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We focus our advocacy efforts on issues that 

have a real-world impact. As members, you have 
a voice in helping us establish our policies and 
drive the positions we take on legislation.

A prime example is SB 88, conceived when cities 
were facing crushing utility bills surrounding the 
natural gas crisis during Winter, 2021. The League 
and Kansas Municipal Utilities came together with 
House Leadership to draft a bill that passed through 
both chambers and was signed by the Governor in a 
single day. Emergency loans were available to cities 
in less than 24 hours. 

We are stronger when we work together toward 
a unified voice.

Members may contact the League to 
seek guidance on legal inquiries or basic 
questions – our legal staff answers more than 
2,000 calls annually! The League also drafts 
sample ordinances and resolutions for use 
by member cities on multiple subjects, plus 
gives guidance on legislation and rulemaking 
at both state and federal level.

The League frequently fields phone calls with 
questions like these: How do you fill vacancies 
on the governing body? Can we use public 
funds for this? Is this an open record? 

Our legal team strives to be a resource to 
our members and can save you money!

A Key Voice for Local Governments in Kansas

Legal Expertise

Get informed. Get involved. Become a Leader.
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ways your membership 
pays off.
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These informative sessions will feature a discussion of the League's 2022 Legislative Priorities. 
We hope you take this important opportunity to network with local officials to discuss the upcoming 
session. All Legislators are also invited to attend; we encourage you to reach out and personally 
invite them. Dinner registration starts at 5:30 p.m., with dinner served at 6:00 p.m. League Staff 
is also offering an optional training beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the same location. The topic is City 
Officials 101, and the training will cover forms of government, classes of cities, and basic municipal 
operations. Click to RSVP for this optional event on the registration form.

Click below on the location you wish to attend to access the registration form.
Tuesday, November 9: Garden City

Wednesday, November 10: South Hutchinson

Wednesday, November 10: Ellis 

Thursday, November 11: Clay Center

Tuesday, November 30: Prairie Village

Wednesday, December 1: Iola

Last Day to Register for Western City Legislative Dinners 

Kansas’ Cybersecurity 
Task Force released the 
initial draft of a plan for 
achieving a strong, whole-
of-state cybersecurity 
approach. The team’s slate 
of 45 near- and long-term 
recommendations aim to 
reduce workforce gaps, 
develop a robust incident 
response plan and improve 
communication and 
collaboration among state 
and local governments, 
private partners and 
residents.

The report reflects the 
insights of public- and 
private-sector members 
and various experts and 
stakeholders with whom 
they convened and focuses 
on four central areas.

The task force is 
accepting feedback at 
CyberTaskForce@ks.gov. A 
second report is due on 
December 5.

Cybersecurity 
Report

Building Revitalization Grant Program 
The Department of Commerce announced a new grant program that will move quickly to help 

revitalize underutilized, vacant and dilapidated downtown buildings in rural Kansas communities.
The Historic Economic Asset Lifeline (HEAL) grant program is designed to bring downtown 

buildings back into productive use as spaces for new or expanding businesses; housing; arts and 
culture; civic engagement; childcare; or entrepreneurship. The matching grants will help address 
emergency needs for neglected buildings and assist building owners with eligible expenses for the 
revitalization of historic properties. Projects submitted must show potential as economic drivers 
in the community. 

A virtual webinar for information on the program will be held on Monday, November 8. Find 
out more information online at the Department of Commerce's webpage. 
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TOTAL TRAVELERS   35.4 million
OVERNIGHT   14.1
DAY    21.3 
TOTAL SPENDING   $6,494 million
OVERNIGHT   $4,874
DAY    $1,620
PER TRAVELER SPENDING $184 million
OVERNIGHT   $347
DAY    $76

2015, in millions

TRIPS AND SPENDING

We have dedicated this issue of the Kansas 
Government Journal to travel and tourism in 

Kansas. Why? Data shows tourism has a large impact on 
the economic vitality of our state. Tourism is an industry 
that has both direct and indirect impacts. Directly, jobs, 
wages, taxes and local businesses are supported by visitor 
spending. The investments made in capital projects 
including roads, utilities, parks and recreation and arts 
and cultural amenities indirectly benefit the tourism 
industry which contributes to a healthy balance in our 
local economies. Local governments should understand 
the impact of tourism on their communities because it is 
one of the many factors to consider when making policy 
and budgetary decisions. 

For Kansas, tourism is the eighth-largest industry in 
the state. Tourism ranks higher than educational services, 
wholesale trades and construction. Thirty-five million 
visitors came to Kansas in 2015; that’s like everyone from 
Texas, Nebraska and Missouri visiting Kansas once a year. 
Also in 2015, the state collected $588 million in state and 
local revenues from visitor activity. If this revenue stream 
were removed, every household in Kansas would need to 
provide an additional $525 per year to make up for lost 
revenue. Of the $588 million collected in state and local 
tax receipts, the state received $272 million – 68% of this 
revenue was state sales tax. Local governments received 
$316 million in tax receipts from travel-generated activity 
– 60% of which was property taxes, 18% was local sales 
taxes and 13% was bed tax (TGT). 

The data also details why overnight travelers are 
especially important in the evaluation of travel and 
tourism. According to The Economic Impact of Travel in 
Kansas Report for 2015, only 40% of all trips in Kansas 
were overnight stays, but those trips accounted for 75% of 
all traveler spending generating $4.9 billion. On average, 
overnight travelers spent $347 in Kansas during their 
trip. The majority of Kansas travelers (60%) were day 
travelers. Day travelers spent, on average, $76 per day for 
a total of $1.6 billion. 

Tourism plays a part in the overall economic health of 
our state. The indirect and direct benefits of the tourism 
industry help keep communities vital and vibrant.  

Editor’s Note: The data contained in this infographic 
comes from the Economic Impact of Travel in Kansas 
Report for 2015. View the full report, as well as county-
specific breakdown of visitor spending, online at www.
travelks.com/industry/research-and-reports/economic-
impact/. 

Why Does 
Tourism Matter? 
 By Megan Gilliland,The League of Kansas Municipalities

The League offers several educational events, such as conferences, webinars, and legislative 
networking opportunities to help you expand your knowledge of good local government and become 
a stronger leader for your community. These events frequently explore solutions to the challenges 
your community might be facing, and always offer invaluable networking with colleagues.

Keep in touch with the League with the latest information most relevant to you. League 
communication efforts include the Kansas Government Journal that highlights the innovative work 
of local officials from across Kansas, plus weekly e-news, listserv access, and website.

The League has an extensive list of publications and other practical resources that are well-
researched, frequently updated, and help you save time and money by reducing the need for 
your own staff to do research.

Annual Conference

Kansas Government Journal

KOMA/KORA

Leadership Summit /
Governing Body Institute

League News Website

Infographics STO/UPOC

Webinars &
Municipal Training Institute

Affiliate Group Listservs

The City Officials Manual
(formerly City Clerks Manual)

Legal Expertise

Professional Development & Networking

News You Can Use

Practical Resources & Valuable Publications

The mission of the League is to strengthen and advocate for the interests of the cities of Kansas to 
advance the general welfare and promote the quality of life of the people who live within our cities.
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Volume 107 - Number 3 APRIL 2021

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

Kansas 
DUI Laws

The American
Rescue Plan

Connecting
Kansas

Volume 107 - Number 7 August/September 2021

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

9/11 Remembrance

Excellence in Local Government Award

Governing Body Nominations

Volume 107 - Number 2 March 2021

A Publication of The League 
of Kansas Municipalities

Newton Lawrence

Andover

Garden City

Overland P
ark Façade 

Improvements

COVID-19: 
Cities Responding

Facebook &
Open Meetings

Volume 107 - Number 8 October 2021

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

Celebrate Home Rule

Awards Edition

Governing Body Profiles

League Conference

Edition

Volume 107 - Number 4 May 2021

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

Cities Going
Digital

Setoff
Program

Leadership
Summit

Schedule A Publication of The League 
of Kansas Municipalities

Volume 107 - Number 9 November 2021

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

E.A. Mosher 
Awards

Intergovernmental
Award

New Governing
Body Leadership

Conference Wrap-Up

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

Bond Basics

ARPA Fact Sheets

Bringing Back Fun Post-COVID

Volume 107 - Number 5 June 2021

DOL Changes 

Exempt Thresholds

2020 League  

Event Schedule 

Volume 106 - Number 1 January/february 2020

A Publication of 
The League of Kansas Municipalities

Legislative 
Preview

Abc's of 
cbd

Legislative 
Leadership

Volume 107 - Number 6 July 2021

"My City, My Home"
Essay Winners

Legislative
Wrap-Up

   STO and UPOC
Changes for 2021

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

Volume 106 - Number 2 March 2020

A Publication of 
The League of Kansas Municipalities

TAX RATE & 
FISCAL DATA BOOK

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT IDEAS

LEGAL FORUM: 
CITES & THE TORT CLAIMS ACT 
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A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

Kansas 
DUI Laws
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Rescue Plan

Connecting
Kansas

Volume 107 - Number 2 March 2021

A Publication of The League 
of Kansas Municipalities

Newton Lawrence

Andover

Garden City

Overland P
ark Façade 

Improvements

COVID-19: 
Cities Responding

Facebook &
Open Meetings

Volume 107 - Number 4 May 2021

A Publication of The League 
Of Kansas Municipalities

Cities Going
Digital

Setoff
Program

Leadership
Summit

Schedule A Publication of The League 
of Kansas Municipalities

A Guide to the
Kansas 

Open Records Act
A Resource for Freedom of Information Officers  

and Other Local Government Officials

2021 Edition

A Guide to the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act

2020 Edition

A Resource for Kansas Government Officials © 2021 Prepared and Published by the League of Kansas Municipalities

The City Officials Manual



Training
Good local government is the heart of our association.

League of Kansas Municipalities  •  300 SW 8th Ave. Topeka, KS 66603  
785-354-9565  •  www.lkm.org

Research
Legal inquiries are a core function of  The League.

Advocacy
The League serves as the unified voice for local government.

www.lkm.org
Latest news and resources at your fingertips.

 


