Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium

Annual Report 2016

Mission Statement:
"To develop and support the GIS professional in Minnesota for the benefit of our state and its citizens."

The Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium is a forum for communicating information to, and improving
cooperation among, those interested in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Land Information
Systems (LIS) in the State of Minnesota. Members include GIS users in local, state, federal and tribal
government agencies; business and industry; educational institutions and nonprofits. Membership is FREE
just by being on our mailing list.

The Consortium hosts annual statewide conferences, and establishes committees that deal with specific
GIS/LIS-related matters in Minnesota. Opportunities to participate in Consortium activities are available
through volunteer work with the board, its committees, the conference and workshops. The Minnesota
GIS/LIS Consortium is an official 501c3 non-profit organization.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact myself or any other Board Member
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From Tami Maddio, 2016 Board Chair

What is your Geospatial Destiny? This was the question and theme of the 26™
annual MN GIS/LIS Conference in Duluth. What is a Geospatial destiny anyway? As

GIS professionals and students, our paths are diverse and our stories plentiful. We

had the opportunity to hear from our members about their geospatial experiences at the 2016
Conference. For myself, my interest in maps and GIS began as a young child running into our family
cabin at the start of each visit to complete the United States puzzle, which was always waiting for me.
Today | am fortunate enough to have made a career out of those childhood interests. | also get to serve
on the MN GIS/LIS Board with some of the most dedicated professionals around. Some of us have
always known that GIS was in our future, others stumbled into GIS and many are just beginning their GIS
journey. The MN GIS/LIS Consortium is helping its members and future members navigate their GIS
careers and experiences by offering education programs, networking events and K-12 learning for both
educators and students.

The annual conference is one of the ways the MN GIS/LIS Consortium serves its members. 2016 proved
to be yet another record breaking year with 707 members attending the conference. Our membership
and conference attendance has grown each year and this is a testament to the quality events and
services offered each year. None of this would be possible with our incredible volunteers and members.
In 2017, we are excited to offer a new experience in October when the annual conference will be held
for the first time in Bemidji.

Our members are the backbone of the organization and are the reason MN GIS/LIS successfully carries
on its mission each year and will continue well into the future. It never ceases to amaze me how
dedicated our members are, how passionate they are about geospatial technology, and how much fun
we can have along the way. Thank you to all who have volunteered your time and expertise over the
years and in 2016. If you are thinking about getting involved, | encourage you to even if you think you
don’t have the time or experience. There are many ways to participate including serving on the Board,
help out with the Conference, serve on a committee, or by becoming a mentor. Other opportunities
include getting involved in Spring Workshops by attending a workshop, instructing a workshop, serving
on one of many Consortium committees, becoming a GeoMentor or by simply attending a networking
event. Reach out to any Board member or take a look at the website for more information about the
MN GIS/LIS Consortium.

Your Geospatial Destiny is in the making.

2" Annual Educators Day Students and Mentors at the Annual Conference
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Conference Exhibitors

AE2S

Aerial Services, Inc.

Applied Imagery

Ayres Associates

Bolton & Menk, Inc

Cartegraph

CES Imaging

Cityworks

Crescentlink Solutions

DDMS, Inc.

Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. (ESRI)
Frontier Precision, Inc.

Geospatial Analysis Center, University of Minnesota Duluth
GIS Workshop, LLC

Houston Engineering, Inc.

Lake Superior National Estuarine Research Reserve
Latitude Geographics Group, Ltd.
Martinez Geospatial

Moore Engineering, Inc.

North Point Geographic Solutions
Panda Consulting

Pictometry International

Pro-West and Associates, Inc.

Quantum Spatial

RESPEC

Surdex

The Sidewall Company

Wisconsin Land Information Association
WSB & Associates, Inc.

Conference Sponsors

ddmes, Inc.

Moor Engineering, Inc.

North Point Geographic Solutions
Pictometry International

Pro-West & Associates, Inc.

RESPEC

WSB & Associates, Inc.

The MN GIS/LIS Consortium is an official 501c3 non-profit organization.

Networking Event Sponsors

Bolton & Menk, Inc

DDMS, Inc.

Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. (ESRI)
Flat Rock Geographic

Houston Engineering, Inc.

North Point Geographic Solutions
Pictometry

Pro-West & Associates, Inc.
RESPEC

Shared Geo

WSB & Associates, Inc.

Higher Education Workshop Hosts

University of Minnesota
Moorhead State University
University of Minnesota — Duluth
Winona State University

Distinct Sponsorship

Ddms, Inc. provides Project Portal at no cost to the Consortiufor
our online document management. This tool is an exceptional
benefit to our everyday business.

Municipal, County, and State Government

A large percentage of the attendees and active participants at our
annual conference, spring and fall workshops and other
Consortium sponsored events are employees of local government
throughout the state. Equally as many are state government
employees.

Federal Agencies

Federal agencies step up every year to involve their staffs in
Consortium events and initiatives.

Donated Honoraria
Every year many of our instructors generously decline honoraria,

requesting instead that these funds be directed to our scholarship
and education fund.

Education Volunteers

Thank you to all who have donated their time to participate in our
education program as a scholarship judge, Young Professional’s
Conference Mentor, Geo-Mentor or K-12 workshop instructor.

Other participation

All organizations that have graciously allowed their employees to
donate time to present, moderate, plan, and attend our annual
conference and other events.
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The Consortium held several events in 2016. These events support our mission to advance education
and communication among GIS professionals to the benefit of our state.

Spring Workshops
130 Attendees 12 Workshops Remote Locations — Duluth, Moorhead & Winona

26" Annual Conference — “Your GeoSpatial Destiny”
707 Attendees 96 Total Presentations 29 Exhibitors
17 Workshops 372 Workshop Attendees 21 Posters 3 Web Maps

15 Mentor/Mentee pairs participated in th#¥oung ProfessionadonferencéMentorship Program

With the commitment of oucontributors,the Consortium was able to sponsor 4 students to attend the
2016Conference through the Student Assistant Program.

K-12 Educator GIS Workshops
7 Half-Day Summer Workshops 3 Two-Day Workshops Educator Day at Annual Conference
71 Attendees 33 Attendees 74 Attendees

Networking Events
Geospatial Industry Curling Competition at Frogtown Curling Club
Spring Workshops Networking Event at Republic
Fall Conference Social at Holiday Inn Duluth
UMN Spatial Forum & GIS Day Networking Event at Blarney Pub & Grill.
Event Grants
Northwest/North Central GIS User Group - $450
Geospatial Industry Curling Competition at Frogtown Curling Club - $286.05
2016 Mid-West Regional ESRI Generation and Transmission Utility Users Group - $531.20
Minnesota Middle/High GIS Map Competition T-Shirts - $1000
Spring Workshops Networking Event at Republic - $969.59
Hennepin County GIS Users Group Pichic — $204.30
University of Minnesota Duluth Community and GIS Day - $700
Geography Week Networking Event with the University of Minnesota - $1000

Funds raised for our Scholarship and Education Fund:
Donated Honoraria - $8,600 (spring and fall workshops)
Fund Raising (merchandise sales, networking events and donations) - $9,705

Duluth Minnesota, Home of the 26t Annual MN GIS/LIS Consortium Conference
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National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) Catalyst Award — recognizes individuals and organizations that, through
leadership, skill and initiative, have made exemplary contributions to the advancement of geospatial capabilities for their state
and the nation.

National States Geographic Information Council

The MN GIS/LIS Consortium accepted the National States
Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) Geospatial Excellence
Catalyst award at the 26th annual MN GIS/LIS Conference in
Duluth. This award truly describes the MN GIS/LIS consortium
and its membership.

Catalyst

Geospatial Excellence Award
Presertea

Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium

NSGIC

Polaris Awards — Recognition of active, established leaders in the geospatial community.

Geoff Maas — MetroGIS/Metropolitan Marty Mitchell — Minnesota Michelle Trager — Rice County
Council - with presenter David Fawcett State University, Mankato - with with presenter Ben Verbick
presenter Jane Mueller

Student Scholarship Participants
The following students were selected by their school for recognition as MN GIS/LIS Student Scholars.

Joshua Stanley Cook - Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota — Graduate Competition, 15t Place $1,000
Tobias Fimpel- University of Minnesota, Twin Cities- Graduate Competition, 2" Place $500

Caleb Mackey - Minnesota State University, Mankato - Graduate Competition, $200

Kathryn D. Macey - Minnesota State University, Mankato - Undergraduate Competition, 15t Place $800
Jacob Pauna - University of St. Thomas - Undergraduate Competition, 2" Place $400

Aaron Thompson - Bemidji State University - Undergraduate Competition, $200

Maddie Johnson - Gustavus Adolphus College - Undergraduate Competition, $200

Kathryn Jurenka - Macalester College - Undergraduate Competition, $200

Kelli Moe - Minnesota State University, Moorhead - Undergraduate Competition, $200

Jacob Arndt - University of Minnesota, Twin Cities - Undergraduate Competition, $200

Dallas Jacobs - University of Minnesota Duluth - Undergraduate Competition, $200

Nathan Porttiin - St. Cloud State University

Logan Harms - South Central College, Community College Competition, 15t Place $500

Kyleleen Cullen - Itasca Community College, Community College Competition, $200

Peder Engstrom - University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, Open Student Poster Competition, $100

2016 Student Scholarship Winners
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x 26" Annual Conference in Duluth “Your GeoSpatial Destiny”
The 26 annual conference took place in Duluth, October 26-28,
2016. The conference had a record breaking 633 attendees, 74 of
which were teachers and 108 students. The featured keynote
speaker was Carrie Sowden, Archaeological Director at Peachman
Lake Erie Shipwreck Research Center.

X NSGIC Award
The Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium was honored to accept the National States Geographic
Information Council (NSGIC) Catalyst Award at the annual conference in 2016. The Catalyst
Award recognizes individuals and organizations that, through leadership, skill and initiative,
have made exemplary contributions to the advancement of geospatial capabilities for their
state and the nation.

For over 25 years the MN GIS/LIS Consortium has been a catalyst for
GIS collaboration and education. It has encouraged people to
develop professional relationships across disciplines and levels of
government, significantly impacting a broad spectrum of GIS
professionals, students, and educators. The Consortium has
continuously delivered quality education and training programs and
supported regular forums for discussion of important issues to Minnesota’s GIS users.

X Minnesota on the Map

The first ArcGIS Online map competition, Minnesota on the Map, was held in 2016 for
Minnesota middle and high school students. This was a group effort
sponsored by the MN GIS/LIS consortium, MN Department of Education,
MN Alliance for Geographic Education (MAGE) and ESRI. Some MN
GIS/LIS Board members also volunteered as judges along with over 10
GeoMentors helping out with the contest. The contest was extremely
successful with 142 submitted maps and 10 contest winners. MN GIS/LIS
continues to expand the K-12 GIS education efforts with programs like
the MN on the Map contest and the educator’s day at the annual conference among other
events.

x  The Consortium joined with several partners to plan a regional GIS event, UMGEONN
The first ever UMGEOCON (Upper Midwest Geographic Conference) took place on May 25-
26, 2016 in La Crosse, Wisconsin. The MN GIS/LIS
Consortium was one of six host organizations \ UPPER MIDWEST
@ GEOCON 206

partnering in the planning of the event.

Trevor Taylor, Directory of Services for Asia and

the Americas, Open Geospatial Consortium, was the keynote speaker talking about open
data, open standards and open and proprietary technology. This successful event also
featured workshops, vendors and breakout sessions. Look for UMGEOCON in 2018.
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Profit / Loss 2015 2016

Conference Income $184,568 $195,840
Spring Workshops Income $18,894 $16,135
Education Income $5,900 $18,305
Networking Events Income $1,210 $1,800
General Operating Income $7,640 $3,047
Total Income $218,212 $235,127
Conference Expenses $143,006 $145,792
Spring Workshop Expenses $7,758 $4,365
Networking Events Expenses $2,848 $2,945
General Operations Expenses $33,012 $36,597
Total Expenses $186,623 $189,699

Balance Sheet

Net Amount — General Fund $77,958.24
Reserve Fund $35,222.23
Education Fund $32,467.96
Education Investment Fund $32,033.06
Total Assets $177,681.49

DESCRIPTIONS:

Conference Income — Workshop and Fall Conference registration fees, exhibitor fees, and interest from General
Operations account.

Spring Workshop Income — Workshop registration fees.

Education Income — Donations, fundraising and interest.

Networking Events Income —Networking events fundraising.

Annual Conference Expenses — Including but not limited to event space rental, food & beverages, audio/visual fees,
printing and honorariums for workshop instructors.

Spring Workshop Expenses — Including but not limited to event space rental, food & beverages, printing and
honorariums for workshop instructors.

General Operating Expenses — Expenses for the general operations of the Consortium including but not limited to
professional management fees, website maintenance fees, student scholarships, printing and event grants.

Net Amount — General Fund — Operational account balance as of December 31%, 2016.

Reserve Fund — A fund to protect the solvency of the Consortium in the event that Annual Conference revenue
cannot offset expenses.

Education Fund — Monies that are used for K-12 and higher educational opportunities throughout the year,

including the fall conference student scholarship competition.

Education Investment Fund - Long term investment of education and scholarship monies.

Detailed accounting documentationasailableuponrequest. Contact any Board Member for more information.
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About the MN GIS/LIS Board of Directors and Consortium Committees

Board positions are elected by the membership. We encourage you to run for a seat that matches your
experience and current association. In addition, there are many opportunities for you to contribute
your skills, time, and enthusiasm to make a difference, without having to run for office. Several
committees need your help. We're sure you will enjoy working with such an interesting group of people
who are dedicated to providing the best possible educational and networking opportunities to our
membership of GIS professionals.

The MN GIS/LIS Consortium is run solely by
volunteers, and all members are invited to
participate. Here’s how to get involved:

Conference Committees

Help to plan and execute a fun, educational and
successful fall conference. Opportunities include
planning entertainment events, selecting speakers,
coordinating facility set up, and assisting onsite.

Database/Web Committee
Assist with design and management of the Consortium
database and website.

Education Committee

Work to foster relationships between the consortium and educational institutions to support GIS in K-12
and higher education.

Become a Geo-Mentor to help a teacher or youth club leader build capacity to help kids use GIS.

Volunteer to teach a K-12 educator workshop.

Communication and Outreach Committee
Promote the GIS/LIS Consortium, its mission and events through social media and our blog.

Networking Event Planning Committee
Organize networking events as educational and/or fundraising activities for GIS professionals.

Spring Workshops Committee
Plan, prepare, and assist with technical spring workshops for GIS professionals.

Awards Committee
Select recipient of Polaris and Lifetime Achievement Awards. You must be a past award winner to sit on

this committee.

Please feel free to contact us at any time at webmaster@mngislis.org.
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The MN GIS/LIS Consortium is an official 501c3 non-profit organization.

Chair
Tami Maddio
City of Eagan

Treasurer

Tim Loesch
Minnesota
Department of
Natural Resources

Conference Chair
Ryan Stovern
St. Louis County

Private Sector
Brandon Tourtelotte
Pictometry

At-Large
Andrew King-
Scribbins
Hennepin County

Local Government
Eric Kopras
City of Woodbury

MnGeo (Ex-Officio)
Dan Ross

Minnesota Geospatial
Information Office
(MnGeo)

Past Conference
Chair (Ex-Officio)
Gerry Sjerven
ALLETE, Inc

Chair-Elect

Scott Freeburg

Minnesota Department of
Education

Secretary
Leah Sperduto
City of Eagan

Conference Chair-Elect
Jane Mueller
Beltrami County

State Government

Zeb Thomas

Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources

Higher Education
Stacey Stark

University of Minnesota Duluth

Past Chair (Ex-Officio)
Heather Albrecht
City of Maple Grove

MnGeo Statewide

Geospatial Advisory Council

(Ex-Officio)
Gerry Sjerven
Allete Inc.
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Association Management and Event Management
Ewald Consulting

Eric Ewald, Vice President of Association Management

Kathie Pugaczewski, Vice President of Communications & Technology
Amanda Ewald, Vice President of Finance & Client Accounting

Ashley Crunstedt, Account Executive

Janey Duntley, Communications Specialist

Michele Wolfel, Account Executive Assistant

Bridget Fox, Meeting & Event Coordinator
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