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MGTA Undertakes Strategic
Marketing Initiatives
Nearly a year ago, the MGTA sponsored a
strategic session that served as an open
forum for its membership to provide input
regarding the direction that they wanted
the merged associations to move. From
this session, a task force emerged whose
primary goal was to put together a
strategy outlining specific objectives that
would guarantee the long term viability
and growth of the MGTA.
This task force identified the following
long-term goals and objectives for the
MGTA:
· Make the MGTA the premier
trade association in the five-state
area
· Grow membership by 25% over
the next three years (2004-2006)
· Increase seminar attendance by
20% by 2006 over current (2003)
average attendance.
The outside marketing firm of JohnsonMartorelli was employed to create a
blueprint for the task force to follow in
achieving these objectives. As part of their
advance work to prepare the blueprint,
they polled current and former
members, as well as local representatives
from the international trade community.
This data was compiled and presented to
the MGTA board of directors.
You may have been contacted by either
phone or e-mail to help identify the
current landscape and future potential of
the association. If you took time to re-

spond, thank you – your responses helped
to shape the blueprint that was created.
In order to achieve the goals, the blueprint
outlines five integrated strategies to follow
involving member programs and services,
membership and seminar promotion,
brand marketing, marketing communications, and media relations. Five teams have
been established to drive these strategies
and are already working to help shape the
new brand and direction of the MGTA.
Some of the noticeable initiatives include
an online membership directory, the
renewed production of our quarterly
newsletter, and planning of additional
member events.
If you would like to participate in shaping
the future of the MGTA, the strategy
teams are looking for volunteers to assist
with implementation. For more information, please contact Jason Ickert at
651-406-4346, or by e-mail at
jason.ickert@dhl.com.

World Trader News Briefs
Editor’s Note: The following stories are
gathered from a variety of news sources
including various publications and the
internet. They are summaries intended to
keep you aware of upcoming events and
trends in world trade.
Bush to Host G8 Summit
President Bush will host a G8 Summit on
June 8-10 in Sea Island, Georgia. This
Summit will bring together the leaders of
the world’s major industrial democracies:
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Russia, the United Kingdom, and the
United States. The European Union also
attends G8 Summits, represented by the
President of the European Commission
and the leader of the country holding the
Presidency of the European Council. At
previous Summits, leaders have discussed a
wide range of international economic,
political, and security issues.
China and Singapore Agree to Enter
Free Trade Talks
Singapore and China have agreed to begin
negotiating a bilateral free trade agreement
by November this year.
This comes as Singapore’s Deputy Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong met with
China’s President Hu Jintao in Beijing on
May 14, 2004.
Negotiations on the China-Singapore Free
Trade Agreement will kick-off in the
Laotian capital of Vientiane on the
sidelines of an ASEAN plus Three summit. Talks will go ahead regardless of the
outcome of broader China-ASEAN free
trade talks already under negotiation.

the back of China’s continued strength,
helping to lift millions of people above the
poverty line, the World Bank said.
The region’s expected expansion of 6.3
percent in 2004 will be the fastest since the
global economic slowdown began in 2000,
the multilateral finance agency said in its
twice-yearly East Asia update.
”With the strong recovery in the United
States and Japan, increased demand for
East Asian exports and the long-awaited
rebound in the high-tech sector, the
outlook is very positive for the big countries and for the smaller ones,” World
Bank regional vice president Jemal-ud-din
Kassum said.
US Trade Defecit Surges
The United States’ trade deficit swelled to
a record 46.0 billion dollars in March,
stunning analysts, as the warming
economy gobbled up imports, government
data showed.
The trade shortfall bulged 3.9 billion
dollars from the previous month to a
seasonally adjusted, unprecedented 46.0
billion dollars, the Commerce Department
reported May 12.
Imports of a broad array of goods, particularly high-priced petroleum, took the
steepest jump in 11 years, soaring 6.2
billion dollars, or 4.6 percent, to a record
140.7 billion dollars. Exports surged 2.4
billion dollars, or 2.6 percent, to 94.7
billion dollars, also a record.

World Bank Predicts Strong Growth in
East Asia
East Asia’s economies will grow nearly
twice as fast as the world rate this year on
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The President’s Corner
This has been a great year for the Midwest
Global Trade Association. Starting with
our annual reception in January, I received
a number of compliments on the food and
of course the great prizes. A special thanks
to all the volunteers that help make this a
successful event. Watching people have
such a good time made the board realize
that more networking opportunities
should be available to our members. This
June, we will be having a social event.
Watch for your e-mail invitation!

Thanks to the Education Committee for
all their work. We are always looking for
more ideas with educational needs of our
members. Please let us know what topics
you would like addressed in the future.

We have offered many educational seminars to keep our members up to date on
constant changes in the international
arena. These seminars entail a great deal of
volunteer efforts by our members.

It has been a pleasure working with the
members of MGTA. I hope that you have
a healthy and happy summer.

As summer approaches, mark your
calendar for MGTA’s Golf Tournament
at Willinger’s Golf Club in Northfield
scheduled for Monday, August 16th, 2004.
You will be receiving more information in
the near future.

Sue Senger
MGTA President

MGTA to Host
Networking Event MGTA Gives New
Look to Media
MGTA members are cordially invited to
attend the MGTA Members’ Networking
Event from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on
Thursday, June 24, 2004. The event is free
to MGTA members who register on or
before June 17, 2004. A cash bar and hors
d’oeuvres will be available in the outdoor
garden patio setting at the Marriott
Southwest. Come join us to meet other
MGTA members who share your interest
in international trade.
A registration form with more information will be available in June. In case of
inclement weather, the event will be held
in the Salon Ballroom at the Marriott
Southwest. A late registration/walk up fee
of $25.00 will be applicable after June 17,
2004. We look forward to seeing you.
Marriott Southwest
5801 Opus Parkway
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343
Phone: 952-935-5500
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In an effort to bring the MGTA brand to
our membership and the community at
large, the MGTA is working to update the
visual image of all communication pieces.
The first step was the creation of the
MGTA logo with the inception of the
new organization. The logo combines
elements of the MWTA and MITA logos
into a new concept that conveys global
movement.
The new picture bars seen in this newsletter will be featured on upcoming pieces
such as an introduction brochure and
seminar mailings. The pictures represent
aspects of MGTA’s member functions.
The new logo as well as the styles for
printed media were created by Mike
Miklas.

MGTA Calendar of Events
June
June 24, 2004 - MGTA Members’ Networking Reception. 4-7 pm, Marriott
Southwest. Free to members when RSVP’d by June 17th. $25 after that. Please
see details on page 3 or look for your invitation via e-mail.

July
There are currently no events planned in July.

August
August 16, 2004 - MGTA Golf Tournament. Willinger’s Golf Club, Northfield,
MN. Times and details to be determined.

All calendar information is subject to change at the discretion of the MGTA.

About the World Trader
The World Trader is a quarterly publication of the Midwest Global Trade Association.
Content is gathered via our membership and volunteers through news and media sources.
While we make every attempt to insure the accuracy of materials, we provide no warranty
or guarantee of accuracy. Specific information relating to trade and trade regulations
offered is for informational purposes only and is not intended to replace the professional
advice of an attorney, Licensed Customs Broker or other trade professional.
Articles submitted by our membership do not express the views of the MGTA or the
Board of Directors.
If you would like to submit an article for publication in the World Trader, please contact
the MGTA Office at office@mgta.org. Articles should not be of the nature of a commercial solicitation of products or services, rather informative on topics of interest to MGTA
membership at large.
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