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From the President
Henry D. Nelson
The October 13 MSPS Board of Directors meeting was
busy as usual, with a lot of issues addressed.
The 60th Annual Meeting of MSPS at the Ramada
Mall of America (the old Thunderbird Hotel) February 1517, 2012 is set. Sponsors are signing up, speakers have been
scheduled and it is shaping up to be bigger and better than
ever. Congratulations and thank you to the Annual Meeting
Committee and Ewald Consulting for all your efforts. Besides the events at the meeting, the nearby attractions such
as the Mall of America, Sea Life Aquarium and Water Park
of America will provide many opportunities for family fun.
The Awards Committee has contacted the various Chapter Presidents in search of candidates for the Surveyor of the
Year, E.A. Rathbun, Wm. Kelly, and any special awards to be
presented at the Annual Meeting. The Committee also has
filled positions for exiting Board members.
Discussion continued about the proposed legislation
to revise the definition of Land Surveying. Denny Honsa,
chair of the ad hoc committee, has compiled comments
from MACS and members for further discussion before it is
brought to the Board of AELSLAGID for approval and then
on to the Legislature.
Chris N. Ambourn, our NSPS Governor, continues to
monitor LightSquared and to keep members informed of its
status. Testing by GPS technology leaders continues and legislative hearings are transpiring. Another item of concern is
the merger of NSPS and ACSM.
Virginia Winberg and Connie Villari continue to promote the MSPS YP (Young Professionals) group by having by
having networking meetings and creating a Facebook page.
John Freemyer and others have completed the re-writing
of Report 4 and the book has been sent to the printer. Copies
tentatively should be available at the Winter Seminar. Thanks
to John and everyone who helped on this project.
Having not renewed the current contract with Messerli
& Kramer P.A. for legislative lobbying/monitoring, Rick Morey and the Government Relations Committee is considering
steps on how to monitor legislation and courts for items that
may affect land surveyors. We are in the process of finalizing
a contract with Messerli & Kramer for their assistance for
lobbying if needed. A meeting of the Government Relations
Committee on November 14, 2011 resulted in several mem4

bers volunteering to monitor the
legislative bills that are introduced during the legislative session that affect Land Surveyors
— https://www.revisor.mn.gov/
pubs/. The committee will also
rely on the full MSPS membership for notification of potential bills of interest. Clint McLagan has agreed to monitor case law changes and provide updates. He also provided information on how to monitor such
changes:
Every Monday updates are provided on http://mn
courts.gov/?page=433 for Court of Appeals, http://mncourts.
gov/?page=230 for MN Supreme Court. Clint also suggested
petitioning the MSPS Board to pay for at least one subscription to Minnesota Lawyer, which provides updates on case
law, as well as the weekly session publication from the Legislature, which lists the week’s bills separated by category. So, if
surfing the web interests you and you have interest and time
available, it would be a great opportunity to volunteer to help
with this task. I can’t thank Rick enough for his steadfast leadership role as Chairperson.
Other things happening:
•

Draft version of the “Benefits of MSPS membership” is
completed.

•

The Historical Committee has found a new home for its
booth at the Anoka County History Center.

Fall is here; leaves have fallen, ducks are migrating, bucks
are in rut and the construction season is winding down.
My last “view” is to again suggest to all to get involved in
MSPS — it wouldn’t be the respected organization it is today
without the support and involvement of its members. MSPS
is an organization of Minnesota surveyors for Minnesota surveyors.

Respectfully submitted,
Henry D. Nelson
Land Surveyor
MSPS President
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From the MSPS Executive Director
Eric P. Ewald, CAE
With another calendar year coming to an end, the Board
of Directors and staff are busily preparing for a new year for
MSPS. Plans are in full swing for the Annual Meeting, new
leadership coming onto the Board, a new operations plan,
implementation of a new budget, sharpened strategic focus
and membership renewals.
Annual Meeting

Please make plans to join us at this year’s 60th anniversary Annual Meeting, February 15-17 at the Ramada Mall
of America in Bloomington. The Annual Meeting planning
committee has put together another great program full of
valuable technical sessions and this is the one time of the year
you can be with hundreds of your colleagues and suppliers
from around the region. Why you should attend:
•

Sharpen your knowledge by attending the wide variety of
concurrent sessions;

•

Earn 16 PDH credits for your licensure;

•

Get in-depth knowledge at the Wednesday seminar featuring Huck Andreason on Minnesota water boundaries/
Riparian rights and John Matonich on legal description
interpretation;

•

Learn about the latest products and services in the exhibit
hall;

•

Participate in the 18th annual map contest;

•

Fun social events including the Wednesday Ice Breaker
and the MLS auction/event;

•

Network with colleagues.

We look forward to returning to the metro this year and
hope to see you there. Please encourage your vendors to exhibit!
The exhibitor prospectus is available on the MSPS website, as is
all of the registration material
you need.
New Leadership

All members should consider serving in a volunteer leadership position with the Society at some point during their
career in surveying. Participating in the work of a committee
or the Board will help you and/or your staff members develop
leadership skills that will serve well in your work. You will be
networking and “in the know” regarding what is going on in
the profession. You will become appreciated as a leader. That
can set you up for future growth in the association—or other
leadership opportunities. There will be an opportunity to sign
up for committee involvement at the Annual Meeting. You
can also view the current MSPS committees and their respective chairs on the MSPS website. Feel free to call the Chair of
a Committee in which you have interest and volunteer.
Dues Renewals

Membership renewals have recently been sent for 2012.
Please return your renewal promptly to help the Society continue to provide the following benefits to you:
•

Public Relations – The MSPS website at www.mnsurveyor.com has the topics: Having Your Land Surveyed, Your
Continued on page 6

Calendar of Events
January 13: MSPS Board of Directors Meeting, MSPS Office, St. Paul
February 15-17, 2012: MSPS Annual Conference, Ramada – Mall of America, Bloomington
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Executive Director Report, continued from page 5

Land and the Land Surveyor, and Engagement of Land
Surveying Services. The Society also disseminates information about land surveying through various media.
•

•

6

Continuing Education – MSPS’s annual meeting, summer meeting and educational workshops provide members with professional development opportunities and association with fellow surveyors. MSPS offers workshops
to MSPS members at reduced registration rates.
Publications – MSPS makes available to its members an
annual directory of members and publishes annual updates to a compilation of the Minnesota Statutes pertaining to land surveying. MSPS also publishes its quarterly
newsletter, Minnesota Surveyor, to keep members up-todate with surveying issues in Minnesota. In addition, the
society publishes and sells reference books such as: Fant,
Freeman and Madson on Writing Land Descriptions (Note
– all new edition will be available soon!) and Public Land
Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods.

•

Legislation – MSPS monitors Minnesota legislative activity and disseminates information to members. MSPS
represents the legal interests of Minnesota surveyors before the state legislature, state agencies, and the licensing
board. The American Congress on Surveying & Mapping
(ACSM) is your representative for legislation at the national level.

•

National Liaison – MSPS is an affiliate of the National
Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS).

•

Firm Membership – Firm Members are listed on the
MSPS website under the "Locate a Surveyor" button and
are listed in the Minnesota Surveyor. Firm members may
also post employment ads on the website without charge.

We are looking forward to a successful year for MSPS and
appreciate all of the continued support and participation of
the 500+ members of MSPS. Hope to see you in February at
the Annual Meeting!
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From the NSPS Governor
Chris Ambourn
Greetings,
I hope fall has been kind to everyone; I found myself
developing a cautious optimism as it moved along here in
central Minnesota. The phone rang fairly often, the weather
was good, and I filed some plats, which is something I haven’t
done in a long time. I enjoy the fall; it’s the best season to
be outside for work and play. Some people dwell on the approach of winter but I feel like it’s more like a distant appointment on your calendar that you glance at and say, “Oh
yeah, I’ve got winter coming up,” but then immediately forget
about. The construction season wraps up in the fall and even
though that represents most of my work I always feel a guilty
form of relief. Fall feels like a season for rest; the cool weather
and shorter days seem tailored for taking a nap. Birds head
south on vacation and even trees take a break, you can almost
hear their collective sigh as they drop that load they’ve been
holding over their heads all summer. There will probably be
snow on the ground by the time you read this, but I hope
some of that fall optimism still lingers.
Seasonal shifts notwithstanding, our national organization continues to work on our behalf. NSPS legislative monitoring and lobbying has recently helped to repeal a law that
placed a 3% automatic withholding for professional services
on federal contracts. Our efforts to safeguard precision GPS
continues with the Lightsquared situation. The company’s
plan to move to the bottom 10MHz of the allocated spectrum
is in the testing stages with no hard date set for ultimate reso-

lution. Meanwhile, Lightsquared
continues to present misleading
information to state legislators
— and so if you have an opportunity, please educate your local
representatives about the impacts
that the loss of access to precision
GPS would have on you and your community.
I’m sorry to report that progress on restructuring of
NSPS and ACSM has been minimal. However, recently
NSPS and AAGS (American Association for Geodetic Surveying) reached an agreement to join together and form a
unified organization; unfortunately GLIS (Geographic and
Land Information Society) has decided to part ways and will
not be part of further unification discussions. I’ll attend the
fall NSPS meeting in December and hope to see a plan of action that I can forward on to you all.
As always please let me know about any federal or national survey issues or concerns you may encounter so that I
can get them in front of our national organization.

Happy Holidays,
Chris Ambourn, LS
NSPS Governor

NOTICE OF ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING FOR
MEMBERS OF THE MINNESOTA SOCIETY OF
PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS
By order of the MSPS Board of Directors, November 2011
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Business Meeting of the members of the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors (a non-profit corporation) will be held at the Ramada—Mall of America, Bloomington, Minnesota on Thursday, February 16, 2012, at 8:15 A.M. for the following purposes:
1. To elect a President
2. To elect a President-Elect
3. To elect a Secretary
4. To elect three Directors
If you are unable to attend the meeting we invite you to cast your votes on officers and directors by using an absentee
ballot. Please email MSPS Executive Director at erice@ewald.com and a ballot will be promptly provided to you.

Dennis M. Honsa, Secretary
Winter 2011-2012 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2011 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors
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MSPS Annual Meeting Schedule at a Glance
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2012

7:30-8:15 a.m.
8:15-10:15 a.m.
10:15-10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon
Noon-1:00 p.m.
1:00-2:30 p.m.
2:30-2:45 p.m.
2:45-4:35 p.m.
4:35-7:30 p.m.
6:45-9:45 p.m.

Registration & Continental Breakfast
Part 1: MN Water Boundaries/Riparian Rights – Charles “Huck” Andresen
Break
Part 2: Legal Description Interpretation – John Matonich
Lunch
Legal Description Interpretation – continued
Break
Legal Description Interpretation – continued
Ice Breaker and Jam Session
Optional Wednesday Dinner: Kokomo's Island Cafe, Mall of America

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2012

7:30-8:15 a.m.
8:15-9:15 a.m.
9:15-9:45 a.m.

		

Registration, Exhibit Hall Opens, Continental Breakfast
Business Meeting
Break with Exhibitors

Session A

Session B

9:45-10:40 a.m.
A1: Importance of a Strong National
B1: Understanding Grid and Ground
		
Association and its Lobbying Efforts
— Coordinates and Distances
		
John Matonich
Steve Richter
10:45-11:40 a.m.
A2: State Board Update
B2: Frefurbia — Sustainable Land
		
David Landecker
Development Design
			
Rick Harrison
11:45-12:55 p.m.
Lunch, Visit Exhibitors
1:00-1:55 p.m.
A3: 2011 ALTA/ACSM Land Title
B3: Preventing and Resolving
		
Survey Requirements
Business Disputes
		
Curt Sumner
Carolyn Chalmers
1:55-2:20 p.m.
Break with Exhibitors
2:20-3:15 p.m.
A4: Preserving and Distributing MinB4: Strategies for a Successful
		
nesota's Original Field Notes & Plats
Surveying Business
		
John Hoshal
John Matonich
3:20-4:15 p.m.
A5: Retracement Surveys and
B4: Continued
		
Retracement Surveyors		
		
Ron Murphy		
4:15-6:30 p.m.
Exhibitor Reception and MLS Foundation Auction

Session C

C1: Accuracy and Precision
Chris Rotegard

C2: The New NAD83 (2011)
Adjustment in MN
Dave Zenk
C3: Data: Acquisition, Collaboration, Management & Extraction
Steve Richter
C4: Status and Use of LiDAR Data
in Minnesota
Tim Loesch
C5: Streamlining Survey Workflows Using GIS
John Mackiewicz & Justin Hansen

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2012

7:30-8:00 a.m.

		

Registration & Continental Breakfast

Session A

Session B

Session C

8:30-9:25 a.m.
A6: Litigation of Legal Descriptions
B6: Winning Contracts with SucC6: Introduction to Hydrographic
		
Scott Lucas
cessful Proposals and Presentations
Surveying
			
John Matonich
Juergen Brunkhorst
9:30-10:25 a.m.
A7: Why Land Surveyors Get Sued,
B6: Continued
C7: Mapping Road Surface Condi		
and How to Avoid it		
tions Using UAV Mapping Systems
		
Matt Pfohl		
Ahmad Elaksher
10:25-10:50 a.m.
Break with Exhibitors
10:55-11:50 a.m.
A8: Chapter Meetings		
C8: Image Assisted Surveying
				
Chris Rotegard
11:55 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Lunch, SCSU Faculty-Student Program, Scholarship Awards, Surveyor Awards, Passing of Gavel
1:40-2:35 p.m.
A9: Establishing Access to Real
B9: Minnesota Public Land Survey
C9: Work Zone Traffic Control
		
Property by Use
Records: A Final Overview?
Mike Leaf
		
Shaun Redford
Rod Squires
2:40-3:35 p.m.
A10: From the Application to Register B10: Defusing Neighborly Disputes
C10: MnDOT Geodetic Web-Based
		
to the Certificate of Title, How Does it Madaline Barnes
Products
		
Happen? What is the Role of the Sur-		
Mar Alojado & Theo Brown
		
veyor? Registered Land Surveys
		
David Meyers
3:45 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting

8
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Annual Meeting Highlights
Hotel Information

Exhibits

The Annual Meeting will be held at the Ramada — Mall
of America, 2300 E. American Blvd., Bloomington, MN.
Take the 24th Ave. exit from I-494, right near the intersection with Hwy. 77/Cedar Ave.

Exhibits for 2012 take place on both Thursday and Friday in the Miami Room, located on second floor. Stop by
and visit with our exhibitors and sustaining members, as well
as representatives of educational institutions. Continental
breakfast and refreshments will be served in the Miami Room
during exhibit hours. In addition, we will hold an Exhibitor
Reception on Thursday evening from 4:15 to 6:30 p.m.

Room rates (all non-smoking) are $92 plus tax per night
for a Single (king) or Double (two double beds). The room
block is in effect until Jan. 24, 2012. Call the hotel reservation line at (952) 854-3411 and be sure to mention MSPS to
get the special room rate.

Wednesday Dinner at Mall of America (Optional)
Wednesday dinner is open to all conference attendees
who wish to register for this optional event. Dinner will be
served at Kokomo’s Island Cafe and attendees will include
Board members, out-of-state Society guests, Foundation
members, and conference attendees who register for this optional event. If you are interested in attending please register
for the additional fee on the conference registration page. The
number of tickets is limited, and will be offered on a firstcome first-served basis.

Ice Breaker/Jam Session
These fun events will be held on Wednesday, February 15,
beginning at 4:35 p.m. Refreshments will be served. Musicians are welcome to bring instruments (no amps, please!).
All are invited to attend!

MLS Foundation Live Auction
In conjunction with the Exhibitor Reception on Thursday, February 16, the Foundation will offer the opportunity
to verbally outbid your friends and co-workers on donated
items for sale. Our auctioneer, Col. Ray Henry with IRAY
Auction, will call the items. A cash bar is open beginning at
4:00 p.m.

MLS Foundation Silent Auction
To raise scholarship funds, the MLS Foundation will
hold its traditional silent auction in the Exhibit Hall beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday and closing at 1:00 p.m. on
Friday. Winners will be announced on Friday after lunch and
before the afternoon sessions begin.

Pre-register and Save Money!
MSPS Members save up to $50 per person by registering
before Tuesday, January 24, 2012. Use the registration form
on page 9 or use the secure registration form at the MSPS
website, and register today!

2012 MSPS Annual Conference Committee Members
Terry Freeman (chairman)
Rick Blom, Tony Blumentritt, John Freemyer, John Hosfield, Ed Otto, Rod Squires, Paul Voge
Bonnie Young (Ewald Consulting)

Exhibitors:
There is still room for Exhibitors for our expanded tradeshow! Visit the MSPS website for
all the details and to sign up.
10
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Advertise in the Minnesota
Surveyor!
More than 700 members of the surveying community in Minnesota read the
award-winning Minnesota Surveyor magazine. Advertising in the magazine is a great
way to reach that audience!
2012 ADVERTISING RATES:
1/3 page (4.5” wide x 4.75” high)..... $113.74
1/2 page (7.5” wide x 5” high).......... $154.88
2/3 page (4.5” wide x 10” high)........ $199.65
Full page (7.5” wide x 10” high)........ $290.40
Back Cover (7.5” wide x 5.25” high).$199.65
SUSTAINING MEMBERS receive
a 20% Discount!
Deadline for our next issue
(Spring 2012):
February 15 for March publication

Contact Laurie Pumper at the MSPS Office,
lauriep@ewald.com or (651) 290-6273 for
more information. Please send ads via email,
preferably in pdf format, to Laurie Pumper
at lauriep@ewald.com.

Index of Advertisers
Berntsen Survey Markers .................. 12
Frontier Precision ............................. 6
Harrison Marker Co ............ Back Cover
Leica Geosystems ........................13, 26
Clinton McLagan Attorney at Law.... 30
Rinke Noonan ................................. 31
Trimble ............................................. 2

Action Update from ACSM on
Unified Organization
The Member Organizations (MOs) of the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM) have been working to develop a unified organization that would represent all geospatial professionals since the ACSM
Congress meeting in San Diego in July 2011. Over the past few months many
discussions have taken place in the course of defining membership categories,
organizational structure, naming, and finances for the unified organization.
The National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) has worked with
the other MOs in an attempt to address concerns relating to joining into
one organization that represents not only surveyors, but our fellow geospatial
professionals in geodesy, GIS, mapping, photogrammetry, and other related
fields.
NSPS and staff have been working with the ACSM accounting firm to
get financial advice as to the best way to consolidate ACSM and the MOs
without endangering the current non-profit status that each organization enjoys. Additionally, NSPS has hired an attorney to represent all parties in providing the necessary legal advice relating to our reorganization.
On November 10, the MO Presidents and ACSM Executive Director
Curt Sumner met via conference call to discuss some of the membership categories and organizational structure of our proposed organization. During the
discussions the Geographic and Land Information Systems (GLIS) President
informed the other presidents that GLIS was not interested in joining with
the other two MOs at this time and stated that GLIS would handle its affairs
beginning in 2012.
NSPS and the American Association for Geodetic Surveying (AAGS)
agree to continue to work to develop our unified geospatial organization.
AAGS has requested to join with NSPS in an affiliate status for 2012 as talks
continue for the merging of the two organizations.
Both our legal and accounting advisors recommend that ACSM and
NSPS be merged into a single entity by the end of 2011. The NSPS Board
of Directors is working to achieve this goal and create the base that will represent surveyors, geodesists, mappers, geographic information specialists, and
related professions in the future.
Respectfully submitted,

William R. Coleman, PLS GISP
For more information about advertising
with MSPS, contact Laurie Pumper
at (651) 290-6273
or email lauriep@ewald.com

NSPS President

Winter 2011-2012 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2011 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

11

Available From the MSPS Office:
MLSA/MSPS History, 1953-2003 50th Anniversary • $35 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book One • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book Two • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
Public Land Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods • $24.30 (Members or Nonmembers)
Report 1: Public Land Survey in Minnesota • $14.73 (Members or Nonmembers)
Additional publications and pins are also available!

Use the secure online payment system at www.mnsurveyor.com or
call the office at (651) 203-7256 to get an order form.
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A Geography of the Public Land Surveys in the United
States: Part 1 — The Beginnings
By Rod Squires, University of Minnesota
Introduction

On May 18, 1796, President George Washington signed,
“An Act providing for the Sale of the Lands of the United
States, in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, and above
the mouth of the Kentucky river.”1 Called “a milestone in any
history of the public land surveys,” the legislation incorporated, without reference, the principles and practices adopted by
the Continental Congress in the Land Ordinance of 1785.2
Importantly, the act created the office of Surveyor General
of the Northwest, giving the officeholder, who was to be appointed by the President, power to,
engage a sufficient number of skillful surveyors, as his deputies,
whom he shall cause, without delay, to survey and mark the
unascertained outlines of the lands lying northwest of the
river Ohio, and above the mouth of the Kentucky, in which
the titles of the Indian tribes have been extinguished, and to
divide the same in the manner hereafter directed; he shall
have authority to frame regulations and instructions for the
government of his deputies; to administer the necessary oaths,
upon their appointments; and to remove them for negligence
or misconduct in office. 3

The Act described what lands should be subdivided, and
how the deputy surveyors were to proceed in the work. The
administrative framework established by this statute, a surveyor general responsible for managing all surveying activities in a surveying district — possessing the power to hire
individuals who would carry out the surveys — would last
throughout the nineteenth century and was a major reason
that the surveys could simultaneously spread across geographically disparate areas. The statute was merely the first step in
creating a lasting administrative structure, however. Although
providing guidance about how the land should be subdivided,
how corners should be referenced, what deputies should record in their field notes, and specifying that making three
plats was one of the surveyor general’s duties, it provided no
real guidance to the surveyor general about his duties in general, in particular how he was to hire deputies and frame regulations to govern their duties.
In this article are reproduced the published correspondence between Oliver Wolcott, the Secretary of the Treasury,
and Rufus Putnam, appointed as Surveyor General of the
Northwest on November 5, 1796, from January until September 1797, which addressed some of the specifics of Putnam’s job.4 These letters are interesting because they show

Putnam’s concerns about his duties that had been inadequately addressed in the legislation. Wolcott’s response to Putnam’s
queries read suspiciously like instructions.5
The Letters

On January 25, 1797 Putnam, then in Marietta, OH,
wrote to Wolcott,
Having been appointed Surveyor General by the President
of the United States, on the fifth of November, I wrote the
Secretary of State, requesting to be informed in several matters
which I conceived material, relating to prosecuting the Surveys,
in answer to which he informed me that, “conceiving the
business to pertain properly to the Department of the Treasury
he had sent my letter to you,” I have waited more than a
month expecting to be honoured (sic) with your commands,
but receiving no information from you, & apprehending that
my letter, above mentioned, may be misplaced or forgotten
– I take the liberty to repeat to you the substance of that
letter, as it respects the execution of the Surveys, (Vizt) – that
I am ready to enter on the business as soon as the necessary
arrangements can be made; – But before I proceed to engage
with any Deputy Surveyor I expect to be instructed in regard
to the compensation to be allowed to assistant Surveyors,
Chain Carriers & Axe Men agreeably to the 10th Section of
the act intitled (sic) “An Act providing for the sale of Lands
&C.” I wish also to know when and in what manner they are
to be paid; whether there is any appropriation of monies for
defraying the expence (sic) & if there is, in what manner it is
to be drawn out – also whether Government will make any
advances for the purpose of laying in provisions in the proper
season of procuring them (to be furnished to the Surveyors who
execute the work to be accounted for by them as part pay for
their services). I wish also to know what number of Townships
or Miles a Deputy Surveyor shall be obliged to run before he
shall have a right to claim payment for his services – These
circumstances I not only wish, but conceive it is necessary I
should be ascertained of, that I may not be liable to enter into
contracts, which the Survey of all the vacant unappropriated
Lands lying North West of the River Ohio, and above the
mouth of the River Kentucky in which the title of the Indian
Tribes have been extinguished, I beg leave to suggest, that in my
opinion it will be proper to have the boundary lines between
these lands & the present Indian claims ascertained as soon as
may be, to prevent all danger of our encroaching on the Indian
lands in running the several tracts into Townships & because
any location near them before the boundary lines are surveyed
would probably occasion jealousies in the minds of the Indians
which might prove of very bad consequences – I also wish to
know if it is the expectation of Government that the running
Continued on page 15

14

Winter 2011-2012 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2011 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

A Geography of the Public Land Surveys in the United States, continued from page 14
these boundary lines is to be under my directions or whether a
special Commission is to be issued to some person or persons,
for that purpose; If it is to be under my superintendency, as the
first section of the act providing for the sale of the lands &c &c.
appears to express, I wish to know if any special provision is
made for defraying the expence, (sic) if not I pray whether such
provision ought not to be made, because I conceive in order to
give satisfaction, it will be proper to invite a number of Indian
Chiefs to be present, & because that in my opinion these lines
ought to be made very conspicuous by opening a Vestige of
some feet in width which would be attended with considerable
additional expence, (sic) beyond the Survey of any other lines,
& cannot be executed at the common allowance pr Mile – I
also wish to be informed what part of the other survey, it is the
wish of Government should be first attended to. I hope Sir, you
will be so good as to resolve me in these several queries as soon
as may be, as the Season is fast approaching when the Surveys
ought to commence, and I must repeat the observation, that
I cannot with propriety enter into any Contract for executing
the business, until an appropriation of money is made by
Government for paying the expence, (sic)which I do not find
to be the case, by any act of Congress that has come to my
knowledge, and besides, unless that some special provision is
made for the expence (sic) of ascertaining the boundary lines
between the present Indian Claims & the lands in which the
Indian title is extinguished I much doubt if any Surveyor can
be found to undertake the business.
PS. I will thank you to forward me a copy of the ordinance of
Congress of the third of September 1788, refered (sic) to in the
fifth Section of the act entitled “An Act regulating the grants of
Land appropriated for Military services, and for the Society of
the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel amongst the
Heathen.” 6

Secretary Wolcott answered this letter on March 14,
1797, first describing the way in which Putnam was to pay
his deputies, describing which lands he should survey, and
then provided more details about his duties regarding township plats, instruments, necessary oaths, paper for plats and
field notes, and additional help in his office. He wrote,
Your Letter of January 25th was seasonably received, but as no
measures could be taken by the Executive until an appropriation
of money had been made, and as this measure was not adopted
by Congress until the 3rd instant, it has been out of my power
to answer your enquiries (sic) before this time.
1st The President of the United States directs, that it be
submitted to your discretion to contract for the compensation
to be allowed to the Assistant Surveyors, Chain Carriers & Axe
men, on the best terms which may be practicable; provided
that the whole expence (sic) of surveying & marking the lines
do not exceed three dollars pr Mile for every Mile that shall be
actually run & marked.

2nd The purchase of provisions on public account for the
use of the Surveyors and their Assistants, does not appear to
be expedient; as this Measure would tend to complicate the
accounts of your Department – reasonable advances of money
will however be made directly to yourself from the Treasury,
for which you will be held accountable; these monies may at
your discretion be expended, in purchasing, provisions for the
Surveyors to be accounted for by them in part payment for
their services: but no credits will be allowed to you, except for
services performed according to the Law – When advances are
made, it will therefore be proper & necessary that you should
be satisfied with the security therefor and that the same will be
duly accounted for.
3rd Your accounts are to be rendered to the Treasury for
settlement, Quarter yearly, closed to the last days, of March,
June, September & December. In these accounts all monies
advanced from the Treasury to you, will be credited – the debits
will consist of your Salary, & charges for services performed
by the Surveyors & their Assistants pursuant to Contracts to
be made with you – If monies are advanced on account, a list
thereof is to be transmitted, and the amount thereof is to be
stated as a component part of the balance to be accounted for
by you in a subsequent settlement.
4th Copies of all contracts made by you with the Assistant
Surveyors or other persons, are from time to time to be
transmitted to this Department, as soon as the same are
completed.
5th The unascertained outlines of the Lands lying North West
of the River Ohio, & above the mouth of the River Kentucky,
in which the titles of the Indian Tribes have been extinguished
by the Treaty with General Wayne on the 3d of August 1795,
are to be run under your direction – You will inform General
Wilkinson when & where you are ready to commence running
the line, who will have orders from the Secretary of War, to
furnish an escort, & who will take measures for convening such
number of Indians as shall be thought proper; the expences (sic)
of the escort & Indians will be defrayed by the Department of
War. Unless special inconveniences & extra expence (sic) render
the measure inexpedient, you will in the first place ascertain
and mark the North boundary of the Tract appropriated for
satisfying Military Warrants, lying between the Scioto and the
Tuscororas branch of the Muskingum River.
6th Your special attention to the completion of the surveys of
the Lands appropriated for satisfying military Warrants by the
Act of June 1st 1796, is requested.
7th You will be pleased to take measures for the survey of
the three Tracts, of Shoenbrun, Gnaden hutten & Salem
appropriated for the Society of the United Brethren by a
Resolution of the late Congress, and an act of Congress of the
1st of June 1796. The Agents of the Society will proceed from
Bethlehem in about three Weeks.
Continued on page 16
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8th You will make arrangements for completing as soon as
may be, the surveys of seven Ranges of Townships, below the
Great Miami of the Ohio & above the mouth of the Kentucky
River, also between the Scioto River & the lands purchased
by the Ohio Company. Also between the Southern boundary
of the Connecticut Claims & the seven Ranges of Townships,
which were surveyed in pursuance of an Ordinance of
Congress under the late confederation, passed on the 20th
of May 1785 – In commencing surveys within one or all of
the several Tracts abovementioned, you will be governed by
considerations having reference to economy, the natural course
of settlement, the comparative fertility of the different Tracts,
and the probability of speedy sales on account of the United
States: Of the measures which you may adopt & your reasons,
therefore you will be pleased to keep me duly advised.
9th Plats of each Township are to be neatly & accurately
protracted according to Law on durable paper, by a scale of
two inches to a mile which are to be recorded in books to be
kept in your Office – Copies of the plats & field notes are to
be transmitted to this Department – The field notes are to be
made out on good paper of uniform size & with such margin
as will admit of being bound in durable books to remain in the
Treasury.
10th Yo[u] will observe that the Law requires that the
Surveyor General, the Assistant Surveyors & Chain Carriers,
should before entering on their several duties take an Oath
or Affirmation faithfully to perform the same – Though not
specially enjoined, it appears to be proper, that transcripts of
the Oaths or Affirmations so taken, should be transmitted to
this Department.
11th You are authorised (sic) to draw from time to time, such a
sum not exceeding four thousand Dollars, as shall be necessary
to enable you to execute the duties before mentioned, observing
that your drafts are to be of the form, hereto annexed; Of all
drafts you will advise me by the Post.
12th You will be pleased to correspond with this Department
stating the progress of the business committed to your
management, and any points upon which further instructions
shall appear necessary.
I have given directions to have a standard Chain prepared, by
which to regulate the Chains of the Surveyors, which will be
transmitted as soon as possible. In the meantime however your
arrangements need not be suspended.
As it may be difficult for you to procure suitable Stationary
(sic), the Register will by my direction transmit a few blank
books, suitable for the records of the field notes and a quantity
of paper on which the plats of Townships are to be protracted.
The Act of Congress makes no provision for Clerkship in
your Office, although it is certain that the service of a Clerk
will be necessary. Though I have no authority to stipulate
for the United States on this subject, yet I do not hesitate to
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advise you to keep your accounts & records in perfect order,
in confidence that Congress will hereafter authorise (sic) any
necessary and reasonable expence. (sic)
The Secretary of War will direct that that the escort which
may attend the running of the Indian boundary shall assist in
marking the line in a proper manner – With this aid, I have
no doubt, that an allowance of three dollars per Mile will be
found sufficient. 7

In an addendum, Wolcott gave Putnam the form he
should use to send his bills to the Treasurer of the United
States.
Exchange for Dollars, 1,000, Territory North West of Ohio
1797.
Ten days after sight pay to A.B or order, one thousand Dollars,
on account of expences (sic) incident to the Act entitled “An
Act providing for the sale of the Lands of the United States
in the Territory North West of the River Ohio, and above the
Mouth of Kentucky River,”
and for which sum I am to be charged and held Accountable.
I am &
To Samuel Meridith Esqr
Treasurer of the United States

He also sent Putnam a sketch showing how a township
plat should be divided into sections (Figure 1).
On April 8, Putnam responded that he had received
Wolcott’s letter and the following week sent another letter
to Wolcott,
On the first instant I acknowledged the receipt of your’s (sic)
of the 14th & 17th ultimo – Agreeably to the 11th article of
Instructions I inform you that on the fifth instant – I drew an
order on the Treasurer in favor of William Skinner for three
hundred and seventy five Dollars – I have written to Capt Israel
Ludlow inviting him to undertake the survey of the Indian
boundary from Muskingum to Larimies Store, (sic) – I shall be
prepared for the Agents of the Moravian people whenever they
arrive – I have made provision, for employing six Surveyors, in
running out the Military Lands; as soon as the survey of the
Indian boundary is complete.
Your directions respecting transcripts of oaths &c to be taken
by the Assistant Surveyors and Chain Carriers will be observed;
but the Law appears not to have authorized (at least not
expressly) the Assistant Surveyors to administer the necessary
oaths or affirmation to the Chain-Carriers; which it appears
absolutely necessary they should be empowered to do, because
by reason of sickness or accidents these Men are liable to be
Continued on page 17
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taken off from service, and the business stop; or the Surveyor
must supply himself with others when probably he’s at a great
distance from the Surveyor General or any Magistrate whatever
– and therefore out of his power to have them sworn unless
he does it himself – from these circumstances I conceive the
propriety of the Assistant Surveyors possessing this power must
appear very reasonable; it ever has been the practice where I
have been concerned – I shall therefore until otherwise directed
instruct my Assistants to administer the necessary oaths &
affirmation to their Chain Carriers.8

The following month, on May 6, he wrote again,
Your favor of the 14th ult. enclosing a copy of Genl Waynes
(sic) treaty with the Indians has been receiv’d – I drew an Order
this day, on the treasurer of the United States for two hundred
& twenty dollars in favour (sic) of Dudley Woodbridge –
Genl Wilkinson when on his way down the River, (a few days
since) informed me that the Indians were invited by him to
be at GreeneVill – the 20th Instant – to attend Running the
boundary line of the reason which induced Genl Wilkinson to
this measure I am Ignorant and for which I cannot account –
because agreeably to your instructions – I was to “inform him
when & where I should be ready to commence running the
line” And he must know that it was very uncertain whither
(sic) the Surveyor could be procured, and in readiness by that
time – However that nothing should be wanting on my part –
that is possible to be effected I have forwarded to Capt Ludlow
the necessary powers & instructions for executing the Survey
of the Indian boundary from Fort Recovery to Lorimies (sic)
Store, and from thence to the Muskingum – presuming that
he would undertake the bussiness; (sic) althoe (sic) I had had

no answer to my letters to him on that subject – written soon
after the receiving your instructions of the fourteenth of March
– should Capt Ludlow agree to go forward with the Survey – as
I trust he will it will be so far well; but with respect to making
the line in a proper manner – according to what appears to me
necessary – it is doubtfull (sic) if any thing will be done, unless
Genl Wilkinson should receive some instructions on that head,
from the Secretary of War – the enclosed copy of my letter
to Genl Wilkinson will explain the reason of my doubts – in
addition to which I would observe that the Genl. said if the
troops were to labour (sic) they ought to be paid to be paid for
it – However if Capt Ludlow agrees to undertake the bussiness
(sic) he will mark the line in the Usual Manner, and a party
may at any time, hereafter; open a vestage (sic) of such a width
as Goverment (sic) should think proper to direct.9

Two weeks later, on May 18, he wrote once again,
I herewith enclose a certificate made by Judge Woodbridge
of my having taken the necessary oaths, to qualify me for
executing the office of Surveyor Genl., the reason why it is of so
late a date; it may be proper to explain: on my appointment in
October last – I was sworn before Judge Symmes who certified
on the back of the Commission – an appointment was afterward
made with the Advice of Senate and a new Commission issued,
on receiving of which it did not immediately occur to me that
it was necessary I should be again sworn into Office –
I enclose transcripts of the Oath administered to Martin &
Biggs; two of my Deputies, and of the Contract made with
them for the survey of a part of the Military Land – Capt
Ludlow has agreed to survey the Indian boundary line from
Fort Recovery to Lorimies (sic) Store, and from thence to the
Muskingum River, he writes me that he shall be ready by the
20th instt he is instructed to make his way to the Muskingum
by estimated courses, according to the best of his Judgment “to
have each course measured with great exactness as well as run
with much care, that his calculation for the true course may be
as correct as possible, and having erected a very conspicuous
monument at the point or station assigned by the Treaty, he
will run the true course back seting (sic) a post at the end of
every Mile and blaizing (sic) the line in the usual manner.”
If Capt. Ludlow meets with no delay from the Indians I expect
he will reach the crossing place above Fort Laurence about the
first of July – Whither (sic) Genl Wilkinson will furnish a party
of axe men to open a Vestage (sic) or not I am not informed
but sure I am that it is a matter of no small consequence that
it should be done –
Martin and Biggs are ordered to Commence their Survey by the
tenth of June – they will begin at the Northwest corner of the
Seven Ranges and are not to cross the Muskingum, untill (sic)
Capt Ludlow commences running the true line from thence

Figure 1. Wolcott's sketch showing how a township plat should be divided
into sections.

Continued on page 18
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toward Lorimies Store – The Agents of the Moravian Society
have arived (sic) in this Country. I expect to have the Survey
of their lands commence about the tenth of June shall myself
be on the spot to determine the location and from thence go
up the river to meet Capt Ludlow at the crossing above Fort
Lawrence – I have divided the Military tract into five districts
– Martin & Biggs have the two eastern as per Copy of the
Contract enclosed Mr Matthews from the County of Hamilton
I expect will have the North Middle district at three dollars
per mile & a Mr Jackson from Harrison County in Virginia
is agreed with for the south Middle District at two dollars &
an half per mile – but the contract is not yet executed, Capt
Ludlow is to have the west District at three dollars p Mile – If
no misfortune happens I trust the Survey of the whole will be
compleat, (sic) and plans returned into your office by the first
of January next –
In your favor of the 14th of March you informed me that you
had directed a standard chain to be prepared – and the Register
of the Treasury – to transmit a few blank books suitable for the
records of the field notes – and a quantity of paper on which
the plats of Townships are to be protracted – the blank books
have arrived, but the chain has not, nor have I heard anything
of the paper which will be much wanted – a paper of a suitable
quality for such plans cannot be procure’d (sic) here.
NB May 20th drew an order on the treasurer of the United
States in favor of Dudley Woodbridge for one hundred
dollars.10

On May 19, Wolcott responded,
I have received your Letter of May 6th and now enclose a Copy
of the Letter of the Secretary of War to General Wilkinson
dated March 18th which you will see is conformable to what
was contained in my instructions.
I shall state to the Secretary the doubt which has arisen, which
I presume he will obviate.11

which, if the Indians do not collect, I move on to Tuscarawas
with my party accompanied by a small Escort of twelve men
– I expect no Indians except a few Shawonoes (sic) & some
Delawares – the other nations have either not had timely
notice, not pleased with the operation or think it of too trifling
consequence to claim their Notice I hope we shall succeed in
our efforts in getting through with our line – but the provision
for cutting it is by no means adequate to the Service – only five
men are employ’d to cut the road through – the season of the
year, the state of our provision; the wages annext (sic) to the
Service all unite to urge forward as expeditiously as possible
– cannot therefore wait for the cutting of the Road, but shall
be able to mark it very well – I have hopes of seeing you at
Tuscarawas & being able to procure flour from you but fearing
some disappointment, I shall drive two or three small cattle
to furnish ourselves with provision – I shall endeavour (sic)
to get to Tuscarawas – by the 10th of July – find the Gnats &
Mosketoes (sic) a very great affliction.13

On July 29, Putnam forwarded the first of the surveying
contracts he had awarded along with the required oaths to
Wolcott.14 He subsequently sent his accounts ending June 30,
1797, the end of the federal fiscal year.15 Included was a brief
description of the surveys that had been completed during his
first year as surveyor general.
Conclusion

The characteristics of the public land surveys are well
known, as are some of the changes that have occurred in the
surveying process over time, but there’s always some new information that can be gleaned from reading old letters with
fresh eyes.
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Do Design Professionals Really Want to Focus on Ethics?
By Clinton McLagan, Esq., LS
As a lawyer and longtime member of the First Judicial
District Bar Association Ethics Committee, I have spent a
great deal of time studying the Lawyer’s Code of Professional
Responsibility. I read with great interest the “Letter from the
Chair” by Kristine Kubes, J.D., Public Member in the Communicator (2010 Volume 15, November 1) in which Ms.
Kubes informed us the Board of AELSLAGID (Design Professionals) has chosen to undertake an ethics initiative. What
Ms. Kubes did not disclose is that there is a movement to
require continuing education credits in ethics for design professionals.
Ever since I was in law school I have been critical of the
Rules in Minn. Rule 1805. In order to find a licensee guilty
of ethical violation there must be a violation of Minn. Rule
1805. Serious focus on these rules will reveal many things that
design professionals have been ignoring for years and may not
wish to be the subject of scrutiny.
Because the license law grants a monopoly to design professionals, there is a constant tension between the Board of
AELSLAGID, the legislature and the public; accordingly, the
Board of AELSLAGID and Rules of Professional Conduct
must emphasize that design professionals be licensed and follow the rules to protect the public. Minn. Rule 1805 contains
provisions that are problematic and lacking in some vital areas
in protecting the public. Before undertaking an ethics initiative design professionals should consider the following:
Rules 1805.04 Improper Solicitation of Employment.
The rule prohibits a licensee from giving a potential employer
anything as an inducement to secure employment. The practical effect of this rule is to keep the prices high. It is in the
public interest that the public has the opportunity to obtain a
discount or even tickets to Twins games as an inducement to
hiring a design professional. It is the task of the design professional to convince the public of the wisdom of paying more
money for a better job. Rule 1805.04 is contrary to the public
interest and probably unlawful.
Rule 1805.08 Employment on the Basis of Merit. This
rule contains an affirmative requirement to employ professional personnel solely on the basis of merit. This rule is too
long and unenforceable. It should state simply:
A licensee as an employer shall refrain from engaging in any
discriminatory practice prohibited by law.
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The remainder of the rule is unenforceable. If a design
professional hires his or her mediocre sibling who will work
for less money rather than a high-priced genius he would violate rule 1805.08. The rule is unenforceable as it stands.
In order to truly protect the public some additional rules
are absolutely necessary. For simplicity these rules are written
from the perspective of a land surveyor. Consider the following:
1. Owner Must be Licensed. No business entity may
practice land surveying unless all ownership interest in that
entity is owned by a land surveyor licensed to practice in
Minnesota.
This is consistent with the law in Minnesota which prohibits any non lawyer from having an ownership interest in an
entity which practices law.
The owner is the real employer. It is the owner who has
the last word on hiring personnel, policies and even procedures. For example, if a CPA firm that owns a survey firm
decides the surveys are taking too much time and are losing
money, the surveyor can do an inadequate survey or be fired.
Jobs are hard to find. To protect the public, there must be a
rule that prohibits ownership of an entity that practices land
surveying by anyone who is not licensed as a land surveyor.
This would include engineers and other design professionals.
It is the owner who is in direct supervision (see Rule 1805.16
subd.2).
2. Fee as a Percent of the Cost of the Job. The fee of a
design professional shall not be based on a percent of job cost.
A design professional who is retained to do a site plan,
roads, septic system and wells has many options for the design. If the design professional’s fee is based on the construction cost, that professional has incentive to make the construction costs as expensive as possible. The current practice is
contrary to the best interest of the public.
3. Maintain high professional standards. A design professional shall perform professional duties using the standard
of care which is used in the community for that type of duty.
Ms. Kubes expressed concern in her article that in today’s
economic climate licensees may “stray into grey (sic) ethical
Continued on page 21
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areas or consider lowering standards to compete.” There is no
rule that mandates using high standards; therefore it is not
unethical to have low standards.

ence. Land surveyors will disagree with each other; however,
that disagreement should be independent of the client.

If the Board adapts this new standard it should allow land
surveyors to contract with their client for less than exact standards. This may be true for other design professionals. I lack
the expertise to comment on other professions.

Summary

4. The Land Surveyor is not an Advocate. A land surveyor shall locate a boundary without regard to which neighbor is the client.
The public and the land surveyor should be informed that
a land surveyor is not an advocate and will locate a boundary
in the same place no matter which neighbor is the client. Because land surveying is a profession that uses history and law
as well as technology and mathematics, it is not an exact sci-

Historically, design professionals have not been trained in
professional ethics. A new focus on professional ethics most
certainly will attract experts in the field of professional ethics
who will find the present Rules of Professional Conduct inadequate. Do design professionals really want to focus on ethics?
We seem to be surviving with engineers having an ownership
interest in companies that practice land surveying and architects and engineers whose fee is a percent of the cost of the
job. It may be we should continue in our ignorance and forget
about an ethics initiative. Sometimes the enemy of good is
better.

MSPS Member News
RLK Announces New Survey Operations Manager
RLK Incorporated, a land development consulting firm,
announces the addition of Henry Nelson to its Land Survey
team. As a Professional Land Surveyor, Mr. Nelson comes to
RLK with 34 years of experience in survey projects for commercial and residential developments throughout the Twin
Cities area and brings a wide range of experience from his
previous work as survey director at two prominent Twin Cities land survey firms. “We are pleased that Henry has joined
us. He'll manage all aspects of RLK’s surveying operations,”
says Vern Swing, RLK’s president.
Steve Schwanke, principal at RLK says, “Our clients will
benefit greatly from the value of Henry’s broad surveying
knowledge and engaging interpersonal skills.”
In addition to this new post with RLK, Mr. Nelson is
currently president of the Minnesota Society of Professional
Surveyors, which unites all licensed professional surveyors in
Minnesota to elevate the standards and establish guidelines
for the surveying profession.

RLK's multidisciplinary firm provides land development
services to real estate developers, corporations, city governments, construction contractors, and private clients with a
unique combination of engineering expertise and development experience. RLK’s upper Midwest office (Minnetonka)
with its Southeastern office (Tampa, FL) specialize in land
planning, land surveying, civil engineering, landscape architecture, traffic engineering, and construction management.
For the past two decades, RLK has worked with companies and a variety of public agencies throughout the country
creatively and collaboratively resolving complex land development issues. To find out more about RLK, visit the company’s
website, www.rlkinc.com.
Note: If you have news about your company to include in a
future issue of the Minnesota Surveyor, please send it to Eric
Ewald at msps@mnsurveyor.com.
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Setting the Benzing “Final Point” Monument
By Ted Kemna
It was a very misty, cool September 21, 2011, fall evening in Grand Rapids, MN, at Itasca Calvary Cemetery when
several members of Chapter 4 of the Minnesota Society of
Professional Surveyors (MSPS) met with the three daughters
and other members of the Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., family at
the cemetery to commemorate the memory of Mr. Benzing
by setting the “final point” monument. Mr. Benzing was the
eighth president of the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association (MLSA) in 1960. Mr. Benzing was credited with getting
the platting statute (Chapter 505) enacted by the legislature
during his tenure in office.
Ted Kemna met with Tim Wotzka, Guy Carlson and
Craig La Tulip in the cemetery at 4 p.m. and set the monument next to the grave stone. Several chapter members and
the family joined the group at 5:30 p.m. for the installation
ceremony and the reading of the commemoration statement.
Ted Kemna and Craig La Tulip read the statement and Ted
and members of the family made several comments about
their knowledge and experiences with Mr. Benzing. Other
members of the family attending the ceremony were D. Edward Ames, a Minnesota Licensed Land Surveyor who is a
great nephew of Sam’s; Ed’s wife Barbara; and Bill Benzing,
a cousin of Sam’s who was also a member of Sam Benzing’s
survey staff while Sam was the Itasca County Surveyor. The
family members were very honored and appreciative of the efforts of Chapter 4 and MSPS for the remembrance of persons
from the past.
Seventeen Chapter members and Ted Kemna met at the
Forest Lake Restaurant for dinner and the monthly chapter
meeting at 6:30 p.m. In addition to the regular chapter business, they had a lively discussion on the impact and ramification of the proposed St. Louis County Subdivision Ordinance.
The text of the commemoration statement depicting the
personal life and career of Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., follows:
Whereas, the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association (MLSA)
was formed in 1953 by a dedicated group of Minnesota
Licensed Land Surveyors and Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., was a
charter member of that organization. That group of dedicated
individuals had the thought and foresight for the future of the
land surveying profession and were intent on establishing an
association:
1) to cooperate with other associated professionals;
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2) to unite all of the Licensed Land Surveyors in the State of
Minnesota into one unified organization;
3) to elevate the standards of the surveying profession in the
State of Minnesota;
4) to establish basic requirements for surveys;
5) to assist in promoting legislation and educational programs
and opportunities to improve the professional status of the
land surveyor;
6) to work in cooperation with local, city, county and state
agencies in our field of endeavor; and
7) to uphold a rigid code of ethics and strive to improve our
relationships with our clients and the public by working with
precision and integrity in all that we say and do.
And Whereas, the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association has
worked through the leadership of many qualified persons who
have served this association as president over the past 58 years
to attain the professional status of the land surveyor and create
an association that has integrity and trustworthiness with other
associated professions.
And Whereas, the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association has
chosen through its membership to change the name of this
association in 1988 to the Minnesota Society of Professional
Surveyors so that the name better related to the desire of
professionalism and the desired goals, precision and integrity.
And Whereas, the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors
has chosen to adopt a program that was established by the
National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) Foundation,
an affiliate of the American Congress on Surveying and
Mapping (ACSM) to honor each of the persons who has served
as president of this society over the past 58 years by installing a
bronze disk inscribed with the name of the society, Minnesota
Society of Professional Surveyors, across the top of the disk
with “Final Point” below. Across the middle of the disk is the
name of the honored president (Samuel G. Benzing, Jr.), the
license number of the president (2214), the number of the
presidency (MLSA President No. 8) and the year that he served
as president (1960).
And Whereas, Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., has served for many years
prior to his presidency in 1960 as well as after his presidency
on many MLSA committees. Sam served as a director on
the MLSA Board for the betterment of the society and the
surveying profession and also served as the MLSA Treasurer for
a number of years.
Continued on page 23

Winter 2011-2012 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2011 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

Setting the Benzing Final Point Monument, continued from page 22
And Whereas, Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., was born on August
5, 1907, in Grand Rapids, MN. Sam attended Grand Rapids
Elementary School and graduated from Grand Rapids, MN,
High School in 1925 and attended Itasca Junior College.
Sam married his high school sweetheart, Irene Schultz, in
1928 before moving to Illinois. He graduated from Illinois
University in 1930 with a degree in Chemical Engineering.
During the Depression years in the early 1930s, Sam returned
to Minnesota and worked for the United States Forest Service in
three CCC Camps. He also worked at Oliver Mining Company
as a chemical engineer. Upon his return to Minnesota, he lived
on the family farm on Mishawaka Road, where he eventually
established a mink ranch.

1960s except for a four-year stint in the Army from 1942 to
1946. He served in Europe and the South Pacific during his
time in the military. When Sam retired from the Itasca County
Surveyor’s position in the early 1960s, he moved to California
and then to Coos Bay, OR, where he was employed by the City
of Coos Bay as the City Engineer.

And Whereas, Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., was an avid outdoorsman
and enjoyed hunting and fishing. When he became bored from
being in the office he took a correspondence course in surveying
at Dunwoody Institute. After completing his course work at
Dunwoody Institute, Sam became licensed as a land surveyor.
In 1939, Sam was elected as the Itasca County Surveyor. Sam
served as the Itasca County Surveyor from 1939 until the early

Now Therefore, In honor of Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., we hereby
set this monument as a memorial to Sam, Minnesota License
No. 2214, who served as the eighth president of this society
with integrity, honor and pride in 1960, by installation of this
bronze disk at his grave site. The location of the monument is
a latitude of 47 degrees, 14 minutes and 17.58 seconds and a
longitude of 93 degrees, 29 minutes and 59.06 seconds.

And Whereas, Samuel G. Benzing, Jr., died in Coos Bay, OR,
on January 2, 1984, at the age of 76 years, 4 months and 27
days. He was buried at Calvary Cemetery in Grand Rapids,
MN. Sam was survived by his wife, Irene, and three children,
Gale, Barbara and Vicki. Sam was preceded in death by a
daughter, Sammy, at the age of 11 in 1959.

Lloyd A. Ofstedal Dedication Ceremony
By Ted Kemna
On September 15, 2011, a beautiful autumn afternoon
in Crookston, MN, several members of MSPS Chapter 2 met
at the Oakdale Cemetery to honor the memory and arduous
work of Lloyd A. Ofstedal. Lloyd’s son, William, was not able
to attend the ceremony due to knee surgery, nor were other
family members available. But Lloyd’s family was very appreciative of the effort that the chapter put in to get this monument set and to provide recognition.
Mr. Ofstedal was the eleventh president of the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association (MLSA) in 1963. Chapter 2
President Cindy Hidde and Ted Kemna read a commemoration statement covering the life and career of Mr. Ofstedal.
A six (6) inch concrete monument with a bronze disk on top
was installed next to the grave site. The disk will have the coordinate values on top of the monument.
Members of Chapter 2 attending the commemoration
ceremony included Jim Schlieman, Garrett Borowitz, Cindy
Hidde, Curt Skarphol and Russell Kastelle. Following the
dedication ceremony, the group met at the Irishman Shanty
for dinner and a Chapter 2 meeting. Tom Harper and Tony
Palcich joined the group for dinner and the Chapter meeting. The meeting included routine chapter business, a report
from MSPS Director Curt Skarphol on MSPS activities, and

a lively discussion on the State Board Rule 1800.4200, Certification and Signature on Plans.
The text of the commemoration statement depicting the
personal life and career of Lloyd A. Ofstedal follows:
Whereas, The Minnesota Land Surveyors Association (MLSA)
was formed in 1953 by a dedicated group of Minnesota Licensed
Land Surveyors, and Lloyd A. Ofstedal was a charter member
of that organization. That group of dedicated individuals had
the thought and foresight for the future of the land surveying
profession and were intent on establishing an association:
1) to cooperate with other associated professionals;
2) to unite all of the Licensed Land Surveyors in the State of
Minnesota into one unified organization;
3) to elevate the standards of the surveying profession in the
State of Minnesota;
4) to establish basic requirements for surveys;
5) to assist in promoting legislation and educational programs
and opportunities to improve the professional status of the
land surveyor;
Continued on page 24
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Ofstedal Dedication Ceremony, continued from page 23
6) to work in cooperation with local, city, county and state
agencies in our field of endeavor; and
7) to uphold a rigid code of ethics and strive to improve our
relationships with our clients and the public by working with
precision and integrity in all that we say and do.
And Whereas, the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association has
worked through the leadership of many qualified persons who
have served this association as president over the past 58 years
to attain the professional status of the land surveyor and create
an association that has integrity and trustworthiness with other
associated professions.
And Whereas, the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association has
chosen through its membership to change the name of this
association in 1988 to the Minnesota Society of Professional
Surveyors so that the name better related to the desire of
professionalism and the desired goals, precision and integrity.
And Whereas, the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors
has chosen to adopt a program that was established by the
National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) Foundation,
an affiliate of the American Congress on Surveying and
Mapping (ACSM) to honor each of the persons who has served
as president of this society over the past 58 years by installing a
bronze disk inscribed with the name of the society, Minnesota
Society of Professional Surveyors, across the top of the disk
with “Final Point” below. Across the middle of the disk is the
name of the honored president (Lloyd A. Ofstedal), the license
number of the president (3243), the number of the presidency
(MLSA President No. 11) and the year that he served as
president (1963).
And Whereas, Lloyd A. Ofstedal has served this society and
its members for many years prior to his presidency in 1963 as
well as many years after his presidency on many committees
of MLSA for the betterment of the society and the surveying
profession. Lloyd A. Ofstedal has been honored by the
Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors for his dedicated
work in many areas of the society’s activities.
And Whereas, Lloyd A. Ofstedal was born on September 1,
1911, at Rindal, MN, near the Polk and Norman County line.
Lloyd’s father was a County Commissioner. Lloyd attended
a rural one-room school house through the eighth grade. At
the age of 14, he left home in search of work because of the
trying economic times. He got most of his formal education
through the International Correspondence School courses to
supplement his on-the-job surveying and engineering training
in his early years.
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And Whereas, Lloyd A. Ofstedal worked for Steener Steenerson,
Minnesota Surveyor License No. 66 from 1938 to 1942. Mr.
Steenerson was the Polk County Surveyor and he also had a
private land surveying practice in the Crookston area. During
1942 and 1943, Lloyd also worked for E. H. Harding, the Polk
County Highway Engineer, who also had a private engineering
business in the Crookston area. During World War II, in
1943 until 1945, Lloyd worked for the railroad as an essential
employee in Minot, ND. After the war, Lloyd moved back to
Polk County and was again employed by Mr. Steenerson.
And Whereas, Lloyd was licensed as a Land Surveyor and also a
Civil Engineer. In 1953, he was appointed as the Polk County
Surveyor, a position he held for 23 years until he retired in
1976. Lloyd also maintained a full-time private practice in
the Crookston area, serving many northwestern Minnesota
residents and counties. He performed a large amount of work in
surveying and engineering on drainage ditches and watershed
districts. In 1976, he retired and sold his private land surveying
and engineering practice to Widseth, Smith and Nolting. After
his retirement, he worked as a consultant to the local watershed
districts.
And Whereas, Lloyd was an active member of Chapter 2 of the
Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors, where he served
as president and other offices in the Chapter. Lloyd also served
as president of the Minnesota Society of Professional Engineers
(MSPE) during his career. He was an early advocate of the
electronic calculator, which he enjoyed using in his business as
a time saver and an easy way of doing the necessary calculations
in the field. Lloyd was always considered a straight talker and
voiced his opinion in every situation and expected those that
he dealt with to do the same. He treated others with the utmost
respect and expected respect in return.
And Whereas, Lloyd A. Ofstedal died on September 23, 1992,
at the Riverview Hospital in Crookston, MN, at the age of
81 years, 0 months and 22 days and was interred at Oakdale
Cemetery in Crookston. He was survived by his wife Elizabeth
and one son, William.
Now Therefore, In honor of Lloyd A. Ofstedal, we hereby set
this monument as a memorial to Lloyd, Minnesota License
No. 3243, who served as the eleventh president of this society
with integrity, honor and pride in 1963, by installation of this
bronze disk at his grave site. The location of the monument is
a latitude of 47 degrees, 47 minutes and 01.62 seconds and a
longitude of 96 degrees, 37 minutes and 12.96 seconds.
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Firm Member Directory
Arro Land Surveyors, LLC

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

208 4th St. NW, PO Box 681
Bemidji, MN 56619
(218) 444-9365

Aaron Mages
140 First Ave N, PO Box 434
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
(507) 794-5541

2035 County Rd D East, Suite B
Maplewood, MN 55109
(651) 704-9970

Bruce W. Skipton
PO Box 7, 609 Minnesota Ave
Walker, MN 56484
(218) 547-3797
www.arrollc.com

Bolton & Menk Inc.

John Peterson
1103 W Burnsville Pkwy, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 808-9500

Arro of Park Rapids, LLC

Bolton & Menk Inc.

718 First Street East, PO Box 232
Park Rapids, MN 56470
(218) 732-5772
www.arrollc.com

Rory Jenson
35 South Park Avenue
LeCenter, MN 56057
(507) 238-4482

Arro of the North, LLC

Bolton & Menk Inc.

David Serrano
825 3rd Ave., PO Box 1271
International Falls, MN 56649
(877) 563-2776
www.arrollc.com

2730 Ford St.
Ames, IA 50010
(515) 233-6100

Dan Thurmes
200 East Chestnut St, Ste B100
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Duffy Engineering & Associates, Inc.

Peter Blethen
1960 Premier Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171
www.bolton-menk.com

Barry Dorniden
350 Highway 10 South
St. Cloud, MN 56304
(320) 259-1234

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Jason Rud
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200
www.egrud.com

Arro Land Surveyors, LLC

BDM/Consulting Engrs & Surveyors

134 Roosevelt Shore Dr. NE
Outing, MN 56662
(651) 334-8423
www.bdmce.com
BDM/Consulting Engrs & Surveyors

Dennis Honsa
60 Plato Blvd East, Suite 140
St. Paul, MN 55107
(612) 548-3140
www.bdmce.com
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308-9322
(320) 252-0409
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Lee Brown
311 Division Street West
Maple Lake, MN 55358
(320) 963-6900
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Dennis D. Pederson
13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308
(763) 262-8822
www.bogart-pederson.com

Joe Haefner
219 North Main St.
Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4738

Craig Johnson
7533 Sunwood Dr NW, Ste 206
Ramsey, MN 55303
(763) 433-2851
bolton-menk.com

C.E. Coulter & Associates, Inc.

C.R. Winden & Assoc.

Charles Winden
2380 Wycliff Street, Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 731-7702
Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.

E.G. Rud & Sons Inc

E.G. Rud & Sons, Inc.

Ric Williams
12224 Nicollet Avenue
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-0509

Kurt Nelson
255 Hwy 7 E., Suite 2
Hutchinson, MN 55350
(651) 361-8200
www.egrud.com

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Egan, Field & Nowak, Inc.

Nate Stadler
2638 Shadow Lane, Ste 200
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 448-8838

Lee Nord
1229 Tyler St. NE, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 466-3300
www.efnsurvey.com

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Chris Ambourn
2040 Highway 12 East
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 231-3956
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Firm Member Directory
EVS Inc.

I&S Group, Inc.

McGhie & Betts

10250 Valley View Road, Ste. 123
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 646-0236
www.evs-eng.com

Daniel Stueber
1415 Town Square Lane
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 331-1500
www.is-grp.com

Mark Geffers
1604 Riverview Ln
Northfield, MN 55057
(507) 645-0964

I&S Group, Inc.

Mark Severtson
1648 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 289-3919
www.mcghiebetts.com

Fischer Land Surveying

Daniel Fischer
212 4th Ave., P.O. Box 66
Langdon, ND 58249
(701) 256-5728
www.fischerlandsurveying.com
Hakanson Anderson Associates

Daniel Stueber
1409 North Riverfront Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651
www.is-grp.com

McGhie & Betts Inc

McCombs Frank Roos Assoc., Inc.

Charles Christopherson
3601 Thurston Ave.
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 427-5860
www.hakanson-anderson.com

Jones, Haugh & Hosfield

John Hosfield
415 West North Street
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-4598

Marcus Hampton
14800 28th Ave N, Ste. 140
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 259-6661
www.mfra.com

Hayes Surveying & Mapping

Jones, Haugh And Smith

Moore Engineering

Maureen Hayes
18 Brandon Ln
Grand Marais, MN 55604
(218) 681-2951

John Schulte IV
515 S. Washington Ave.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 373-4876
www.jhseng.com

Jeffry Volk
925 10th Ave E.
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-4692

Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson

Christopher Heyer
1808 E. Fir Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-3974
(218) 998-4041
www.mooreengineeringinc.com

Houston Engineering

Jeff Langan
208 4th St. E.
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
(218) 681-2951
Houston Engineering Inc

Curtis Skarphol
1401 21st Ave. N.
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5065
www.houstoneng.com
Houston Engineering, Inc.

Mark Deutschman
6901 E Fish Lake Rd, Ste 140
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 493-4522
www.houstoneng.com
Hult & Hebeisen, P.A.

Dale Hebeisen
PO Box 37
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 464-3130
www.hultmn.com
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Ross Wamre
1505 S. 30th Ave., PO Box 96
Moorhead, MN 56560
(218) 287-0300
www.kljeng.com
Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

James Kramer
1120 Industrial Park Rd. SW
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 829-5333
www.kldland.com
Loucks Associates

Paul McGinley
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505
www.loucksassociates.com
Massey Land Surveying & Engrg

Richard Massey
PO Box 100
Kasson, MN 55944
(507) 634-4505
www.masseylandsurveying.com

Moore Engineering

Oliver Surveying & Engineering

Rick M. Blom
580 Dodge Ave
Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072
www.oliver-se.com
Otto Associates

Paul Otto, Ed Otto
9 West Division St
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727
www.ottoassociates.com
Rehder & Associates, Inc.

Alvin Rehder
3440 Federal Drive, Ste 110
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 452-5051
www.rehder.com
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Firm Member Directory
Salo Engineering, Inc.

W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Widseth Smith Nolting - Crookston

David Salo
4560 Norway Pines Place
Hermantown, MN 55811
(218) 727-8796
www.saloeng.com

Woodrow Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S. Ste 228
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055

Garrett Borowicz
216 South Main St
Crookston, MN 56716
(218) 281-6522
www.wsn.us.com

Sathre-Bergquist Inc.

Wallace Buckler
N. Lake Shore Dr, PO Box 144
Crosby, MN 56441
(218) 546-6375

David Pemberton
150 S. Broadway Ave.
Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000
www.sathre.com
Sibley Surveyors Inc.

Avery Grochow
335 Main Avenue, PO Box 988
Gaylord, MN 55334
(507) 237-5212
SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Matthew Hansen
1 Carlson Pkwy., Suite 150
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010
www.srfconsulting.com
Stonebrooke Engineering Inc.

305 Stonebrooke Court
Shakopee, MN 55379
(952) 402-9202
Stonemark Land Surveying Inc.

Patrick Trottier and Cynthia Hidde
P.O. Box 874
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
(218) 568-4940
Sunde Land Surveying, LLC

Lenny Carlson
9001 E Bloomington Freeway, Suite #118
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-2455
www.sunde.com

Wallace Buckler LS

Westwood Professional Services

Craig Morse
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-5150
www.westwoodps.com
Westwood Professional Services

Christopher Hoglund
423 Laurel St
Brainerd, MN 56401-3524
(218) 829-1751
www.westwoodps.com
Westwood Professional Services

Nate Carlson
3701 12th St. N, Suite 206
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 253-9495
www.westwoodps.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Alexandria

Bryan Balcome
610 Fillmore St
PO Box 1028
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 762-8149
www.wsn.us.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Bemidji

Scott Buxton
315 - 5th St NW
PO Box 398
Bemidji, MN 56649-0398
(218) 444-1859
www.wsn.us.com
Widseth Smith Nolting Brainerd/Baxter

Chad Conner
7804 Industrial Pk Rd/Box 2720
Baxter, MN 56425
(218) 829-5117
www.wsn.us.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Grand Forks

Chris Jordheim
2715 South Washington St.
PO Box 14546
Grand Forks, ND 58208
(701) 795-1975
www.wsn.us.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Red Wing

240 Harrison St
Red Wing, MN 55066
(651) 388-2443
www.wsn.us.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Rochester

6301 Bandel Rd NW, Ste 301
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 292-8743
www.wsn.us.com
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Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Aero-Metric, Inc.

Geoshack Direct

Leica Geosystems Inc

Miles Strain
13400 68th Ave N
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(763) 420-9606
www.aerometric.com

Thad King
2307 Springlake Rd
Dallas, TX 75234
(972) 918-5300
geoshack.com

Chris Rotegard
4107 158th Street West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(612) 385-6067
www.leica-geosystems.us

Ayres Associates

Harrison Marker Co.

Daryl Sather
9808 Robin Oak Road
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 270-3175
www.ayresassociates.com

Ellen Johnson
Box 66
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445
www.harrisonmarker.com

RDO Integrated Controls
Fred Meyer
9201 East Bloomington Freeway
Bloomington, MN 55420
(612) 386-8490
www.rdointegratedcontrols.com

Berntsen International, Inc.
Susan Norby
PO Box 8670
Madison, WI 53708-8670
(608) 249-8549
www.berntsen.com

Frontier Precision
Steve Richter
2852 7th St. N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 654-6511
Fax (320) 654-6520
8039 24th Ave S
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 698-3077
www.frontierprecision.com
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