
                                        
 

 

 
June 22, 2020 
 
The Honorable Greg Abbott 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 78711-2428 
Electronically Delivered 
 
RE: Formal Meeting Request to Discuss Long-Term Care Facility Reopening  
 
Dear Governor Abbott, 

  
Long-term care providers in Texas appreciate your attention to the public health crisis as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Your leadership and ongoing support to protect our most vulnerable from COVID-19 
is greatly appreciated.  
 
In the past month, under your leadership, every nursing facility in Texas has tested all residents and staff 
for COVID-19, serving as a critical step in the fight against this deadly virus. As test results are being 
reported, providers are taking the necessary steps and precautions to contain the virus where identified, 
and prevent further spread from occurring. Long-term care providers remain committed to serving on the 
frontline of this pandemic - exhausting every resource available to them in order to protect the older 
Texans they serve.   
 
As nursing homes and assisted living facilities continue to protect their communities, it is time we focus 
on long-term solutions and pathways that allow residents and families to reunite. For the past four 
months, families have been prohibited from visitation as part of an important strategic effort to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 within our communities. At this point, while we don’t know the lasting effect this will 
have on our resident population here in Texas, we do know it has placed a tremendous strain not only on 
families and residents, but is also taking a physical and emotional toll on an already strained workforce.   
 
Long-term care providers understand that a world free from COVID-19 is unlikely, and our members 
remain deeply committed to fighting this virus. In order to do so successfully, a sustainable strategy must 
be developed to address these important issues. On behalf of LeadingAge Texas, Texas Assisted Living 
Association, and Texas Health Care Association, we request a formal meeting that includes providers 
and stakeholders to discuss what actions are necessary to develop a successful long term reopening 
plan for assisted living and nursing facilities with the goal of reuniting residents and families.     
 
Thank you for your consideration and the work of your administration to address the COVID-19 crisis. This 
dynamic situation and the unique risk it poses to senior Texans demands aggressive and bold initiatives. 
With your support, we have an opportunity to lead the nation in its effort to protect vulnerable Texans 
living in long-term care communities while maintaining quality of life.  
  
 
 
 



                                        
 

 

Respectfully,  

                                        
 
Kevin Warren               George Linial                Diana Martinez 
President & CEO              President & CEO                President & CEO 
Texas Health Care Association             LeadingAge Texas               Texas Assisted Living Association  
 
CC:  Luis Saenz, Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor 
 Sarah Hicks, Director of Policy and Budget, Office of the Governor 
 Heather Fleming, Advisor, Office of the Governor 
 


