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From the President
Henry D. Nelson

The MSPS Board of Directors held a shortened meeting
in August during the 2011 Summer Meeting that was sponsored by Chapter One in Fairmont, MN. Hats off to Chapter
One – Well Done! The Board Meeting was busy as usual with
a lot of issues addressed:
Annual Meeting

Excitement continues to grow in anticipation of the 60th
Annual Meeting of MSPS, moving back to the Twin Cities
for 2012. The Annual Meeting Committee has been busy
preparing for the event at the Ramada Mall of America (the
old Thunderbird Hotel) February 15-17, 2012. The program
is almost complete and the Committee is now planning to
focus on both sales of space to Sponsors and marketing the
event. Bonnie Young with Ewald is doing a fantastic job in
her work with the planning committee.
The goal is to make this event bigger and better than ever
by providing innovative professional development opportunities and technical programs in a setting that will encourage
attendees to bring their entire family. The nearby attractions
such as the Mall of America, Sea Life Minnesota Aquarium
and Water Park of America will provide many opportunities
for family fun.

Another potential cost saving
program is to publish the Minnesota Surveyor magazine in an electronic format as default,
while still allowing members to “opt-in” to receive printed
copies. This would save up to an estimated $7,000 per year in
printing and postage.
Also under consideration is raising membership dues.
The last time dues were raised was 2006. We understand the
difficulty that this option may present, so we hope that the
other options will minimize the increase. This combination
of targeted spending cuts along with a small revenue increase
will bring the budget under control.
Definition of Land Surveying

Denny Honsa has compiled comments received from
members in response to an email blast requesting input, and
will submit two working drafts to the Board of AELSLAGID
for review.
Public Relations Committee

Budget

The budget continues to be a hot topic of discussion and
Paul Vogel and Eric Ewald have been scratching to reach a
balanced budget. After much discussion, a motion passed to
not renew the current contract with Messerli & Kramer P.A.
for lobbying/monitoring when the contract expires at the end
of September. This savings of $25,000 per year is a huge step
in getting to a balanced budget. This can be relatively harmless because:
1. Our current contract with the lobbyist covers only monitoring activities before the legislature; lobbying services
are extra.
2. The courts have the greatest effect on land surveying, not
the legislature.
3. The full amount of our dues would be deductible as a
business expense. (That portion of dues paid toward lobbying expenses is non-deductible.)
An Ad Hoc Committee is being considered to monitor
legislation for bills that may affect land surveyors. Consid4

eration is also being given to the
possibility of having ACEC’s legislative lobbyist provide monitoring services for MSPS.

Virginia Winberg made a presentation to the Board citing her goals as the new Chair of the Public Relations Committee. She said her focus would be on increased recruitment
and involvement of members. Additional thoughts consisted
of:
•

More work with TrigStar;

•

Industry awareness through press releases;

•

Possibility of speaking at the League of Minnesota Cities
annual conference to raise awareness of surveying issues
and MSPS.

MSPS YP (Young Professionals)

Virginia Winberg has taken over leadership of the YP.
The social events/networking meetings, study groups and
monthly meetings have been very positive and a great source
of networking with young surveyors interested in the surveying profession — our future leaders. Virginia will be speaking
to students at St. Paul College, Dunwoody, and St. Cloud
State University over the next few weeks to introduce YP,
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rally support, and to gain the interest of students. Check out
MSPS YP on Facebook.
Summer Meeting

The Summer Meeting held the weekend of August 19
was a great event and well attended. Business and Committee
Meetings were held; golf was played (I even pulled out my old
clubs. I think I was rustier than they were); the bell ringing
competition was fierce; the educational sessions were informative; old friends met and new friends were made.
Other Work in Progress:

•

Re-writing the “Benefits of MSPS membership.”

•

John Freemyer and others continue to work on re-writing
Report 4.

•

The Historical Committee has found a new home for its
surveying display booth at the Anoka County Historical
Museum.

•

Ted Kemna continues working with families to establish
Final Point monuments.

•

The Board Development committee has been successful
in finding new Board members for vacancies.

•

MACS has completed scanning more than 300,000 pages
of historical survey notes from the PLSS.

My last comment is again to suggest to all to get involved
in MSPS — it wouldn’t be the respected organization it is
today without the support and involvement of its members.
The time spent on committees and attending chapter meetings goes a long way to building relationships and meeting
new people. MSPS is an organization of Minnesota surveyors
for Minnesota surveyors.
Respectively submitted,
Henry D. Nelson
Land Surveyor
President MSPS
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From the MSPS Executive Director
Eric P. Ewald, CAE

You and Your Association: Continuing a
Long Tradition in the United States
I recently attended the annual conferences of the Association Management Company Institute (AMCI) and the
American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) in St.
Louis, MO. Yes, there really does seem to be an association
for everything... Both of these organizations set professional
standards and provide a host of services to those in the association management community. These organizations are to
me as your associations are to you.
While in St. Louis with more than 5,000 association
management professionals in attendance, I was energized by
the dedication and enthusiasm of others for the work they
do for their organizations. Association members, volunteers
and staff have been carrying on this important work since the
founding of our republic and they have a proud history in the
United States.

of our social and political fabric.
Benjamin Franklin wrote, “All
who think cannot but see there
is a sanction like that of religion
which binds us in partnership in
the serious work of the world.”
These words, too, point to an
American spirit to work voluntarily for a common good.
There are many things we can do on our own, or maybe
within our own families or our own businesses. But there are
many complex social, economic and political challenges that
would be more difficult without the work of associations. Associations of individuals who share a common profession,
trade or really any interest can provide more for themselves
and society at large by sharing resources such as information,
training, research, education, networking and other services.
On public policy issues associations can often speak louder,
more clearly and more effectively with one voice to represent
a particular opinion and pursue desired ends.

Alexis de Tocqueville was one of the first to identify and
document the work of associations in his 1831 visit to America. de Tocqueville was sent by France to study American prisons, of all things. During his trip he wrote, “Wherever at the
head of some undertaking you see the government in France,
or a man of rank in England, in the United States you will
be sure to find an association.”1 de Tocqueville wrote extensively about his findings in the United States and identified
the nonprofit sector as “one of the most distinctive and critical features of American life.”2 He also wrote, “In democratic
countries the science of association is the mother of science;
the progress of all the rest depends upon the progress it has
made.”3

Yes, there are associations and non-profits for virtually
everything — more than 90,000 of them in 2009, according to the American Society of Association Executives, logging more than 200 million volunteer hours. We can all be
a part of carrying forward this proud tradition. Get and stay
involved, volunteer when you are able and honor the special
culture that your association has helped create around your
professional community.

1.

Salamon, Lester M., America’s Nonprofit Sector: A Primer,
Second edition. Pages 1-2. March, 1999. Foundation Center,
New York.

de Tocqueville’s words point to the important work of
associations and other voluntary organizations in the creation

2.

Ibid, page 7.

3.

Ibid, page 15.

End Notes

Calendar of Events
September 15: MSPS Chapter 2 Meeting, Crookston. Includes Final Point Dedication for Lloyd Ofstedal,
Business Meeting, and Dinner.
September 15: MSPS Chapter 6 Meeting, Timber Lodge Steakhouse, Bloomington.
December 16: MSPS Winter Seminar, Doubletree Hotel – Minneapolis Park Place
February 15-17, 2012: MSPS Annual Conference, Ramada – Mall of America, Bloomington
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From the NSPS Governor
Chris Ambourn

The American Congress on Surveying and Mapping
(ACSM) is no more. That was the decision made by the
ACSM board of directors at the ACSM conference in July.
The process of transferring all of ACSM’s assets and liabilities
to NSPS is underway.
This decision was not made lightly and all leaders within
NSPS understand that we have a lot of work to do now to
rebuild and publicize the image and mission of NSPS.
As we move forward it is likely that the governance structure of NSPS will stay relatively the same, perhaps with the
addition of board of directors and governors positions that
can better accommodate leadership positions for members
who do not necessarily consider themselves land surveyors,
such as geodesists and other geo-spatial professionals.
It is also likely that the name of the organization will
change. For some, the name National Society of Professional
Surveyors sounds too exclusive and does not represent the full
scope of work of our members and potential members. For
others, NSPS holds value in that, at least today, it does accurately represent the work of some 30,000-40,000 people.
Some will lament this event, many will be ambivalent. I
view this as the first step in re-inventing the organization that
represents land surveyors at the national level. Our profession is changing and it is fitting that our national organization
changes as well.
Despite these dramatic events, hard work is still being
done by NSPS. On Capitol Hill, NSPS is monitoring a number of pieces of proposed legislation including a proposal to
raise the small business revenue limit from $5 million to $19

million. Also, NSPS continues to
fight to repeal the part of a bill
that was made law which imposes a 3% mandatory withholding
on professional services on government contracts. This part of
the bill goes into effect in 2013
unless repealed.
Unfortunately, the LightSquared issue still looms. The
FCC is reviewing the comments it received in July and can
make a decision at any time. There is wide opposition to
the proposal within Congress and most government agencies — but as you may know, the FCC is not regulated by
Congress, only funded by them. The FCC is composed of
administrators, not scientists, and so there is no reason to believe their decision will be scientifically rational. The fact that
both LightSquared and the GPS community stand to lose billions of dollars and that the president is pushing for expanded
broadband coverage will both factor heavily on their decision.
NSPS and the other members of the Coalition to Save our
GPS are still encouraging all GPS users — but especially high
precision users like ourselves — to email or better yet try to
visit with our Congressional representatives while they are
here at home during the recess. Many of our state legislators have recently sent letters in support of the LightSquared
proposal to expand rural broadband that are based on a lot
of LightSquared propaganda and misinformation and dismiss
the impact that it will have on GPS users. This is highly disappointing, since many of these legislators represent agricultural
districts where the impact will be felt heavily by farmers as
well. If you have the opportunity to educate and straighten
them out, please do.

MSPS Appoints New Public Relations Chair
MSPS recently appointed Virginia Winberg of EVS,
Inc., Chair of the organization’s Public Relations Committee.
Virginia Winberg is a Land Surveyor in Training (LSIT) and
Senior Survey Technician with EVS, Inc., located in Eden
Prairie. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Geography at
Bemidji State University and has completed a Certificate in
Land Surveying from St. Cloud State University. Prior to her
career in land surveying, Virginia worked as a GIS techni-

cian for the USDA Farm Service Agency. In addition to being
an active member of MSPS Chapter 6 and the Capital Area
Land Surveyors Association, she is co-founder of the MSPS
Young Professionals group. In her spare time Virginia is an
active gardener and photographer. Winberg’s duties as Chair
will include developing publicity on behalf of the Society for
its activities and programs.
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Advertise in the Minnesota
Surveyor!
More than 700 members of the surveying community in Minnesota read the
award-winning Minnesota Surveyor magazine. Advertising in the magazine is a great
way to reach that audience!
2011 ADVERTISING RATES:
1/3 page (4.5” wide x 4.75” high)..... $113.74
1/2 page (7.5” wide x 5” high).......... $154.88
2/3 page (4.5” wide x 10” high)........ $199.65
Full page (7.5” wide x 10” high)........ $290.40
Back Cover (7.5” wide x 5.25” high).$199.65
SUSTAINING MEMBERS receive
a 20% Discount!
Deadline for our next issue
(Winter 2012):
November 15 for December publication

Contact Laurie Pumper at the MSPS Office,
lauriep@ewald.com or (651) 290-6273 for
more information. Please send ads via email,
preferably in pdf format, to Laurie Pumper
at lauriep@ewald.com.

Index of Advertisers
Berntsen Survey Markers .................. 12
Frontier Precision ............................. 5
Harrison Marker Co ............ Back Cover
Leica Geosystems ........................13, 22
Clinton McLagan Attorney at Law.... 26
Rinke Noonan ................................. 27
Trimble ............................................. 2

2012 MSPS Annual Conference –
Bigger and Better Than Ever!
After careful consideration the conference committee and the board
of directors has made the decision to move the annual conference back to
the Twin Cities for 2012 and 2013. The event will be held at the Mall of
America–Ramada Hotel and Conference Center, February 15-17, 2012.
The goal is to make this event better than ever by providing innovative
professional development opportunities in a setting that will encourage attendees to bring their entire family. Yes — it will likely be cold outside, but
indoor attractions will provide many opportunities for family fun.
Committee Members:
Terry Freeman (chairman)
Rick Bloom
Tony Blumentritt
John Freemyer
John Hosfield
Ed Otto
Rod Squires
Paul Voge
Bonnie Young (Ewald Consulting)

Exhibitors:

Watch for the Exhibitor Prospectus for our expanded
tradeshow to arrive in your mail this October.

Mall of America–Ramada Hotel &
Conference Center Amenities:
Indoor heated pool with whirlpool
Inviting poolside bar

Free high-speed wireless Internet throughout the hotel
Complimentary shuttle to Mall of America
Plenty of free guest parking

Onsite full-service restaurant

Access to dozens of restaurants within a five-mile radius

For more information about advertising
with MSPS, contact Laurie Pumper
at (651) 290-6273
or email lauriep@ewald.com
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Access to many family-oriented activities nearby, including
Mall of America, Water Park of America, Sea Life Minnesota
Aquarium (at Mall of America), historic Fort Snelling and the
Minnesota Zoo
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MSPS Summer Meeting Recap

By Joe Haefner, LS, Chapter 1 President; Janele Fowlds, LS, Chapter 1 Secretary; and Warren P.
Smith, LS, Summer Meeting Golf Committee Chair
MSPS Chapter 1 (Pioneer Land of Southwestern Minnesota) hosted the 2011 Summer Meeting in Fairmont, Minnesota, on Friday, August 19 and Saturday, August 20. There
were 33 registered participants. The breakdown of the participation within each event:
Friday and Saturday Tech
Sessions: 20; Friday Barbeque: 55; Friday Golf:
28; Saturday Golf: 8; Saturday Pontoon Boat Tour
of Fairmont Lakes: 5
Technical
sessions
were available to attend
both Friday and Saturday
morning (5 PDHs total).
The technical speakers —
John Freemyer, Rick Morey, Don Borcherding and

Rod Squires — all did a great job! They all volunteered their
time and all those who attended really appreciated their efforts.
The barbeque on Friday night was held at the Fairmont
Yacht Club and the golfing events were held at the Interlaken
Golf Club in Fairmont. Frontier Precision Inc. sponsored all
the beverages at the Friday night barbeque; many thanks to
them!
The events at the 2011 Summer Meeting raised $560
for the MLS Foundation and $86 for Chapter One’s TrigStar
program.
The Chapter One members who served on the Summer
Meeting Planning Committee all deserve a big thank you!
Warren Smith, Joe Haefner, Peter Blethen, Mike Eichers and
Janele Fowlds all did a great job. Janele’s husband Chad and
Mike’s wife Donna also get a big thank you; they were instrumental in making the barbeque a great success!

Above: Don Borcherding as Andrew Talcott speaks about steamship lines and military roads during Minnesota's territorial
days. Below: relaxing at the Friday night barbeque.
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Summer Meeting Recap, continued from page 9
Surveyor Olympics

The results of the Surveyor Olympic events were:
Golf Cart Golf: First Kari Glienke, Second Joe Haefner

Pounding Contest: First Chris Ambourn, Second Marcus Hampton
Tripod Speed Contest: First Dave Alm (50 seconds), Second Charlie Christopherson (1minute 16 seconds).
Charlie Christopherson donated four Minnesota Twins
tickets at the Friday night barbeque to be raffled off. The raffle
raised $100 to be donated to the MLS Foundation.
Golf — Friday, August 19

In the 9-hole Scramble Tournament for Couples and
Men, 28 participants took part in a scramble format tournament. The winners of the Couples tournament were Peter and
Nancy Blethen, shooting a 42.
The
Men’s
scramble
tournament was tied with
39s. Dave Knutson
and Warren Smith
tied Luke Kranz and
Ben Madson. The
winning team was
decided by scorecard
handicap with the

team of Luke Kranz and Ben Madson winning on the second
handicap hole. First Place trophies were awarded to each of
the winning teams.
Several “On Course” optional games took place during
the Friday Tournament.
Mulligans: Two mulligans per team were available for
purchase at $5 each. The mulligans allowed each team to take
two additional shots during the 9-hole competition. The extra shots could be used by either person and could be used
anywhere except putting. All 14 teams elected to purchase the
mulligans. The $140 raised was donated to the MLS Foundation.
“Skins Game:” An optional “Skins” game was also offered for $10/team. The Couples game was separate from the
Men’s game. All teams participated in this event, resulting in a
“Skins Pot”
of $70 for
both
the
Couples
and Men’s
Teams.
Upon
completion of the
9-hole tournament,
cash is paid

Above: Nancy and Peter Blethen. Below: Some of the Golf Cart Golf contestants
get off to a fast start. Left to right: Joe Haefner, Dave Alm, Don Borcherding.

Above: The Pounding Contest turned
into a real fun event for the spectators
and the swingers! It raised $185 for
the MLS Foundation. Chris Ambourn (above left), Marcus Hampton
(above right) and Lenny Carlson took
enough $1 swings to get up to 235.
They ended up recruiting financial sponsors which kept the swings
coming!
10
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Summer Meeting Recap, continued from page 10

back to any team with the lowest score on each of the holes.
If two or more teams tie for the low score on each hole, there
is no winner on that particular hole. The value of each “Skin”
is determined by the $70 in the “Skins Pot” divided by the
number of holes “won.”
The results in the Couples Tournament were two skins,
each worth $35. Joe Haefner and Kari Glienke won one skin
and Gary Stevenson and Connie Villari won the other. Connie donated $15 of her winnings to the MLS Foundation.
The men’s game resulted in eight of the holes tied and only
one outright winning team: Charlie Christopherson and
Craig LaTulip. Both Charlie and Craig donated their winnings ($70) to the MLS Foundation.
Proximity Markers: Additional “On Course Proximity Events” took place during the scramble tournament. $20
Gift Certificates were presented to the following participants:
Long Drive for Women – Kari Glienke; Long Drive for Men
– Lenny Carlson; Closest to the Pin/Women – No Winner;
Closest to the Pin/Men – Don Borcherding; Long Putt for
Women – Janele Fowlds; Long Putt for Men – Aaron Mages.

Putting Contest

Upon completion of the Scramble Tournament, a putting contest was held on the putting green with the proceeds
to be split among any participants “holing” a “one putt” and
the Chapter 1 TrigStar Event held each spring. A position is
marked on the green a considerable distance from the selected
hole. The position is also chosen to be as devious as possible
so as to make the putt less likely.
One putt cost $1, and five putts cost $3. Competitors
could putt as often as they wanted. To set up the course, Warren Smith paid $10 and proceeded to miss the putt 16 times.
To Warren’s satisfaction, the suitable position had been chosen. This would be a reasonable challenge for anyone to make
the putt. Connie agreed to run the competition. The very
first competitor was Dave Knutson. Having just witnessed
perhaps the best putter he has ever seen miss 16 putts in a
row, Dave decided he would only contribute $3 for his five
putts. Dave’s very first putt went in the hole. He said, “How
hard was that??” Connie and Warren couldn’t believe he made
the putt. Warren looked at Dave and said, “If you can make
that putt, everyone will be able to make it. If it’s that easy,
I’m moving the starting line back 10 feet.” Which he did.
Dave said, “Do I have to pay again? I still have four putts
left.” The next putt rimmed the hole. The next one went
in the hole again. Unbelievable.
Over the course of the next two hours, as the remaining golfers completed their round, approximately 300
more attempts were made at that same putt, and the only
person to make the putt was Dave Knutson. A total of
Continued on page 12

Above: Attendees listen intently during the technical sessions.
Below: Luke Kranz and Ben Madson with their first place trophy
for the Men’s 9-hole golf tournament.

The weather, sights and company were great on the
Pontoon Boat Tour of the Fairmont Lakes. Shown
above: the Martin County Court House.
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Summer Meeting Recap, continued from page 11

$171 was raised with half of the pot ($86) going to TrigStar
and half the pot ($85) going to Dave Knutson, arguably the
best putter at the 2011 Summer Golf Outing at Interlaken
Golf Club in Fairmont. A special thank-you to Kari Glienke,
who single-handedly attempted at least 50 of the putts. Note:
Dave Knutson later donated $50 of his winnings to the MLS
Foundation.
Golf — Saturday, August 20

In the 18-hole Tournament for the Member Traveling Trophy, eight participants took
part. A wide range of scores from the 80s into
the 110s were posted. The Callaway Handicap Scoring System was used to determine the
Net Score. After the handicaps were applied,
the net scores of all golfers were in the 70s.
Gary Stevenson, the defending champion,
and Perry Zieske, were tied at 74. The winner was decided by scorecard handicap with
Perry Zieske recording a birdie on the No. 1

12

handicap hole. Gary presented the Traveling Trophy to Perry
Zieske, with instructions on “engraving” his name on the
Trophy and a commitment from Perry to attend next year’s
Summer Meeting to defend his title. A separate winner’s trophy was also presented to Perry Zieske.
A social hour was held at the Golf Club after the tournament was completed, hosted by Chapter 1, during which
time the “On Course Proximity Events” were awarded: Long
Drive for Men – Warren P. Smith (short but
in the fairway); Closest to the Pin/Men –
Perry Zieske; Long Putt for Men – Warren
P. Smith.
In the “Skins” competition, a pot of $50
was split five ways with each skin worth $10.
Perry Zieske, Don Borcherding and Marcus
Hampton each won one skin and Gary (the
“Hat”) Stevenson won two skins.
At left: Perry Zieske with trophies

Fall 2011 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2011 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

Fall 2011 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2011 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

13

An Inventory and Description of the Deputy Surveyors’
Contracts in the Minnesota History Center1
By Rod Squires, University of Minnesota
Introduction

A variety of textual and cartographic records relating to
the public land surveys in Minnesota are housed in the Minnesota History Center, St. Paul.2 This article describes a small
portion of those records, the collection of contracts awarded
to deputy surveyors who carried out the fieldwork.
Unfortunately, the collection contains only a few of the
contracts awarded to approximately 300 deputies in the 60
years during which the surveys were carried out in Minnesota
and so probably does not represent the variety of these particular surveying records. The first contract is dated 1881 and
the last 1907, and the collection does not include all the contracts awarded during the period 1881-1907 so, with exceptions, concerns only those surveys carried out in the northern
portion of the State.3 The manner in which the few contracts
have been stored, however, enhances the value of this modest
collection. Most are stored in folders accompanied by additional documents relating to the contract. So, contracts are
accompanied by the special instructions under which the deputy was to carry out the work described in the contract, the
oaths, bonds, and affidavits that were required to be made by
the deputy to whom the contract was awarded, and even miscellaneous letters relevant to a particular contract. Some folders (those containing contracts for subdivisions, for example)
contain sketches of the township exterior lines.4 Interestingly,
the collection also contains folders in which there are no contracts but only “special instructions.”5 Together, the collection
of contracts and
“special instructions” provide
a rich source of
information for
the last 20 years
of the public
land
surveys
in Minnesota.
(Figure 1) In
addition to the
contracts and
“special instruc-

Figure 1. Surveys completed after 1880.
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tions” themselves, the MHS collections contain indexes to
the contracts and “special instructions,” and other records
that either provide information about a particular contract or
“special instructions” or that reference a contract or “special
instructions.”
Contracts/“Special Instructions”

All individuals who worked as deputy surveyors in Minnesota carried out their work under a contract or “special instructions.” From 1847, when the first survey lines were run
west of the St. Croix River, in what would become Minnesota
Territory two years later, until 1857, these contracts/“special
instructions” were awarded by the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa who was responsible for the surveys in a
surveying district statutorily established in 1838. From 1857
until 1908, when the surveys in Minnesota had been completed, the contracts/”special instructions” were awarded by
the Surveyor General of Minnesota, an office created by Congress in 1857.
It would be difficult to overstate the importance of contracts. For practical purposes, a contract started the surveying
process, binding the federal government and a private individual together for a particular period of time for a particular
purpose. Moreover, a contract provides a thread that ties together all other surveying records.6 (Figure 2)
Generally speaking, contracts were awarded to survey lands the Surveyor General regarded as the most desirable and hence those that would sell fairly quickly if ex-

Figure 2. The relationship between contracts and
other surveying records.
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posed to public auction. As Surveyor General John F. Norrish
wrote in his annual report dated July 27, 1889,
The settlers on unsurveyed lands in the northern part of the
State have continued during the past year to urge their requests
for the survey of the townships in which they are located. Most
of these townships are covered with timber or forests, a large
proportion of which has no commercial value, but the land
when cleared is reported to be valuable for agricultural purposes.
I am satisfied from the best and most reliable information I
can obtain that the survey of a large number of townships in
northern Minnesota is needed for the benefit of actual settlers,
and that such surveys would advance the settlement of the
country and materially aid in the development of the resources
of this State.7

Contracts were awarded to accomplish various surveying goals: to run correction lines, standard parallels, or guide
meridians; to establish township exteriors; and to subdivide
townships.8 A number were awarded to establish township
exteriors and then to subdivide the township.9 Some were
awarded to retrace or otherwise correct lines that had already
been run. Some specifically mentioned the work was to include meanders, others did not. Some were awarded to subdivide American Indian reservations.10 Each contract contained:
the name of the contracting surveyor, the date the contract
was issued, the date the fieldwork was to be completed, a description of the survey work to be done, the rate of pay, the
estimated cost of the survey, and the source of the money to
pay for the work.11
“Special instructions,” on the other hand, were issued to
survey land that individuals requested be surveyed or to correct errors discovered in the work performed under a previous contract. In the first case, the individuals concerned were
responsible for paying for the cost of the surveys, hence such
surveys were generally called deposit surveys.12 Often, these
“special instructions” gave legal effect to an agreement that
had already been reached between individuals and a particular
deputy to survey particular tracts of land and merely needed
the approval of the Commissioner of the General Land Office.13 Virtually all islands were surveyed without the benefit
of a formal contract; what the deputy was to do was spelled
out in the “special instructions.” In a letter to Representative
George C. Hazelton dated Feb. 3, 1882, the Commissioner
of the General Land Office, N. C. McFarland, explained the
procedure for such surveys,
In the matter of the survey of small islands, there are instructions
of a general character, which are as follows; In order to bring
the question of the disposition of islands properly before this
office, it will be necessary first to have the same surveyed, and

to that end application for survey may be presented to me for
consideration, describing particularly the location of the island
or islands with reference to the adjoining public surveys; also
stating the area and character of the same, and illustrating the
position by a rough diagram.
On receipt of the application referred to, if the island or islands
are considered surveyable, steps will be taken to have the same
surveyed, and when surveyed the lands will be disposed of
under existing laws and regulations.14
The Minnesota Historical Society Collections

The contracts/“special instructions” are housed in two
collections.15
1. Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota
Series Title: Contracts for Surveys, 1857-1907.16
Location: 111.E.10.1B.

2. Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.
Series Title: Letters received and sent.17
Location: 111.E.9.7B Box 8.

The first named is the most useful collection, consisting
of ten folders that contain the actual contract or “special instructions” along with miscellaneous documents relating to
the contract or “special instructions.” Each folder contains
various materials for a different time period such as the contract and special instructions that necessarily accompanied it
to guide the deputy, or the “special instructions”; the forms
required by law to be completed before an individual could be
awarded a surveying contract; any maps that would help the
deputy in his work, including a copy of a portion of the relevant certified township plat or a diagram showing the township exteriors already established; letters of various kinds,
including those from the deputy to the Surveyor General requesting an extension of time needed to fulfill the contract;
and the forms to be completed by the deputy and his assistants at the end of the contracted work.
The second collection does not contain any contracts but
merely letters concerning the surveys of Indian Reservations,
1886-1900.
There are three volumes that index the contracts awarded
to deputies in Minnesota.18
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1. Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.
Series Title: Record of Contracts and Instructions for
Surveys, 1857-1865.
Location: 111.E.10.1B. 19

The volume contains a list of contracts awarded between
June 22, 1857 and June 15, 1865. The material is arranged
first, by fiscal year, beginning with the fiscal year ending June
30, 1858, and then chronologically. This would appear to be
a workbook rather than an official record book. In the volume are the name of the deputy surveyor, the date the contract or instructions were issued, the tract to be surveyed, the
date the survey notes were returned to the surveyor general’s
office, and dates the plats and transcripts were transmitted to
both the General Land Office in Washington, DC, and the
local land office.
2. Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.
Series Title: Record of Contracts and Instructions for
Surveys, 1874-1907.
Location: 112.D.2.8F(ov.)

The volume, which appears to be an official record and is
titled Record of Contracts for Surveys of Public Lands in Minnesota showing progress of same and condition of office work pertaining thereto, contains a list of contracts awarded July 13,
1874-July 17, 1907. The comprehensive information for each
contract is tabulated in several columns across two pages and
includes not only details of the contracts but details about all
the office work in the Surveyor General’s office. (Figure 3)
3. Agency:
Minnesota. Secretary of State.
Series Title: Land survey field notes. 21
Location: 113.H.4.4F-2.

Name of contractor
Date of contract
Date of expiration of contract
Township & Range line
Subdivision T & R
When returned to Surveyor General Office
Original Plat. Date of Completion
Commissioner’s Plat. Date of Completion
Original Transcript. Date of Completion
Date of Transmission to G.L.O.
Date of Approval by Comm. G.L.O.

A large leather letterbook titled Record. Surveys of Public
Lands in Minnesota contains information from 1847 to 1891.
The information in it is divided into three sections:
1. Pages 1-16, Record of Town Lines lists, chronologically,
the deputies who were awarded contracts to establish
township exteriors from May 22, 1847 until May 26,
1880. Information includes the name of the deputy, the
date of contract, and a description of the work. There are
also columns for number of miles and price per mile but
no other information is recorded.
2. Pages 34-174. A tabular list of contracts awarded to deputies to subdivide townships arranged geographically by
Range and Township. Information includes the name of
the deputy, the date of the contract, and a description of
the work. There are also columns for number of miles
and price per mile but no information is recorded.
3. At the back of the volume are three lists labeled “Miscellaneous Surveys” containing a record of Commissions
issued to Deputy Surveyors 1891-1896 and the area of
surface water bodies in the area governed by the 5th
Principal Meridian, dated September 1886, and in the
area governed by the 4th Principal Meridian.
There is no index for the “special instructions.” There
are, however, some petitions for land to be surveyed and letters, some handwritten and some printed, requesting that a
particular island or township be surveyed, in the following
collection:22
Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.
Series Title: Miscellaneous Records.
Location: 111.E.9.10F.23

Register’s Plat. Date of Completion
Register’s Des. Sheet. Date of Completion 20
Date of Transmission to Local land Office
Record Transcript. Date of Completion
Record Des. Sheet. Date of Completion
Surveyors’ Accounts
Date of Transmission to G.L.O.
Amount
Estimated Amount of Contract
Remarks

Figure 3. Information contained in Record of Contracts
16
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The Contractual Process

To appreciate the documents accompanying the contracts
and “special instructions” in the MHS collections, some understanding of the process through which the surveyors general awarded contracts or issued “special instructions” during
the period from 1881 to 1907 is necessary. During those 20
years, the Commissioners of the General Land Office issued
four sets of Instructions describing the process.24 Here, I describe only the process of awarding contracts laid out in the
Instructions of 1881.
1. Surveyor General sends commission to individual.25
2. The individual accepts commission in writing, pledges
oath of allegiance appropriately notarized, posts two
copies of a bond along with the affidavits of his guarantors (sureties) for his performance and sends them to the
Surveyor General who first certifies them, files one, and
sends the other to the Commissioner of the General Land
Office.26 (The surveyor general was to keep a record of all
the commissions, letters of acceptance, and oaths.)
The individual can now be awarded a contract.27
3. The Surveyor General awards a contract to the individual, sends it to the Commissioner of the General Office
in Washington, DC, for his approval — which seems to
have been rarely withheld — and gives the deputy special
instructions and any relevant maps.28 Interestingly, in the
contract the deputy was given the authority to substitute
other townships for the ones listed if he found that townships or portions of townships could be not be surveyed.
In such cases he was to give preference “to those (townships) upon which settlement has been made, or toward
which settlement is tending.” 29 Subsequently, he would
be required to justify all substitutions and “if subsequent
investigation should prove that the substitution was unnecessary and should not have been made, payment for
the survey of such substituted townships will not be
made.”30 The Instructions also described how the deputy
should establish meanders and survey islands.31

During the fieldwork there was often correspondence between the Surveyor General and the deputy.
The Relationship Between the Contracts/“Special
Instructions” and Other Surveying Records

Since the contracts underlie the surveying process, as depicted in Figure 2, all surveying records — whether they
actually make reference to the contracts or not — relate
to them. Specific documents in various MHS collections,
however, make reference to a specific contract. To understand the relationship between the contractual material
described here and those records requires an understanding of what happened after the deputy completed his
contract.
1. The deputy completes fieldwork, returns field notes and
any annotated diagrams to the Surveyor General.
2. Clerks in the Surveyor General’s office transcribe and
check the field notes and diagrams, and draftsmen compile township exterior diagrams or township plats and
descriptive sheets.
3. Copies of the plats and field notes, and the deputy’s account are sent to Commissioner of the General Office
Washington, DC, to be checked and approved. Copies
of the township plats and descriptive lists are sent to the
local land district office.
Each deputy awarded a contract or “special instructions”
was to keep a detailed record of what he did and saw in a
notebook.32 Thus, each volume of field notes contains details
of the work carried out under a particular contract. Each volume of the field notes contains the names of the deputy surveyor and his assistants, the date of the contract, the date the
survey was begun and completed, affidavits attesting to the
accuracy of the survey, and the surveyor general’s certification
of the accuracy of the copied notes compared to the original.
The Instructions of 1881 contained the following directive:33
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The field notebooks are stored in two collections at the
Minnesota History Center,

table stating who carried out the surveys and when, and the
date of the contract under which they worked. (Figure 4)

1. Agency:
Minnesota. Secretary of State.
Series Title: Land survey field notes. 34

In addition, many plats contain notations in which the
Surveyor General certified the a plat of an island surveyed
under “special instructions.” (Figure 5)

These notes are generally considered to be the “original”
notes made by the deputies although they are probably transcribed copies.35
2. Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.

Series Title: Land survey field notes. 36
These notes are generally considered to be copies of the
transcribed notes.
However, this collection contains what appears to be the
original field notes for island surveys and the original field
notes for Indian reservations.37
The data contained in the field notes were used by draftsmen in the surveyor general’s office to create a township plat.
Each plat (a result of one, two, or more contracts) contains a

The plats are stored in one collection at the Minnesota
History Center,
Agency:
Minnesota. Secretary of State.
Series Title: Land survey plats.39
Perhaps the most useful of all documents in understanding the contracts in the MHS collections are the letters that
were sent by and to the Surveyor General of Minnesota concerning all aspects of the surveys. These letters are stored in
one collection.
Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.
Series Title: Letters received and sent.40
This collection contains the letters received in the Surveyor General’s office in St. Paul (1857-1907) regarding surveys

Figure 4.Table showing details of the persons carrying out the fieldwork in T155N R25W 5th Principal Meridian

Figure 5. Certification of Island Plat.38
18
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in Michigan and Minnesota and copies of the letters sent by
the Surveyor General of Minnesota relating to the surveys in
Michigan (1854-1857) and in Minnesota (1857-1908).41 The
letters, most of which have been pasted into letterbooks, relate
to all aspects of surveying in Minnesota and in parts of Michigan.42 Letters to and from the Commissioner of the General
Land Office comprise the bulk of the correspondence. Many
letters to and from deputy surveyors deal with the contracts
they were awarded along with instructions for carrying out
the surveys, how they were to be paid, any extension of the
contractual deadlines, and any problems with their work.
One box in the correspondence materials contains documents of relevance to the contracts/“special instructions.”
Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.
Series Title: Letters received and sent.
Location: 111.E.9.7B Box 8. 43
These letters, which unlike other letters, are not incorporated into the letterbooks, undoubtedly contain information
relevant to the contracts and “special instructions” described
here. There are three folders: Letters received 1857-1899,
Letters received 1900-1901, and Letters received 1902-1907.
This box also contains two collections that relate specifically
to contracts and “special instructions,”
1. Oaths and Surety Bonds, 1861-1907. One folder.44
Oaths from various deputies awarded contracts, letters of
appointments (commissions), and letters from sureties.
All relate to specific contracts although they rarely spell
out precisely which contracts they concern.

Agency:

United States. Office of Surveyor General of
Minnesota.
Series Title: Surveyors’ Accounts.46
Location: 111.E.10.1(B)
Conclusion

Although only a few contracts awarded to the deputy surveyors are stored in the MHS collections, the way they have
been stored enhances their value to anyone interested in the
public land surveys. They, and the accompanying documents,
provide a rich source of information about the last 20 years
of the surveys in Minnesota. In conjunction with the other
materials that make particular reference to specific contracts,
these records can tell a story of the last surveys in Minnesota.
End Notes
1

Research for this article was made possible by the Minnesota
Department of Transportation Contract No. 89261, Work
Order No. 266.

2

The Minnesota Historical Society has produced an inventory
of these records: Kinney, Gregory and Lydia Lucas. A Guide
to the Records of Minnesota’s Public Lands (St. Paul. Minnesota
Historical Society, Division of Archives and Manuscripts,
1985) available at http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/pdf/MN_
public_lands_records.pdf. Many of the records in the guide are
described in more detail by the various finding aids listed in the
Historical Society’s Library Catalog.

3

I don’t know why so few of these documents, particularly those
relating to the surveys carried out 1857-1881 when they were
managed by the Surveyor General of Minnesota, are to be found
in the Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) collections. Nor
do I know why so few from the period 1847-1857, when the
surveys were managed by the Surveyor General of Wisconsin
and Iowa, are to be found in the collections although some
of the contracts, or perhaps copies of the contracts, were
forwarded to the first Surveyor General of Minnesota, Charles
L. Emerson. On October 30, 1857, for example, Warner Lewis,
Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa, wrote to Emerson
stating that he was sending several contracts “in compliance
with the request contained in your letter of 1st inst.”

4

There is no information stating why and when the contracts
were archived in this manner. How these documents have been
organized and cataloged is a function of the organization of the
entity whose records are being preserved, in this case the Office
of the Surveyor General of Minnesota. How these documents
are stored is a function of the organization that is storing the
material, in this case the Minnesota Historical Society. The
MHS must archive materials according to access, use, and
storage considerations — how much use the material will

2. Survey Bids. One folder containing three printed invitations for proposals to carry out surveys dated February
5, 1889; May 25, 1906; and July 17, 1906, along with
several responses from surveyors.45
A final collection of documents relevant to those that are
the focus of this article is the accounts of deputies for surveys
carried under contracts or “special instructions” from 18801884, and 1896-1906. Arranged chronologically by date the
contract or “special instructions” were issued, the documents
include the name of deputy, the date of contract or “special
instructions,” a description of the area to be surveyed, the
type of survey, the rate of pay, the total cost of survey, and the
date the contract/“special instructions” were approved by the
surveyor general.

Continued on page 20
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get, what space is available for storage, and what preservation
concerns exist for the documents, for example. The MHS stores
the public land survey records in boxes labeled with numbers
that refer to its storage location. In the case of the documents
described in this article the relevant storage boxes contain
either labeled folders, which indicate the folders’ contents,
each folder of which may contain other labeled folders, and/
or bound volumes. Importantly, for users of the records, boxes
may contain documents that relate to different parts of the
organization creating the records. The box containing the
Contract and Special Instructions described here, for example,
also contains Accounting Records.
5

6

7

Note the use of the quotation marks, which is to make a
distinction between “special instructions” issued in lieu of a
contract, and the special instructions that usually accompanied
contracts. There are, then, contracts and “special instructions”
that authorized a deputy to carry out the surveying work and
general instructions and special instructions that directed the
deputy how to carry out the work.

14 National Archives. Letters Sent by the General Land Office to
Surveyors General, 1796-1901. Microcopy No. 27 vol. 27 p. 1.
15 See supra note 4.
16 Finding aid available online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/
findaids/ussg04.pdf.
17 Finding aid available online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/
findaids/ussg07.pdf.
18 I do not know when these volumes were created or the
relationship between them. They index more contracts than are
to be found in the MHS collections but I do not know whether
they index all contracts awarded in Minnesota.

Seemingly, three copies of each contract were made. One copy
was given to the deputy, one was filed in the Surveyor General’s
office, which, depending on the date it was executed, was either
the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa or the Surveyor
General of Minnesota, and one was sent to the Commissioner
of the General Land Office in Washington, DC. In theory
then, there should exist today at least two copies of all contracts
awarded to deputies in Minnesota, one either in the Iowa State
Historical Society collections in Des Moines or the MHS
collection in St. Paul, and one in the National Archives in
Washington, DC.

19 Note that this volume is contained in the same box as the
contracts and “special instructions” described above.

H.Exec.Doc.1 51st Congress, 1st Session Serial No. 2724.
P.350. In this article, since I am describing records dating to the
period 1881-1907, I have restricted my research and references
to that period of time.

23 Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/
ussg08.pdf p. 4.

8

One contract was awarded to extend the 4th Principal Meridian
north of Lake Superior.

9

By the 1870s, deputies were being awarded contracts to establish
and subdivide townships, see Surveyor General Baker’s annual
report for 1875 found in H.Exec.Doc.1 44th Congress, 1st
Session Serial Set No. 1680, p.189.

10 After the Act of April 8, 1864, surveys of land in Indian
reservations became part of the regular public land surveys
and were carried out through contract with the appropriate
Surveyor General. The surveys of the reservation boundaries,
however, were made under contract with either the Surveyors
General or the Commissioner of the General Land Office.
White, C. Albert, A History of the Rectangular Survey System
(Washington, DC, Government Printing Office, 1983) p.135.
11 Most contracts were financed by annual appropriations from
Congress.
12 There were, of course, various requirements for such surveys.

20

13 After 1862 all contracts had to be approved by the
Commissioner of the General Land Office. Apparently, all
“special instructions,” under which land was surveyed at the
application of interested parties, some of whom had settled
on the land, had to be approved. There are several “special
instructions” in the MHS collections that were “disapproved.”

20 Des. Sheet is an abbreviation for descriptive sheet, see finding
aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg05.
pdf.
21 Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/
secst025.pdf p. 10.
22 The documents also include the field notes of George A. Ralph
who was working under a contract dated April 4, 1894.

24 Instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to
the Surveyors General of the United States Relative to the Survey
of the Public Lands and Private Land Claims. (Washington,
DC, Government Printing Office. 1881) Available in the
MHS collections, see United States. Office of Surveyor
General of Minnesota, Miscellaneous Records, 1857-1907
Location 111.E.9. 7. Also available online at http://babel.
hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015006972528.
Manual
of Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the Public Lands of
the United States and Private Land Claims (Washington,
DC, Government Printing Office, 1890) available online at
http://ia700401.us.archive.org/8/items/cu31924004466128/
cu31924004466128.pdf. Manual of Surveying Instructions for
the Survey of the Public Lands of the United States and Private
Land Claims (Washington, DC, Government Printing Office,
1894) available online at http://ia700306.us.archive.org/34/
items/manualofsurveyin00unit/manualofsurveyin00unit.pdf.
Manual of Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the Public Lands
of the United States and Private Land Claims (Washington, DC,
Government Printing Office, 1894) available online at http://
books.google.com/books?id=g3siAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA1&sourc
e=gbs_selected_pages&cad=3#v=onepage&q&f=false.
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25 Instructions 1881 p. 14.

38 Squires, supra note 4, 35.

26 Ibid.

39 Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/
secst026.pdf. Since the plats have been digitized and are now
online at http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/glo/, the originals
may not be available to the public.

27 Ibid, p. 16-17.
28 In reality, the deputy made the bond and the Surveyor General
awarded the contract at the same time. After 1896 the contracts
and bonds form one document.
29 Instructions 1881 supra note 24 p. 16.
30 Ibid, p. 17.
31 Ibid, p. 33-35.
32 These field notes were later transcribed and copies sent to the
Commissioner of the General Land Office in Washington, DC,
see Rod Squires, “The field notebooks of the deputy surveyors
in Minnesota” Minnesota Surveyor 17, 2 (Summer, 2009) 1925.
33 Instructions 1881 supra note 23 p. 42.
34 The notebooks are stored in 51 boxes. A finding aid for these
records is available online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/
findaids/secst025.pdf.

40 Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/
ussg07.pdf.
41 The act establishing the office of the Surveyor General of
Minnesota directed the individual appointed to close down
the office of the Surveyor General of Michigan, transfer the
surveying records to the Michigan State authorities, and open
an office in St. Paul.
42 There are other letters in the MHS collections that are not posted
in these letterbooks. Rather obvious are those that accompany
the contracts and the “special instructions” described here and
the petitions and letters requesting surveys.
43 Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/
ussg07.pdf p. 5.
44 After 1896, contract No. 41, both the contracts and bonds
were included in a single document.

35 These are the notes that have recently been digitized see http://
www.mngeo.state.mn.us/chouse/GLO/fieldnotes/index.html.

45 I do not know when and why the United States started awarding
contracts via sealed bids.

36 One box. A finding aid for these records is available online at
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg06.pdf.

46 Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/
ussg03.pdf p. 4.

37 Online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst025.pdf
p. 6-8 and at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst025.
pdf p. 9-10.
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Dennis Honsa
60 Plato Blvd East, Suite 140
St. Paul, MN 55107
(612) 548-3140
www.bdmce.com

Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308-9322
(320) 252-0409

Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Lee Brown
311 Division Street West
Maple Lake, MN 55358
(320) 963-6900

Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Dennis D. Pederson
13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308
(763) 262-8822
www.bogart-pederson.com

Joe Haefner
219 North Main St.
Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4738

Rory Jenson
35 South Park Avenue
LeCenter, MN 56057
(507) 238-4482

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

2035 County Rd D East, Suite B
Maplewood, MN 55109
(651) 704-9970
C.E. Coulter & Associates, Inc.

John Peterson
1103 W Burnsville Pkwy, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 808-9500
C.R. Winden & Assoc.

Charles Winden
2380 Wycliff Street, Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 731-7702
Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.

2730 Ford St.
Ames, IA 50010
(515) 233-6100

Dan Thurmes
200 East Chestnut St, Ste B100
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Duffy Engineering & Associates, Inc.

Peter Blethen
1960 Premier Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Craig Johnson
7533 Sunwood Dr NW, Ste 206
Ramsey, MN 55303
(763) 433-2851
bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Barry Dorniden
350 Highway 10 South
St. Cloud, MN 56304
(320) 259-1234
E.G. Rud & Sons Inc

Jason Rud
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200
www.egrud.com
E.G. Rud & Sons, Inc.

Ric Williams
12224 Nicollet Avenue
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-0509

Kurt Nelson
255 Hwy 7 E., Suite 2
Hutchinson, MN 55350
(651) 361-8200
www.egrud.com

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Egan, Field & Nowak, Inc.

Nate Stadler
2638 Shadow Lane, Ste 200
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 448-8838
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Lee Nord
1229 Tyler St. NE, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 466-3300
www.efnsurvey.com

Chris Ambourn
2040 Highway 12 East
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 231-3956
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EVS Inc.

I&S Group, Inc.

Fischer Land Surveying

I&S Group, Inc.

Hakanson Anderson Associates

Jones, Haugh & Hosfield

Henry Nelson
10250 Valley View Road, Ste. 123
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 646-0236
www.evs-eng.com
Daniel Fischer
212 4th Ave., P.O. Box 66
Langdon, ND 58249
(701) 256-5728
www.fischerlandsurveying.com
Charles Christopherson
3601 Thurston Ave.
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 427-5860
www.hakanson-anderson.com

Hayes Surveying & Mapping

Russ Halverson
1415 Town Square Lane
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 331-1500
www.is-grp.com
Daniel Stueber
1409 North Riverfront Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651
www.is-grp.com
John Hosfield
415 West North Street
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-4598

Jones, Haugh And Smith

Maureen Hayes
18 Brandon Ln
Grand Marais, MN 55604
(218) 681-2951

John Schulte IV
515 S. Washington Ave.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 373-4876
www.jhseng.com

Houston Engineering

Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson

Jeff Langan
208 4th St. E.
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
(218) 681-2951
Houston Engineering Inc

Curtis Skarphol
1401 21st Ave. N.
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5065
www.houstoneng.com

Houston Engineering, Inc.

Mark Deutschman
6901 E Fish Lake Rd, Ste 140
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 493-4522
www.houstoneng.com
Hult & Hebeisen, P.A.

Dale Hebeisen
PO Box 37
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 464-3130
www.hultmn.com
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Ross Wamre
1505 S. 30th Ave., PO Box 96
Moorhead, MN 56560
(218) 287-0300
www.kljeng.com
Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

James Kramer
1120 Industrial Park Rd. SW
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 829-5333
www.kldland.com
Loucks Associates

Paul McGinley
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505
www.loucksassociates.com
Massey Land Surveying & Engrg

Richard Massey
PO Box 100
Kasson, MN 55944
(507) 634-4505
www.masseylandsurveying.com

McGhie & Betts

Mark Geffers
1604 Riverview Ln
Northfield, MN 55057
(507) 645-0964
McGhie & Betts Inc

Mark Severtson
1648 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 289-3919
www.mcghiebetts.com
Moore Engineering

Jeffry Volk
925 10th Ave E.
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-4692
Moore Engineering

Christopher Heyer
1808 E. Fir Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-3974
(218) 998-4041
www.mooreengineeringinc.com
Oliver Surveying & Engineering

Rick M. Blom
580 Dodge Ave
Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072
www.oliver-se.com
Otto Associates

Paul Otto, Ed Otto
9 West Division St
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727
www.ottoassociates.com
Rehder & Associates, Inc.

Alvin Rehder
3440 Federal Drive, Ste 110
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 452-5051
www.rehder.com
Salo Engineering, Inc.

David Salo
4560 Norway Pines Place
Hermantown, MN 55811
(218) 727-8796
www.saloeng.com
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Sathre-Bergquist Inc.

Wallace Buckler LS

David Pemberton
150 S. Broadway Ave.
Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000
www.sathre.com

Wallace Buckler
N. Lake Shore Dr, PO Box 144
Crosby, MN 56441
(218) 546-6375
Westwood Professional Services

Sibley Surveyors Inc.

Avery Grochow
335 Main Avenue, PO Box 988
Gaylord, MN 55334
(507) 237-5212

Craig Morse
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-5150
www.westwoodps.com

SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Westwood Professional Services

Matthew Hansen
1 Carlson Pkwy., Suite 150
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010
www.srfconsulting.com

Christopher Hoglund
423 Laurel St
Brainerd, MN 56401-3524
(218) 829-1751
www.westwoodps.com

Stonebrooke Engineering Inc.

305 Stonebrooke Court
Shakopee, MN 55379
(952) 402-9202

Stonemark Land Surveying Inc.

Patrick Trottier and Cynthia Hidde
P.O. Box 874
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
(218) 568-4940
Sunde Land Surveying, LLC

Lenny Carlson
9001 E Bloomington Freeway, Suite #118
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-2455
www.sunde.com
W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Woodrow Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S. Ste 228
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055

Westwood Professional Services

Nate Carlson
3701 12th St. N, Suite 206
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 253-9495
www.westwoodps.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Alexandria

Bryan Balcome
610 Fillmore St
PO Box 1028
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 762-8149
www.wsn.us.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Crookston

Widseth Smith Nolting - Bemidji

Scott Buxton
315 - 5th St NW
PO Box 398
Bemidji, MN 56649-0398
(218) 444-1859
www.wsn.us.com

Widseth Smith Nolting Brainerd/Baxter

Chad Conner
7804 Industrial Pk Rd/Box 2720
Baxter, MN 56425
(218) 829-5117
www.wsn.us.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Grand Forks

Chris Jordheim
2715 South Washington St.
PO Box 14546
Grand Forks, ND 58208
(701) 795-1975
www.wsn.us.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Red Wing

240 Harrison St
Red Wing, MN 55066
(651) 388-2443
www.wsn.us.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Rochester

6301 Bandel Rd NW, Ste 301
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 292-8743
www.wsn.us.com

Garrett Borowicz
216 South Main St
Crookston, MN 56716
(218) 281-6522
www.wsn.us.com

Available From the MSPS Office:
MLSA/MSPS History, 1953-2003 50th Anniversary • $35 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book One • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book Two • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
Public Land Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods • $24.30 (Members or Nonmembers)
Report 1: Public Land Survey in Minnesota • $14.73 (Members or Nonmembers)
Additional publications and pins are also available!

Use the secure online payment system at www.mnsurveyor.com or
call the office at (651) 203-7256 to get an order form.
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Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Aero-Metric, Inc.

Miles Strain
13400 68th Ave N
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(763) 420-9606
www.aerometric.com

Ayres Associates

Daryl Sather
9808 Robin Oak Road
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 270-3175
www.ayresassociates.com

Berntsen International, Inc.
Susan Norby
PO Box 8670
Madison, WI 53708-8670
(608) 249-8549
www.berntsen.com

Frontier Precision
Steve Richter
2852 7th St. N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 654-6511
Fax (320) 654-6520

8039 24th Ave S
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 698-3077
www.frontierprecision.com

Harrison Marker Co.
Ellen Johnson
Box 66
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445
www.harrisonmarker.com

Leica Geosystems Inc
Chris Rotegard
4107 158th Street West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(612) 385-6067
www.leica-geosystems.us

RDO Integrated Controls
Fred Meyer
9201 East Bloomington Freeway
Bloomington, MN 55420
(612) 386-8490
www.rdointegratedcontrols.com
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