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Jennie K. Hanson

I recently read the following paragraph and thought it was worthy of including in this
REAM News article:
“No issue in America today better illustrates the divergent interests of working
Americans and the one per cent than pension reform. Substantial evidence shows that America’s
favored retirement vehicle—the 401(k), recently renounced by its own inventors—is grossly inadequate
and will leave tens of millions of Americans with insufficient retirement assets. And yet, states and
cities are busy converting traditional pensions into these failing 401(k)s or equivalents, to the great
benefit of money managers and the finance class.”
With this paragraph in mind, we need to be vigilant in keeping our Defined Benefit Retirement Plan for
all of our retired Minnesota Educators. Nevertheless, almost everywhere we look, pensions are under
attack. This relentless, well-funded attack has taken every form of political advocacy available. In
the past, 49 states have reformed pensions to make them more sustainable by increasing employee
contributions and reducing benefits. We can be grateful that our state legislature passed our recent
retirement plan unanimously. This shows that our governing officials are really looking out for the
future of Minnesota Educators.
Also, I recently attended the North Central Retired Educators Meeting in Grand Rapids. They have a
very active group and can be commended for all their efforts in promoting REAM in their area. If you
would like to have me attend your local Retired Educators meeting, just let me know and I will see
what I can do to visit your group.
Finally, have a great spring, contact our newly retired educators and ask them to consider joining
REAM, think of someone to nominate for the REAM Educator Award, and plan to attend the REAM
Conference in Granite Falls on Monday and Tuesday, September 30 and October 1. Hope to see you
there!

Jennie K Hanson
REAM President

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

THE

REPORT

Charles Hellie

What a 2019 winter! I’m sure you can remember worse winters, but they were in the “old days.” Last Fall
the meteorologists were forecasting a warmer winter with less than average snowfall. An “El Nino” Winter
was forecast for 2018-2019. It looks like the forecasters were wrong.
REAM is sponsoring a trip to Southern California in February 2020. That’s for those who were in
Minnesota in early 2019 for the polar vortex and lots of snow! Also, there’s a trip to Costa Rica in
February and New Orleans in March. Look elsewhere in the REAM NEWS for more information.
We have a new REAM Website coming in May. It will give us some ways to reach many of you who like
emails. Also, you will be able to renew your membership online as well as register for our Annual REAM
Conference online. Regular mail isn’t going away. You will still be able to send in your membership
renewal by mail and register for the Annual REAM Conference by mail.
The 2019 Minnesota Legislature is in the final push to finish by May 20. The budget this year is the big
one. It looks like we may have another special session, too, unless there’s some very hard negotiating by
the big three – Governor, Speaker of the House and Senate Majority Leader. Governor Walz should have
a little more power this year than former Governor Dayton because the Speaker of the House is of the
same political party as the Governor. Time will tell.

MAY 2019
IN MEMORY OF:			

FROM:

Al Van Quekelberg			
Fran Hill-Rowen, St. Cloud			
$ 20.00
Bert Dahlman			
John Weins, Longville			
$ 10.00
Donald Teed				
Stillwater Area Retired Educators		
$ 10.00
Joy Nelson				Janet Eitreim, Oakdale			$ 50.00
Judy Nelson				Charles Sell, Sartell				$ 10.00
Gil Otto				Charles Sell, Sartell				$ 10.00
Mary Lou Antell			
Stillwater Area Retired Educators		
$ 10.00
Maxine Mattison			
Stillwater Area Retired Educators		
$ 10.00
Rosemary Luckey			
Stillwater Area Retired Educators		
$ 10.00
Warren “Zim” Zimmerman Kay
Morcomb, Rochester			
$ 25.00
Wilma Kakkonen Schwarting
Stillwater Area Retired Educators		
$ 10.00
GIFTS:
		
Anonymous										$ 25.00
Anonymous										$ 100.00
Over Paid with Membership 0($1), 0($5), 0($10)					
$ 0.00

EDITOR’S NOTES

Anita Hellie

A week ago, I thought Spring had arrived. Our yard was turning green, my tulips were just
popping up in the flower beds, and the geese and ducks were arguing about space in
the pond. Today, I’m looking out at seven inches or more of snow, listening to snowplows
and snow blowers, and wondering about climate change.
As Jennie pointed out in her message, contact newly retired educators about joining
REAM. Better yet, give them a membership in REAM for a retirement gift.
Mark your calendar for the Conference in Granite Falls. I’ve been going to these
conferences for years and I always enjoy seeing different areas of our state and hearing speakers on
interesting topics. The topics often concern my life and how to live better, not what I can do better in the
classroom for my students. Complete change on conference topics.
Here are some figures to think about and how they might affect our communities:
--by 2030 our nation will have more adults over 65 than youth under 18.
--the need for physical care doubles every 5 years after 65.
--if we can eliminate dementia we will eliminate one-third to one-half of all caregiving.
		
However, only 1% of all federal research is spent on age-related research.
--1/3 of all boomers will reach age 65 with a total net worth under $1,000. Mass aging in the 21st
		
century brings a financial wake-up call and the potential for mass poverty.
		Taken from Senior Ministry in the New Millennium
Not exactly great news, but knowing what’s coming gives us a chance to speak out and do something about
how we are dealing with the issues.

2019 REAM ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Monday & Tuesday, September 30 – October 1
at PRAIRIE’S EDGE CASINO RESORT, Granite Falls
Registration Form will be in the July issue of REAM NEWS.
Jacob Wascalus
Featured Speaker
Jacob Wascalus is our featured speaker at the REAM Annual Conference. He will
be speaking on September 30 at 4:15 p.m. at Prairie’s Edge Casino Resort. Jacob
is a research scientist for the Minnesota Compass Project of Wilder Research. He
seeks to improve community vitality by promoting the
use of data and community indicators such as early
childhood education, school age education, and trends
in the retiree population that affect our communities, and
how we can plan accordingly to insure quality of life for
all age groups.

Ellis Street Singers Alumni
Dr. Al Wortman will be directing the “Ellis Street Singers Alumni” as the
Entertainment at the REAM Annual Conference on Monday, September 30
at Prairie’s Edge Casino Resort right after the evening dinner. Al is Professor
Emeritus of Music at Minnesota State University, Mankato. He organized and
directed “The Ellis Street Singers” (show/jazz group) for 25 years.

Co-Chair Timothy Moynihan
Greetings Members!
It is hoped that you have weathered the Winter well. For those of us who remain in Minnesnowta all year,
it was a challenge that continues here into the month of April!
Our Semi-Annual Legislative Conference did come to fruition. Huge snowfalls and cold were experienced
just prior to that Event. Concerns about cancelling due to weather gave rise to numerous calls and
emails. We were fortunate. A window, amidst the parade of bad weather storms, allowed it to happen. Let
me tell you about it.
We invited Diane Oakley, Executive Director of the National Institute on Retirement Security, a highly
respected, non-partisan research organization, to be our Keynote Speaker. Her flight from Washington
DC was at risk of being cancelled. Fortunately, she was able to make that trip to give us a very researched
based report. She spoke on the “State of our Union” with regard to Pensions and Retirement. It stands as
the first time since I’ve been connected with REAM that a Presenter received a Standing Ovation! She
was awesome!
To summarize, she pointed clearly to the task REAM has taken up since 1954: to educate, to advocate,
and to remain involved. This mission continues to be important for REAM and its members. Links on
our website can give more detail about her message/PowerPoint slide she shared. I would encourage all
members to sit with that source for a bit, so that we continue to be resources for our fellow members and
those in the communities where we reside.
The rest of our agenda was completed as planned even though travel difficulties gave us cause to be
flexible. The thirty some registered attendees and nine guests gave us feedback that the networking,
discussion interaction, and informative content made it a fruitful endeavor. If you’d like to have more detail
on the Conference, please ask me. I would be glad to help with that.
Your REAM leaders have embarked upon a new and exciting effort to serve us by giving us a
better tool to connect with one another. It is called “Your Membership”. Please join our efforts to make
ourselves a more highly productive, a more highly respected, and a more highly relevant organization. It
continues to be my resolve and my hope that our efforts will sustain our Pensions, our Profession, and the
well-being of our Members.
Regards,
Timothy Moynihan
REAM Legislative Co-Chair

CHECK OUT REAM’S FACEBOOK PAGE:
Facebook.com/MNRetiredEducators
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2019 REAM SPONSORED TRIPS
(All trips Depart & Return to MSP.)

									Double
July 13 - 21 – Yosemite & California Coast			
$3,650
September 24 - 		
October 1 – Niagara Falls & Heritage Highlights
$2,899
October 11 - 17 – Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta			
$2,275
October 16 - 25 – Memorials of World War II			
$4,499
In Europe
December 3 - 6 – Christmas in New York			
$2,495

Single
$4,650
$3,850
$3,125
$5,499
$3,075

2020 REAM SPONSORED TRIPS
									Double
Single
February 11 - 17 – Southern California Escape			$2,795		$3,485.
(This is for those Retired Educators who
experienced the 2019 Winter in Minnesota!)

May 21 - 30 – OBERAMMERGAU & Passion Play		
Also includes Munich, Salzburg, Vienna and
Danube River Cruise.

$5,375

$6,925

JUST BOOKED FOR 2020

(More information will be coming.)
February 12 - 20 – Costa Rica Adventure			
$3,475
March 29 - April ? –New Orleans & Cajun Country		
$2,745		
July 28 - August 3 – Canadian Rockies & Glacier		
$3,345
National Park
September 13 - 21 – Colorado Rockies, Rails &		
$3,245
Western National Parks
October 13 - 21 – Discover Thailand				$3,095
December 9 - 13 – San Antonio Holiday				$1,999

Dates not fully confirmed.

All brochures are available on the REAM Website (mnream.org). Also, you can email:
cchellie@charter.net or call Chuck Hellie 507-301-3609. Please don’t request all brochures!

Need a laugh?
• Middle age is when work is a lot less fun and fun a lot more work.
• How can you avoid having wrinkles? Take off your glasses.
• Why should retired people use valet parking? The valet won’t forget where he
parked your car.

Criteria for the REAM Educators and the John Moriarity Government Involvement Awards
The REAM Educator Award will be presented during the REAM State Conference at Prairie’s Edge
Casino Resort, Granite Falls, Minnesota on September 30 and October 1, 2019. This award is given
to a noteworthy REAM member who has contributed to the growth of REAM or a local REAM unit. To
nominate an individual or individuals please use the following criteria:
A.
B.
C.
D.

Personal endeavors as a school educator
Promotion of the causes of education within the community
Service to schools and community as a volunteer
Service to retired educator groups at the local, division and/or state level.

Letters of nomination should be brief and concise, but include the following items in the individual’s
resume:
A. Name, address education (place, dates, degrees, etc.)
B. Teaching (or school related) places, level or work, years in service
C. Date retired
D. Experience, other than school-related
E. Honors received, organizations, offices held, etc.
F. Volunteer activities, church, community, etc.
G. Service to retired educator groups at local, division, and/or REAM level.
The John Moriarity Government Involvement Award will also be presented at the 2019 State
Conference on September 30 and October 1. This award is given to any retired educator and member
of REAM who is/was involved in local, county, state, and/or national government activities and political
activities such as REAM/AARP legislative activity, political party involvement and/or campaign work.
Possibilities to consider for this award are those who are/were
*Elected or appointed to community government positions such as city councils, city commissions
		
and board, or school boards.
*Elected or appointed to county government positions such as county commissions and boards, or
		
study or research groups.
*Elected or appointed to state government positions such as state officers and commissioners, 		
		
legislature, interns or advisors, or pension positions.
*Elected or appointed to national offices such as cabinet members, Congress, staff assistants or
		
interns, or those serving on boards or commissions involved in political activity such as 		
		
REAM or AARP legislative activity, political party activity, or campaign workers.
Letters of nomination should include the same resume information as listed for the Educator Award
nomination.
Please send nominations for both awards to:		
Lindsay Lally
								5560 Lally Rd.
								Cromwell, MN 55726
Email: lalypop@citlink.net

For questions you may call:

218-644-3739

Please include the names and addresses for those who are submitting the nomination. The deadline is
July 31, 2019.

Membership Update
Merrie Zakaras

As of April 1, 2019, REAM has 8,550 active members.
Thank you to those who have renewed your membership.
Memberships expire on August 31st. Your membership expiration
date is indicated on your mailing label.
•

If you joined for one year, your membership will expire on August
31, 2019.

•

If you are a 5-year member your label will show August 31st with
the year 5 years from when you initially joined.

•

If you are a life member, your label will indicate “LIFE”.

REAM is implementing a new membership data program called Your
Membership. This system is a web-based membership system and
will bring many new features for REAM members.
The new membership system should be available for member use by
mid-May. We urge you to visit the REAM web page at MNREAM.org
and learn about the new membership system. You can create a user
name and password and view your membership data.
Some of the advantages of the new system are:
1. Members will be able to set up an account using the internet
and will be able to manage their own membership information.
Members will be able to pay dues on-line, change addresses,
and update other information. You will also be able to receive
the newsletters by email or view the newsletter on-line.
2. In the future, the REAM Board anticipates a reduction in
postage and printing costs as members view and receive
information using the internet. NOTE: If you do not have a
computer or internet access, you may continue to receive
your information by US mail.
3. REAM members will be able to receive legislative alerts and
important information in a timely fashion. This will help the
legislative representatives to more effectively lobby for your
pension benefits.

Information Change to
Local Units Directory:
Faribault
Gary Bleichner
507-330-2883
pgb@charter.net or
Mary Osborne
507-330-1992
mary.osborne10@mail.com

REAM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President: Jennie K. Hanson
620 Center Road
Wright MN 55798
218-357-2385
jkh4president@gmail.com
Vice President: Karna Brewer
431 Fremont Street
Anoka MN 55303
763-427-8595
brewer.com2@juno.com
President Elect: Paul Ehrhard
2743 Rushmore Road
Hastings MN 55033
651-319-0777
pehrhard@gmail.com
Past President: Lonnie Duberstein
491 South Oak Drive
Vadnais Heights MN 55127
651-429-8009
651-328-1094 (cell)
duberlnm@q.com
Exec. Director: Chuck Hellie
1129 Heritage Drive
Northfield MN 55057
507-301-3609
cchellie@charter.net
Secretary: Karna Brewer
431 Fremont Street
Anoka MN 55303
763-427-8595
brewer.com2@juno.com
Treasurer: Gordon Wagner
317 Waite Avenue South
St. Cloud MN 56301
320-249-2719
gmkwagner2@gmail.com
Legislative Co-Chair:
Tim Moynihan
tmoynie@gmail.com
John Fisher
johnffisher@hotmail.com
Henry Carbone
carbone@main.edu
Membership Co-Chair:
Merrie Zakaras
REAM Membership 612-234-1145
reammembership@gmail.com
Editor: Anita Hellie
507-301-3609
ahellie@charter.net
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REAM STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Represent all school retirees, present and future, certified and classified.
Educate and inform all school personnel on matters related to the improvement of their economic and social status.
Assist and work to strengthen local and regional units in every way possible.
Monitor the actions of, and cooperate, with the legislature, all goverment units, and other organizations that deal with
present and future retired school personnel.

