requirements are still in place in many local jurisdictions and continue to be 
recommended by the Governor throughout Texas. According to the most recent Governor’s 
Order, GA-26: 
 
…people should not be in groups larger than ten and should maintain six feet of social distancing 
from those not in their group. People over the age of 65 are strongly encouraged to stay at home 
as much as possible; to maintain appropriate distance from any member of the household who 
has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days; and, if leaving the home, to implement 
social distancing and to practice good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation. 
(emphasis added) 
 
In addition, the current Order maintains limitations on visitation for nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities, or long-term care facilities. As stated in Order GA-26:People shall not visit nursing 
homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care facilities unless 
as determined through guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). 
Nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care 
facilities should follow infection control policies and practices set forth by HHSC, including 
minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever possible. Notwithstanding 
anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation add to the list of 
establishments or venues that people shall avoid visiting. 
 
Regulated long-term care providers remain subject to strict visitation and access rules 
promulgated by CMS and HHSC. And, If local governments have specific requirements for 
retirement housing, such requirements are not overruled by the Governor’s orders. However, 
interpreting the applicability of the Governor’s order to unlicensed senior housing remains a 
challenge. Unlike a prior order regarding long-term care settings, in the Governor’s more recent 
orders he has not used the phrase “retirement” facility. Instead he used the term, “long-term 
care facility”. As such, providers should continue to use their best judgment as to how to apply 
the Governor’s orders to unlicensed senior settings. It can be inferred, however, that visitation 
of residents in the unlicensed housing setting is still not recommended, especially to the extent 
it cannot be done in compliance with any minimum standard health protocols recommended by 
DSHS.  
 
See www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus. 
 

http://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus

