Massachusetts Green Industry

Total Economic Impact

$5.2 billion

g!
and growin

The Massachusetts Nursery and Landscape Association
(MNLA) is Massachusetts’ largest green industry trade
association. Dedicated to advancing the interests
of the state’s green industry professionals, MNLA
provides educational opportunities, industry news,
legislative representation, and business development
resources. MNLA ensures that all of its members adopt
the highest industry standards and act in an ethically
responsible manner.
Key Highlights
• 61% of companies sold plants in 2015.
• 58% of companies report their gross income has
increased in the last three years (2012–2015).
• 56% report their company’s payroll has increased.
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• 43% of companies held acreage in 2015.
• 29% of companies occupied greenhouse space.
TYPES OF EMPLOYEES

Massachusetts Green Industry Economic Impact
on the Commonwealth
For every dollar of output generated by the industry, an
estimated total of $1.73 worth of economic activity is generated
in Massachusetts. For every additional full-time employee
hired, 1.4 jobs are created, and every $1 spent by
the industry on labor generated $1.50 in wages
in Massachusetts.

Year round full-time
Year round part-time

24%
36%

Seasonal part-time

32%

8%

Based on the data, we estimate that the output of the green
industry in Massachusetts is valued at approximately
$3B in 2015, which in turn generated approximately $5.2B
in the Massachusetts economy, or 1.73 times the activity.
The green industry was responsible for
35,374 direct jobs in 2015 and also
generated an additional 13,398 jobs
through indirect and induced
activity, resulting in a total of 48,772
jobs in the state. Companies in the
green industry paid $1.65B in wages
and benefits which generated an
impact of $2.5B in other indirect and
induced labor costs.

Seasonal full-time

If hiring were possible,
it would primarily be
filled with full-time
seasonal employees.

EMPLOYMENT IMPACT*
Impact Type

Employment

Labor
Income

Total
Value Added

Output

Direct Effect

35,374

$1,646,353,116

$2,092,745,760

$2,979,229,759

Indirect Effect

3,558

252,624,710

447,212,014

706,142,024

Induced Effect

9,840

565,166,564

927,984,616

1,487,097,988

48,772

$2,464,144,391

$3,467,942,389

Total Effect

$5,172,469,771*

The IMPLAN method,an
assessment
 economic

 impact

 modeling

system that allows the user to build economic models to estimate
 the impacts of
* economic
changes, was used to determine how dollars from one industry segment multiply through the economy.
®

Green Industry in Massachusetts and it’s Ripple Effect on the Economy
The green industry refers to businesses focusing on the wholesale growing and selling of ornamental plants and
trees and their seeds, as well as the nurseries, garden supply stores and florists that resell them. Businesses that
sell landscaping supplies such as paving stones, mulch, lighting and pond supplies, as well as the landscapers,
designers, architects and contractors that utilize all of these products are also
included in the industry. Both private and government customers purchase from
GREEN INDUSTRY
and hire these businesses to beautify their property and public parks and gardens.
BUSINESS CATEGORIES

Tree care/arborist

IMPACTED SEGMENTS OF THE ECONOMY
Description
Landscape and
horticultural
services
Retail (building
material, garden
equipment and
supplies stores)

Total
Employment

Total Labor
Income ($)

Total Value
Added ($)

Total
Output ($)

Fruit/vegetable sales
Mulch/loam sales
Distribution

29,083

1,358,275,589

1,717,354,060

2,388,086,584

Pest control
Excavation
Supplies
(fertilizer, seed, pesticides)

6,196

288,126,306

372,209,852

588,133,522

Real estate

801

21,109,745

169,187,610

203,157,160

Full‐service
restaurants

644

17,193,289

19,865,837

35,958,340

Hospitals

613

53,088,758

59,808,533

101,041,180

Irrigation

Wholesale trade

591

61,973,116

102,711,292

146,686,017

Land development

Limited‐service
restaurants

405

10,666,160

17,413,852

26,400,540

Retail—food and
beverage stores

382

10,973,203

14,320,730

23,011,851

Greenhouse, nursery,
and floriculture
production

374

11,775,633

19,151,168

26,693,327

Employment
services

368

17,255,680

20,235,214

23,749,516

Horticulture education

Park restoration
Retail
Re-wholesale supplier
Snow contractor
Tree farming

* The IMPLAN® method,an economic impact assessment modeling system that allows the user to build economic models to estimate the impacts of
economic changes, was used to determine how dollars from one industry segment multiply through the economy.
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Properly landscaped and maintained private property and public land has several positive effects
on the local community, including:
• Health and wellness benefits
Individuals living and working near well-manicured yards, parks and gardens experience an increase
in concentration, memory retention and happiness, as well as a reduction in stress.
• Environmental and ecological benefits
Environmental effects include improved air quality, an increase in biodiversity and a reduction
in storm water runoff leading to a rise in water quality.
• Economic benefits
Economic benefits include an increase in customer traffic for businesses, improved occupancy
rates for building owners, job creation and enhanced property values. In fact, on average there
is a yield of 109% for every dollar a homeowner spends on yard improvements.1

SOURCES OF GROSS INCOME

3%

(each segment)

Garden maintenance

Design

(pest management, fertilizing)

Snow removal

Education

Retail/gifts/décor

Labor and delivery

Hardscaping

Roughscaping

Mulch sales

Supply sales

30%

5%
(each
segment)

11%

27%

(seed, fertilizer, ice melt, pesticides)

Farm stand sales

2%

5%

EXPENDITURES BY TYPE

34%

10%
10%
11%

12%

An estimated 90,000 acres is
dedicated to agriculture in
Massachusetts, of which 40% is
in a land preservation program.

Supplies

Fuel

Utilities

Business insurance

Vehicles

Other

Buildings/residential

Freight

Technology

Storage
(equipment, supplies, etc.)

8%
8%

GREEN INDUSTRY
ACREAGE UTILIZATION

Machinery

Retail space
Office space
USES OF LAND

22%
40%

4%
34%

Parking

Agricultural production

Industrial/commercial space

Open space

Donated land

Land preservation

Facilities

Other uses

Greenhouses
Mulch/nursery stock resale

1 Hall, C. R., & Dickson, M. W. (2011). Economic, Environmental, and Health/Well Being Benefits Associated with Green Industry Products and Services: A Review. Journal of Environmental Horticulture, 292, 96 103.
2 New England Nursery Association (2009). A summary of the impact of the Environmental Horticulture Industry on the New England Economy. Conducted by the University of Vermont Extension and the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension.

A recent study conducted by Nora Ganim Barnes, Ph.D., and Ava Lescault, MBA, measured the economic
impact of the green industry during 2015 on Massachusetts. In addition, a range of questions were asked
to determine trends in taxes paid, payroll changes, and the impact of industry issues on companies.
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The green industry remains an important contributor to the Massachusetts economy. It is extremely
broad-based, with landscape services and wholesale–retail trade sectors existing in virtually all communities
in the commonwealth. The findings of this study are critical to understanding the issues affecting the
green industry, as well as the economy at large. The results will help to enable participants in the green
industry in making strategic decisions regarding future investments in their respective businesses.
Massachusetts Nursery & Landscape Association
PO Box 387 • Conway MA 01341
Phone: 413-369-4731 • Fax: 413-369-4962
www.mnla.com

