
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF ATLANTA

I am honored and excited to serve as the 2024-2025 President of
the Medical Association of Atlanta (MAA). I have practiced internal
medicine for 24 years, joining the MAA Board in 2013, and was
elected to the Executive Committee in 2021. I started practicing at
Piedmont Healthcare in Atlanta in 2000, and in 2015 co-founded
Piedmont Internal Medicine, P.C., where I have practiced since.  My
three strategic priorities this year are to increase the effectiveness of
physician advocacy, increase the value of MAA membership, and
recruit new MAA members.

Fall 2024

MAA President Letter 
Cody McClatchey, MD
Piedmont Internal Medicine

READ MORE HERE

In private practice and as an employed doctor, I have recognized the importance of
physician advocacy. In my years of involvement in organized medicine I have seen major
wins with tort reform, limiting scope expansion in allied health professions, expanding
health insurance coverage, and preserving physician autonomy. All physicians should
dedicate time at some point in their careers to advocating for improving patient care
and the conditions in which we practice. I believe there are at least three main ways to
do this (I participate in all three!): participating in one’s specialty society, becoming an
active member of MAA and participating in the Medical Association of Georgia (MAG)
and MAG events. 

Because many issues are specific to our specialties, our specialty societies help us to
address those unique needs. Because patients, legislators, and regulators need to hear a
unified message that represents all doctors, it is important to form consensus with other
specialties. That takes place annually at MAG’s House of Delegates, where representative
physicians (delegates) from all specialties and county medical societies (such as MAA)
meet to form policy resolutions. If requested, resolutions that pass can be submitted to the
American Medical Association (AMA) for further national action. This is accomplished with
AMA delegates representing MAG. To become a MAG delegate, you must be nominated
by your specialty or county medical society (such as MAA). 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.maa-assn.org/resource/resmgr/files/dr_mcclatchey_fall_2024_cntd.pdf
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dedicated to the advancement of organized medicine in the Atlanta, GA area. MAA
membership is made up of the most actively-involved participants in organized medicine
who have united their individual voices and efforts into one cohesive body of progress,
representing the new face of organized medicine in areas of legislation, community
service, and individual patient care.
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MAA Fall Social
November 14, 2024
Tucker Brewing
6:30pm - 9:30pm

Drinks &  Appetizers 

MAA Spring Social
March 26, 2025

Bold Monk Brewing
6:30pm - 9:30pm

Drinks & Appetizers 

RSVP ON THE MAA WEBSITE
FREE EVENTS

https://www.maa-assn.org/GENERAL/REGISTER_MEMBER_TYPE.ASP
https://www.maa-assn.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1886033&group=


EVENTS
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MAA Summer Gala 
The MAA hosted the MAA Summer Gala at Zoo Atlanta on July 13th. Members, sponsors and guests had a
great night celebrating another year of MAA membership and the introduction of our new Executive
Committee.

MORE PHOTOS HERE

https://chrissavasphotography.smugmug.com/Events/AMA-Summer-Safari-Gala-7-2024


EVENTS
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MAA Board Retreat 
The MAA Board of Directors was hard at work August 9-11 at Brasstown Valley Resort planning the year
ahead. The Board reviewed member recruitment and engagement, programs and events, and strategy
for our advocacy efforts under the direction of our new MAA President Dr. Cody McClatchey. 

MAA House of Delegates Caucus Meeting 
The MAA hosted a caucus meeting on September 23 in advance of the MAG House of Delegates
meeting. If you can join us as a delegate, please click ‘Register Now’. We would love your support on
October 18-20 in Savannah! MAA Delegates should use the code MAA2024HOD to pay for the all-
inclusive Delegate Registration.

https://members.mag.org/events/2024-House-of-Delegates-125/details


EVENTS
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Joint Meeting 
The MAA hosted a joint meeting with Greater Cobb County Medical Society on September 11 at the Cobb
Energy Performing Arts Center featuring guest speaker Anant Madabhushi covering Artificial Intelligence for
Presicion Medicine.

WATCH IT HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8vw1lWICQ0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8vw1lWICQ0&t=6s


AWARDS, HONORS, PUBLICATIONS
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Dr. Carmen Kavali’s work  leading Physicians for Patient Protection
recognized in ‘Bloomberg Businessweek’ article‘The Miseducation of
America’s Nurse Practitioners’: “They don’t merely support doctors—NPs
increasingly treat patients independently, including in specialty practices
and emergency rooms. When they aren’t well trained, the results can be
tragic.”

Dr. Theresa Rohr-Kirchgraber published ‘“Don’t I need research to get a
residency?” Incorporating scholarly activity at a regional campus’ in the
Journal of Regional Medical Campuses, Vol. 7, Issue 2 (2024).

Dr. Theresa Rohr-Kirchgraber 

Dr. Lawrence Sperling, Katz Professor in Preventive Cardiology at the Emory
University School of Medicine and Founder, Emory Center for Heart Disease
Prevention, won the Aven Cup Award at the MAA Summer Gala.  Dr. Sperling
received this award for his leadership at The Atlanta Hypertension Initiative
(AHI). AHI is an initiative focused on improving equitable hypertension
control across metro Atlanta.  

Dr. Jin Lee, the Associate Program Director for Internal Medicine at
Northside Hospital, won the MAA President’s Award at the MAA Summer
Gala. Dr. Lee received  this award due to his efforts recruiting new members,
mentoring residents, his leadership and involvement on the MAA Board of
Directors, and his attendance and impact at both MAA and Medical
Association of Georgia events.

Dr. Jin Lee receiving the award
from MAA Board Chair Dr. John
Johnson.

Dr. Lawrence Sperling receiving
the award from MAA Board
Chair Dr. John Johnson.

Dr. Carmen Kavali

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-07-24/is-the-nurse-practitioner-job-boom-putting-us-health-care-at-risk?utm_source=website&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=copy
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-07-24/is-the-nurse-practitioner-job-boom-putting-us-health-care-at-risk?utm_source=website&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=copy
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-07-24/is-the-nurse-practitioner-job-boom-putting-us-health-care-at-risk?utm_source=website&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=copy
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-07-24/is-the-nurse-practitioner-job-boom-putting-us-health-care-at-risk?utm_source=website&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=copy
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-07-24/is-the-nurse-practitioner-job-boom-putting-us-health-care-at-risk?utm_source=website&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=copy
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.maa-assn.org/resource/resmgr/files/pdf_of_article__1_.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.maa-assn.org/resource/resmgr/files/pdf_of_article__1_.pdf


My name is Taylor James, and I am a second-year medical student at
Morehouse School of Medicine. During my first year, I joined the Medical
Association of Atlanta (MAA) and attended the Summer Gala. This event
highlighted the numerous opportunities the MAA offers to aspiring medical
professionals. The Gala was a great experience where I had the chance to
interact with seasoned medical professionals and fellow students. It
provided a glimpse into the network and support system that the MAA
provides.
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Student & Resident News

The primary goal of our club is to provide students with timely information about MAA programs and
events. We aim to create a supportive community where students can ask questions, share information,
build connections, and attend events together. By establishing this club, we are creating a dedicated
platform for students to stay informed and engaged with the MAA’s offerings.

Chapter Proposals:

1. Facilitating Engagement with MAA Physicians: We aim to organize sessions where MAA physicians
can share their expertise, discuss their specialties, and offer valuable advice. These interactions will be
incredibly beneficial for students, providing insights into various medical fields and career paths.

2. Organizing MAA Student Chapter Events: Hopefully there may be an event specifically for MAA
student chapter members. These events would provide a platform for students to engage in meaningful
discussions, ask questions, and build relationships with medical professionals. Such events would enrich
the student experience and strengthen the ties between students and the MAA.

This club has the potential to significantly enhance student engagement and professional development.
By creating this chapter, we are providing access to valuable opportunities, learning experiences, and
connections within the local medical community. We are committed to fostering a community where
students can thrive, make the most of the available resources, and build lasting connections with
medical professionals. I look forward to seeing our members benefit from the opportunities provided
through the MAA and contribute to a stronger, more engaged student body.

During the first MAA board meeting I attended, there were sentiments on how the level of student
engagement was less than desired. This shocked me because I knew many students who would be
interested in the opportunities provided by the MAA. The board's concerns highlighted a significant gap
between available resources and students’ knowledge of them. After jokingly suggesting the idea of
starting a student chapter for the MAA, I realized it could be a practical solution to bridge this gap.

Contact Taylor James (tjames@msm.edu) to get involved at Morehouse,
contact Shannon Andrada to start a chapter at your medical school!



FALL 2024 Vol. 16

MAA SPONSOR CONTENT
Northside Forsyth first to offer new treatment for enlarged prostate
MAA Sponsor Submission - Northside Hospital

Northside Hospital is a Platinum Sponsor 
Northside Hospital Forsyth was the first hospital in the world to offer Aquablation® therapy with the
new HYDROS™ Robotic System. Dr. Lewis Kriteman, a urologist, performed the first procedure
Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 4. HYDROS Robotic System is the next-generation platform to treat
men suffering from benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH), commonly known as an enlarged prostate.
Aquablation therapy, now delivered by an AI-powered robotic system, is clinically proven to
provide significant, durable BPH symptom relief while preserving sexual function and continence
across prostates of all shapes and sizes. Click to read more.

MAA Welcomes American Heritage Financial as Silver Sponsor 
MAA Sponsor Submission - American Heritage Financial

Click to learn more.

MAA Welcomes RGRE as Silver Sponsor 
MAA Sponsor Submission - RGRE

RG Real Estate is a full service commercial real estate firm. We are dedicated to being the
Physician’s Advocate and achieving the optimal outcomes in healthcare real estate transactions.
Our Healthcare Advisory team is focused on efficiently supporting Practices and the Physician’s
needs, long term planning and completing complex real estate transactions – Lease l Sale l
Investment. Michael Ulin, MBA leads our healthcare team and leverages his financial background
and 17 years of experience to complete various healthcare leasing and sales transactions.

Click to learn more.

As a financial strategist, Chris Boyd-Witherspoon is dedicated to making sure her pre-retiree
clients' finances are working efficiently and are optimally allocated for maximum wealth in
retirement. She specializes in the financial planning for medical professionals, engineers and the
tech industry.

https://providers.northside.com/provider/lewis-s-kriteman/2609184
https://www.northside.com/about/news-center/articles/2024/09/05/northside-forsyth-first-to-offer-new-treatment-for-enlarged-prostate#:~:text=Northside%20Forsyth%20first%20to%20offer%20new%20treatment%20for%20enlarged%20prostate,-Published%20on%20September&text=Northside%20Hospital%20Forsyth%20was%20the,first%20procedure%20Wednesday%20afternoon%2C%20Sept.
https://wealthtender.com/financial-advisors/chris-boyd-witherspoon-mba/
https://www.rg-re.com/team/michael-ulin/
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MAA SPONSOR CONTENT 
New Advertisement from MAA Silver Sponsor RGRE 
MAA Sponsor Submission - RGRE

https://www.rg-re.com/team/michael-ulin/
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Calvin Abdallah

Anthony Ajegwu

Daniel Akuoko

Tanya Alston

Ronald Alvarez

Isabella Amaniera

Danielle Andrews

Anna Bagley

Darlene Bio

Gary Bostein

Yazan Bouchi

Josephine Buclez

Daniel Carothers

David R. Cromer

Megan Crosmer

Courtney Curtis

Shweta Desai

Ravi Dhawan

Lee Diamond

As the largest component society of the Medical Association of Georgia, MAA is committed to its mission to develop leaders to
ensure the health and safety of our citizens. We applaud the continued contributions of our members and welcome any
Georgia physician seeking to grow as a leader to join us. 

Hassieb Din

Chidi Ekeledo

Stephanie Ezebuiro

Briana Ford

Tarini Gajelli

Norine Germain

Julia Girgis

Quin Goodman

Gowri Gouda

Andrew Harmez

Julian Henke

Yolanda Holdness

Ramez Jaber

Mecca Johnson

Deirdre Joiner-Nichols

Leela Kantamneni

Kathleen Khan

Ramsha Nabihah Khan

Yea Kim

Nurah Koney-Laryea

Catrina Kure

Monique Latif

Daniel Leach

Maria D. Leon-Camarena

Victor Leslie

Zade Mahayni

Nabil Makhlouf

Bianca Marks

Sydney Martin

Marin McCoy

Asiah McWhorter

Sarfraz Mohammed

Maryan Mohamoud

Karima MuhammadPoe

Aveline Nels 

Maximilian Nguyen

Uduak Obot

Chiagoziem Ohamadike

MEMBER BENEFIT HIGHLIGHT

MAA members help shape Georgia health policy,
weighing in on key issues facing medicine by creating
resolutions that impact every aspect of patient care
delivery, the business and medicine of healthcare,
and physician wellness.

Learn more about MAA Advocacy in the latest MAA
Webinar featuring MAA President Dr. Cody
McClatchey and MAA Board Member Dr. Christopher
McAdams.

Click here to watch.

Advocacy

Stay tuned for our upcoming MAA webinars covering
Drowning, Elder Care, Menopause, and more! If you

have ideas for a webinar we would love to learn
more and help facilitate the process! Please contact

Shannon Andrada to get started.

Isioma Okobah

James Olson

Melissa Oye

Esther Oyerinde

Ritika Pandey

Nicholas Patel

Rickey Patel

Kush Pathak

Waylon Pearson

Michele Presmy

Richard Prokesch

Brendan Pulsifer

Omama Rahmany

Anupriya Rao

Farah Raoof

Gilda Rastegar

Rachel Reid

Sarah Reuter

Alex Rezai

Jenelle Robinson

Katherine Russell

Khiredin Sadik

Makalah Saunders

Anam Shaikh

Munit Singh

Tarin Singhapakdi

Paul Stephen

Dolly Taiwo

Ravi Thadhani

Daniel Tran

Yessica Velasquez

Linda Williams

Johnny Won

Allen Yen

Tempest Young

Brian Zhou

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwwGdmd9iTI&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwwGdmd9iTI&t=2s


We extend a sincere thank you to our MAA Sponsors! 
Your sponsorships have been a benefit to our association.

Our appreciation is immeasurable for your contributions to our mission.

P L A T I N U M

G O L D

S I L V E R
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Check out our social channels:

https://www.facebook.com/MedicalAssociationofAtlanta
https://twitter.com/MedicalAssocATL
https://www.linkedin.com/company/medical-association-of-atlanta
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTQLVsKGX8nH6DL0v5YUFag/featured
https://www.instagram.com/medical_association_of_atlanta/

