
Follow us on: Home   |    League News Archive   |   Email Us   |   Municipal Business Alliance   |   About Us

Home   |    League News Archive   |   Email Us   |   Municipal Business Alliance   |   About Us

© League of Kansas Municipalities

|  1

Volume 26 | Number 7 | February 19, 2021

Legislative Session Updates 
Special District Consolidation - SB 118 passed the Senate on Wednesday on a vote of 38-1.  It is 

now headed to the House. Please contact Amanda Stanley if you have questions. 
Electric Bicycles - Bills to classify electric-assisted bicycles under three classifications and to 

regulate them had hearings in both houses this week. We are working on an amendment which 
would ensure that municipalities are unrestricted in regulating these bicycles in line with the 
needs of that particular municipality. Next week SB 131 regulating funeral processions will have a 
hearing in the Senatee (already passed through the House). Please contact Deborah Barnes if you 
have questions. 
Alcohol Licensing - HB 2212 concerning Liquor and Cereal Malt Beverages licensing Had a hearing 

this week. This would eliminate residency requirements from the licensure statutes in response to 
a U.S. Supreme Court decision in Tennessee Wine vs. Thomas. The bill had no opposition and was 
recommended favorably for passage. Contact John Goodyear if you have questions. 
Legalization of Maijuana - HB 2184 has hearings this week; it would legalize the use of marijuana 

for medical purposes (limited to oil, tinctures, plant material, edibles, and patches –NO SMOKING, 
COMBUSTION, or VAPORIZATION) and set up a statutory scheme for its regulation. Guided 
by our statement in the SMP, the League will be offering testimony on the bill. Important to our 
testimony will be support of provisions that require compliance with local zoning ordinances, 
prohibit driving while under the influence of medical marijuana, and a prohibition on “home grow 
operation” as all cultivators will require licensure by the state. We will be asking committee on 
behalf of cities to consider opt-in or opt-out provisions for allowing dispensaries in communities, 
and the dedication of funds from fees and fines to local governments to aid in the training for police 
and human resources made necessary by the act. Contact John Goodyear if you have questions. 
A weekly legislative calendar is available to review. 
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ENERGY CRISIS
Over a two-week period in 

February, Kansas experienced 
record low temperatures which 
caused a skyrocketing demand 
for energy and, subsequently, a 
high cost to provide electricity 
and natural gas to customers.

Some cities in Kansas supply 
electricity and natural gas to 
customers. They do not control 
the cost or supply; they provide 
the delivery to houses and 
businesses.

With this extended and 
unexpected cold weather, 
utility providers had to 
buy gas and electricity 
at extremely high prices 
- exceeding 10-70x the 
normal prices.

THE RESULT? Energy providers were forced to buy exceedingly 
expensive energy to keep homes and businesses operating. 
Customers should expect significantly higher than normal 
bills to pay for the high-cost energy used.
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WHAT CAUSED THE CRISIS?

The long-range 
forecast was not 
showing extremely cold 
temperatures; winter 
has been generally mild.

In mid-February, a polar vortex 
of arctic temperatures affected 
multiple Midwest states.
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March 1st is the kickoff of Govapalooza! Three dozen leading local-
government organizations have come together to co-create this historical 
event – a "South by Southwest of Local Government." Including national 
organizations like ICMA and the National Civic League; state-level 
organizations like your own League & KACM; academic institutions, 
private sector innovators, and many others. 
Use the code "LKM" or "KACM" to get unlimited All Access Passes for 

$199 instead of $299. Click here for the full Govapalooza Program! Register 
online at Govapalooza's website. 

Govpalooza Event for Local Government Officials 

Understanding this Week's Energy Crisis (see below) 
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