
Checklists for Peer Review of searches 
 
 
PRESS (2015 update) 
 
McGowan, J., Sampson, M., Salzwedel, D. M., Cogo, E., Foerster, V., & Lefebvre, C. 
(2016). PRESS peer review of electronic search strategies: 2015 guideline statement. 
Journal of clinical epidemiology​, ​75​, 40-46. 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435616000585​ (Open access) 

 
Full checklist and guideline statement. Although specific to Medline, can be 
useful in identifying  

 
PRESS Peer Review of Electronic Search Strategies: 2015 Guideline Explanation and 
Elaboration 
https://www.cadth.ca/press-2015-guideline-explanation-and-elaboration 

 
Longer document explaining ‘why’ of elements, as well as methodology of 
PRESS update process. Includes systematic review of literature relating to peer 
review of search strategies. 
 

PRISMA-S PRISMA Search Reporting Extension 
 

Rethlefsen, M., Ayala, A. P., Kirtley, S., Koffel, J., & Waffenschmidt, S. (2019, March 22). PRISMA-S 

The draft version of PRISMA-S will remain open for comment until June 15, 2019. 

Has supplemental materials for ​Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analysis 
Search Extension (PRISMA-S) 2019: Explanation and Elaboration​ on OSF Preprints 
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