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President’s Message

MNLA at 104
Photo courtesy of Atalntic Photo

A bright year lies ahead
By Mary Jesch

D

uring our Annual Meeting this past February at New
England Grows, I offered my thoughts about the MNLA
year in review. For those of you who were not able to
be present, our program for the day reminded us that this was the
104th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Nursery & Landscape
Association. Imagine that — We are 104 years old!
Now for those who don’t know us well, they might think
“Hmmm…104 years old. That must be a truly venerable
association, saturated in history, fixed in the past, unchangeable
and steadfast.”
Well, if they think that’s all we are, then they would be
wrong! Consider our Founding Partner booth on the Common
at the center of New England Grows. Our App Bar contained
the latest in communications technology, focusing on the most
popular and useful apps for all types of devices: smart phones,
tablets, laptops. And MNLA’s commitment to modernity
doesn’t stop there.
Over the past year, we have been working very hard to keep
MNLA relevant to our membership and to the industry at large.
We are in the process of a complete overhaul of our website.
The back end is in place, and we are working on the redesign
of what you will see when you log on. We have revisited our
branding, so that we can present a clean and coherent image
for MNLA in all of our print and electronic media. We have
revitalized our magazine, and we hope you enjoy the new
electronic availability of our publications! We are committed to
boldly go into the 21st Century!
In addition to upgrading our technology, we have also
re-energized our Board and committees, and deepened the
collaboration among them in order to better serve our members.
Our Board has renewed their commitment to the organization,
evidenced by lengthened and more frequent meetings, the
review of our bylaws and an update of MNLA’s strategic plan.
We want to make sure that we are always focused on our goal
in everything we do for the association — to be a resource for
success for each of our members!
The education programs planned for this coming year are
really outstanding! In conjunction with the MCH Board, the
Education Committee has scheduled a Twilight Meeting on
March 19th, addressing the ‘Science of Mulch;’ there will be a
second ‘Tour de Fleur’ on June 18th to visit 6 garden centers on
the North Shore; and they are planning an expanded Summer
Meeting at Savage Farms this July 24th in Deerfield, MA, called
‘Down to Earth.’ Make sure these events are on your calendar!
Our Government Relations Committee also continues
its great work on behalf of MNLA, monitoring the political
climate in Massachusetts. This year’s Environmental Leadership
Award presented to Representative Christopher Markey is the
product of their evaluation and deliberations. They invite you
to participate in the political process with them at Mass Ag Day
on Beacon Hill, to be held this year on Wednesday, March 26th.
The challenge that constantly motivates them is to monitor and
to protect the interests of every one of you in the legislative and
regulatory arenas within the Commonwealth.
Spring|2014

The 2014 MNLA Board of Directors
Our MCH Board continues to raise the professional bar
for our members, reviewing and updating their certification
materials and process. The goal of the MCH Board for 2014 is to
make their training materials available for study and reference in
an electronic format. It is a formidable project, but one that we
think can be achieved this year.
Our Plant Something Program, a joint partnership with the
Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Association, will continue into
2014, with a Plant Something day scheduled again this year for
May 15.
The MNLA Foundation for Educational Excellence is also
alive and well, administering scholarships for deserving students
each year, and we are grateful to the Board that oversees this
wonderful work! Remember that it is critical to our industry
to have students pursuing agriculture as a career. Also, be
on the lookout for the date of the 2014 MNLA/MFGA Golf
Tournament this coming August. It’s always a great time, and
helps to raise funds for student scholarships.
All of the Committee Chairs have attended Board meetings
during the past year, and have had the opportunity to update the
Board personally on their progress and their future needs. It has
been a great benefit for the Board to get to know these chairmen
personally also, and to help to move the committees’ agendas
along towards completion.
The Finance Committee has helped us to refine our
budgetary process, and the resulting financial statements. The
Membership Committee has begun to develop new avenues
to reach out to members past and present, and to continue to
develop means to improve communication with our members.
The Products Committee has revamped our Product Line, and
was able to meet their sales goal last year – and to exceed their
projections. We are expecting more of the same enthusiasm this
year as well.
And throughout our progress into the future, we do indeed
value our past. We are 104 years old, after all. Our history is the
history of the green industry in Massachusetts, and we embody
the character of what has made this Commonwealth strong
and vibrant. Our History Committee has begun the process of
interviews with our own Past Presidents and articles about other
influential figures in our industry.
What can you do to participate in your association? We
do need volunteers for a few openings on our committees, for
instance, a new committee to help guide our magazine. I invite
you most heartily to join the leadership of MNLA in striving for
excellence, in helping this association to be a resource for success
for every single member.
MNLA President Mary Jesch co-owns Cornucopia Gardeners
with her husband, Francis.
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History Committee

Casting a Bigger Net
By Phil Boucher, MCH

A

few years ago, as we roared towards the celebration of
our 100th anniversary, we had a need to have interesting
as well as accurate, accessible items to talk about. It was
easy to put our Past Presidents forward as a way to chronicle the
decades in which each served. Those individuals attending the
celebration added a great deal with their candid and humorous
comments about the work and remembrances of their service to
the MNLA. For that day, our plan made a great deal of sense.
It was later, when we were able to stand back and reflect, we
realized that casting a bigger net would be necessary to capture
the association over the years.
The person whose work set me on the wider
path of discovery was E. Dexter Davis. At one
point in the archival digging I discovered three
neat, fairly clean cartons with “E. D. Davis”
printed on them. Inside was an organized,
carefully arranged “memoir” left by his own
hand. Not a manuscript, just a life’s worth of
work carefully laid out perhaps as a sample for
others to follow. I found what a prolific reader,
writer, lecturer and champion of horticulture he
was over the years. His resume like letterhead
was hardly the whole story of who he was. Folder after folder
of copious notes, correspondence and a collection of articles by
him opened up even greater facets of this person I remembered
from the many old “winter” meetings and Mass Hort. Congress
venues.
For those that do not recall Dext, he was iconic old school
in his grace, his appearance and demeanor followed closely
by his thorough approach to his own work and that of the
MNA/MNLA. As if by oath, he took his commitments and
responsibilities very seriously. He had a passion for plants,
a desire to teach and seemed never happier than when he
could talk about the techniques and reasons for pruning.
Since the early 1950s, he had presented lectures on a wide
range of gardening subjects to many amateur, educational
and professional groups. As an observer, he recognized the
new, young individuals coming in to a changing industry
and he wanted to enhance and be part of their education. He
thoroughly enjoyed talking and teaching others about what he
loved.
Over the years he served in a number of positions in
the MNA/MNLA on the Board of Directors, the Education
Committee and as Treasurer. His talents and ambitions took
him to the airways of both radio and television where for a
number of years he was the host of the Country Gardener radio
program every Saturday morning. He wrote horticultural
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articles for local and national newspapers and magazines. His
most enduring piece of writing was the 1983 twenty page
instructional booklet called How to Plant. Published by
the MNA it was used by association members as a customer
handout for years.
Unbelievably at the age of seventy, he received his brevat
from the MNLA Board to lead the association history project
that became the second career he never imagined. He did
however embrace it with a near missionary spirit. In reading,
it was hard to consider that it was just his intellect or sense of
duty that drove this work. It had to have been his heart, his
passion that helped him and the committee to
tame the complex dynamics of the project. The
work seemed endless from the very beginning
yet what they accomplished during the 1980s was
tremendous. Along with working on biographies
of people and nurseries, they had developed a
traveling show of the historical items they had
collected and chronicled that they brought to all
association events.
Looking at his work with the MNA/MNLA, I
realize again how much the volunteer efforts, like
Dext’s, have meant to our association. In the end, my loss is that
I was never able to observe him working in real time. What a
tutorial that might have been for me or others eager to carry on
this important project. He left no journal, no script to follow as
we pursue the history of our first one hundred years. His was
just a fine example of how it is done by keeping a foot firmly in
the past and an eye to the future.
Phil Boucher, MCH, Elysian Garden Designs
History Committee Chair.
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Certifiable: MCH NEWS Corner

Certifiable: The MCH News Corner
Join us in recognizing excellence and then add MCH to your name, too.
By Cheryl Salatino, MCH

H

ave you ever noticed that once the New Year rolls
around, all we can think about is spring? How soon
that yearning fades. Now that our season is getting into
full swing, we’re quickly anticipating our next vacation.
Before we lose sight of our winter accomplishments, the
MCH Board would like to recognize all the professionals who
participated in taking the MCH Exam at New England Grows.
This was a mighty group – large in number and well prepared
for success.

The Top Twenty
Congratulations to our newest MCHs!
David Amirault, Erika Baeh, Dennis Cignac, Matthew
Geognegan, Jeannie Gillis, Sean Halloran, Elizabeth
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Hutchinson, Eileen Johnson, Heather Lashbrook Jones, Ellen
Mackey, Peter Mezitt, Scott Parisi, Michael Prusak, J. Allan
Robinson, Colin Roux, Corinne Slessler, Kathy Small, Mark
Taylor.
Several other participants passed the written portion of
the MCH Exam. Well done. Now it’s time to focus on Plant
Identification. As you work in the landscape, garden centers
and nurseries, please pay attention to Plant ID strategies. As
you become acquainted with the plants, you’ll need to know
both the botanic and common names. Consider working with
a study partner to structure your approach. We will see you on
August 6, 2014 for the summer exam.
Final note: thank you to all who provided your thoughts
about the exam and the MCH credential in our post-exam survey. Your feedback will help us strengthen the program.

www.mnla.com
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Photo courtesy of RMS

MCH Board
Members attend
an MCH strategy
session.

Survey Says!
Speaking of surveys, you may have noticed some quetions included in the 2013 recertification information sent
in December. Special thanks to those who responded to the
survey questions. We will be using your comments to develop
messages for outreach materials which we will be developing this year to help introduce the consumers to the value of
working with an MCH. Our code name for this messaging
campaign is called, “Ask for an MCH.” I’ll keep you posted
on our progress.

Upcoming 2014 MCH Events:
• MCH Exam: August 6 at the Courtyard Marriott in
Westboro, MA
• Plant Geek Day: August 20 at Lookout Farm in
Wellesley, MA
If you have questions you would like answered in this column, email Cheryl Salatino at cheryl@dancingshadowsdesign.
com. Please put MCH in the subject line of your message.
Cheryl Salatino, MCH, Dancing Shadows Garden Designs
Massachusetts Certified Horticulturist (MCH) Board Chair
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Financial Committee

The following article was provided by MNLA’s
investment advisor Edward Jones.

Are You an
“Efficient” Investor?

G

By Steve Corrigan, MCH

enerally speaking, if you’re efficient at a particular
task, you’ll get good results without wasting effort.
As you’ve already learned from your life experiences,
it’s usually far better to be efficient at something than to be
inefficient — and that’s certainly true with investing.
So, what can you do to become a more efficient investor?
Here are a few ideas:
• Invest systematically. If you put a few dollars in
an investment, such as a stock, that you heard was
“hot,” and then a few months later put some more
money in another vehicle that strikes your fancy, and
you continue this pattern indefinitely, you may not
be maximizing your resources. By taking this type of
haphazard approach, you could end up owning a bunch
of investments without rhyme or reason — a motley
assortment that may not help you reach your goals.
Instead of following this route, consider a systematic
approach, sometimes known as dollar cost averaging.
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To do so, you’ll first want to identify some investments
that are appropriate for your objectives, risk tolerance
and time horizon. Then, automatically move the same
amount of money each month from your checking or
savings account into the investments you’ve chosen.
When the price of your investments falls, your
contribution will buy more shares, and when the price
rises, you’ll buy fewer shares — in other words, you’ll
be fulfilling the “buy low” part of the classic investment
formula. Over time, this technique should result in
a lower average cost per investment. Keep in mind,
though, that dollar cost averaging does not ensure a
profit or protect against loss — and you’ll need to have
the financial resources available to continue investing,
even in “down” markets.
• Reinvest dividends. Among your investments, you
may own stocks that can pay dividends. You can take
these dividends as cash, but if you don’t need the money

www.mnla.com

pro|grow|news

to meet everyday expenses, you may be better off
by reinvesting the dividends This is an efficient way
to increase your shares — and boosting your share
ownership in quality investments can be a key way
to help build wealth. (Be aware that companies can
reduce or discontinue dividends at any time.)
• Look for tax-efficient techniques. Another type of
efficiency associated with investing is tax efficiency,
which refers to your ability to defer taxes as long as
possible. Tax-deferred accounts, such as a traditional
IRA or a 401(k), can help you put off the tax bill until
retirement, when you may be in a lower tax bracket.
• Consolidate investment accounts. If you have
one IRA with one financial services provider, another
IRA with a second, and a separate investment
account with a third, you may end up paying more in
expenses, fees and commissions than is necessary —
and since these costs can eat into your investments’
“real” rate of return, this scattershot ownership
method may be inefficient. You may be better off by
consolidating all your investment accounts with one
provider.
Seek to become an efficient investor. You may be
pleased with the results.
Steve Corrigan, MCH, Mountain View Landscape & Lawncare, Inc.
MNLA FINCOM Chair

Always well stocked!
And backed by experience...

51 employees with 10 + years - 15 are MCH’s

Catalog & Availability
upon request

1028 Horseneck Road
Westport, MA 02790

508-636-4573 Fax 508-636-3397

Visit www.sylvannursery.com
Spring|2014

Looking for
a lender who
understands
your
business?
In a business as specialized
as yours, you need a leader
that specializes, too. We’re
ready to talk to you about all
your financing needs.
Call us today!
Loans for:
faCILIty ExpansIon
EquIpmEnt
InvEntory
LInEs of CrEdIt
and EquIpmEnt LEasEs, too

FarmCreditEast.com
Bedford, NH ∙ 800.825.3252
Claverack, NY ∙ 800.362.4404
Dayville, CT ∙ 800.327.6785
Enfield, CT ∙ 800.562.2235
Middleboro, MA ∙ 800.946.0506

11

|

Annual Meeting 2014

Photo courtesy of Atlantic Photo

Photo courtesy of Atlantic Photo

MNLA Annual Meeting Held
at New England Grows
February 6, 2014

The President’s Award was given to Henry Gillet for his
accomplishments going above and beyond, on behalf of MNLA
and the green industry.

Photo courtesy of Atlantic Photo

2013 New England Nursery Association’s Young Nursery
Professional of the Year award for Massachusetts was
presented to David Ahronian, MCH, pictured with MNLA
President Mary Jesch.
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MNLA highlighted the completion of the
$100,000.00 endowment to UMass Extension
(l to r) President Jesch, Steve Goodwin, Dean,
UMass College of Natural Science; Kathleen
Carroll, Director, UMass Extension Agriculture
& Green Industry Program
www.mnla.com
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More than 200 members attended the Annual
meeting on February 6, 2014.

Photo courtesy of Atlantic Photo

The Annual Meeting luncheon is a great
opportunity for member companies to gather
at New England Grows. Plan to join us next
year, Thursday, February 5, 2015. Shown
here: the team from Vetelino Landscape, Inc.

Spring|2014

2014 Environmental Leadership Award Chris O’Brien, MCH, Chair Government
Relations; Representative Christopher
Markey, & Fred Dabney, MCH, member
constituent.
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Annual Meeting 2014

Photo courtesy of RMS

New England Grows
February 5-7, 2014

Photo courtesy of RMS

(above) Allan Armitage showcases the MNLA App Bar at
New England Grows where members shared their favorite App’s.

(below) The Sprint sessions were high energy, quick
education on the Commons at New England Grows.
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Photo courtesy of RMS

(above) MNLA Members Jeff Willman, MCH, MNLA Past
President, Rene Fontaine, MCH, Membership Chair and
John Kinchla take a moment at New England Grows at the
MNLA booth.

www.mnla.com
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pro grow news Exclusive

The Magnificent Magn o
By Walter Swift, MCH

E

ach year we anticipate and marvel at the amazing floral display of
the magnolia. It is a presentation
of beauty that reminds us that spring has
finally arrived.
The magnolia takes its name from the
French botanist Pierre Magnol. It is a large
genus of flowering plants that belong to
the subfamily Magnolioideae of the family
Magnoliaceae. The magnolia is uniquely
considered an ancient genus as defined by
fossilized records that contain specimens of
Magnolia acuminata that date back over 20
million years.
The natural range of the genus is somewhat diverse. Found to exist in its native
habitat, the magnolia thrives in East and
Southeast Asia, Eastern North America,
Central America, South America, and the
West Indies.
There are five native species of magnolia
that grace the Eastern United States. Magnolia acuminata, M. grandiflora, M. virginiana,
M. tripetala, and M. macrophylla. All of
these magnolia species play an important
role in the ecological network of our environment by providing habitat for wildlife.
The five species native to the Eastern
United States cover a range from
Maine to Florida and each one of
them is unique to their Zone. The
native magnolia such as
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French Botanist Pierre Magnol

M. acuminata, M. tripetala and M. virginiana all bloom from mid to late spring thus
avoiding the dangers of a late hard frost.
Unfortunately, the ornamental magnolias
to which the industry has become accus
accustomed, do not always perform as we might
hope when they present their floral display.
Magnolia stellata (Star Magnolia) a
species in its own rite, with many hybrid
cultivars, is actually a native plant from
Japan. Magnolia x soulangiana (Saucer
Magnolia) also known as the Chinese
Magnolia is actually a hybrid and is probably the most popular deciduous magnolia in cultivation today. Combined, both
of these magnolias are responsible for the
hundreds of cultivars that are now grown
around the world.
Many of these magnolia species and
cultivars tend to bloom very early in
the spring and the display of their floral
magnificence is often interupted, tarnished or even destroyed by a hard frost.
This is more common when species and
cultivars are located in an unprotected
location that readily heats up during daylight hours such as, those planted against
a south facing building. The radiation
of heat off of a building can stimulate a
premature bloom which makes the plant
susceptible to the effects of a
sudden
drop in temperature.

www.mnla.com
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n olia
The magnolia sets its buds
in the latter part of the
previous calendar year, long
before the throes of winter
have begun to recede.
The flower bud of the
magnolia develops within a
very tough outer covering.
This covering cradles and
protects the flower through the
harsh elements of a long winter.
However, once that bud begins to
swell and break open, the flower
of the magnolia becomes
vulnerable to the elements.
The survival of the native
magnolia over the millennia
stands as a testament to the durability
of this ancient plant. The precious
blooms however, will sometimes get
caught between the fluctuating temperature extremes that we often experience
as spring struggles to break the grasp of
winter.
In the northern tier states, the blooms
of the magnolia often get caught in
extreme temperature fluctuations. Just as
the majestic flower buds of the magnolia
open to the warmth of an early spring day,
a clear starlit night can envelop the magnolia flower in a shroud frost. When this
occurs the flowers turn brown, wilt, and
the display is over. This can happen just
as quickly as it begins. However, if spring
moves in on the heels of an extended
period of warm days and mild evenings
you can expect to experience a beautiful
display of flowers that can

last up to three weeks.
There are a few diseases and insects
such as mildew,
blight and scale
that are known
to attack the
magnolia, but
they are easily
treated if
monitored . A
larger problem
that I have experienced with the
Genus Magnolia is
the dreaded Gray
Squirrel, Sciurus
carolinensis. They are
unlike any disease or insect
that can affect the health of
the magnolia. The squirrel is a
thief that steals that package of
beauty, (the bud) just before it fully
opens to give us the gift of the magnolia
flower. The gray squirrel is a smart little
creature that knows enough to wait for
the hard outer covering of the bud to
break open and the flower to show some
color. At this point the tender inner flower bud is eaten. If the squirrel population
is great, they can easily strip the flower
buds off of a small magnolia tree or shrub
form leaving it void of a spring bloom.
Larger and healthy magnolias offset the
pace of the squirrel by producing hundreds of flower buds each year.
When Spring moves in like a lamb
you can expect the magnolia to display
a beautiful bounty of flowers. If the arrival
Gray Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis
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of spring is challenged by “Old Man Winter” the floral display of the magnolia can
be compromised. It is a toss of the coin.
Beyond its bloom, the magnolia does
exhibit many other fine features that make
this plant just as interesting outside its flowering period. The foliage that emerges following the bloom offers a lustrous color and
shape throughout the growing season until
autumn. However, my favorite aspect of the
magnolia is associated with its branching
form. Its form is most noted through the
winter. This is when the magnolia becomes
an focal point of interest within the winter
landscape. Its form, coupled with the setting of the furry, silver-colored buds, provide a welcome sight during winter.

Walter Swift, MCH
Swift’s Creative Landscape, Inc.
MNLA Director and Vice Chair of the
Government Relations Committee.
A graduate of
Framingham State
University, he owns
and operates Swift’s
Creative Landscape
Inc., in Hopedale Ma.
He is Tree Warden in
the town of Hopedale
and maintains Certifications in MCLP, MCA, AOLC and ISA.
He is also a first detector for the National Plant Diagnostic Network and is
Certified in Invasive Plant Management.
Photos courtesy of Walter Swift

Magnolia sprengeri
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Magnolia x veitchii

Magnolia x soulangiana
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Plant Something MA

Don’t Just Stand There…
Plant Something!
Help Your Business Grow
Plant Something MA is a collaboration between
the Massachusetts Nursery & Landscape and the
Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Associations to build
consumer awareness and generate business for you. The
program is part of a national campaign that was started
by the Arizona Nursery Association. To date, there are
12 partners across the nation. Through public events,
social media and the PlantSomethingMA.org website, we

strive to educate consumers on the health, environmental and economic benefits of plants. In doing so, we are
encouraging consumers to tap into the vast knowledge
base of Massachusetts green industry professionals and
purchase goods and services from our member businesses. The program is an added value to your membership
by helping to drive customers to your place of business.

2013 Environmental Leadership award winner Representative John Fernandes (center) during his tree planting ceremony on May 15, 2013.
The event was coordinated by Walter Swift, MCH (far right). Also attending was MNLA President Mary Jesch (second from the left).
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The job

starts here

Irrigation Whether it is a commercial project, residential job, athletic facility, university,
shopping mall or golf course, BISCO has the expertise and products to assist you.
Landscape Lighting Create beauty and safety when night falls with professional landscape
lighting from BISCO. We carry several leading manufacturers and a comprehensive range
of products, including energy efficient LED lighting.
Water Movement & Storage Pumps, fountains, aerators, drainage and rainwater harvesting
equipment…contractors, municipalities and institutions have come to rely on BISCO’s
knowledge and efficiency.
Tournesol Siteworks BISCO is the exclusive distributor of Tournesol Siteworks products in New
England. We offer their complete line of planters, site furnishings, greenwalls and container
irrigation systems.

BISCO

1-800-225-8006 • www.gobisco.com
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Plant Something MA
Program Benefits
You are the experts. We want to make it easy for
potential customers to find you. The PlantSomethingMA.
org website has been designed to be a consumer resource
to promote you! As an MNLA member, your company is
automatically included on the site. Site features include
a recently produced series of educational videos, timely
garden tips and an interactive business locator.
Did you know that Plant Something MA is on
Facebook and Twitter? Be sure to like our Facebook page
and follow us on Twitter to keep up to date with program
events and activities. Feel free to share the information
with your customers too.
Boston Flower Show
The Boston Flower Show was held on March 12 – 16
at the Seaport World Trade Center. The event attracts
over 68,000 visitors each year. Plant Something MA featured an interactive exhibit where show attendees were
invited to step inside our greenhouse and plant a seed
cup while learning about the campaign. Over 15,000
seed cups were distributed to eager plant enthusiasts.
The positive response to the campaign was overwhelming. Our success, in part, is measured by the increased

Members of MNLA and MFGA planted more than 15,000 seed cups at
the Boston Flower & Garden Show
traffic to our website. In 2013, this event generated over
9,200 visitors to the Plant Something MA website and
over 25,000 page views. While the 2014 data is still being
tabulated, we expect even better results this year.
Plant Something MA Day – May 15
The inaugural Plant Something MA Day was held
on May 15, 2013. One-hundred-fifty-four business,
school and community groups took part in the campaign.
Public plantings were done in 97 cities and towns. Media
coverage included local print publications, cable access
channels and the promotional highlight of leading off the
evening weather report for WBZ in Boston.
Member creativity was on proud display for the benefit of local communities. A few highlights include:
Cape Ann Tree in Gloucester began their May 15th
celebration by planting the Harbor Master’s shed in Essex
and tending to the existing gardens. That was followed
up with a talk on sunflowers and a student-led “Parade of
Plants” down the town causeway, distributing seed packets.
Deborah Trickett of The Captured Garden organized
an event at the Milton Council on Aging. Trickett and
her son brought their expertise, helping seniors and COA
staff plant tomatoes, parsley, thyme, lettuce, beans and
other produce. The garden was planted in an elevated
bed behind the Senior Center and is enjoyed by many.
Volante Farms in Needham invited students in the
Needham High School Skills and Career Development
Program to help staff plant for the farm stand’s herb
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Highlights from the Boston Flower & Garden Show - Plant Something MA is the consumer outreach program for MNLA members!

garden. Herbs that students planted included a pungent
pineapple sage, which Volante Farms harvests throughout
the year for use in its kitchen. “It’s such a great way to get
people involved,” said Teri Volante. “It’s really fun, and
you get your hands dirty.”
The 2014 Campaign Needs You!
Participating in the Plant Something MA Day is easy.
Simply visit the May 15 page on our website and complete the sign up form. That’s it! We will list your business name and town on the statewide map of program
participants. Events will be promoted through the website and social media.
Do you need help with event planning? Don’t worry;
we have developed resources to make it easy for you.
All of the information is posted on the website ready to
download. Items include: sample press releases, sample
letter of invitation to elected officials, customizable poster, and Plant Something logos. Program participants will
also receive a customizable stake sign to be used at your
event location.
MNLA member support of the Plant Something
MA program has been tremendous. The success of the
campaign will continue to grow with the number of
event participants. Maximize your membership benefits.
Become a Plant Something MA participant today!

m re

Manage ™ with
less…with Soil Moist™
Nothing helps stretch
budgets like Soil Moist
Water Management
Polymers and
Mycorrhizal Products:
to reduce water
maintenance and plant
stress, increase growth
rates, improve soil
without
with
Mycorrhizal
Mycorrhizal
porosity and do more
with less… beautifully.
Available in the forms, formulas and customer
blends you need, eco-safe Soil Moist granules,disks,
tabs and spikes absorb water, then release it
gradually as soil dries. So each watering lasts up
to 50% longer, for 3-5 years.
Whether it’s original Soil Moist, Soil Moist Mycorrhizal
for strong root development, or Soil Moist Plus
nutrient blends, there’s never been a better time
to call for technical data and expert advice.

JRM Chemical, Inc.
4881 NEO Parkway, Cleveland, OH 44128
1-800-926-4010 • 216-475-8488
fax: 216-475-6517 www.soilmoist.com
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Talking About Turf

By Patrice Peltier

Y

ou can’t believe everything you read—not even in
textbooks. That’s what Dr. Doug Soldat discovered
when his research findings disproved what experts have
long believed about the drought tolerance of fine fescues.
Soldat is an associate professor and an extension specialist in
the Department of Soil Science at the University of WisconsinMadison. Every summer, he conducts research trials at the
O.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility assessing
— among other things — the drought tolerance, fertility
requirements, disease and pest resistance of different species
and varieties of turf grasses.
The 2012
growing season
turned out to
be an excellent
opportunity to
observe the drought
and heat tolerance
of several cultivars
of Kentucky
bluegrass compared
to cultivars of tall
fescue and fine
fescue.
What Soldat
expected to find was
that fine fescues outperformed Kentucky
bluegrass. “All the
textbooks say that
fine fescue is one of
the most drought
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tolerant — if not the most drought tolerant — of all the cool
season grasses,” Soldat says. “That’s what I was taught. That’s
what the textbooks say.”
Instead, the trial plots hardest hit by the drought were the
ones planted in fine fescues. Soldat also saw this as he traveled
around the state. The areas with the most dieout were fine
fescue — not Kentucky blue grass. “The traditional thinking
proved to be wrong,” he notes.
Why?
Soldat thinks two factors influenced the grasses’
performance. First,
the 2012 growing
season was not
only dry, it was
hot. It was the heat,
Soldat thinks, that
particularly stressed
the fine fescues. “In
the southern states,
you’ll see bluegrass
but not fine
fescues,” he reports.
“That’s because fine
fescues just don’t
tolerate the heat.”
Another reason
is the difference
in the plants’ root
structures. Kentucky
bluegrass has a
rhizomatous growth
www.mnla.com

habit. The rhizomes — underground
lateral shoots — serve not only to
spread the grass but as storage organs.
“A new plant can be generated from the
rhizomes,” Soldat explains.
Most fescues are bunch-type grasses,
which lack the underground storage
structures. Once the growing points have
died due to heat or drought, the plant
cannot regenerate, according to Soldat.
Creeping red fescue, is an exception, he
concedes. It does spread by rhizomes, but
its rhizomes are not as robust as those of
Kentucky bluegrass.
The methodology
To conduct the study, Soldat tested
four cultivars each of Kentucky bluegrass,
tall fescue and fine fescue which were
established earlier from seed. Each plot
received the same amount of sunlight,
fertilizer and water. There was even a
structure that could be pulled over the
field to keep rainfall off the plots.
The plots were photographed weekly
using a camera on a platform so that the
photographs were taken at a uniform
height above the plots. The pixels in the
photos were analyzed for the percentage of
green in each plot each week.
When the last plot reached 50% green
— after approximately six weeks without
Spring|2014

Dr. Douglas Soldat is an associate professor and extension specialist in
the Department of Soil Science at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

25

|

Talking About Turf

water — the “drought” period of the trial
was ended. Then, the researchers applied
approximately an inch of water a week and
watched how the grasses responded.
The trial was repeated in 2013, with
similar results. Here’s what the researchers
observed:
• The fine fescues turned brown
the fastest and rebounded the
slowest. However, in the trial plots,
the researchers observed only small
areas of die off—not the large swaths
of dieoff they observed out in the
landscape.
• The tall fescues stayed greenest the
longest. Soldat says this is due to tall
fescue’s deeper roots.
• Some of the Kentucky bluegrass
cultivars performed very similarly to
the tall fescues, staying green about as
long and greening up just as fast.
• There were distinct differences
among the Kentucky bluegrasses.
“Some greened up more quickly than
others,” Soldat says. Based on his
research and that of others, Mallard,
Diva and SR2284 are some of the
Kentucky bluegrass cultivars that stay
greenest the longest.
• In general, Kentucky bluegrass’s
performance fell in between fine
fescues and tall fescues. Most stayed
greener longer than the fine fescues
but turned brown faster than the tall
fescues.
• Tall fescues and Kentucky
bluegrass followed the same green-up
pattern. The greener the grass was at
the end of the drought, the faster it
came back. “The plots that were 50%
brown came back within a week,”
Soldat says. “The plots that were 8090% brown took two weeks to look
healthy again.”
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Talking About Turf
The added recovery time makes sense
to Soldat. “Totally brown grass means the
leaves are dead. The plant has to grow
completely new leaves, and that takes
time,” he explains. “Some green means
the leaf might still be alive. In some cases,
after we watered, we saw green up the next
day.”
Take away lessons
For landscape contractors, Soldat
sees several applications for his research
results.
“In sites that are prone to drought,
we’ve learned that we have to be careful
about planting fine fescues. They may not
tolerate hot, dry sites,” Soldat says.
And here’s a disappointing—although
not surprising--lesson: “We also learned
there’s still no perfect grass,” Soldat
admits. “Different grasses have different
positive and negative attributes.”
Although drought tolerance is
an important factor, it’s not the only
characteristic to consider in grass
selection, Soldat points out. Fertility
requirements, growth rate, disease
susceptibility are other important factors
to consider, he says.
The bottom line, however, as Soldat
sees it is soil quality.
Porous, healthy soil allows roots to
penetrate deeper, access more moisture
and stay cooler, according to Soldat. “I saw
it every day on my drive into work,” he
notes.
Soldat says his house is built on typical,
disturbed, compacted urban soils—the
kind where a few inches of topsoil is
spread over clay and construction rubble.
By contrast, the O.J. Noer research facility
is located on old, agricultural fields with
deep topsoil.
“The drought was evident in my
neighborhood at least two weeks before
we saw it on the research plots,” Soldat
reports.
So, regardless of whether you plant fine
fescues, tall fescues or Kentucky bluegrass,
it’s important to be mindful of the soil,
Soldat says, adding, “The quality of the soil
is the most important factor—even more
important than grass selection.”
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Membership Committee

MNLA is 365 Days
of the Year!

I

By Rene Fontaine, MCH

’m sure most of you are recovering from three fantastic
days at New England Grows and as we all experienced, it
was another great show. It was great seeing and talking to
many of our members and answering their questions. There
were many inquiries about our MCH Certification and other
programs in which MNLA is involved. A big hit this year
was our App Bar where we showcased 15 of our favorite apps
submitted by our peers. It was enlightening to see the interest in this technology and what it can do to make us more
efficient in our jobs. After countless inquiries and discussions
at the App Bar I became aware of the importance technology
plays in our day-to-day lives, especially when it comes to our
profession. We are constantly searching for improvement and
growth which got me thinking about how MNLA contributes
to our desire for continuing education.
When you think about it, MNLA membership is like having New England Grows programs throughout the year. We
have a number of forums designed for self-improvement and
learning. Members can expand their knowledge and expertise with MCH Certification, Twilight Meetings, Summer
Conference, Tour de Fleur and other programs. All these
events are networking opportunities, a chance to engage other
members who are always eager to share their successes and
expertise to help us grow personally and professionally.
Now consider the number of MNLA activities of which
many of us may be unaware. How about the work of our
Government Relations Committee? They work diligently on
our behalf focusing on issues that have a major impact on our
industry. The hard work that takes place with our legislature
ensures that our interests are considered. This is member
benefit that is vitally important to our businesses. You should
know, or get to know your legislators to make sure they are
aware of and promoting an agenda that strengthens our
industry.
What about our Education Committee? They work tirelessly to bring us a great lineup of guest speakers at MNLA
events. We all benefit from these programs, but are we
aware of the time and effort that goes into getting commitments from highly qualified speakers? CEU credits required
for annual recertification are supported through Education
Committee efforts.
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Additionally, the members of our Products, History,
Finance and Magazine committees work tirelessly to make
MNLA a more relevant organization. Your opinions matter, so get involved with a committee and share your ideas to
make our organization stronger and more dynamic. If you are
a member not actively participating in our programs, you’re
not taking full advantage of MNLA. Think about it, MNLA in
many ways is like New England Grows 365 days are year.
Are you ready to get involved?
Rene Fontaine, MCH, New England Botanicals
Membership Chair

MNLA/MFGA
Summer Conference and Trade Show
at Savage Farms
Save the Date: July 24, 2014
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Education Committee

Get Down to Earth with us this July

T

By Michelle Harvey, MCH

he MNLA Education Committee is thrilled to announce
“Down to Earth,” our 2014 Summer Conference and
Trade Show! This year’s event has a new name and
“Down to Earth” reflects our commitment to bringing relevant,
timely and practical educational and networking opportunities to our members. But we’ve done more than just update the
conference name, we’ve retooled the entire event to offer a full
day of dynamic experiences.

SPECIAL KEYNOTE SPEAKER —

Dr. Michael Dirr

Michael Dirr will headline this year’s event
as our keynote speaker and presenter. Dirr is
a Mercer scholar, international author of 13
books and more than 300 publications, and
considered one of the green industry’s most
celebrated plant experts. A professor of horticulture at the University of Georgia, his teaching, lectures,
seminars, garden study tours and plant introduction programs
have contributed to industry awareness, and his book Dirr’s
Hardy Trees and Shrubs is the bestselling title of its genre.
Along with Dr. Dirr we’ve put together a program packed
with MCH and pesticide recertification credits!
WHERE:
Our host site for “Down to Earth” is the expansive and
lush green turf fields of Savage Farms in Deerfield, MA. Savage
Farms has been in operation since 1910 and today leads the
way in pioneering new cutting-edge turf products for the New
England market. From premium bluegrass and drought tolerant
RTF (Rhizomatous Tall Fescue) sod to advanced generations of
athletic and sports field products, this Massachusetts farm offers
an unparalleled product mix. What began as a small 25-acre farm
over 100 years ago has grown into 800+ acres of sod, potatoes
and other rotational crops. Attendees to the conference will get
an upclose look at state-of-the-art sod production.

Annual
Summer
Conference

WHAT’S NEW?
How about an afternoon dedicated to
meeting our speakers, enjoying local
craft beers, catching up with friends
and listening to great music! Berkshire
Brewing Company will be on hand for
our afternoon networking event
offering a selection of locally brewed
craft beers. Add to that live music from
the band Four On the Floor and you’ll
have an amazing opportunity to
connect with industry colleagues in a casual and fun setting.
Spend the morning in educational sessions and the afternoon sharing common challenges and solutions.
The 2014 Educational Program will be dynamic and innovative with expanded hands-on demonstrations. Take a ride
on a sod cutting machine, participate in a hands-on practical
pesticide sprayer demonstration or get dirty using a new bark
blower! Have fun while you learn about the new products and
plants our exhibitors are offering. The new Demonstration
Program promises to be a lively addition to your conference
experience.
WHY?
Summer is for holidays and all things fun. For green industry professionals it’s a great time to take stock and learn about
new products, trends and business solutions. So, why not take
some time this July and relax, learn, and most of all, enjoy a day
with us?
This summer event is offered annually to green industry
professionals to provide business knowledge about new plants
and products, sales, operations and profitability along with
continuing education through The University of Massachusetts
Extension Educators. The conference draws in more than 600
exhibitors and attendees including growers, independent garden centers and landscape firms.
“Down to Earth” is the place to be this summer. So plan to
attend and we’ll look forward to seeing you there!
Visit mnla.com for more details and registration/exhibitor
sign up.
Michelle Harvey, MCH, Lakeview Nurseries
Education Committee Chair

Thursday, July 24, 2014 Save the
Savage Farms, Deerfield, MA

|30Registration & Information:
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Government Relations

Free Lunches and Musical Chairs —
They’re Not Just for Kids Anymore

T

By Chris O’Brien, MCH

he Government Relations committee has been
discussing free lunches and musical chairs lately, but
we’re not talking about kids’ things.
Let’s start with the tasty things. Mass Ag Day at the
Statehouse was held March 26th. A major component of this
annual event is the complimentary “taste of Massachusetts”
produced from farms in the Commonwealth. Seafood, ice
cream, vegetables and fruit, lamb, maple syrup, cheese,
and honey are a few of the things to be sampled. Then
there is a complete hot meal prepared by the students of
Assabet Valley Technical High School. The results are truly
outstanding. Legislators and their staffs make it a point to
stop by the Great Hall to try out the food. It is a tremendous
opportunity to keep legislators informed about the economic
impact of the agricultural sector and to let them know what
issues are affecting our businesses. The horticultural sector
participates as well in this day about all things agricultural.
MNLA distributes tree seedlings to those attending
while informing them of the green industry’s $2.6 billion
contribution (2009) to the state’s economy.
Free lunches and handouts are fun, but communicating
with state officials is the point of Mass Ag Day. That task
takes on additional importance in this election year when
so many offices around the state are up for grabs. And that
leads us to our theme of musical chairs.
Governor Patrick has declined to run for re-election in
the fall. The lieutenant governor’s position is vacant. So an
entirely new administration will take over in January 2015.
With the two new elected officials will come dozens of
new cabinet officers, commissioners, and other senior staff
seeking to shape public policy and law.
Among the nine declared candidates for Governor are the
current Attorney General, Martha Coakley, and the current
Treasurer, Steve Grossman, which means that new people will
fill those offices next year as well. In the Legislature, Senate
President Therese Murray, who is nearing the term limit for
that office, has announced that she will not run for re-election.
However, the game of musical chairs has been underway
for months before this. The appointment of a U.S. Senator
as Secretary of State, led to the election of a Congressman
as Senator, led to the election of a State Senator as
Congresswoman, leads to a special election on April 1st
for a senator from the 5th Middlesex district. And so forth.
Special elections around the Commonwealth have been
common for the last year, as some state legislators have
resigned to take on new jobs in government or to return to
the private sector.
Spring|2014

The large number of old faces in new roles and new
faces in a completely different administration makes
communicating our message ever more urgent. The Green
Industry has a compelling story to convey. Information from
the economic impact study sponsored by MNLA and other
associations is a good place to start, combined with details
about your own business in your community.
Attending Mass Ag Day is a great way to get that
story out. Meeting individually with your legislators is
highly effective. Participating in candidate events will be
particularly important with gubernatorial candidates to
make certain they understand the economic significance of
agriculture to the state’s economy.
There will be opportunities.
Chris O’Brien, MCH, Howard Garden Designs, Inc.
Government Relations Committee Chair

New England Wetland Plants, Inc.
Wholesale Native Plant Nursery
Your source for...

Trees, Shrubs, Ferns, Flowering Perennials, and Grasses
Coastal and Inland Wetland Plants
Specialty Seed Mixes
Coir Logs, Straw Wattles, Blankets and Mats

820 West Street, Amherst, MA 01002
Phone: (413) 548-8000 Fax: (413) 549-4000
Email: info@newp.com Web: www.newp.com
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In Memoriam

Wally Mezitt

Blanche Gouveia

Wally (Valija) (Bralit) Mezitt,
98, of Hopkinton, passed peacefully
from this life on Thursday, January
2, 2014 with her family by her side
after a period of declining health.
The daughter of the late Pauline
(Kunst) and Ernst Bralit, she was
born in Boston on December 29,
1915. Wally grew up on a farm
in Carlisle and attended Carlisle
schools, graduating from ConcordCarlisle Regional High School and
was a graduate of Simmons College
in Boston. She worked on the farm before and after school
with her parents; where she developed a life-long interest
in and love of gardening. Her parents were Latvian immigrants and she was very proud of her Latvian heritage.
Wally was the wife of the late Edmund V. Mezitt who died
in 1986. After their marriage, she joined her husband in
his family’s business, Weston Nurseries, Inc. They lived
in Weston until 1948 when the nursery was moved to
Hopkinton. Wally and her husband traveled extensively
to visit gardens around the world and were well-known in
many horticultural organizations. Wally was a past president of the Hopkinton Womens Club and a life member
of the Framingham Country Club. She enjoyed reading,
gardening, traveling, golf, bridge, knitting, cooking and
was dedicated to her family. She is survived by her brother,
Henry Lymon Brahlit of Sequim, WA; two sons, R. Wayne
Mezitt and his wife Elizabeth and Roger N. Mezitt and
his wife Merylyn, all of Hopkinton; four grandchildren,
Peter W. Mezitt and his wife Karen, Laurel M. Provencher
and her husband Robert, Cynthia S. Lindeman and her
husband Andrew, all of Hopkinton, and Brian P. Mezitt
and his wife Cara of Bolton, VT; nine great-grandchildren
and two nephews, Glenn Russett and Peter Russett of
Wareham, MA. Donations in Wally’s memory may be
made to Tower Hill Botanic Gardens, 11 French Dr.
Boylston, MA 01505.

Blanche E. (Picard) Gouveia, 74, of Taunton, formerly of
East Taunton, passed away on Tuesday, December 10, 2013,
after a long and courageous battle with Alzheimer’s. She was
the loving wife of Robert Gouveia
whom she married 55 years ago at
The Holy Family Church, in East
Taunton.
The daughter of the late
Raymond and Blanche (Lortie)
Picard, she was born in Taunton,
on September 26, 1939. She was
the sister of the late Joan (Picard)
White and Raymond Picard.
Blanche enjoyed golfing,
bowling, socializing, traveling,
decorating, music, reading, gardening, the Boston Red Sox,
and most of all: spending time with her family and friends.
She especially enjoyed traveling to the Grand Canyon in
2008 with all 16 family members to celebrate her 50th
wedding anniversary.
Besides her husband, Robert, she was the proud mother
of four daughters (known by family members as the Gouveia
Girls): Lauren Gouveia Marvel and her husband Ted of
Norton, Leslie Gouveia and her partner Bonnie McIntosh of
Brewster, Linda Gouveia Paulson and her husband Ron of
Mansfield, Jacquie Gouveia and her partner Michael Taylor
of Carver. She was the tender and devoted grandmother
of Marissa Marvel, Jared Marvel, Kailee Paulson, and Sara
Paulson. She is also survived by her sisters Janet Picard and
Jeanne Picard Fagundes, who along with Joan were identical
triplets, a fact she loved to share with everyone. In addition,
she is survived by several nieces and nephews.

A Memorial Poem
There’s a very special garden
Where the trees of memory grow
Nurtured by the kindness
And concern that good friends show.
The roots are cherished memories
Of good times in the past
The branches tender promises
That souls endure and last.
It’s a place of peace and beauty
Where bright new hopes can start
Author unknown
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MNLA Product Update
THINK GREEN!

MARKETPLACE

coronis
consulting
__________________
Sharing over 35 years of business & landscape success
Laurence S. Coronis
603.721.9812 www.coronisconsulting.com

For Information
on Advertising

Motz & Son Nursery
Wholesale Growers of ...
Shade and Flowering TreeS
FruiT TreeS

Call
Debbie
Rauen

dwarf, Semi-dwarf & Standard
combinaTion FruiT TreeS (4 in 1)
eSpalier appleS
Semi-dwarf, combination
& one Variety

(817) 501-2403

walnuTS and FilberTS

debbie.

deciduouS ShrubS

parksandrec

Write for our stock and price:
11445 N.W. Skyline Blvd.
Portland, Oregon 97231

@yahoo.com

Phone 503-645-1342
Fax 503-645-6856
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MNLA products are designed for Massachusetts
soils and were formulated with the help of University of Massachusetts Extension specialists. The
nutritive value in MNLA products, when compared to other brands, is noticeably stronger. To ensure Mark Ahronian
the proper absorption of the primary fertilizer
components, MNLA products have added micronutrients for
better plant health.
When comparing price, don’t forget to check the ingredients listed and compare the amount of micronutrients with
other brands. Many soils in New England have been depleted
of various nutrients necessary for plants and lawns to thrive
today, which can be easily corrected with our products.
The addition of a composted soil together with MNLA
fertilizer will encourage and foster a nice healthy green plant
with plentiful amounts of blooms for your customers to enjoy
all season long. MNLA Plant-o-ganic lasts for up to 12 weeks,
feeding slowly, but continuously with a well-balanced mix of
NPK and micronutrients.
This product is 80% organic and 20% synthetic. The synthetic fertilizer gives you a quick green-up effect after a long
cold winter, after which the organics continue their work
through time-released activity in the soil. We would like our
members to try these products this year. We know that these
MNLA fertilizers and grass seed mixes will sell themselves. We
are confident that once you’ve tried them, you will be pleased.
Please give our sales representative Doug Dondero a call
today at 1-508-944-3262. Thank you and have a terrific spring!
Mark Ahronian, MCH, Ahronian Landscaping & Design, Inc.
MNLA Products Committee Chair & MNLA Past President
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Plant for Success

One of My Favorite Plants
By Colin Finn
Wolf Hill Garden Center, Gloucester, MA

Echinacea purpurea ‘Pow Wow Wildberry’—
Purple Coneflower
CULTURE —
Perennial
Full sun to part shade
2-3’ tall by 1-11/2’ wide
Zones 3-8
Prefers dry soils

Photo courtesy of Ball Horticultural

Why Pow Wow Wildberry shines —

This plant is best used in borders and mass plantings
as it needs some room to stretch out and show how
it stands out. Give adequate sunlight, and once
established, a drink every now and again and it
will thrive for you. I have used it many times in
landscape borders among some companion plants
such as liatris, rudebeckia, and monarda sp. They
will all be comfortable as neighbors and the flowers
will show above the foliage in a spectacular array. I
use these together as they all tolerate the same soil
conditions and once established blend together
nicely and will attract butterflies and hummingbirds.
Facts and Features
Pow Wow Wildberry has a great large deep rosepurple flower that persists from late spring through
late summer, I have even seen it go as long as early
to mid-Autumn if the weather stays on the warm
side. In winter, if the spent flowers are left, the birds,
gold finches in particular, will enjoy the seeds. This
plant will tolerate almost anything Mother Nature
can throw at it. You can find this beauty at most
nurseries or garden centers that carry perennials.
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Servicing the green industry for over 30 years
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