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From the President
Tony Blumentritt
I had the pleasure of representing Minnesota at the NSPS
Annual Conference from April 24 through 28 at the Phoenix
Convention Center in Phoenix, Arizona. Most of my time
was spent attending committee meetings, board of governors
meetings, and board of directors meetings.
The meetings I attended included a portion of the NSPS
Membership Development, Membership Benefits & Public
Relations committee; the ACSM Joint Government Affairs
committee; the NSPS Standards committee; the NSPS State
Executives meeting, the Great Lakes Regional Council; the
NSPS Trig-Star committee; the NSPS General Membership
meeting; the NSPS/ALTA committee; and the NSPS Board
of Directors meeting.
This is the second year for which I had the honor of being
one of the representatives from Minnesota at this conference.
The lesson learned from last year is that the business and committee meetings are where the action is. NSPS is somewhat
similar to MSPS, in that the committees do an extraordinary
amount of work on behalf of the organization. The committee members at the national meeting are every bit as committed to the task at hand as are MSPS committee members. It is
noteworthy how small some of these committees are. For example, the NSPS/ALTA committee had about five attendees.
The Trig-Star committee was about the same size. The point
in bringing this up is that if you have a comment to make
on any national topic, find the appropriate committee, and
contact them. NSPS is not a giant conglomeration in which
you do not have a voice. Your opinion on national issues is
important and will be heard.
NSPS membership is declining. A report received at the
Membership Benefits Committee meeting indicated that
membership currently stands at 2,577. There may be additional membership registrations forthcoming, but probably
not many. Membership last April was 3,488; in 2008 membership stood at 3,961. This appears to be a rather disturbing
trend. NSPS represents around 45,000 surveyors nationwide.
NSPS also runs on a budget of about $935,000 annually. As
the number of members decreases, the amount of money
required from each member has to increase. Consequently,
NSPS will be looking for ways to increase revenue. One of
the ways being considered is that state societies become member organizations rather than an organization of individual
memberships as currently exists. So far, there is no proposal
from NSPS regarding state memberships, however, it will be
forthcoming.
4

NSPS is one of four member organizations currently under ACSM. The other three are
the American Association of
Geodetic Surveyors (AAGS), the
Cartography and Geographic
Information Society (CAGIS)
and the Geographic Land Information Society (GLIS). NSPS
membership makes up about 87% of the ACSM membership. A motion was approved by the NSPS board of directors
to consider removing NSPS from the ACSM umbrella. There
is a two-year waiting period from the time NSPS gives notice
of intent to remove itself from ACSM until the time the withdrawal takes effect. Apparently, the removal process can be
halted during the two-year period by NSPS providing notice
to ACSM that NSPS wishes to stop the process. Meanwhile,
NSPS will proceed with a cost/benefit study for removal from
ACSM to be finished by this fall to see if the removal process
should continue.
Other snippets of news gleaned from the committee
meetings:
1. The Minimum Standard Detail requirements for
ALTA/ACSM land title surveys are currently being revised.
Suggestions from title professionals, surveyors, attorneys and
others interested in these standards are being considered for
the revision. The release date is tentatively set for 2011. If you
have any revisions you think appropriate to these standards,
email them to Gary Kent, the NSPS ALTA liaison. His email
address is gkent@schneidercorp.com.
2. Some time ago, NSPS sent a questionnaire to the state
societies inquiring about the possibility of each state becoming a member organization and an inquiry of what NSPS
could do better to promote the state societies. As of the annual conference, only three or four questionnaires had been
received. Some of the questionnaires may have been received
but not yet counted.
3. NSPS will issue a request for proposal from other insurance carriers for the errors and omissions insurance offered
to NSPS members. One of the possible options is for group
health insurance, if the carrier offers health insurance.
4.The Joint Government Affairs committee is working on
many different issues including:
Continued on page 6
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From the NSPS Governor
Chris Ambourn
Well, the NSPS business meetings at the 2010 ACSM
Conference Phoenix certainly didn’t fail to hold my attention.
As I predicted in my last article, I was indeed overwhelmed by
information though I didn’t expect the gravity of the subjects
that we as state representatives (governors) would be facing
at this meeting. In the interest of space and interesting journalism (no guarantees on the interesting part, though) I will
limit this report to the two most important points of discussion at the meeting.
I’ll start with the easy stuff; though still relatively financially sound, NSPS membership in 2010 will likely be
down around 25% from last year to about 2,700 members.
This only accounts for roughly 3% of all licensed surveyors
in the country and is an overall 30% reduction since 2004.
The problem of declining membership is not unique to the
national organization; indeed, every state and local surveying
organization is facing this issue (except North Dakota — apparently they found some slippery black stuff in the ground
there).
The questions that inevitably arise upon learning the
level of damage is why are membership numbers dropping,
and how do we retain members and attract new members?
The whys are easy: Combine an aging demographic with a
bad economy and there you go, enough said. How to attract
and retain members is a much more difficult question. I’ll be
as gentle as I can in saying this, but we surveyors are generally a shade on the thrifty side, so in order for us to shell
out cash to a professional organization, we’d like to see some
tangible benefits. One of the problems in providing good
tangible benefits of membership at the national level is that
many of those benefits are already offered at the local or state
levels, principally continuing education and networking opportunities. Take away those tangible benefits and we’re only
left with the non-tangible ones. At the national level, these
include things like the Trig-Star program, the CST program,
congressional lobbying, a seat at the table with organizations
like NGS, BLM, USGS, NCEES, and maintaining the only
surveying peer-review journal in the United States.
I don’t imagine many of us would argue that these efforts are important — but they by and large don’t affect our
day-to-day lives or businesses, and so it’s difficult to justify
writing a separate check to support them. Nonetheless, these
non-tangible benefits are extremely important to the overall
future of our profession. As a result, we all benefit from them
regardless of whether we are members of the national or lo-

cal organizations. At one of
the national meetings last year,
prior to turning over this job to
me, John Freemyer proposed
evaluating a new membership
structure in which all surveyors
in the country would become
members of NSPS by virtue of being a member of their respective state or local organization. The theory behind this is
that if there were 40,000 members of NSPS instead of 3,000,
NSPS membership cost per individual could be dropped to
a much more palatable amount. With a higher membership,
NSPS could negotiate better group rates for things like hotels, rental cars and insurance plans (which hopefully would
supplement and/or bolster the benefits being offered by local
organizations). Perhaps more importantly, it would provide a
much larger membership representation for NSPS to leverage
when lobbying Congress and federal agencies. I was pleased
to learn that support for John’s proposal has grown and is
moving to an ad-hoc committee where actual cost and feasibility analysis will be made, so that hopefully we can take the
next step toward NSPS being the true voice of the national
surveying community.
The second, and not entirely separate, conversation that
took place relates to the status of the relationship between
NSPS and ACSM. In 2009, a marketing study was commissioned by NSPS. The objective was to determine how the organization could improve its public relations to expand membership and improve services. One of the main points of the
report is that there is a lot of confusion out there about the
Continued on page 6

MSPS Members:
We have been advised that the cost for the MN Local
Land Surveying (MNLS) Exam will be increased to
$350.00 per approved applicant as of November 1,
2010. Prior to that date, the cost remains at $250.00
per approved MNLS applicant. The State Licensure
Board requested that we share this information with
you.
-MSPS Staff
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From the President, continued from page 4

3% Withholding on Government Contracts: ACSM is a
member of a coalition called the Government Withholding
Relief Coalition which is working on legislation to repeal the
provision.
Preservation of Railroad Monumentation: So far, no one
at the House or Senate has introduced the proposed legislation. NSPS is looking for ways to include the legislation into a
larger bill such as the surface transportation reauthorization.
Trig-Star Funding: An increase in funding for the TrigStar program was also sought from Congress. A sponsor for
the request was not found. Another possible source for TrigStar funding is the White House “Educate to Innovate” program, which is a nationwide effort to help reach the administration’s goal of moving American students from the middle
of the pack to the front in science and math achievements
over the next decade. The Trig-Star program as it currently
exists is not in jeopardy.
Revisions to the Real Estate Settlements Procedure Act
(RESPA) Handbook: The handbook contains information regarding property surveys that is deficient. Meetings have been
requested with RESPA officials to address concerns about the
surveying information.
These are just a few of the issues addressed by the NSPS
Joint Government Affairs Committee. All together, the committee is working on about 19 different issues. The NSPS Joint
Government Affairs Committee is the voice of the surveying
profession at the nation’s capitol.

The question again is: What did I bring back to land surveyors in Minnesota from this meeting?
First, I believe surveyors need national representation for
the profession. NSPS is involved with ALTA, FEMA, HUD,
USGS, and other national organizations. For the good of the
profession, representation with these organizations is necessary. The Government Relations Committee does very important work at the capitol in advocating for the surveying profession. It’s similar to the lobbying effort put forth by MSPS.
The worth of a lobbyist is the ability to initiate a proactive
program, not a reactive program.
Second, NSPS is a very approachable organization. It is
not that large. Opinions and concerns from its members will
be heard.
Third, NSPS sponsors some very worthwhile programs,
including Trig-Star and CST. Programs such as these provide
nationally consistent benefit to all surveyors.
Fourth, NSPS is not a perfect organization. It has challenges. However, in the end, I believe NSPS is worthy of our
support.
Thank you very much for taking the time to read this article. Should you have any questions, comments or concerns
regarding this article or for any other issue facing MSPS please
let a board member, officer, or myself know of your concerns.
My email address is tonyb@blumentritt.biz.

From the NSPS Governor, continued from page 5

relationship between ACSM and NSPS — and this confusion
weakens the effectiveness of NSPS to attract new members
and to convey a united message to congressmen and to federal
agencies. The report suggests that a reorganization of some
sort take place in order to clear up that confusion. As a result
of this suggestion, the NSPS board of governors made a recommendation to the board of directors to give ACSM notice
that NSPS withdraw from ACSM. According to the contract
between ACSM and NSPS, there is a two-year grace period
that must take place before a complete separation happens; at
any point in those two years, NSPS is allowed to retract the
notice and maintain the relationship as it stands. It was by a
slim majority of votes that this recommendation was passed
and there certainly will be rigorous study and debate during
the two-year grace period as to whether this is an appropriate move. Some of you may remember that it was only a few
years ago when NSPS joined ACSM, so this decision would
be more than a little awkward. Currently ACSM’s duties in6

clude administrative duties for NSPS and three other much
smaller organizations, operating the ACSM bookstore and organizing the annual conference. Should NSPS separate from
ACSM, NSPS would take over the administrative duties for
itself and in theory would save money and eliminate some
confusion, making it easier to explain to congressmen and potential members who NSPS is, who they represent and what
they do.
As of the date that I wrote this piece, the minutes from
the board of directors meeting had not been posted, so I’m
not sure what action was taken on this motion. I will be sure
to give you updates in future articles.
As always, please feel free to email me with any NSPS
questions, suggestions, concerns or comments at chrisam@
bolton-menk.com.
Thanks!
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From the MSPS Executive Director
Eric P. Ewald, CAE
I traveled to the American Congress on Surveying and
Mapping (ACSM) conference in Phoenix, Arizona, April 2427 to represent the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors (MSPS) at the annual gathering of state society directors.
I had the honor of chairing this year’s meeting of my national
colleagues on Sunday the 25th. Eighteen states were represented at the meeting, including executive directors from the
following societies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Professional Land Surveyors of Colorado, Inc
Indiana Society of Professional Surveyors
Missouri Society of Professional Surveyors
Illinois Professional Land Surveyors Association
Florida Surveying and Mapping Society
Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors
South Dakota Society of Professional Land Surveyors
Professional Land Surveyors of Ohio
Texas Society of Professional Surveyors
Arizona Professional Land Surveyors Association
Vermont Society of Land Surveyors
North Carolina Society of Surveyors
Montana Association of Registered Land Surveyors
Kansas Society of Land Surveyors
Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors
Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors
Arkansas Society of Professional Surveyors
Hawaii Land Surveyors Association

The meeting began with introductions and state-by-state
reporting on a variety of aspects of state society operations
— including membership levels, event attendance, legislative
and regulatory challenges and performance of annual meetings.
The majority of societies carried similar messages regarding the economy’s effect on membership and event attendance levels and the negative effect that the economy has had
on sponsorship development, ad sales and fundraising efforts.
The overall tone of this part of the meeting was not entirely
dour as many state representatives also shared generally positive outlooks and described continued strong member allegiance to their societies. Many cited examples of how their
organizations had helped individual members who were out
of work find jobs via the professional networking afforded
by their organizations. Further, planning quality continuing
education programming and maintaining a strong presence
in the legislative/regulatory arena and disseminating information are mission-critical activities no matter the economy.
The group then heard presentations from NSPS President

John Matonich, ACSM Executive Director Curt Sumner and
NSPS President-Elect Wayne
Harrison. The three national
leaders previewed a motion that
was to be made at the following
day’s NSPS Board meeting that
would remove NSPS from the umbrella of the ACSM organization. ACSM is currently comprised of four independently
incorporated member organizations that include surveyors,
cartographers, geodesists, and other spatial data informationrelated professionals from private industry, government, and
academia. Each member organization serves the specific interests of its respective members, while working collectively
to achieve the overall goals of ACSM. Surveyors make up
approximately 90% of ACSM and it is believed by some at
the national level that the interests of surveyors would be better served by having a completely separate organization. The
motion at the NSPS meeting passed, but with amendments
requiring further diligence before final decision/implementation. By the ACSM’s charter, even when the decision to secede
is made it can not be completed before two years has passed.
The other major item for discussion was how membership in NSPS might be increased via the states. NSPS leadership believes that member levels need to increase for the organization to maintain an effective national advocacy program,
among other services to surveyors on a national level. The
group did not discuss specific proposals. President Matonich
instead requested that three representatives from the society
executives group serve on a working group with three NSPS
Board members over the next year to develop some proposals
to present to the states for consideration. This is a concept
that will require significant vetting through the individual
members of the state societies.
Again this year, MSPS received a Publishing Excellence
award during Sunday evening’s awards banquet. This year
the Society was recognized for our work on the organization’s
website. MSPS President Tony Blumentritt accepted the
award on behalf of MSPS.
While MSPS, like the individual members that make it
up, has had to meet a number of challenges over the past two
years, I remain very proud of the continued good work of the
Society’s volunteers and staff. Comparatively on a national
basis we are a strong organization. It is an honor for me to
represent Minnesota on a national basis and to continue to
serve the members of MSPS.
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The Boundary Lines of the Half-Breed Reservation
in Minnesota Territory
Rod Squires, University of Minnesota
Meridian no farther
than the limits of said
reservation; but at the
point of intersection,
plant a monument,
take the proper
bearings within your
own work, and give
the
intersection
with the nearest
corner planted on
the boundary of said
Half Breed tract.7

Introduction
On July 15, 1830, representatives of the United States
and representatives of the Sioux, the Sacs and Foxes, and the
Omahas, the Ioways, the Ottoes, and the Missourias, signed a
treaty at Prairie du Chien in Michigan Territory.1 Under the
provisions of the treaty, the bands ceded their occupancy and
use rights to lands west of the Mississippi (Royce Area 152
and 153 Figure 1).2 Article 9 of the treaty stated,
The Sioux Bands in Council having earnestly solicited that
they might have permission to bestow upon the half breeds of
their Nation, the tract of land within the following limits, to
wit: Beginning at a place called the barn, below and near the
village of the Red Wing Chief, and running back fifteen miles;
thence in a parallel line with Lake Pepin and the Mississippi,
about thirty-two miles to a point opposite Beef or O-Boeuf
River; thence fifteen miles to the Grand Encampment opposite
the River aforesaid; The United States agree to suffer said half
Breeds to occupy said tract of country; they holding by the
same title, and in the same manner that other Indian Titles are
held.3

This reservation, known as the Lake Pepin Reservation
(Royce Area 292, Figure 1) would become a short-lived barrier to the spread of the public land survey lines in southeastern Minnesota over lands ceded in treaties of 1851 (Royce
Area 289, Figure 1). The reservation boundaries, although described in the treaty, would not be defined until 1855, somewhat paradoxically the year it was effectively abolished.4 For
more than 20 years, however, the reservation was the subject
of debate.5
The Public Land Surveys of 1853
In 1853, the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa,
Warner Lewis, awarded a contract to Elisha Norris to establish the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd standard parallels and the 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd guide meridians west of the Mississippi in Minnesota
Territory.6 He was obviously aware of the reservation because
in his instructions to Norris he wrote,
By reference to the accompanying map … which has been
carefully compiled in this office it will be seen that said Meridian
[1st Guide Meridian] will strike the Southern boundary of
the Reservation set aside for the use of the Half Breeds of the
Sioux Nation under Treaty of July 15th 1830 before it reaches
the river. Should this prove to be correct you are to carry said

On July 28,
Norris sent his first
returns to Lewis,
stating,
You will notice that
I have extended the
1st Meridian and the
2nd Correction to
the Mississippi River.
Figure 1. Indian Cessions mentioned The boundary line of
the Sioux half-breed
reserve has probably never been run and if so, there is none,
now in existance (sic) and I felt required in case such boundary
line could not be found to continue mine to the Mississippi, I
trust the Commissioner will see the propriety of compensating
me the same as for the balance of the lines.8

Lewis also contracted with William Jones, John Ball, and
Norris to run the township exteriors and with numerous deputies to subdivide those townships in the area east of the 2nd
Guide Meridian— although unfortunately we do not have
the instructions each was given. Except in the case of three
townships, Lewis avoided awarding contracts that involved
land within the reservation or land across which the boundary line would run.
He clearly wanted to get the reservation boundary surveyed.9 On October 31, 1853, the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, responding to a letter from Lewis requesting instructions about the public land survey lines and
the reservation, stated,
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Boundary Lines, continued from page 9
This reservation is to be respected in the public surveys which
include it. It has never been surveyed and you will have to
instruct your Deputy to determine the position of the lines
from the language of the Treaty as well as he can – and as the
lines are determined the township and section lines will have
to connect and close even if the former have continued to the
Mississippi. It would be well for you to request the Indian Agent
in Minnesota to cooperate with the Deputy in determining the
lines of the reservation. It is understood that the Governor of
the Territory is ex-officio Indian Agent. I have requested the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to express to the Governor the
desire that he would cooperate with you.1o

The following day the Commissioner wrote again,
Enclosed is a copy of a letter from the Acting Commissioner of
Indian Affairs in regard to the facilities that may be expected to
be afforded to the Deputy Surveyor in effecting the survey of
the reservation on the Mississippi named in the 9th Article of
the Sac & Fox treaty of 15th July 1830 …11

Nothing apparently happened and the need for surveying
the boundaries of the reservation was overtaken by a larger issue, the ownership of the land within those boundaries.
Federal Legislation in 1854
On January 16, 1854, Minnesota Territorial Delegate
Henry M. Rice introduced a bill, H.R.338, “to purchase the
Sioux half-breed reservation on Lake Pepin, in the Territory
of Minnesota” into the House of Representatives.12 It was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, which, on February 23, 1854, reported the bill to the full House.13 In the
report was a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
in which he stated,
The regular surveys have been extended almost up to this
reservation, and it would be expedient that they should be
continued so as to include it. The outer boundaries could be
run to ascertain its area, and the amount, not exceeding 640
acres in any case, to which each [half-breed] would be entitled
under the treaty [of 1830]. 14

tise,

He offered an opinion, perhaps a little outside his experThere would be no necessity, however, for making fractions on
each side of the boundaries of this reserve, as the scrip proposed
by the act could be located by legal subdivision.

By this means the harmony and uniformity of the surveys
would not be marred, and the expense would be less than if
the reserve were specially surveyed.15

On July 17, President Franklin Pierce signed an act “ to
cause to be surveyed the tract of land in the territory of Minnesota belonging to the half-breeds, or mixed bloods, of the
Dakota or Sioux nation of Indians.” 16 The most important
part of the legislation was Section 8, which stated,
...that from and after passage of this act, the President is
authorized to have the lands within the said reserve surveyed
and exposed to public sale at the Land-Offices for the districts
in which said land may be, according to the several land districts
established by Congress, in the same manner as other public
lands.17

The Reservation Surveyed
The following year, on May 15, 1855, Surveyor General
Lewis awarded Thomas Gilmore a contract to establish townships in the area recognized to be within the Reservation and
to subdivide some of them.18 In his special instructions to
Gilmore, Lewis wrote,
Your contract of this day authorizes you to survey and establish
all the proper township and range lines thereon specified in
strict accordance with the printed instructions herewith
furnished. You are also required as often as your lines touch the
Mississippi river to ascertain the right angled width of the same,
and at least once in each township to show the connection with
the public surveys on the opposite side which count from the
Wisconsin Base and Meridian.
Said contract also requires that you should survey the North
and South boundary of the “Sioux Half Breed Reservation” at
the foot of Lake Pepin. The boundaries of this reservation are
thus described “Beginning at a place called the Barn, below
& near the village of the Red Wing Chief and running back
fifteen miles thence in a parallel line with Lake Pepin & the
Mississippi about thirty-two miles to a point opposite Beef or
O-Boeuf River thence fifteen miles to the Grand Encampment
opposite the River aforesaid” Your first business will be to define
the starting point which is to be the lower end of the formation
or elevation called “the Barn” where you are to establish a stone
monument to be sunk into the ground at least two feet and
to show above the surface one foot, on which you are to mark
“Initial point Sioux Half Breed Reservation”. From point thus
established you are to run back fifteen miles, setting a post at
the end of every mile at least six inches square, which, on the
side facing the Reservation are to be marked, 1st mile S.H.R.,
and in like manner to the end of the fifteenth mile, which
monument is to be of stone and of the same dimensions, as at
the initial point.
The terminating point is at the Grand Encampment, opposite
the mouth of the Boef or O-Boef river where you are to establish
a monument precisely similar to that at the initial except that
Continued on page 11
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Boundary Lines, continued from page 11
is to be marked termination instead of initial. Supposing a
straight line to be drawn between the initial and terminating
points you are to run a line at right angles thereto from both
points for fifteen miles back setting monuments as before
directed the back and front lines are not to be run or marked at
least you cannot be paid for them though it is necessary to state
their course as well as the course of the North & South lines.

Determining that the “Termination Point” lay S610E
from the “Initial Point” from the latter, he followed the same
method in establishing the southern boundary line as he did
for the northern boundary line, noting those places where
he set his mile posts that could be referenced by the existing
township corners.

You are to return the notes of said North and South boundaries
of reservation showing the connection with the public surveys
in the field books of both (that is you will measure to and give
the course from the present corner on the township lines to the
nearest point on the N & S boundaries of the Reservation &
define with great accuracy the connection of the public surveys
with the Initial & Terminating points.

Finally, to finish his contract, he proceeded to subdivide
12 of the full or fractional townships he had established.27
In T109N R10W and T110N R10W, Gilmore noted the
distance and direction of the reservation boundary mile post
where his lines intersected the reservation boundary line.28

It is almost unnecessary for me to remark that the greatest
care and accuracy is requisite in the execution of the surveys
entrusted to your charge. No excuse can or will be received for
any failure on your part to comply with your instructions.19

The northern and southern portions of the boundary line
were run in 1855 over areas that were in various states of survey. The northern portion of the line was run over an area that
had been surveyed by Norris who had run the 2nd and 3rd
Standard Parallels and the 1st Guide Meridian to the Mississippi in 1853, and by Thomas Gilmore who established township exteriors in 1855. Gilmore referenced this portion of the
line to the 3rd Standard Parallel established by Norris in 1853
and to the exterior lines of four townships he had established
two months previously. These townships were subdivided by
William I Anderson in 1856 and the plats compiled to show
the boundary line and the lots created by its intersection with
the subdivision lines. The acreage of the lots, I assume, would
have been determined arithmetically as the draftsmen drew
the plats.3⁰ The southern portion of the line was run over one
full and two fractional townships that had been established by
Gilmore in 1855 and, most interestingly, over two townships,
lying south of the 2nd Standard Parallel, that had already been
completely surveyed.32 Gilmore referenced a portion of the
line to the 2nd Standard Parallel and to the exterior lines of
three townships he had already established and to the townships established earlier. Gilmore subdivided the townships
he had established in 1855 and subsequently the plats drawn
to show the boundary line and the lots created by its intersection with the subdivision lines and their computed acreage.
But what of the townships that had already been completely
surveyed and their plats certified, T108N R11W on July 21,
1854 and T108N R10W on May 23, 1855? Quite obviously,
these plats were altered to show the boundary line.

Between May 26 and July 10, Deputy Gilmore ran township exteriors between the 2nd and 3rd Standard Parallels2o
(Figure 3). He then turned his attention to the Reservation
boundaries, running the northern boundary line July 20-22
and the southern boundary line July 22-25.21 He first established the “Initial Point” in section 29T113N R14W on the
bank of the Mississippi, then ran a line N10oW 9.30 chains to
a slough on the Mississippi River.22 From the “Initial Point”
he ran S290W and at one mile & 65 chains intersected “3rd
Standard Parallel” 1 mile, 43 chains & 45 links East of “Closing corner” to T12 N of Ranges 14 & 15 West 5th Mer”.23
He then continued his line 15 miles inland, placing a monument every mile and tying in the township corners that he
had recently set.24 At mile 15, he “planted stone monument,
as directed by special instructions” on July 22, 1855.25
He then turned his attention to the southern boundary
line, July 22-25. In his notes he wrote,
After having established the “Termination Point” as required
by Special Instructions, and planted the monument at the
point therein directed, to course of point of bluff on south side
of the mouth of the Beef river brs N 520 E and point of red
oak on North side of the mouth of Beef River brs N. 12 ? 0. An
object on the bluff on the opposite side of the Mississippi River
brs …..
From “Termination Point” cor to secs 7, 12, 13, & 14 of Town
110 North betn Ranges No. 9 & 10 West 5th Mer brs N
61? W. 19.05 ch. Meander post on Mississippi River on line
between secs 7 & 12 same Township & Range brs N 541/3W
20.40 chs.26

The Reservation Boundary as Shown on the Plats29

The inland boundary of the Reservation was never run
on the ground but merely protracted between the 15-mile
corners that marked the end of the northern and southern
boundaries.32 For the most part, the boundary ran through
six townships that had been established by Gilmore so that
Continued on page 14
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Figure 3. Map Accompanying Annual Report
dated October 21, 1855
Figure 2. Townships through which the Reservation Boundary passed.
Dates when plats were certified.
the line would have been incorporated into the plat after the
townships had been subdivided, sometime in 1856. To complicate matters, however, two townships had already been
surveyed and the plats made before the boundary line was
run. T108N R11W has already been mentioned and T108N
R12W was certified by Lewis July 21, 1854. These plats must
have been altered to show the boundary line (Figure 2).
Conclusion
The map accompanying the Surveyor General’s annual
report dated October 21, 1855, shows the township exteri-

ors that Gilmore had run and the boundaries of the Reservation, which had also been run (Figure 3). In his report, Lewis
makes no special mention of any problems associated with
Gilmore’s work, and the following year the Surveyor General
reported that the reservation had been surveyed and the area
was approximately 320,000 acres.33
This article, and the previous one, suggest that although
the certified township plats are important documents, they
should used with care and with the knowledge of the surveys
that created them.

Watts Folwell. A History of Minnesota (Minnesota history
Society, St. Paul MN. 1822) 482-486, William Milliken “The
great treasure of Fort Snelling military camp.” Minnesota
History, vol. 62, No. 1 (Spring 2010), 1-17.
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3

Supra note 1.

4

10 Stat 304. The act authorized the President to exchange the
interest each half-breed, or mixed blood, possessed in the land
under the 1830 treaty for scrip entitling them to acquire title
to land within the boundaries of the reservation. See William

5

A history of the debate can be found House Report 138 33rd
Congress 1st Session Serial 743.

6

Rod Squires. “Standard parallels and guide meridians in western
Minnesota: the surveys of Elisha S. Norris.” Minnesota Surveyor,
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2010 ACSM/NSPS Scholarship and Award Winners
The American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM) and the
National Society of Professional
Surveyors (NSPS) are pleased to
announce that the following scholarships and awards were presented
during the Awards Ceremony
held on Sunday, April 25, 2010 as
part of the ACSM/APLS Conference and Technology Exhibition
in Phoenix, Arizona, April 24-28,
2010.
SCHOLARSHIPS
AAGS JOSEPH F. DRACUP
SCHOLARSHIP
Provided by the American Association of Geodetic Surveying, this
$2,000 award is for an undergraduate student committed to a career in
geodetic surveying.
Winner: Erielle Lamb, California
State University - Fresno
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR GEODETIC SURVEYING
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP
For this $2,000 award, preference
is given to applicants having at least
two years of employment experience in the surveying profession.
Winner: Lei Wang, Ohio State
University
ACSM FELLOWS
SCHOLARSHIPS
This $2,000 scholarship is available
to a student with a junior or higher
standing in any of the ACSM disciplines.
Winner: Christopher Schafer, Ferris
State University

THE LOWELL H. AND DOROTHY LOVING UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
This $2,500 scholarship is available
to a student who has a junior or
senior standing in a 4 year degree
program at a university on college
in the United States. In addition
to a course in basic surveying, an
applicant’s program of study must
include courses from at least two of
the following areas: land surveying,
geometric geodesy, photogrammetry/remote sensing, or analysis
and design of spatial measurement
systems. Additional coursework is
desirable but not required.
Winner: Patrick Vanhaverbeke,
Alfred State College
NETTIE DRACUP MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
These $2,000 awards were established by a donation from Joseph
Dracup in the name of his wife.
These scholarships are awarded
through AAGS and the NSPS
Foundation.
Winners: Keith Ream, California
State University – Fresno; Michael
Kral, University of Akron
SCHONSTEDT SCHOLARSHIP
IN SURVEYING
Awarded to an undergraduate
student who has completed at least
two years of a four-year program in
surveying. This award is for $1,500.
Winner: Brian Bellmore, Michigan
Technological University

AL FRIEZE MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded by the NSPS Foundation,
Inc., to an undergraduate student
who has completed at least two
years of a four-year program in surveying. This award is for $1,500.
Winner: Jacob Heck, Michigan
Technological University
NSPS SCHOLARSHIPS
A $1,000 award and certificate from
the National Society of Professional Surveyors are given to each of
two undergraduate students to be
used toward a four-year surveying
program.
Winners: James Carr, Texas A&M
University - Corpus Christi; Tyler
Rigazio, University of Maine
NSPS BOARD OF GOVERNORS SCHOLARSHIP
This $1,000 scholarship is awarded
to a student enrolled in studies in
surveying, entering their junior year
of study in a four-year degree program of their choice. The applicant
must have maintained a minimum
3.0 grade point average.
Winner: Clayton Yada, California
State University – Fresno
BERNTSEN INTERNATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP IN SURVEYING TECHNOLOGY
Funded by Berntsen International,
Inc. of Madison, Wisconsin, this
award provides $500 in financial assistance to a full-time undergraduate student pursuing a two-year
degree in surveying technology.
Winner: Patrick Unrein, Santiago
Canyon College

Continued on page 17
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BERNTSEN INTERNATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP IN SURVEYING
Funded by Berntsen International,
Inc. of Madison, Wisconsin, this
award provides $1,500 in financial
assistance to a full-time undergraduate student pursuing a four-year
degree in surveying.
Winner: Lucas Hanson, Ferris State
University
CADY MCDONNELL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This $1,000 scholarship recognizes
a woman student enrolled in the
field of surveying. The applicant
must be a resident of one of the
following Western states: Alaska,
Arizona, California, Colorado,
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.
Winner: Roberta Lujan, New
Mexico State University
TRI-STATE SURVEYING AND
PHOTOGRAMMETRY KRIS M.
KUNZE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This $1,000 scholarship is available to candidates throughout the
US. First priority candidates are
licensed Professional Land Surveyors or Certified Photogrammetrists
pursuing college level courses in
Business Administration or Business Management. Second priority
candidates are certified Land Survey
Interns pursuing college level
courses in Business Administration
or Business Management. Third
priority candidates are full-time students enrolled in a two or four-year
degree program in Surveying and

Mapping pursuing a course of study
including Business Administration
or Business Management.

Second Place: Anthony Pabillano,
Flour Bluff High School, Corpus
Christi, TX

Winner: Daniel Surface, Michigan
Technological University

Third Place: John Berman, John T.
Hoggard High School, Wilmington, NC

ACSM AWARDS
EARLE J. FENNELL AWARD
This award was established in honor
of Earle J. Fennell, ACSM President
1966-1967, and ACSM Executive
Director 1968-1971. The award is
presented to an ACSM member in
recognition of distinguished educational contributions to ACSM and
the surveying and mapping profession.
Winner: Thomas “Mike” Besch,
University of Akron
ACSM CONGRESS CHAIRMAN’S AWARD
Recipient: J. Peter Borbas
NSPS AWARDS
SURVEYING EXCELLENCE
AWARD
This award recognizes outstanding
contributions and dedication to the
surveying profession.
Winner: R. Lee Frank, II
TRIG-STAR AWARDS
Richard E. Lomax National Trig-Star Awards
Winners of the State Champion
competition for the National TrigStar title.
First Place: Tommy Scott, Patuxent
High School, Lusby, MD

Richard E. Lomax National Teaching Excellence Awards
Teachers of the winners of the National Trig-Star title.
First Place: Mr. Blaine Mably,
Patuxent High School, Lusby, MD
Second Place: Mrs. Ghada Salem,
Flour Bluff High School, Corpus
Christi, TX
Third Place: Colleen St. Ledger,
John T. Hoggard High School,
Wilmington, NC
NSPS EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM AWARDS
Best Professional
Newsletter:
The Pennsylvania Surveyor (print
and online) - The Pennsylvania
Society of Land Surveyors
Honorable Mention: The Cornerpost – The Vermont Society of
Land Surveyors
Honorable Mention: L’Arpenteur
Louisane – The Louisiana Society of
Professional Surveyors
Best Printed Professional Publication:
First Place: The California Surveyor,
The California Land Surveyors
Association
Continued on page 18
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Shared Second Place: The Missouri
Surveyor, The Missouri Society of
Professional Surveyors
Shared Second Place: Side Shots,
The Professional Land Surveyors of
Colorado
Third Place: The Florida Surveyor,
The Florida Surveying and Mapping Society
Honorable Mention: Point of Intersection, The Arkansas Society of
Professional Surveyors
Best Website:
The Professional Land Surveyors of
Colorado
Honorable Mention: The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors
Honorable Mention: The California
Land Surveyors Association
NSPS MAP/PLAT DESIGN
COMPETITION
ALTA/ACSM Survey Map
First Place: ALTA/ACSM Land
Title Survey of 6 Apartment Buildings and Associated Property Larry Blatchford, WI
Second Place: ALTA McDonald’s
USA, LLC, L/C 010-1316 - Steve
Mitchell, GA
Third Place: ALTA McDonald’s
USA, LLC, L/C 010-1288 - Brad
King, GA
Boundary/Cadastral
Map

Second Place: Joppatowne High
School - James M. Shaw, Jr., MD
Third Place: Tatnall Hospital Company, Tracts I, III and IV, Tattnall
Bank - Charlotte Hinely, GA
Miscellaneous
First Place: Ventilation Map Rocklick Coalburg Deep Mine - Marshall Robinson, WV
Second Place: An Easement Plat for
Charleston Water System - Aaron
Todd Taylor, SC
Third Place: Special Purpose Survey,
Compass Rose Stakeout, Montgomery County Airpark - Douglass
H. Riggs, III, MD
Subdivision Plat
First Place: Subdivision Plat of
Phase II Creekhaven at Prince
Creek West - Sal J. Chaves, SC
Second Place: Bel Air Academy James H. Hunt, MD

NSPS SURVEYING STUDENT
COMPETITION
Topic: Forensic Surveying
First Place: University of Akron
Second Place: Ferris State
University
Third Place: Michigan
Technological University
Participant: New Jersey Institute of
Technology
Participant: New Mexico State
University
Participant: University of Maine
Participant: University of Puerto
Rico
STUDENT PROJECT OF THE
YEAR AWARD
No Award Made this Year
AFFILIATE OF THE YEAR
AWARD
No Award Made this Year

Third Place: Phase 2, Rabun Estates
Subdivision - Charlotte Hinely, GA
Topographic Map
First Place: HETF - Puu Waa Waa
Unit Topographic Site Survey Randy Schrank, AK
Second Place: Boundary & Topo
for 4183 Berkford Circle - Zack
Donnelly, GA
Third Place: Auke Lake Research
Facility Site Survey - Randy
Schrank, AK

First Place: Boundary Survey for
Columbia International University
- Joe E. Frick, Jr., SC
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Member Updates
Two students from the Saint Paul College Land Surveying Technician program were honored at the annual college Spring Awards
luncheon. Steven T. Page received the Outstanding Student Award
and Karen L. Majewicz the Industrial Award for the program. Gary
E. Schwartzbauer, another student in Land Surveying Technician
program, received the Outstanding Student Award for the Liberal
Arts department for his achievements in general education classes.
William Brown, Hennepin County Surveyor, alumni of the college, and advisory committee member, also attended the luncheon
and assisted with the awards presentation. The plaques honoring
the students were donated by the Capitol Area Land Surveyors Association.
Twelve students are graduating from the program in May 2010,
with either AS degrees or certificates

Outstanding Student Award Winner, Steven Page
(left) and Industrial Award Winner, Karen Majewicz
(right).

TrigStar Results
By Janele Fowlds, LS, Bolton & Menk, Inc.
Great news! Chapter One had two students place at the State level of TrigStar.
1st Place - Marshall High School, Duluth: Pingbo Yang, 18:15 - 100%
2nd Place - Marshall High School, Duluth: David Anderson, 23:05 - 100%
3rd Place - Mankato West High School, Mankato: Katelyn Goettl, 34:21 - 100%
Marshall High School from Duluth had a cumulative score of 831, which beat Mankato West by 1 point for the
traveling trophy!
The State prizes are sponsored by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors, http://www.mnsurveyor.com/. I hope
to see everyone next year at the TrigStar event ? It?s scheduled for Thursday, March 10, 2011! Watch for a full report from
Rob Roberts on this year?s TrigStar event in the Fall issue of Minnesota Surveyor.

Upcoming Events- For registration and full event details, please visit our website at www.mnsurveyor.com.
Date

Event

Location

July 29-30, 2010

MSPS Summer Meeting, sponsored by Chapter 6

Treasure Island

July 29-30, 2010

MSPS July Board of Directors Meeting

Treasure Island

Sept 10, 2010

MSPS September Board of Directors Meeting

TBA

Dec 3, 2010

MSPS December Board of Directors Teleconference

TBA

Dec 10, 2010

MSPS Winter WorkshopOverview of the Public Land Survey by Rod Squires

Doubletree Hotel Minneapolis
Park Place

Jan 14, 2011

MSPS January Board of Directors Meeting

Ewald Consulting

Jan 26-28, 2011

MSPS Annual Meeting in St. Cloud***

St. Cloud Civic Center

***

We are now
accepting proposals
to speak at the 2011
MSPS Annual
Meeting in January!
Please visit
www.mnsurveyor.com
to submit your proposal.
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Letters to the Editor
Letter to the Editor
by Mike Welling
Thanks for publishing my article in the Minnesota Surveyor. I noticed that both of the sketches within the article were
altered. On Figure 1, Sketch of the 1963 Certificate of Survey, the South Line of the North 50' of G.L. 3 is dropped down so
it appears to be about 150' south rather than 50' south. It also exaggerates the distance that the line appears to lie south of the
bay.
The location of the south line of the north 50' relative to the south end of the bay is an important issue in this dispute. The
two sketches were included at similar graphic scales to help the readers understand the relationship between the two surveys,
and between the bay and the south line of the north 50'. Hopefully the readers will still get the gist.
On Figure 2, Sketch of RLS No. 62, the east line of Tract K was omitted and the road appears to be part of Tract K. I also
noticed that the bullet point symbols were omitted from the "Lessons to Be Learned" section.
Thanks,

Editors Note:
Upon checking our information against a fax sent by Mr.
Welling, it was discovered that
the sketches had been damaged
in the email transmission. Mr.
Welling subsequently added new
detail to the sketches, which are
provided at left, in their revised
form.
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Letter to the Editor
by David J. Meyers
I appreciated the three excellent
articles in the Spring 2010 Minnesota
Surveyor magazine, which were written in response to my article on Torrens
Law. I think an important function of
the Surveyor magazine is to foster discussion on questions facing the survey
industry.
In reply to Washington County
Surveyor Michael J. Welling’s article on
the In re Hauge Decision, I think Mr.
Welling makes several very good suggestions. I particularly agree on the need
for attorneys representing applicants in
Torrens matters to work closely with
their surveyor. It makes no sense to register title to a bad legal description. In
fact, almost all of the Title Registrations
in which I am involved are done to solve
boundary problems. I particularly agree
on the need to set judicial landmarks as
part of each original Title Registration.
In jest and with utmost respect I will
respond to Mr. Welling’s question about
the involvement of the Title Examiner
in issuing Certificates of Title based
upon the RLS. The Title Examiner does
not issue Certificates of Title (that is the
Registrar’s job). And the Examiner has
no involvement in the RLS process.
The County Surveyor is responsible
for the RLS as part of the subdivision
process. Minnesota Law provides that
an RLS “shall be approved in the manner required for the approval of subdivision plats, . . .”. (Minnesota Statutes §
508.47).
Mr. John Freemyer’s and Clinton
McLagan’s articles in the decision in the
Romain v. Stael case have much merit.
This is an unpublished case, but many
surveyors believe the Court did not follow basic survey rules in making its decision.

My response is two-fold. First, I am
not a fan of the proportional measurement surveys because surveyors do not
explain what they are doing in the survey to their customers or lawyers. Proportional measurement surveys result in
a calculated position of a lost corner and
line. It is not an exact location. But, customers and their lawyers treat the line as
an exact boundary. Neighbor boundary
problems and sometimes lawsuits needlessly result when the surveyor fails to
explain the problems encountered in
doing the survey, and what the proportionate measure survey intends to provide the customer. Proportional measurement surveys are needed in some
cases. This should be the last resort, and
I hope surveyors always explain to their
customers what they have done to determine the line.
Second, surveyors need to appreciate a fact in today’s world about lawyers
and Judges. Most lawyers and Judges
have little practical experience with real
estate law.
More than 20 years ago, title companies began to dominate the real estate
industry. This was a benefit to customers, mortgage companies, and in the end,
lawyers. But, the consequence is that a
large number of lawyers have no training beyond the first year of law school in
real estate law. They have a basic understanding of a purchase agreement and,
hopefully, with complex legal descriptions they know enough to get a survey,
although I doubt they know what they
are looking at when they review the survey. Where do Judges come from? They
are lawyers.
When you are dealing with lawyers,
or if you are unfortunate enough to be
facing a Judge in the District Court, it is
highly likely that you as a surveyor know
more about real estate law than either

the lawyers or the Judge. Never assume
that a Judge understands your technical
survey argument.
This is not to say that lawyers or
Judges are not smart or are doing a bad
job. If you spend any time in Minnesota
courtrooms, you will discover that the
overwhelming number of cases in front
of a Judge involve family law or crime. A
Judge’s expertise needs to be in the field
of criminal law and family law. There are
not enough real estate and survey cases
for a Judge to develop an expertise.
As a result, sometimes Court decisions are frustrating to surveyors. I find
that when a Court is faced with a difficult real estate (and particularly a survey) question, the Court may defer to
the county surveyor, title examiner, or
other seemingly neutral person with real
estate experience.
The lawyers who argued and Judges
who decided the classic cases, such as
Chan v. Brandt and Barrett v. Perkins,
had an in-depth and practical knowledge of real estate and survey law. The
Judges and lawyers with that knowledge
are gone. Judges and most lawyers today
have different skills.
David J. Meyers, Esq.
Rinke Noonan
1015 West St. Germain Street, Suite 300
P.O. Box 1497
St. Cloud, MN 56302
Phone: (320) 251-6700
Fax: (320) 656-3500
Direct Dial: (320) 656-3512
Email: Dmeyers@Rnoon.com
©2010, Rinke Noonan and David J.
Meyers, St. Cloud, Minnesota.
David J. Meyers is certified as a Real Property
Law Specialist. He is the Sherburne County
Examiner if Titles. He teaches Boundary Law
class at St. Cloud State University.
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Viva GNSS & TPS
Viva TPS

Viva GNSS

Viva Controllers & Software

Leica Viva — It does not get more versatile.
Introducing Leica Viva — a new generation measurement system that
combines the latest state-of-the-art technologies into an unrivalled
portfolio of total stations, GNSS receivers, system controllers and
onboard software. Encompassing innovative, feature-rich functionality with
a new, modern and ergonomic design, Leica Viva is easier and more intuitive
to use than any of its predecessors, yet it does not compromise on speed
and precision.

For more information, contact your local Leica Geosystems representative:
Chris Rotegard n 612-385-6067 n chris.rotegard@leicaus.com
www.leica-geosystems.us
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LeicaViva_Wisconsin.indd
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Firm Member Directory
Advance Survey & Engr

Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

James Parker
5300 South Hwy 101
Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 474-7964

Lee Brown
311 Division Street West
Maple Lake, MN 55358
(320) 963-6900

Nate Stadler
2638 Shadow Lane, Ste 200
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 448-8838

Arro Land Surveyors, LLC

Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

PO Box 7, 609 Minnesota Ave
Walker, MN 56484
(218) 547-3797
Arro of Park Rapids, LLC

Thomas Miller
718 First Street East, PO Box 232
Park Rapids, MN 56470
(218) 732-5772
www.arrollc.com
Arro of the North, LLC

David Serrano
825 3rd Ave., PO Box 1271
International Falls, MN 56649
(877) 563-2776
www.arrollc.com
BDM Consulting Engrs & Surveyors

11040 183rd Circle NW, Suite A
Elk River, MN 55330-2846
(763) 441-0877
www.bdmce.com
BDM/Consulting Engrs & Surveyors

134 Roosevelt Shore Dr. NE
Outing, MN 56662
(651) 334-8413
www.bdmce.com
BDM/Consulting Engrs & Surveyors

Dennis Honsa
60 Plato Blvd East, Suite 140
St. Paul, MN 55107
(612) 548-3140
www.bdmce.com
Boerhave Land Surv.

James Boerhave
14243 Mitoka Cir NE
Prior Lake, MN 55372
(952) 445-9154
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308-9322
(320) 252-0409

Dennis D. Pederson
13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308
(763) 262-8822
www.bogart-pederson.com
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Aaron Mages
140 First Ave N, PO Box 434
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
(507) 794-5541
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Joe Haefner
219 North Main St.
Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4738
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Francis DeSchepper
2040 Highway 12 East
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 231-3956
C.E. Coulter & Associates, Inc.

John Peterson
1103 W Burnsville Pkwy, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 808-9500
C.R. Winden & Assoc.

Charles Winden
2380 Wycliff Street, Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 731-7702
Clark Engineering Corporation

Rory Jenson
35 South Park Avenue
LeCenter, MN 56057
(507) 238-4482

Jonathan Gustafson
621 Lilac Drive North
Minneapolis, MN 55422-4609
(612) 545-9196
http://www.clark-eng.com

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.

2730 Ford St.
Ames, IA 50010
(515) 233-6100
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Dan Thurmes
200 East Chestnut St, Ste B100
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969

Peter Blethen
1960 Premier Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171
www.bolton-menk.com

Duffy Engineering & Associates, Inc.

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Jason Rud
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200
www.egrud.com

Craig Johnson
7533 Sunwood Dr, Ste 206
Ramsey, MN 55303
(763) 433-2851
bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Ric Williams
12224 Nicollet Avenue
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-0509

350 Highway 10 South
St. Cloud, MN 56304
(320) 259-1234
E.G. Rud & Sons Inc

E.G. Rud & Sons, Inc.

Kurt Nelson
255 Hwy 7 E., Suite 2
Hutchinson, MN 55350
(651) 361-8200
www.egrud.com
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Firm Member Directory
Egan, Field & Nowak, Inc.

Houston Engineering, Inc.

Kemper & Associates, Inc.

Lee Nord
1229 Tyler St. NE, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 466-3300
www.efnsurvey.com

Mark Deutschman
6901 E Fish Lake Rd, Ste 140
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 493-4522
www.houstoneng.com

Mark Kemper
721 Old Highway 8 NW
New Brighton, MN 55112
(651) 631-0351
www.kempersurveys.com

Engineering Design & Surveying, Inc.

Hult & Hebeisen, P.A.

Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

Vladimir Sivriver
6480 Wayzata Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55426
(763) 545-2800
www.edsmn.com

Dale Hebeisen
PO Box 37
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 464-3130

Sam DeLeo
11 North 7th Avenue, Suite 100
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 259-1266

I&S Group, Inc.

Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

Fischer Land Surveying

Russ Halverson
1415 Town Square Lane
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 331-1500
www.is-grp.com

Lake Country Land Professionals

Daniel Fischer
212 4th Ave., P.O. Box 66
Langdon, ND 58249
(701) 256-5728
www.fischerlandsurveying.com
Floan-Sanders Engineering

1600 Central Ave. NE
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(218) 773-1185
Folz, Freeman, Erickson, Inc.

I&S Group, Inc.

Daniel Stueber
1409 North Riverfront Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651
www.is-grp.com

Timothy Freeman
12445 55th St. N., Suite A
Lake Elmo, MN 55042
(651) 439-8833
www.ffe-inc.com

Oliver Surveying & Engineering

Hakanson Anderson Associates

Jones, Haugh & Hosfield

Charles Christopherson
3601 Thurston Ave.
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 427-5860
www.hakanson-anderson.com
Jeff Langan
208 4th St. E.
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
(218) 681-2951
Houston Engineering Inc
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John Hosfield
415 West North Street
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-4598
Jones, Haugh And Smith

Houston Engineering

Curtis Skarphol
1401 21st Ave. N.
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5065
www.houstoneng.com

580 Dodge Avenue
Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072
www.oliver-se.com

John Schulte IV
515 S. Washington Ave.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 373-4876
Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson

Ross Wamre
1505 S. 30th Ave., PO Box 96
Moorhead, MN 56560
(218) 287-0300
www.kljeng.com

1120 Industrial Park Rd. SW
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 829-5333
www.kldland.com
Charles Allen
3701A Hwy. 60 West
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 332-7449
Landform

Jonathan Pittmann
105 Fifth Ave S, Ste 513
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2537
(612) 252-9070
www.landform.net
Lot Surveys Co

Gregory Prasch
7601 73rd Ave N
Minneapolis, MN 55428
(763) 560-3093
Loucks Associates

Paul McGinley
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505
www.loucksassociates.com
Massey Land Surveying & Engrg

Richard Massey
PO Box 100
Kasson, MN 55944
(507) 634-4505
www.masseylandsurveying.com
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McCombs Frank Roos Assoc.

O’Malley & Boe Land Surveyors

Sunde Land Surveying, LLC

14800 28th Ave N, Ste 140
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 476-6010
www.mfra.com

Benjamin O’Malley
328 3rd St SW
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 235-4012

McGhie & Betts

Otto Associates

Lenny Carlson
9001 E Bloomington Freeway, Suite #118
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-2455
www.sunde.com

Mark Geffers
1604 Riverview Ln
Northfield, MN 55057
(507) 645-0964
McGhie & Betts Inc

Mark Severtson
1648 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 289-3919
www.mcghiebetts.com
Moore Engineering

Jeffry Volk
925 10th Ave E.
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-4692
Moore Engineering

Christopher Heyer
1808 E. Fir Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-3974
(218) 998-4041
www.mooreengineeringinc.com
Northern Engineering & Consulting,
Inc.

Terry Freeman
111 S. 6th St., P.O. Box 292
Walker, MN 56484
(866) 547-1296
Northern Engineering & Consulting,
Inc.

George Coulombe
207 Fourth Street NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 444-4860
Olsson Associates

6600 France Ave S., Ste 230
Edina, MN 55435
(952) 941-0477
O’Malley & Boe Land Surveyors

370 Chapel Hill Rd., Suite 105
Cold Spring, MN 56320
(320) 685-5905

Paul Otto, Ed Otto
9 West Division St
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727
www.ottoassociates.com
Rehder & Associates, Inc.

Alvin Rehder
3440 Federal Drive, Ste 110
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 452-5051
www.rehder.com
Salo Engineering, Inc.

David Salo
4560 Norway Pines Place
Hermantown, MN 55811
(218) 727-8796
www.saloeng.com
Sathre-Bergquist Inc.

David Pemberton
150 S. Broadway Ave.
Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000
www.sathre.com
Sibley Surveyors Inc.

Avery Grochow
335 Main Avenue, PO Box 988
Gaylord, MN 55334
(507) 237-5212
SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Ulteig Engineers

David Landecker
1041 Hawk St., PO Box 150
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-0150
(218) 847-5607
www.ulteig.com
Ulteig Engineers

Michael Cannon
5201 E River Rd., Ste 308
Minneapolis, MN 55421
(763) 571-2500
www.ulteig.com
Ulteig Engineers

Bradley Danielson
3350 38th Ave S.
Fargo, ND 58104
(701) 237-3211
www.ulteig.com
Ulteig Engineers

Robert Kummer
5701 S. Corporate Pl
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-5007
(605) 323-2306
www.ulteig.com
W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Woodrow Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S. Ste 228
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055

Dean Dusheck
One Carlson Pkwy,, Ste 150
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010
www.srfconsulting.com

Wallace Buckler LS

Stonemark Land Surveying Inc.

Westwood Professional Services

Patrick Trottier and Cynthia Hidde
P.O. Box 874
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
(218) 568-4940

Craig Morse
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-5150
www.westwoodps.com

Wallace Buckler
N. Lake Shore Dr, PO Box 144
Crosby, MN 56441
(218) 546-6375
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Firm Member Directory
Westwood Professional Services

Widseth Smith Nolting - Bemidji

Widseth Smith Nolting - Rochester

Christopher Hoglund
423 Laurel St
Brainerd, MN 56401-3524
(218) 829-1751
www.westwoodps.com

315 - 5th St NW
PO Box 398
Bemidji, MN 56649-0398
(218) 444-1859
www.wsn-mn.com

6301 Bandel Rd NW, Ste 301
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 292-8743
www.wsn-mn.com

Westwood Professional Services

Widseth Smith Nolting-Brainerd/
Baxter

Douglas Rude
717 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 288-6464
www.yaggy.com

Nate Carlson
3701 12th St. N, Suite 206
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 253-9495
www.westwoodps.com
Widseth Smith Nolting

610 Fillmore St
PO Box 1028
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 762-8149
Widseth Smith Nolting

Brian Hoffart
216 South Main St
Crookston, MN 56716
(218) 281-6522
www.wsn-mn.com
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7804 Industrial Pk Rd/Box 2720
Baxter, MN 56425
(218) 829-5117
www.wsn-mn.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Grand Forks

2715 South Washington St.
PO Box 14546
Grand Forks, ND 58208
(701) 795-1975
www.wsn-mn.com

Yaggy Colby Assoc.

Yaggy Colby Assoc.

Joel West
2020 Silver Bell Rd., Suite 4
Eagan, MN 55122
(351) 681-9040
www.yaggy.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Red Wing

2440 Harrison St
Red Wing, MN 55066
(651) 388-2443
www.wsn-mn.com
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Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Aero-Metric, Inc.

Frontier Precision

Leica Geosystems

Bob Swanson
13400 68th Ave N
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(763) 420-9606
www.aerometric.com

Steve Richter
2852 7th St. N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 654-6511
Fax (320) 654-6520

Jennifer Bumford
5051 Peachtree Corners Circle, Ste 250
Norcross, GA 30092
(800) 367-9453
www.leica-geosystems.com

Ayres Associates
Daryl Sather
9808 Robin Oak Road
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 270-3175
www.ayresassociates.com

Berntsen International, Inc.
Tim Klaben
PO Box 8670
Madison, WI 53708-8670
(608) 249-8549
www.berntsen.com

8039 24th Ave S
Bloomington, MN   55425
(952) 698-3077
www.frontierprecision.com

Leica Geosystems Inc
Chris Rotegard
4107 158th Street West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(651) 322-6668
www.leica-geosystems.us

Harrison Marker Co.
Ellen Johnson
Box 66
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445
www.harrisonmarker.com

Coming Soon!
A new book from Professor Rod Squires
A Striking Triumph of Geometry
Over Physical Geography:
Vignettes of the Public Land Surveys

This book is a compilation of Rod’s articles for
Dis-Closures and the Minnesota Surveyor over
the course of 15 years, from 1992 through 2007.
Written primarily for land surveyors, the material
provides a context for your work on a particular
line or point as well as providing information that
can assist in retracement and remonumentation
work.
Watch for a special pre-order form soon!

A state-wide property law resource.
Innovators in resolving boundary,
title defect and land use problems.
Achieving team-approached solutions with
surveyors and other land resource professionals.

David J. Meyers

Kurt A. Deter

Sherburne County
Examiner of Titles
dmeyers@rnoon.com
D/L: 320 - 656 - 3512

Water and
Environmental Law
kdeter@rnoon.com
D/L: 320 - 656 - 3505

John C. Kolb

Gary R. Leistico

Water Law,
Land Use and
Municipal Law
jkolb@rnoon.com
D/L: 320 - 656 - 3503

Environmental and
Criminal Law
gleistico@rnoon.com
D/L: 320 - 656 - 3518

www.rnoon.com
320-251-6700
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