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OVERVIEW
The Massachusetts Association of Conservation
Commissions (MACC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation, founded in 1961 and incorporated
in 1978, whose mission is to protect
Massachusetts’ natural resources by supporting
conservation commissions through education
and advocacy. MACC provides legal, scientific,
policy, and technical training and support to
Massachusetts conservation commissions.
MACC works collaboratively with government
agencies, nonprofits, and volunteers to achieve
its environmental protection mission.

advocated to the state legislature and agencies
for smart, science-based environmental laws,
regulations, and policies that can be implemented on the local level.

EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS
MACC’s education programs include a 13-unit,
20-hour, certificate training course that provides
the basics of conservation commissions’
responsibilities and operations, including
wetlands protection and permitting under the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and
authority under the Conservation Commission
Act. MACC’s Annual Environmental Conference,
the largest of its kind in New England, provides a
wide range of workshops on wetlands and open
space protection, prepared for conservation
commissions.

In fiscal year 2019 (July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019),
MACC successfully continued to support
conservation commissions by providing
environmental education programs and
workshops throughout the year, offered
Fundamentals for Conservation Commissioners
(a certificate program for commissioners), and
held well-attended and popular Annual
Environmental Conference in the spring of 2019,
and a Fall Conference in October 2018. We
continued several new networking and
educational programs for our members,
including quarterly Young Professionals
Committee events, regional Wetlands Forums
with
Massachusetts
Department
of
Environmental Protection (MassDEP), and free
Monthly Lunch & Learn Webinars related to
wetlands and open space topics.
MACC

Since the passage of the Wetlands Protection Act
in 1972, MACC has trained an estimated 30,000
conservation
commissioners
through
workshops, education programs, conferences,
resource materials, and one-on-one and group
consultations.
In FY2019, MACC had a total of 867
Fundamentals Unit participants, up from 747
participants the year before. Participants who
2

complete the five required units and three of the
six elective units receive a Certificate of
Completion. Four of the Fundamentals units are
given via live webinar for people to take training
from their own computers in the comfort of their
home or office.

Handbook for Massachusetts Conservation
Commissioners is an indispensable resource for
those serving on, working with, and appearing
before conservation commissions. We continue
to provide a free one-year subscription to each
Fundamentals graduate, and also provide a free,
one-month trial subscription to each new
conservation commissioner.

There was an increase in the number of people
receiving their Fundamental Unit Certificates
this past year: 72 new graduates in FY2019, up
from 45 graduates in FY2018. MACC offered all
the Fundamentals units during the year, at
conferences as well as in regional settings.

49th ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONFERENCE
In spite of some snow on the morning of MACC’s
2019 Annual Environmental Conference, on
March 2, 2019, there was a huge turnout at the
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
Massachusetts. The 2019 Conference had more
than 880 participants at the conference, up from
750 participants in 2018. There were 31
environmental workshops on legal, regulatory,
scientific, and technical issues in administering
the state wetlands protection act and
stewarding open space, and four units of
Fundamentals for Conservation Commissioners.

Greg Hochmuth teaching students about hydric soils.

MACC provided 78 environmental workshops
and 30 Fundamentals units during the fiscal year,
training 2,552 participants. Our educational
offerings included: Wetland Delineation for
Beginners; Wetland Shrubs; Grasses of the
Northeast; Introduction to Aquatic Plants of New
England; Discovering Native Ferns; Basic
Wetland Delineation-Vegetation; Wetlands of
East Leverett Meadow; Basic Wetland
Delineation – Soils; Wetland Delineation for
Beginners; Ponemah Bog in Autumn; EBC/MACC
Climate Adaptation Forums; New England Plant
Diversity;
Managing
Buffer
Zones
in
Massachusetts; Wetland Shrubs in Winter;
Winter Botany; New England Plant Diversity;
Dendrology 101; and CZM’s Coastal Bank
Workshop.
MACC’s on-line handbook, Protecting Wetlands
and Open Space: MACC’s Environmental

2019 Annual Business Meeting
At the morning 2019 Annual Business Meeting,
members voted on the budget and the 2019
slate of candidates to the Board of Directors. We
welcomed Jennifer Hughes, the former
Conservation Administrator in North Andover,
and
current
Ipswich
Conservation
Commissioner, and Lana Spillman, former
Conservation Administrator for Topsfield and
Boxford Conservation Commission to the Board
of Directors. The Board of Directors sent a
hearty “Thank You” to the 2018 Treasurer, John
Goldrosen, who stepped off the MACC Board of
Directors, for his hard work and service to MACC.
The 21 officers and board members are listed on
our website https://www.maccweb.org. These
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hard-working volunteers help direct and drive
the educational programs for commissioners.

the Year Award was given to Tonia Bandrowicz
(in the photo above, right) of the Swampscott
Conservation Commission.

2019 Keynote Speaker

The Educator of the Year Award was given to Carl
Hakansson, Esq., (pictured above, left), Associate
Professor of Environmental Studies and
Geography at Framingham State University. The
Long Time Service Award was given to Allan
White, (shown in the photo above, right) of the
Marlborough
Conservation
Commission.
Congratulations to these deserving awardees!
We are happy each year to be able to highlight
that hard work of outstanding members and
bestow awards on very deserving people.

Gary Clayton, President of Mass Audubon, gave
the Keynote Address at MACC’s 2019 Annual
Environmental Conference.
His topic,
“Conservation Commissions – More Important
than Ever in a Changing Climate”, provided
information on the importance of conservation
commissions in time of climate change. Mr.
Clayton has a strong background in leadership
roles at Massachusetts Executive Office of
Energy
and
Environmental
Affairs,
Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection, as well as his experience working on
the local level on his town’s planning board,
select board, and conservation commission. Mr.
Clayton urged commissioners to work together
on the local and state level, utilizing resources
available from the Municipal Vulnerability
Preparedness Program, and making sure to
connect with state and federal elected officials
to increase their support for wetlands, open
space and other environmental programs.

2019 Annual Conference Student Posters
For the third year in a row, in 2019, MACC held a
college student poster competition. There were
19 posters from 10 universities and colleges,
including Boston College, UMASS AmherstBoston and Lowell, Bridgewater State,
Northeastern, Clark, Wellesley and Westfield
State. The Student Poster competition is a great
way to network with the next generation of
conservation commissioners!

2019 Exhibitors, Silent Auction & Networking
In addition to the training, there were 49
vendors in the Exhibit Hall providing the latest
information on wetlands and stormwater
protection, stormwater, climate change
resilience
techniques,
coastal
resource
management, endangered species permitting,
wetlands permitting, green infrastructure design
and much more. Attendees were able to speak

2019 Annual Conference Award Winners
During the morning meeting, MACC presented
the 2019 Environmental Service Awards to the
following
deserving
and
hard-working
individuals. The Conservation Administrator of
the Year Award was given to Kathy Sferra
(pictured above, left), the Stow Conservation
Coordinator. The Conservation Commissioner of
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with experts throughout the day to learn about
the latest in science and technology offerings.
At the end of the 2019 conference, hundreds of
commissioners, students, and vendors, along
with MACC Board of Directors and Staff,
networked at the President’s Reception for
drinks, appetizers, purchasing books from the
MACC Publications Table, and last-minute silent
auction bidding. The 2019 Silent Auction had 26
unique auction items including Red Sox Tickets,
Ski Packages, Craft Beer Samplers; Girl Scout
Cookies; Wetland Delineation Class; and a deepsea fishing trip! Silent Auction proceeds support
MACC’s operating budget to assist our mission:
protecting Massachusetts’ natural resources
through education and advocacy programs.

Services Coordinator, Newsletter Editor, and
Office Manager. Lindsay is often one of the
patient voices at the end of the phone call who
helps with event registrations and other MACC
related questions.
During the 2018 Fall
Conference, MACC awarded prizes to the
conservation commissioners serving the longest
term, the shortest term, and to the person
traveling the farthest distance to the conference.
At the end of the day, there was a well-attended
networking session and social hour.
The
conference received high marks from
participants. Additional information about the
Fall Conference is available on our website.

MACC’s Annual Environmental Conference
continues to be the largest of its kind in New
England and the premier conference for those
working for wetlands and open space protection
in Massachusetts. Additional information about
the conference is available on our website at
https://www.maccweb.org/page/EDAECPOSTCONF

FALL CONFERENCE 2018
More than 240 people attended MACC’s sold out
Fall Conference on October 20, 2018 in
Leominster, Massachusetts, up from the 180
participants at MACC’s Fall Conference in 2017!
The event was a great opportunity for our
members to catch up on important educational
offerings, and for this reason, we called the
event “MACC Academy”.
There were six
Fundamentals courses offered at the Fall
Conference along with four new workshops
focusing on Forestry Regulations and Practices,
Building Sustainable & Accessible Trails, and
Riverfront Area regulations and practices.

ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS
Conservation Commissions have been in
existence for more than sixty years! Fourteen
years before the first Earth Day, residents of
Ipswich, Massachusetts, concerned about the
proposed destruction of a productive wetland in
their town, found a way to protect that natural
resource. Their success and vision for the future
set into motion the innovative idea that people
in each town and city could be empowered to
protect the natural resources of their
community. That led to the passage of the
Massachusetts Conservation Commission Act in
1957. By the mid-1980s, every municipality in
the state had established a conservation
commission.
Since
1972,
when
the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act became
law,
conservation
commissions
have
administered perhaps the most comprehensive
and successful wetlands program in the country.

During lunch, MACC staff celebrated 20 years of
service by Lindsay Martucci, MACC’s Member
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MACC
monitors
federal
environmental
initiatives, state legislation, and regulations, in
order to make sure that science-based programs
are implemented as part of environmental
legislation and regulations. Our top priority this
past year was Public Lands Preservation Act
(PLPA), which would further the long-standing
goal of preventing the loss of public parks,
conservation lands, forests, watersheds and
other natural resource lands protected by Article
97 of the Massachusetts Constitution.

Wetlands Photo Contest: To celebrate Wetlands
Month in May, MACC held the second annual
Wetlands Photo Contest, with cash prizes. We
received hundreds of wonderful photos
depicting Massachusetts’ wetlands and open
spaces. Many of the photos have been used in
MACC publications during the year, including the
first-place photo by Fred Laberge of Paine’s
Creek in Brewster, MA (above). We look forward
to another exciting Wetlands Photo Contest in
May 2020.

MACC supported funding of environmental
programs and MassDEP to be 1% of the state
budget.
We
worked
with
numerous
environmental groups to pass the Environmental
Bond Bill, comment on bills, and improved draft
legislation. Results of our advocacy efforts on
the local, state, and federal levels are provided
to our members in several publications
throughout the year and posted to our website.

Young Professionals Committee: MACC started
a Young Professionals Committee in 2017 to
provide support, professional development, and
networking opportunities to individuals that are
young or new to environmental fields. This
committee held quarterly events in 2018 and
2019 where young professionals interacted with
their peers and other MACC members to further
their
understanding
of
environmental
regulations, different techniques used in the
field, or just meet new people.

NEW INITIATIVES FY2018 and FY2019
Regional Wetland Forums: MACC and MassDEP
held a series of free regional wetlands-related
meetings to help Conservation Commissioners
address common, and uncommon, wetland
issues. These quarterly meetings were held in
western, central, northeastern and southeastern
Massachusetts
to
allow
conservation
commissioners and other MACC members meet
MassDEP’s regional staff, the Wetlands Circuit
Rider, representatives from MACC’s Board of
Directors and staff, as well as other wetland
experts. The meetings were wonderful informal
opportunities for MACC members to discuss
regional topics of concern.

Presentation to Young Professionals Committee on How to Work
with Conservation Commissions, by Jennifer Steel and Paul
McManus.

The Young Professionals learned about MS4
permits, stormwater, wetland replication
projects, project management training, and of
course, and even how to brew beer. Continued
free quarterly meetings are planned for 2020.
Free Lunch & Learn Webinars: MACC’s Lunch &
Learn Webinar program continued to be a huge
success in FY2019, so much so, that MACC
exceeded the bandwidth of the 2018 service
provider, requiring a new webinar platform to
present the webinars. These free monthly
programs had training on: Vernal Pools; invasive

2019 First Prize Photo, Fred Laberge, Paine’s Creek, Brewster.
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plant identification; MS4 permits; Emergencies
& Snow Disposal under the Wetlands Protection
Act; Solar Programs in Massachusetts; and the
Riverfront Area Regulations. These programs
continue to be popular and MACC plans to
continue in 2020.

Howard (President); Rebekah Lacey (First Vice
President); Janice Stone (Treasurer); and Lee
Curtis (Secretary). We thank the former officers
and former board members for their dedication
and service to MACC and to our work. The
following Board Officers and Directors were
approved during the March 2, 2019, Annual
Business Meeting:
Officers:
President: Michael Howard
First Vice President: Rebekah Lacey
Vice President for Education: Matt Schweisberg
Vice President for Advocacy: Pamela Harvey
Treasurer: Janice Stone
Secretary: Lee Curtis
Directors:
Amy Ball
Marc Bergeron
Sandra Brock
Kathleen (Kate) Connolly
Greg Hochmuth
Jennifer Hughes
Scott Jackson
Gregor McGregor
Paul McManus
Nick Nelson
Cynthia O’Connell
E. Heidi Ricci
Lana Spillman
Jennifer Steel
Margaret Stolfa

John Rockwell teaching students about wetlands delineation, 2018.

Other Outreach Programs: MACC continued to
address Helpline questions from conservation
commissioners asking for advice and guidance
on difficult questions they or their commissions
were facing. We continued to operate our online
MACC Web Forum, where members ask
questions, get answers, share knowledge and
experience, and are part of the conservation
conversation. We listed and offered books that
are relevant to wetlands and open space issues.
We wrote and distributed our MACC
Conservation Quarterly e-magazine via email to
our members. Each issue contained substantive
news, information, and announcements. We
emailed our eMACC newsletters every month,
containing news of upcoming trainings and
workshops, updates on legislation and regulations, and information about other programs
of interest. Our website remains a portal to
resource materials on wetlands and open space,
training
opportunities,
advocacy,
job
announcements, and MACC publications.

MACC Staff:
MACC had three full-time and two part-time
staff in FY2019.
Dorothy A. McGlincy, Executive Director
Michèle Girard, Associate Director & Education
Coordinator
Lindsay Martucci, Office Manager, Newsletter
Editor & Member Services Coordinator
Candace Domos, Finance & Operations
Manager
Joey Wigglesworth, Special Projects Coordinator

BOARD AND STAFF
At the March 2019 Annual Business Meeting,
membership elected board officers and
directors. Newly elected officers were Mike
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FY 2019 EXPENSES
Educational Programs:
Membership Services:
General Administrative:
Fundraising:
Total Expenses:

$225,769
$131,249
$49,981
$8,612
$415,611

2019 Second Place Photo, Gerry Kehoe, Horn Pond, Woburn.

FY 2019 Income

FINANCES
Total income for MACC in FY19 was $446,109,
with 39% from membership dues, 41% from
educational programs, and 20% from grants and
contributions.

Educational
Programs
41%

Expenses in FY19 totaled $415,611, with 54%
due to educational program costs, 32% due to
Membership and advocacy service costs, 12%
due to general and administrative costs, and 2%
due to fundraising costs. Income exceeded
expenses by approximately $30,000 for this fiscal
year.

Membership
Dues
39%

MACC appreciates our member conservation
commissions, corporate and individual members
that pay their dues in a timely manner. We also
appreciate our donors and other supporters who
sponsor MACC events, advertise in our
publications, and exhibit at MACC conferences.

FY 2019 INCOME
Grants and Contributions:
Membership Dues:
Educational Programs:
Total Revenue:

Grants and
Contributions
20%

FY 2019 Expenses
General and
Administrative
12%
Membership
Services (incl.
Advocacy)
32%

$91,228
$172,330
$182,551
$446,109
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Fundraising
2%

Educational
Programs
54%

THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
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Your Contributions Make a Difference!

Photo by Mark Lindhult, Blue Heron, Swift River, Belchertown.

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS
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Bill Moomaw’s Workshop on Climate Change, AEC 2019

THANK YOU TO OUR ANNUAL SPONSORS
Platinum Sponsor
Eversource Energy
Silver Sponsor
BSC Group
Bronze Sponsors
Ecosystem Solutions, Inc.
EcoTec, Inc.
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP
GZA GeoEnvironmental
Horsley Witten Group, Inc.
Keolis Commuter Services
LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc.

Lucas Environmental, LLC
Nitsch Engineering
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.
SWCA, Inc.
VHB, Inc.
Conference Supporter
Inter-Fluve, Inc.
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 An indispensable resource for those serving on, working with, or appearing before
Massachusetts conservation commissions
 Online and interactive
 Use on any internet-connected computer or tablet
 Available 24/7
 Key Features:
 Always have the latest update -- revisions pushed through immediately at
no cost to subscribers
 Legal, policy, scientific, and technical information and guidance
 22 Chapters, 8 Special Topic Sections
 Word Search
 Pop-up Glossary of Terms
 Keep electronic notes on pages
 Internal and external hyperlinks
 MACC conservation commission member subscription price only $15/year
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