SUPPORT REP. NEUGEBAUER¶S AM ENDM ENT #14 TO H.R. 658;
H ELP PROTECT L OW -ALTI TUDE AVI ATORS
Background:
In recent years, low-flying aviators have been facing an increased threat of man-made obstructions that
are difficult to see and avoid. In the past eight years, there have been a number of pilot fatalities caused
by collisions with unlit and unmarked guy-wire and freestanding tower. The most recent fatality
occurred on January 10 when an agricultural aircraft collided with a guy-wire tower in Oakley,
California.
Aviators who routinely operate aircraft at low altitudes face the threat of colliding with these structures,
some of which have a diameter of only six to eight inches and are secured with guy-wires that connect at
multiple heights and anchor to the ground. Affected pilots include Emergency Medical Services,
firefighters, agricultural aviators, fish and wildlife service aircraft, mosquito control and many others.
Amendment:
This amendment (Amendment #14 to H.R. 658, the FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act) would direct
the FAA Administrator to conduct a feasibility study on the development of an internet-based public
resource that would list the exact height, longitude, and latitude of potential low-altitude aviation
obstructions. Much of this information is currently unavailable to the public, and pilots who fly at low
levels have no way of knowing where these structures are located. This database would allow aviators
to obtain the information necessary to avoid these structures in their flight plans. I expect that, in
conducting this study, the FAA would take concerns about proprietary information into account to
ensure that the impact on affected industries would be minimal.
Amendment #14 also strikes Section 218 of the bill. 6HFWLRQZRXOGUHVXOWLQRYHUO\DJJUHVVLYH³UXOH
RIWKXPE´UHJXODWLRQVRQWKHZLQGLQGXVWU\DQGZRXOGFUHDWHWXUELQHKHLJKWDQGGHQVLW\OLPLWDWLRQVRQ
wind farms. There is already a process in place to determine the impacts of wind turbine construction
on a case-by-case basis. This process evaluates mitigation options and analyzes the impact that each
turbine would have on aviation operations. Creating a zone system and other limitations near FAA
facilities would be inefficient and overly burdensome on the industry.
Additionally, the FAA has expressed their support for this amendment, and the Budget Committee has
verified that it does not result in any direct spending and does not violate Cut-Go.
Similar Database in the State of Wyoming:
The state of Wyoming passed legislation in 2009 that established an online registry of meteorological
WRZHUV ³0(7WRZHUV´ LQWKHVWDWHZKLFKDUHXVHGWRWHVWthe meteorological conditions and determine
the viability of constructing wind turbines. MET towers are an example of potential aviation
obstructions that are typically not analyzed by the FAA, and my hope is that information can be made
public on a federal level regarding the location of similar structures to protect low-flying aircraft
operations.
For more information, plHDVHFRQWDFW'DYLG5RNHDFKRQ&RQJUHVVPDQ1HXJHEDXHU¶V staff at x-5-4005 or
david.rokeach@mail.house.gov.

