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From the President
Harold C. Peterson
It’s early May. Most Minnesota lakes are still covered in
ice and snow. Spring has arrived many times, only to retreat
in the face of more snow and cold. The fishing opener may
face frozen lakes. No spring this year. We need to move directly to summer. With the generally improving economy
and the quickly improving housing markets, surveyors should
have a busy year. We need the weather to improve so we can
move forward.
On February 26 thru March 1, 2013, Connie and I had
the great pleasure of representing MSPS at the 121st Annual
General Meeting of the Association of Ontario Land Surveyors (AOLS). The meeting was held in Toronto at the Marriott
Downtown Eaton Center Hotel, a beautiful hotel located in
downtown Toronto near many local attractions. Connie and
I were warmly welcomed and treated as honored quests for
the four-day event.
The Annual General Meeting was held Tuesday through
Friday. Tuesday started with a six-hour workshop on public
relations and marketing to improve clients’ overall experience. The opening ceremonies were at 4 p.m. followed by a
reception and dinner to recognize and honor veteran surveyors with many years of service to the surveying profession.
Veteran surveyors were given pins for 25 years of service and
50 years of service. This is an idea MSPS should explore.
Wednesday activities were scheduled to include the exhibitors and fundraising for the AOLS Education Foundation. Lunch was served in the exhibit hall with time to meet
the exhibitors’ staff. The evening Welcome Party was sponsored by the exhibitors and AOLS Foundation. An informal
dinner was served in the exhibit hall. Each exhibitor provided
an item for an evening raffle that supports the Foundation.
The items donated stayed with exhibitors in their booths.
Raffle tickets were purchased throughout the exhibit hall and
adjoining areas. The raffle tickets were deposited with the exhibitor that donated the item or items you wished to win.
The drawings were held through the evening. It was a fun
time for all who were involved and a great opportunity for the
exhibitors to meet potential clients. The Foundation received
all funds raised with the multiple raffles.
Thursday was a learning day with concurrent learning
sessions conducted in the morning. The learning sessions
were conducted by the exhibitors’ staff. The sessions were well
attended and very professionally presented. The afternoon
session was on riparian bounds presented by a well-known local attorney. Very interesting theories were presented. Lunch
4

on Thursday was also a reception for new surveyors
receiving their commissions. Twelve new surveyors
received their licensure and
their numbers. Ontario is
retiring more surveyors than commissioning new surveyors.
The AOLS business meeting was held Friday, with reports on budgeting, insurance programs, staff and discipline
issues. Their annual budget is approximately $2,000,000 with
11 full-time employees. At lunch, the new officers were sworn
in and retiring officers were recognized for their service. The
afternoon was reserved for a meeting of all association Presidents to discuss common survey issues from across Canada
including how to finance their national surveyors association.
The AOLS Annual Meeting was very well done. I hope
MSPS can incorporate some new ideas into our annual meeting.
The MSPS Government Relations Committee had a
busy spring monitoring legislative activity — including the
Governor’s proposal to tax professional services. The Governor withdrew support for a sales tax on professional services
— but when the tax reform bills were introduced, the proposed sales tax was back on the table. At this point, with the
recommendation of the Government Relations Committee,
MSPS exercised our contract with Nancy Haas (Messerli and
Kramer) to help monitor the progress of these bills and lobby against passage. Many professional organizations lobbied
against these bills and the proposed sales tax was removed.
Thank you to Rick Morey and the Government Relations
Committee for their efforts. I have discussed expanding our
existing contract with Nancy Haas to include additional services. This will become a budgeting issue this fall.
MSPS has new co-chairs for the Public Relations Committee. Katie Cook and Jane Jennison have agreed to co-chair
this very important committee. Both Katie and Jane have
wonderful new ideas.
The Upper Midwest Surveying Education Fund endowment is now in place. St. Cloud State University has signed
the memo of understanding and the money has been delivered. Congratulations to everyone involved in this undertaking.
Continued on page 5
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From the MSPS Executive Director
Eric P. Ewald, CAE
I participated in the NSPS Executive Directors Forum
in April. There were a few more Executive Directors in attendance this year than last year. We had a total of nine participants who came from some of the most active chapters of
NSPS. The group is starting to grow back, now that the NSPS
spring business meetings have been designated as the institutionalized time and location of our one in-person meeting
per year. We used to meet as a part of the NSPS national
conference, which is no longer being produced. Our group
will continue to meet throughout the year via quarterly conference calls.

We also had time to present
to each other on the disposition
of our respective associations
and to discuss association management best practices. MSPS
continues to compare well with
the other states on key metrics — particularly steady membership and solid participation at events. MSPS volunteerism
on the various committees and the board has been good and
the organization will want to make sure this continues via
new additions each year.

This year, a lot of our time was focused on the logistics
of implementing the NSPS 100% membership program.
We discussed this with NSPS staff and with each other to
learn about each other’s processes. The program continues to
grow with 33 states having either signed the memorandum
of understanding (MOU) or had their membership or Board
endorse the concept allowing them to move forward on developing their MOU.

I hope to see a lot of members August 15-17 during the
MSPS Summer Meeting being sponsored by Chapter 2 at
Chase on the Lake in Walker, MN. This is always a nice environment for getting some continuing education, to catch
up with colleagues and friends and to have some fun. Please
make sure to look at the materials for the Summer Meeting in
this issue of the Surveyor and consider attending!

Particpants in the NSPS Executive Directors Forum.

MSPS President’s Report, continued from page 4

In closing, please support MSPS and Chapter 2 by attending the Summer Meeting. The Summer Meeting is August 15-16, 2013, in Walker, MN. A time to relax, a time to
meet old friends, a time to meet new people and a time to
receive some PDHs. I look forward to seeing you.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions, comments or information. The best contact is by email. My email
address is hpeterson@jrhinc.com or my office phone is 952890-6044 ext 189.
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From the NSPS Governor
Tony Blumentritt
The NSPS Spring business meetings were held April 1214, 2013, in Gaithersburg, MD. It was a very interesting
event. NSPS has been promising that change is in the works,
and it is apparent that the organization is changing in profound and fundamental ways.
At the Board of Governors meeting on April 13, 2013,
the board was introduced to two new consultants working
on behalf of NSPS: The legislative affairs consultant John
M. Palatiello & Associates, and the communications company Flatdog Media, represented at the meeting by Neil
Sandler. After introduction of the two consultants, a SWOT
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) discussion including the consultants and the Board of Governors
was held. Of note was that the legislative affairs consultant,
the communications company, and the board of governors all
worked together on this project. Everyone involved was concerned with the common goal of making NSPS the premier
organization representing land surveyors across the country at
the national level. It was not business as usual, it was an examination of what the NSPS is, and how to get the organization
to reach its aspirations. The comments and information generated during that discussion will be
organized into a strategic plan.
Here’s where you come in. This is now your
organization. With membership comes responsibility. Please take a look at the NSPS website
(www.NSPS.us.com). Ask questions. Provide input on NSPS
issues, both positive and negative. NSPS not only welcomes
your input, it needs it. There is additional information in the
NSPS press release on page 7.
Two new motions were considered by the Board of
Governors:

A motion that the NSPS Museum Committee be charged
with providing support for existing and future museum displays containing surveying artifacts and/or information and
explore the feasibility of creating a display to be offered to
museums throughout the United States. As you may know,
the National Museum of Surveying located in Springfield, IL,
was closed in January 2013 due to economic issues. Hopefully this charge for the committee will fill a void left by the
museum closure.

A motion that the NSPS
Board of Directors direct the
ALTA/ACSM
committee
to investigate ExpressMap
Services to see if it violates professional practice and direct
the committee to recommend an appropriate course of action. ExpressMap Services is offered by First American Title
as an alternative to ALTA/ACSM Land Title Services. Refer
to http://www.firstam.com/title/homebuilder/products/duediligence-services/expressmap-services.html for additional
details on ExpressMap Services.
The Government Affairs committee presented an update
at its committee meeting. Twelve legislative issues are currently being watched:
Digital Coast; Federal Prison Industries (FPI) Reform;
Flood Insurance Reform and Modernization (FIRM Act);
FLAIR (Federal Land Asset Inventory Reform) Act; Geospatial Governance & Coordination; Government Competition;
Highways/State DoTs; National Parcel Data; Pipeline & Infrastructure; Privacy Legislation; Quality Based
Selection (QBS); and Tax Reform.
The entire Government Affairs Update for
April 2013 (providing more information on
these issues) is posted on the MSPS website.
The ALTA/ACSM committee met regarding proposed changes to the ALTA/ACSM Land Title Survey
Standards. Approximately five pages of suggested changes to
the current document were presented for consideration. The
next update for these standards is around 2015-2016. If you
have any suggestions for changes to these standards, please
let me know and they will be forwarded to the committee.
Or you can contact Committee Chair Gary Kent at gkent@
schneidercorp.com.
The NSPS Board of Governors is advisory to the NSPS
Board of Directors. One of the benefits of the NSPS 100%
program is that the 100% state has a seat not only on the
Board of Governors, but on the Board of Directors as well.
With the success of the NSPS 100% initiative, there were 22
new board members at the fall meeting. It was a roomful. All
in all, the meeting went quite smoothly, with the new board
members needing additional help at times in understanding

Get more information about NSPS at http://www.nsps.us.com
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NSPS Governor’s Report, continued from page 7

procedures, background, etc. Both motions introduced at the
Board of Governors meeting passed at the Board of Directors
meeting.
Today’s acronym is COGO: The Coalition of Geospatial
Organizations. The Coalition of Geospatial Organizations
(COGO) is a coalition of 16 national professional societies,
trade associations, and membership organizations in the geospatial field, representing more than 30,000 individual producers and users of geospatial data and technology. NSPS is
a member of that group. For more information on COGO,
visit http://www.cogo.pro

This is an exciting time to be a part of NSPS. Many
changes are being contemplated for the organization. No
matter what changes are being considered, the only way the
organization will be a success is if the members and governance of the organization see that success happens. There may
be some growing pains. There will almost certainly be more
changes. However, I am very optimistic about the future of
NSPS. If you have any comments, questions, or concerns regarding this article, please contact me at tonyb@blumentritt.
biz.

NSPS Spring Meetings April 12-14, 2013

NSPS Membership Grows; Communications &
Legislative Affairs Programs Launched
The six-month-old national campaign by the National
Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) to include every licensed surveyor in the United States among its membership
is exceeding all expectations, with 22 state societies on board.
“This is truly exciting,” exclaimed incoming NSPS President Lamar Evers, PSM. “We’ve already grown from under
3,000 members to well over 10,000 in this short amount of
time, and I expect the other state societies to join in this effort to create a powerful national voice, with strong grassroots
support, for professional surveyors.”
In addition to the NSPS leadership, about 10 Executive
Directors and representatives from 48 state societies and the
District of Columbia were in attendance. The overwhelming consensus was that NSPS has begun to turn the corner
toward an era of activism and a positive new image for the
organization and surveyors as a whole. “We are thrilled with
the start to this program,” remarked NSPS Executive Director
Curt Sumner.
Presentations by principals of the newly contracted communications company (Flatdog Media) and legislative affairs
consultant (John M. Palatiello & Associates) highlighted the
meeting.
“I hope that five or ten years from now we will be able to
say we were there at the spring meeting in 2013 that served as
the turning point for this proud profession,” said Flatdog Me-

dia President Neil Sandler. He outlined a communication effort that will embrace social media tools, a newly created blog,
and print and e-editions of a monthly newsletter dubbed Dual
Frequency, to open lines of communication between members
of NSPS and leaders of the national organization, as well as
providing a strong national voice for the profession.
John Palatiello outlined a legislative affairs program that
will:
•

serve as the voice, as well as the “eyes and ears of the surveying profession in Washington;”

•

keep NSPS members informed of policy issues affecting
the profession;

•

create business opportunities for surveyors, and

•

enhance the professional image of surveyors.

Palatiello also conducted a highly interactive open-forum
strategic planning session designed to have everyone in attendance work toward a “common cause solution.” Participants
helped identify strengths and weaknesses of NSPS and the
profession of surveying, as well as opportunities and threats to
the organization and the profession. Following a compilation
of the comments, a strategic plan will be created for review
and approval by the board and NSPS membership.
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Continued on page 9
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Reminder Regarding NSPS
Membership
All MSPS Licensed Surveyor (LS) members automatically have membership in the National Society of Professional
Surveyors (NSPS). For all other MSPS membership types —
including LSITs, Life members and Honorary members —
NSPS membership is optional.
For those MSPS member types where NSPS membership
is not automatic, our state’s agreement with NSPS allows us
to extend a special rate of $40 per year for NSPS membership. If you would like to take advantage of this special rate,
the easiest method is to include the $40 with your annual
dues (or in the case of Life members and Honorary members,
with the form that our office sends annually to confirm your
contact information for our records.
If you have any questions, please contact MSPS Executive Director Eric Ewald at msps@mnsurveyor.com or 651290-6266.

8

MSPS Member Benefit:

Free Job Listings
Job Seekers:

The MSPS Job Bank saw a definite upward trend in job
opportunities during 2012. Find your next position at http://
www.mnsurveyor.com/jobbankdisplaylistings.cfm — or post
your résumé by going to the MSPS website at www.mnsurveyor.com; under the “Careers” button, click on “Post a Résumé.” There is no fee to post résumés — just fill out an easy
online form.
Employers:

Next time your company has an opening for a Surveyor,
LSIT, Survey Crew Technician, or another position related
to surveying, be sure to check out the MSPS Job Bank! The
service is free to MSPS Firm Members. Others pay just $100
to reach a targeted audience of Licensed Surveyors and LSITs.
You can also check out the résumés of job seekers at no cost.
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NSPS Spring Meetings, continued from page 7

More information on NSPS’s Strategic Plan will be forthcoming.
FIG President CheeHai Teo addressed the NSPS spring
meeting. He said that while these are exciting times for surveyors worldwide, surveyors in many other parts of the world
are also being challenged to carve out their roles. The continuing evolution of the role of the surveyor is being defined
and redefined in every quarter of the planet. But professional
surveyors can have a huge impact in the improved sustainability of the planet, and the definition of land rights as third
world nations redefine their laws with regards to land ownership.
During the NSPS general membership meeting which
preceded the strategic planning exercise, NSPS approved a
variety of bylaws changes associated with the 100% joint
membership program, and the 2013 NSPS officers and directors were installed.

The first day of the three-day Spring Business meetings
featured a variety of Committee meetings and a well-attended
State Society Executives Forum. More than 20 NSPS governors and officers engaged in discussions with the state executives about the excitement, opportunities, and anxieties
associated with the new joint membership program.
On the last day of the meetings, the NSPS Board of Directors met in its new configuration which included Directors
representing each of the 22 state societies that have signed the
Memorandum of Understanding for the joint membership
program. Outgoing President Bob Dahn presented a certificate of appreciation to each of the 22 new directors. Photos
of each of these presentations can be viewed on the NSPS
Facebook page.
For more information contact: Trish Milburn, NSPS,
at trisha.milburn@nsps.us.com; phone 240-439-4615, ext.
105.

The NSPS Board of Governors met immediately after the
strategic planning session. A report on this meeting will be
available soon.
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How to Use Judicial Landmarks
by David J. Meyers, Rinke Noonan Law Firm
Minnesota law allows the placement of Judicial Landmarks to permanently mark property boundaries. This can be
a great help to landowners and their surveyor to permanently
correct a problem description. It has been my experience that
most surveyors know of Judicial Landmarks (JLM), but few
understand the process to place the markers.
A JLM may be placed as part of a Torrens Action or in
an Action to Determine Adverse Claims to abstract property, most often called a Quiet Title lawsuit. The procedure is
similar for both, and is outlined in Minn. Stat. § 559.25 (see
Figure 1).
First, an accurate survey and description must be prepared. After the lawyer, surveyor and owner all agree on the
boundary, the matter needs to go to Court either through
an Application to Register Title or a Proceeding Subsequent
(Torrens) or as part of a Summons and Complaint lawsuit for
abstract land. The pleadings or Application to the Court must
state that the owner intends to place the JLM.
The lawyer needs to serve all of the surrounding property
owners, including all holders of all liens. The Court needs to
have jurisdiction over everyone who has any claim to the surrounding land in order to finally place the JLM monument.
Failure to include anyone opens the JLM to a later challenge.
In some cases, it may be necessary to only set the JLM
on one or two boundary lines. This is infrequent, but in that
case, only the owners and lienholders of the land with the
boundaries to be set need to be notified and made a part of
the lawsuit. I generally recommend placing JLMs around the
entire boundary, since the extra cost is usually minimal.
As a practice tip, I find it very helpful to have the surveyor first talk to the neighbors of the adjoining properties

and explain what the landowner is trying to do. It may be
that a compromise can be reached on the boundary between
the adjoining landowners, which makes the Court case much
simpler. I prefer to have the surveyor make the initial contact
with the neighbor, since lawyers are generally thought of as
advocates for one party. This is a service that surveyors can
provide.
I also have the surveyor meet with the government road
authority to make certain there is no encroachment of the
right-of-way. Again, this can prevent unnecessary arguments.
After all parties are served, and all disputes are resolved
through settlement or trial, the Court issues an Interlocutory Order (see Figure 2). This is sometimes confusing to the
surveyor. The surveyor may not set a JLM until ordered by
the court. The Court must first issue the Interlocutory Order
finding that all Defendants (adjacent owners) are in default,
and that the Plaintiff (property owner) owns the property described in the Complaint.
After the Court issues the Interlocutory Order authorizing the surveyor to place the JLM, the surveyor must set the
monuments. The surveyor then prepares a map showing the
placement of the JLMs, which is filed with the Court. The
Judge then signs the final Order, which states that the Plaintiff owns the land, the legal description is confirmed and that
the boundaries of that description are marked with the JLM.
Once the appeal time has passed (60 days), the boundary may
never again be challenged.
Here are a few tips that surveyors should keep in mind.
First, there is no standard JLM monument called out by statute. I insist on using a three or four foot cast iron monument,
with a tapered top. I require placement of at least four JLMs.
I am convinced that over the next many years, two of the

Figure 1. Minn. Stat. § 559.25.
10
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Judicial Landmarks, continued from page 10

JLMs will be lost, but with tapered tops, there is a chance that
the remainder of the base of the JLM will be found. Setting
four, even if two are lost, means that two might remain.
The cast iron monuments are more expensive, but a good
survey and a Torrens or Quiet Title probably involves $5,000
to $10,000 in legal fees and survey costs. Why skimp on the
Judicial Marker if that much cost has gone into the case?
Minn. Stat. § 559.25 states that the marker must state
“Judicial Landmark” on top. I like to have the surveyor’s license number also stamped onto the marker (see Figure 3).
When marking the boundary of a right-of-way or other
area that might be disturbed, keep in mind you do not have to
set the JLM at the corner. It may be set on line. Offsetting the
JLM to keep out of a wetland, away from a right-of-way or
other area where you know there will be construction, might
help preserve the JLM.
Setting a JLM in a Torrens case is about as good as title
gets in Minnesota. Claims of adverse possession and prescriptive easements are not allowed against a Torrens title. If the
Court has placed the Judicial Monuments with a Torrens
title, the owner is forever, assured that no one will ever successfully encroach upon his boundary.

In my opinion, a JLM may be placed at a government
corner. But, that does not mean that the JLM has marked
the government corner. The government corner is where the
original government surveyor placed it. A JLM at a government corner marks the boundary of the parcel in question,
and it may aid other surveyors in locating the corner, but it is
not the absolute guaranteed government corner.
Sometimes a JLM is placed in a wrong location. When
that happens, the surveyor may not move it once the Court
has issued its judgment. Instead, the lawyer should go back to
Court and have the Judge issue an Amended Order to correct
the location of the JLM. I have also used an Affidavit of the
surveyor stating that the JLM was placed in error, showing
the correct location bearings.
When the JLM survey is filed with the Court, it is also
a good idea to file it with the County Recorder or County
Registrar of Titles.
Finally, when a JLM is set, I prefer to use an amended
or corrected description including the JLM. For example, a
Continued on page 12

Figure 2. Interlocutory Order examples.
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Judicial Landmarks, continued from page 11

distance in bearing may give direction “to a JLM” or “through
a JLM” (see Figure 4).
It is my opinion that a Quiet Title action or even a Torrens action to correct a boundary, without also placing a JLM,
is a waste of everyone’s time. If the boundary is in question, it
means that prior and current surveyors do not agree. Lawyers
and surveyors may complete a Quiet Title action only to be
challenged
later when
another surveyor
disagrees with
the corner
location. By

placing a JLM, even if a future surveyor would disagree (and I
do not know why that would happen) the boundary markers
are set and are beyond challenge.
©2013 David J. Meyers.
David J. Meyers is a partner with the Rinke Noonan Law
Firm, St. Cloud, MN. He is certified as a Real Property Law
Specialist by the Minnesota State Bar Association, and he is the
Examiner of Titles for five Minnesota counties.
NOTE: The Court Orders used with this article have been
condensed. Orders issued in a Torrens or Quiet Title case would
include additional findings and conclusions.

Figure 3. Example of Judicial Landmark, including the license number of the surveyor who
completed the work.
Figure 4 (left and below). Examples of Abstract Titles.
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Advertise in the Minnesota
Surveyor!
More than 700 members of the surveying community in Minnesota read the
award-winning Minnesota Surveyor magazine. Advertising in the magazine is a great
way to reach that audience!
2013 ADVERTISING RATES:
1/3 page (4.5” wide x 4.75” high)..... $119.00
1/2 page (7.5” wide x 5” high).......... $163.00
2/3 page (4.5” wide x 10” high)........ $210.00
Full page (7.5” wide x 10” high)........ $305.00
Back Cover (7.5” wide x 5.25” high).$210.00
SUSTAINING MEMBERS receive
a 20% Discount!
Deadline for our next issue
(Fall 2013):
August 16 for September publication

Contact Laurie Pumper at the MSPS Office,
lauriep@ewald.com or (651) 290-6273 for
more information. Please send ads via email,
preferably in pdf format, to Laurie Pumper
at lauriep@ewald.com.

MSPS Calendar of Events
MSPS Board of Directors Meeting: July 11
MSPS Summer Meeting: August 15-16, Chase on the Lake,
Walker, MN
MSPS Board of Directors Meeting: September 26
MSPS Board of Directors Meeting: November 21
MSPS Winter Seminar: December 6. 8 am to 4 pm, Ramada
Mall of America, Bloomington, MN. The presenter will be David
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Minnesota Surveyor!
MSPS Board of Directors Meeting: January 9, 2014
MSPS 2014 Annual Meeting: February 19-20, 2014, Ramada
Mall of America, Bloomington, MN

J.R.Nelson & Company
since ................ 1983

Photographically reproduced Mylars

Index of Advertisers
Berntsen Survey Markers . . . . . . . . . 10
Frontier Precision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Harrison Marker Co . . . . . .  Back Cover
Leica Geosystems...Inside Front Cover, 25
Clinton McLagan Attorney at Law.  . 30
J.R. Nelson & Company. . . . . . . . . . 13
RDO Integrated Controls. . . . . . . . .  21
Rinke Noonan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29
That CAD Girl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23
For more information about advertising
with MSPS, contact Laurie Pumper
at (651) 290-6273
or email lauriep@ewald.com

as mandated by Minnesota Statutes 505.021

Subdivision 1. Plat Format

A plat shall be prepared on four mil transparent reproducible film or
the equivalent, and shall be reproduced by a photographic process.
Plat sheet size shall be 22 inches by 34 inches.

612.339.1425

------- same day services Available ------e-mail .pdf files to: plot@jrnelson.com
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MSPS 2013 Summer Meeting

Presented by Northwest Area Chapter 2
August 15-16 • Chase on the Lake Resort, Walker, MN
Directions:

Chase on the Lake Resort is located on the shores of
Leech Lake in the city of Walker, Minnesota.
If you are coming from the South and/or East, you will
enter Walker from the southeast on US Hwy 371/MN 200.
Once you are in Walker, take a right (north) onto 6th Street,
which runs between Reed’s Sporting Goods and First National Bank of Walker. Go approximately 2 blocks north on 6th
Street and Chase on the Lake will be in front of you on the
right.
If you are coming from the North and/or West, you will
enter Walker from the northwest on US Hwy 371/MN 200.
Once you are in Walker, take a left (north) onto 6th Street,
which runs between Reed’s Sporting Goods and First National Bank of Walker. Go approximately 2 blocks north on 6th
Street and Chase on the Lake will be in front of you on the
right.
If you are coming from the South and/or West, you will
enter Walker from the southwest on MN Hwy 34. Once you
are in Walker, take a right (east) onto US Hwy 371/MN 200.
After going east approximately 2 blocks, take a left (north)
onto 6th Street, which runs between Reed’s Sporting Goods
and First National Bank of Walker. Go approximately 2
blocks north on 6th Street and Chase on the Lake will be in
front of you on the right.

MSPS Summer Meeting Schedule and
Highlights
Thursday, August 15

8:30-9:30am

Registration and Refreshments

8:30am-12:30pm

MSPS Board of Directors Meeting

9:30-11:30am

Land Surveying Technical Session (2
PDHs): Tim Haugen, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, “Subdivision of Section: Three-Mile Method”

2:00-5:00pm

9 Hole Golf Tournament — Two Person Teams (Longbow Golf Club, Walker, MN)

and attractions for visitors of all ages. Leech Lake offers a wide
array of water-related sports and activities, and the City of
Walker has a number of shopping opportunities within walking distance of the resort. Northern Lights Casino and Event
Center is located 5 miles southeast of Walker on US Hwy
371/MN 200, and shuttles are available for transport to and
from the casino.
4:30-5:30pm
Surveyor Olympics (Chase on the Lake
Resort)
5:30-6:30pm

Social Hour
• Silent Auction, with proceeds going to
MLS Foundation.
• Cash Bar sponsored by Frontier Precision, with proceeds going to MLS
Foundation.

6:30-7:30pm

Dinner

8:00 pm - ?

Bonfire on the shores of Leech Lake

Friday, August 16

7:30-8:00am

Registration and refreshments

8:00-10:00am

Land Surveying Technical Session (2
PDHs): Greg Gust, National Weather
Service Meteorologist (Grand Forks,
ND), “Climate, Weather, and Severe
Weather across these Northern Plains…
The lay of our land, and is it changing?”

11:00am-4:00pm

18 Hole Golf Tournament (Tianna
Country Club, Walker, MN).
• Presentation of trophy
at the Golf Course.

For those who may wish to participate in an alternate activity,
Chase on the Lake and the Walker area offer many activities
14
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MSPS 2013 Summer Meeting, continued from page 14

Fees
Summer Meeting: $90 (Includes Thursday dinner and Thursday and Friday seminars)
Thursday Dinner Only: $35
Thursday Golf: $30 (Includes 9 holes of golf with cart)
Friday Golf: $45 (Includes 18 holes of golf with cart)

About Our Speakers
Tim Haugen is a Licensed Land Surveyor in Minnesota
and is currently a Land Surveyor for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service in Fergus Falls, MN. He has 19 years of surveying
experience, having spent time in both the private and public sectors, and currently serves as Secretary/Treasurer for
MSPS Northwest Area Chapter 2. He will be talking about
the Three-Mile Method of section subdivision, a method that
was commonly used by the General Land Office on Indian
reservation lands.
Greg Gust is currently the NOAA/NWS Warning Coordination Meteorologist serving eastern North Dakota and
northwest Minnesota (the Red River Basin) from his office
in Grand Forks, ND. A true Minn-Dakota native, Greg was
born in Grand Forks, raised on a farm in Polk County, MN,
and is a lifelong outdoors enthusiast — with a peculiar penchant for the extremes of weather, water, and climate. He’s
been a primary liaison for the U.S. Weather Service to area
emergency management officials, government leaders, media
outlets, and Red River Basin communities at large since 1998,
and across the much larger Northern Plains Region since

1992. In addition, Greg has experience as a commissioned
Air Force Weather Officer and an educator spanning various
national and international assignments.

Lodging
Lodging is not included in registration fees. Make your
reservations through Chase on the Lake Resort. A block of
rooms will be held until July 24. Book your room at http://
www.chaseonthelake.com/ or call 1-888-242-7306 (toll-free)
and be sure to reference “Land Surveyors Conference” to get
our special rates. MSPS guests enjoy 2 hours complimentary
bowling during your stay (based on availability) as well as
10% off services at the onsite Copper Door Spa.
Room Rates:

$119/Night… Classic Rooms
• Flat screen TV
• Full bath
• Refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker, hair dryer
• Air Conditioning
$139/Night… Lake View Rooms
• Flat screen TV
• Full bath
• Refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker, hair dryer
• Air Conditioning

Local Attractions
The greater Walker area offers many activities and adventures to visitors, including:
• Many miles of hiking/biking trails in
wilderness areas.
• Outstanding multi-species fishing opportunities
• Boating and Sailing
• Shooting sports (Northstar Sportsmen’s
Club)
• Northern Lights Casino
• Geocaching
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The Public Land Survey Notes for Minnesota:
An Introduction and Examination of the Earliest Volumes
by Rod Squires, Department of Geography, Environment and Society, University of Minnesota
Introduction

The database containing digitized images of the volumes
of the public land survey field notes ensures the widespread
availability of the data contained in the notebooks.1 There
are clear and obvious benefits. The first is, of course, easy access to the notebook data for anyone interested in historical
reconstruction. The second benefit is perhaps as obvious, a
reduction in the use of the very fragile notebook volumes in
the Minnesota Historical Society collections.2
With easier access to the notes, however, comes the realization that we know very little about the volumes and the
field notes they contain. We do not know, for example, when
and how the volumes of notes were compiled and organized.
The database thus invites, in fact, necessitates an analysis of
the data it contains, one that could not be previously made by
examining the volumes of the field notes housed at the Minnesota History Center.3 Such an analysis might reveal interesting and important characteristics of the data that have not
been explored and ask questions for which there may be no
answers. It seems to me that digital databases require accurate
and appropriate metadata that must include a description of
the documents from which the data in the database are derived and any questions about their provenance.4
We know, of course, that the field notes are a record of
what the deputy did and saw, as George A. Jones, Surveyor
General of the Wisconsin and Iowa surveying district stated
in 1846,
Your field notes are to form a full and perfect history of your
operations in the field. The field notes of the subdivision of
every township, whether fractional or not, are to be written in
a separate book.5

From general and special instructions we know what the
notes were to contain. Despite what J. S. Dodds noted in
his book Original Instructions Governing the Public Land Surveys of Iowa, “For those surveys completed before 1855 it is
very important to compare the survey record as preserved in
the original plats and field notes with the current original instructions of the same date as the survey, there have been no
studies looking at whether notebooks do, in fact, follow such
instructions.”6
However, we know so very little of the process through
which the deputy kept his notes and returned them to the sur-

veyor general’s office where they were transcribed and checked
for accuracy and then used to compile the township plats. We
do not know, for example whether the deputy wrote notes as
he and his crew were working and then rewrote them at the
end of a day’s work. Nor do we know the form of the notes
returned to the office — although we know there was a store
of books available for the surveyor general to give deputies.
We do not know how soon the notes were transcribed after
arriving in the office and when and how they were checked.
Nor do we what, if anything, was added to the notes during or after they were transcribed and stored in the surveyor
general’s office or after the surveys had been completed and
the notes transferred to the custody of the Minnesota Secretary of State. As mentioned above, we do not even know how
and when the notes were compiled into the volumes that now
exist and which provide the basic structure for the digitized
database or who gave the volumes their numbers and when.7
We do know, in general, how the field notebooks were
supposed to be organized. In 1846 the Surveyor General
clearly stated that the field notes of each township subdivision should be kept separate. In addition, he wrote,
No one page, either of the notes of township lines or subdivision,
is to embrace the field notes of more than one section line.
The date of each days (sic) work must follow immediately after
the notes thereof.
The first page of a field book of subdivision … is to embrace
only the township and range, State or Territory, name of the
deputy, with the dates at which the survey was commenced
and finished. The head of each subsequent page will express the
township, range and meridian.8

But we have no way of knowing, if the field notes of a
particular contract do not follow these instructions, whether
the fault lay with the deputy or the transcriber.
In this preliminary analysis of the digitized field notes
database, I describe three volumes of field notebooks made
by deputies under the instructions of 1846, some of which I
used in my earlier articles about the surveys between the St.
Croix and Mississippi rivers.9 I am not concerned with the
actual lines and the monuments but rather the structure of
the books themselves. I do not describe or assess the database itself, which will necessarily await more extensive use,
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The Public Land Survey Notes for Minnesota, continued from page 17

although I note some of its features that seem relevant to the
organization and structure of the volumes.

containing the notes of the surveys establishing township
exteriors and those containing the notes of the surveys subdividing the townships look quite different from each other
The generalizations I feel I can make at this stage in my and are numbered in a separate sequence.10 (Figs.1, 2) Those
research are quite trite. Each volume possesses a number but containing the notes of township exterior lines include the
it is not clear how they were so designated. Perhaps each was notes of several townships, although not necessarily all of the
assigned a number by the clerks in the office based on when townships, established by a particular deputy under a parthey were received at the surveyor general’s office. (Fig.1) Each ticular contract. Thus, the entire notes for the surveys carried
volume contains similar information, the notes of a particular under a single contract by a deputy may be in one volume or
survey carried out by a particular deputy under a particular multiple volumes. Each volume containing the exterior lines
contract, although there are considerable variations in where run under a contract is labeled by the deputy’s name and its
similar information appear in different volumes. Volumes
number in the sequence of
volumes carrying the notes
Township Exteriors
under that contract. (Fig.2)
Volumes 1-317 contain the notes to township exteriors west of the 5th PM.11
The content of each volume
Volumes 129-304 contain the notes to township exteriors west of the 4th PM.
of exterior notes is described
Volumes 169, 170, 176, 209, 219, 220, 225, 290 contain notes to exteriors east 4th PM.
in the deputy’s affidavit at the
end of the volume.13 In some
Township Subdivisions
cases the lines surveyed, and
Volumes numbered 1 to 262 contain the notes for all townships using the 4th Principal
the page number on which
Meridian arranged by range number and then by township from south to north
particular six-miles line seg• 1-9 contain the notes for townships east of the Meridian R1-7
ment can be found, are also
• 10-262 contain the notes for townships west of the Meridian R1-44
embossed on the front cover
of the volume. (Fig.3) The
Volumes 263 to 758 contain the notes for all townships using the 5th Principal Meridian
volumes containing the notes
arranged by range number and then by township from south to north R3-51.
of township subdivision lines
often include the notes of
12
several townships subdivided
Figure 1. Volume numbers for the Field Notes in the Minnesota Historical Society collection
by one or two deputies under different contracts. The
content of each volume, arranged by township and range, is described in the deputy’s
affidavit that appears at the end of the notes
and, in some cases, in an index showing the
page number on which particular one-mile
line segment can be found. (Fig. 4) The content of each volume of subdivision notes is
also described in the affidavit at the end of the
notes of each township. In some volumes are
sketch maps of the township. (Fig.5)14 As in
the case of the exterior volumes, each volume
does not necessarily contain all the subdivision lines run by a particular deputy under a
particular contract. I think it likely that both

Figure 2. Left: Exterior Field Notebook. Right:
Subdivision Notebook.
18
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The Public Land Survey Notes for Minnesota, continued from page 18

types of index, embossed on the cover or inserted in the front
of the volume, were added by the surveyor general’s staff.
Some volumes have a title page (describing the notes the
following pages contain, along with the name of the deputy
and when he started and completed the survey), some do not.
Most volumes contain the required affidavit of the deputy

and his assistants, all of which were normally acknowledged
or notarized by the surveyor general or another qualified official.15

Figure 4. Interior Notebook Volume 135 2. Index page to the
notes of the subdivision of Township 26 North Range 20 West

Figure 3. Exterior Field Notebooks. Top: Volume 131 containing the notes of James M Marsh. Bottom: Volume 134 containing the notes of J.E. Whitcher.

In this article I describe three volumes of field notes. Exterior volume 130 contains a portion of the notes made by
James M. Marsh, awarded a contract dated May 22, 1847, to
establish townships on either side of the St. Croix River north
and south of 3rd Correction Line.16 Interior volume 198 contains the notes of the lines subdividing three townships, T2931N R24W, comprising a portion of the notes made by Isaac
Higbee, awarded a contract September 3, 1847, to subdivide
several townships between the S. Croix and Mississippi rivers
then being established by James.17 This volume also contains
the notes of the surveys of four islands in the Mississippi River, three in T29N R24W carried out by Joseph Marshall in
1851 and 1852 and one in T30N R24W by the same deputy
in 1852.18 Interior volume 135 contains the notes subdividing four townships, T26-29 R20W. They represent a portion
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The Public Land Survey Notes for Minnesota, continued from page 19

of the notes made by William A. Jones, under his contract of
July 18, 1848, and a portion of those made by John Dunn
under his contract of August 30, 1847.19

contains the surveys of that portion of his district situated
West of St. Croix Lake & river respectively in the Territory
of Minnesota” by Surveyor General C.H. Booth on August
14, 1850. Clearly the original notes returned
to the surveyor general’s office by Marsh were
rewritten to contain only the notes relevant
to Minnesota. Three years elapsed between
Marsh submitting his original notes to Surveyor General Jones and Surveyor General
Booth’s certification. Since the townships established by Marsh in this volume had been
subdivided by August 1850, the original notes
had almost certainly been used by other deputies. This could mean that the original notes
were transcribed and the transcriptions rewritten which would suggest that there is probably
somewhere, in the National Archives perhaps,
a copy of the original notes showing the survey
lines east and west of the St. Croix. While there
may well be such a copy I would suggest that
this volume contains the original transcribed
notes, after all the original page numbers —
in parentheses — depict an uninterrupted sequence of pages. What may have happened is
that Booth’s certification was merely added to
an existing volume of notes.
Interior volume I4198 22 (Fig.7)

Figure 5. Interior Notebook Volume 135 191. Sketch map of Township 29 North
Under his contract, Isaac Higbee subRange 20 West
divided 16 townships between the St. Croix
and Mississippi Rivers. This volume, contain20
ing
his
field
notes
to T29-31N R24W, is merely one of the
Exterior Volume E4130 (Fig. 6)
volumes
that
contain
the notes made under the contract.
Under his contract, James Marsh established 59 full and
fractional townships on both sides of the St. Croix, all of There are six parts to this volume: his notes as he subdivided
which used the 3rd Correction Line run earlier in the year fractional T29 24 on November 4-5, 1847; Joseph Marshall’s
by Henry A. Wiltse as a base.21 This volume, then, represents notes of the meanders of Hennepin Island in section 29 of
only a fraction of the surveys Marsh carried out. The most no- T29 24 made on May 5, 1851 under the instructions of the
table feature of it is the affidavit on pages 105-106, in which surveyor general dated March 20, 1851; Marshall’s notes of
Marsh and his assistants John Allen and Mahon Black chain- the meanders of Contract Island in section 23 of T29 24
men and Michael Peltier marker affirmed that they had “es- made on September 9, 1852 under the instructions of the
tablished the foregoing township boundaries” in “Wisconsin surveyor general dated August 27, 1852; Higbee’s notes as
Territory,” an affidavit acknowledged by the Judge of Probate he subdivided T30N R24W; Marshall’s notes of his survey of
for St. Croix County, on October 30, 1847. These notes were an island in T30N R24W; and finally Higbee’s notes of his
certified as “a true copy of a part of the original field books subdivision of T31N R24W. Perhaps importantly, the three
containing the surveys executed by James M. Marsh … as townships subdivided by Higbee possess numbers while the

20
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Page 23

Place

Direction of Travel 24 Date

Description

Cover

Index

1

Blank

2-4 (1-3)

26/27 20

W

Sept. 22

From meander corner on right bank of St. Croix Lake

5-6 (4-5)

26 20/21

S

Sept. 22

Intersected left bank Mississippi River

7-12 (6-11)

26/27 21

W

Sept. 22

Intersected left bank of Mississippi River

13-14 (12-14)

26/27 22

W

Sept. 23

Intersected left bank of Mississippi River

15-20

27 20/21

N

Sept. 23

21-25

27/28 20

W

Sept.28

26-31

27/28 21

W

Sept. 29

32-33 (31-32)

27/28 22

W

Sept. 29

34-39 (33-38)

27 21/22

S

Sept. 30

40-45 (39-44)

28 21/22

N

Sept. 30

46-51 (45-50)

28 20/21

N

Sept. 30-Oct. 1

52-56 (51-55)

28/29 20

W

Oct. 5

57-62 (56-61)

28/29 21

W

Oct. 5-6

63-68 (62-67)

28/29 22

W

Oct. 6-7

69-73 (68-72)

28/29 23

W

Oct. 7

Intersected Mississippi River

74-75 (73-74)

28 22/23

S

Oct. 7

Intersected Mississippi River

76-81

29 22/23

N

Oct. 8

82-87 (81-86)

29 21/22

N

Oct. 8-9

88-93 (87-92)

29 20/21

N

Oct. 9

94-97

29/30 20

W

Oct. 14

98-103 (97-102)

29/30 21

W

Oct. 14

From meander corner on right bank of St. Croix Lake

Intersected Mississippi River

From meander corner on right bank of St. Croix Lake

104

Blank

105-106

Affidavit noting lines were in Wisconsin Territory, affidavit
acknowledged Oct. 30

106

Aug. 14 1850

Notes certified as “a true copy of a part of the original field books
containing the surveys executed by James M. Marsh ….. as contains the
surveys of that portion of his district situated West of St. Croix Lake &
river respectively in the Territory of Minnesota”

Figure 6. Volume E4130 containing the notes of James M. Marsh made under a contract dated May 22, 1847.
island surveys of Marshall possess what might be termed a
“series” number, endnote below. The structure of the volume
suggests that Higbee’s notes may have been transcribed and
compiled into a volume, or volumes, and then recompiled
after Marshall surveyed the islands. Higbee had already been
paid and the township plat drawn before Marshall carried out
his work.25

Interior volume I4135 26 (Fig.8)

This volume contains the field notes of William A. Jones
and John Dunn of their surveys subdividing four townships,
T26-30N R20W. Its structure, particularly the continuity of
the page numbers shown here in parentheses, suggests that
either this was the way in which the volume was originally
arranged, which is doubtful since a portion of the notes it
contains were copied, or that the pagination was made someContinued on page 22
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Page

Place

Date

Deputy

Description

0

Spine. “West 4.M. Minnesota T.29 to 31 Range 24” Note. “See No. 166 for T2729 R24”

1

Cover

2

29 24

Index diagram 29 24 showing pages on which notes for particular line segment
can be found

3

29 24

Sketch map showing the fractional township 29 24 on the left bank of the
Mississippi

4

Index diagram – no data. Note attached by paper clip “see book 166 for sections
west of Mississippi 11/27/84 Township 27 – 29”

5

29 24

Title. “Subdivision of Fractional Township No. 29 North of Range 24 West of the
4th Principal Meridian Wisconsin by Isaac N. Higbee D. Surveyor Commenced
Nov 4th 1847 Completed” November 5th 1847.

6

Blank

7-29 (1-23)

29 24

Notes. Meanders p.23-29

30 (24)

29 24

General description

31-32 (25)

29 24

Sept.3,1847

Isaac N. Higbee

35

29 24

May 5, 1851

J. M. Marshall

36-39 27

29 24

40-41

29 24

32

Affidavit
Affidavit acknowledged Jan.28,1848. J. E. Nightingale
Title. “Meander of Hennepin Island in Section 23 Township 29 North Range 24
West of 4th Principal Meridian Minnesota Territory By J. M. Marshall Deputy
Surveyor”
Notes

March 26, 1851

J. M. Marshall

41

Affidavit
Affidavit acknowledged June 2,1851 R. Marshall

42

Blank

43

29 24

Title. “Meander of Contract Island in the Mississippi River in Section 23 Township
29 North of Range 24 West of the 4th Principal Meridian. Minnesota Territory
By Jos. M. Marshall Deputy Surveyor Commenced Sept.9,1852 Completed”
Sept.9,1852

44

Names of assistants

45-47 28

29 24

Notes

47-48

29 24

Affidavit

29

49-50

Blank

51

29 24

Title. “Meander of Island in Section 23 Township 29 North of Range 24 West
of the 4th Principal Meridian. Minnesota Territory By Jos. M. Marshall Deputy
Surveyor Commenced Aug.11,1852 Completed” Aug.11,1852

52

Names of assistants

53-55 30

29 24

55-56

29 24

57

31

Notes
March 11,1852

J. M. Marshall

Affidavit

30 24

Affidavit acknowledged Aug.12,1852 Warren Bristoe

58

30 24

Index diagram 30 24 showing pages on which notes for particular line segment
can be found

59

30 24

Title. “Subdivision of Fractional Township 30 North of Range 24 West of the 4th
Principal Meridian Wisconsin by Isaac N. Higbee Deputy Surveyor Commenced
Nov 6th 1847 Completed” November 8th 1847.

60

30 24

Sketch map showing the fractional township 30 24 on the left bank of the
Mississippi

32

61-62

Blank. P.61 appears to have been inserted

Figure 7. Volume I4198 containing the notes of Isaac Higbee made under a contract dated September 3, 1847.
22
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63-98 (1-36) 30 24

Notes

33

99 (37)

30 24

100-101

30 24

General description
Sept.3, 1847

Isaac N. Higbee

Affidavit

101

Affidavit acknowledged Jan.28,1848 J. E. Nightingale

102

Blank

103

30 24

Title. “Meander of Island in Mississippi River Township 30 North of Range 24
West of the 4th Principal Meridian. Minnesota Territory By Jos. M. Marshall
Deputy Surveyor Commenced & Completed April 7th 1852

104

Names of assistants

105-108

30 24

108-110

30 24

Notes
March 11, 1852

J. M. Marshall

110-111

Affidavit
Affidavit acknowledged April 12,1852 R. Marshall

112

31 24

Index diagram 31 24 showing pages on which notes for particular line segment
can be found

113

31 24

Sketch map showing the fractional township 31 24 on the left bank of the
Mississippi

114 34
115-170
56)

Blank
(1- 31 24

Notes

171

General description – no data

172-173

31 24

Sept.3, 1847

Isaac N. Higbee

Affidavit

173

Affidavit acknowledged Jan.28,1848 J. E. Nightingale

174

Cover

Figure 7 (continued).
time after the copy of the notes to T26N R20W was made in
1850.35
Conclusion

This very brief overview of a small sample of field notebook volumes is meant to illustrate the richness of the database now available, the analysis of which should provide us
with a greater understanding of the nature of the field notes
relied upon by the modern land surveyor.

2.

Secretary of State, An Inventory of Its Land Survey Field Notes, accessible
online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/gr00507.pdf. I notice
the notes are now closed to the public although “Requests to use the
original field notes should be directed to the State Archivist,” see
MHS Library Catalog entry.

3.

Not merely because of the magnitude of dealing with the 3,000
volumes but because of the way in which the volumes were stored and
the MHS restrictions on how they were used.

4.

The metadata of the database can be found at http://www.mngeo.
state.mn.us/chouse/metadata/GLO_fieldnotes.html. See also “What
is metadata?” at http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/chouse/meta.html.

5.

Reprinted in White, C. Albert. A History of the Rectangular Survey
System (Washington, DC. Government Printing Office, 1982) p.344345 online at http://www.blm.gov/cadastral/Manual/pdffiles/histrect.
pdf and http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uiug.30112055399783 (loads
faster).

6.

Dodds, J.S. et al. Original instructions governing public land surveys
of Iowa, a guide to their use in resurveys of public lands (Ames, IA,
Iowa Engineering Society,1943) p.115 online at http://hdl.handle.
net/2027/uc1.b4262556

7.

We know nothing of how the notes were stored and used by the staff
in the surveyor general’s office or the staff in the Secretary of State’s
office when the Surveyor General of Minnesota’s office was closed and
the records transferred to the State in 1908.

Notes
1.

The project creating the database is described online at http://www.
mngeo.state.mn.us/chouse/GLO/fieldnotes/index.html. Access to the
database is through the BLM GLO website http://www.glorecords.
blm.gov/default.aspx. The database contains the images of the field
notes that were kept in the Surveyor General’s office in Dubuque
and St. Paul and also images of the Commissioner’s plats — copies
of the township plats that were sent to Washington, DC. Access to
the same digital images, and the township plats that were retained by
the Surveyor General, is also available through Minnesota Geospatial
Information Office website at http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/glo/
index.html.

Continued on page 24
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The Public Land Survey Notes for Minnesota, continued from page 23

Page

Place

Contract

Deputy

Description

0

Volume spine

1

Cover

2

26 20

Index diagram 26 20 showing pages on which notes for particular line
segments can be found

3

Blank

4

27 20

Index diagram 27 20 showing pages on which notes for particular line
segments can be found

5

Blank

6-7
8

36

Missing
29 20

Index diagram 29 20 showing pages on which notes for particular line
segment can be found

9

Blank

10

26 20

Index diagram 26 20 showing pages on which notes for particular line
segments can be found

11

26 20

Title. “(Copy) Subdivision of Township 26 North Range 20 West of
4th Principal Meridian Minnesota by William A. Jones Dep. Surv.
Commenced October 15th 1848 Completed November 24th 1848.”

12

Blank

13-23 (1-11)

Notes

24 (12)

26 20

25 (13)

26 20

26 (14)

26 20

27 (15) 37

26 20

General description
July 18,1848

William A. Jones

Affidavit
Affidavit acknowledged Dec. 20, 1848 Francis Yager J.P. Dubuque
County, Iowa
Certified as “a true copy of the subdivision of Township 2 North Range
20 West, 4th Mer. as far as the same extends in Minnesota” Aug.2,
1850 by Surveyor General Caleb Booth Pasted note on page: “Pages
numbered 16 through 33 contained no survey data and were not
microfilmed in 1983.”

28

27 20

29 (25)

27 20

Index diagram showing pages on which notes for particular line
segments can be found
William A. Jones

30

Title “Subdivision of Township 27 North Range 20 West of 4th
Principal Meridian Wisconsin by William A. Jones Deputy Surveyor
Commenced November 2nd 1848 Completed November 22nd 1848.”
Blank. The reverse of the sketch map

31

27 20

Sketch map showing the entire township east and west of Lake St. Croix.

32-108 (26-102)

27 20

Notes.

108 (102)

27 20

Pasted note on page: “Pages numbered 104 through 105 contained no
survey data and were not microfilmed in 1983.”

109 (103)

27 20

General description

110 (106)

Index diagram 28 20 showing pages on which notes for particular line
segments can be found

111-112 (107-108)

July 18,1848

112 (108)
113

William A. Jones

Affidavit
Affidavit acknowledged Dec. 20, 1848 Francis Yager J.P. Dubuque
County, Iowa

28 20

Sketch showing the entire township east and west of Lake St. Croix.

Figure 8. Volume I4135 containing township subdivision Lines T26 to 29 Range 20.

24

Summer 2013 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2013 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

The Public Land Survey Notes for Minnesota, continued from page 24

115 (109)

28 20

William A. Jones

116-187 (110-186)

28 20

Notes

188 (190)

28 20

General description. Pasted note on page: “Pages numbered 182 through
189 contained no survey data and were not microfilmed in 1983.”

189-190 (191-192)

28 20

July 18,1848

William A. Jones

190 (192)

Title. Subdivision of Township 28 North Range 20 West of 4th
Principal Meridian Wisconsin by William A. Jones Deputy Surveyor
Commenced Nov.11th 1848 Completed Nov.18th 1848.”

Affidavit
Affidavit acknowledged Dec. 20, 1848. Francis Yager J.P. Dubuque
County, Iowa

191

29 20

Sketch map 29 20 showing the entire township east and west of Lake
St. Croix

192

29 20

Index diagram 29 20 showing pages on which notes for particular line
segments can be found

193 (193)

29 20

John Dunn

194 (194)

Title. “Subdivision of Township 29 North Range 20 West of 4th
Principal Meridian Wisconsin by John Dunn Deputy Surveyor
Commenced Nov. 1st 1847 Completed Nov.6th 1847.”
Note. “This township was mostly run with the solar compass, therefore
the test lines were omitted”

195-263 (195-263)

29 20

Notes

264 (264)

29 20

General description dated “Nov.6th A D 1847”

265-266 (265-266)

29 20

Aug. 30,1847

John Dunn

Affidavit

266 (266)

Affidavit acknowledged Nov. 25,1847 Surveyor General Geo W. Jones

267-268

Cover

Figure 8 (continued).

8.

White supra note 5.

9.

“The first township exteriors in Minnesota” (Winter, 2007-2008), “A
geography of township exteriors in Minnesota Territory, 1847-1852”
(Spring, 2008), “Standard parallels and guide meridians in western
Minnesota” (Summer, 2008), “Standard parallels and guide meridians
in western Minnesota: the surveys of Elisha S. Norris” (Autumn,
2008), and with Marc Senjem “The public land surveys lines and the
St. Croix River, in Washington County” (Spring, 2010).

10. A deficiency in the database is the inability to search by the number of
the volume.
11. Surveyors will have to make a decision about how to reference
the volumes — whether to use the BLM designation or the MHS
designation.
12. The numbers given the volumes raises questions. Why does volume 129
contain the first township exterior field notes for Minnesota? We know
that the lines were carried over the St. Croix River before the River was
established as the western boundary of the future State of Wisconsin,
so perhaps volumes 1-128 contain the field notes of surveys east of
the St. Croix. The numbering of the volumes containing subdivision
lines is also curious. Since the lines were being run simultaneously
using the 4th and 5th, why are they numbered sequentially? How
did the earliest Surveyor Generals “know” that townships east of the
Mississippi would fill 262 volumes? One conclusion is that they were
not numbered in this manner until the surveys were closed. How
might they have been organized before then? It’s possible, however,
that each volume of exterior notes could have been given numbers
by the clerks in the surveyor general’s office — based on when it was

received. But that does not seem likely. The volumes containing the
field notes of James Marsh are numbered 130, 131, and 133 and the
one containing the field notes of Henry Wiltse 132. Marsh must have
had access to Wiltse’s notes of the 3rd Correction Line depending on
them to close his lines. I think, at this stage in my research, that the
volumes were given numbers after the surveys had ended.
13. Any statement about the field notes and the volumes containing them
should be qualified in some way i.e. “usually”, “perhaps”, “in this
instance” ….
14. In the database both of these diagrams are termed “index”.
15. In the database this acknowledgement and the actual affidavit made
by the deputy are both termed “cert”, however I prefer to make a
distinction between an affidavit itself and the acknowledgement of
the affidavit, in which a duly authorized individual — often a notary
public or a justice of the peace or the surveyor general himself — notes
that the deputy and his assistants wrote the affidavit in his presence. I
reserve the term “certification” for those instances where the surveyor
general actually uses the term, see Figure 6.
16. Additional notes made by Marsh under this particular contract can
be found in exterior volumes 131 and 133 and also in volumes in
the Wisconsin collections online at http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/
SurveyNotes/SurveyNotesHome.html. In the database each volume
of notebooks housed in the Minnesota Historical Society collection
has been given additional numerical identifiers. So, for example, in
the Minnesota Historical Society collection this particular volume
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The Public Land Survey Notes for Minnesota, continued from page 25
number is 130 and in the database it is E4130 — denoting a volume
containing the notes to exterior or township lines referenced by
the 4th Principal Meridian. Anyone using the database should cite
the database number, because that is where the data will have been
extracted, but probably make a reference to the volume number of the
original.
17. There is a second volume containing the same notes in the database.
Listed as 0198, this second volume is missing a front and back cover.
Why there are two volumes is not known.
18. Additional notes made by Higbee under this contact can be found in
interior volumes 149, 165, 167, and 180.

the database number, because that is where the data will have been
extracted, but probably make a reference to the page number of the
original.
24. Direction of travel.
25. Of course, this is a mere supposition on my part. We just don’t know.
26. There is no title page for these notes, unlike the other two townships
Higbee subdivided, so the date of this survey is uncertain. He did
record, however, running south between sections 14 & 15 on
November 9 on p.130.
27. Pages 37-39 are numbered “8.”

19. For other notes made by Jones and Dunn under these contracts see
volumes in the Wisconsin collections online at http://digicoll.library.
wisc.edu/SurveyNotes/SurveyNotesHome.html.

28. Each of these pages is numbered “9.”

20. See note 16 above.

30. Each of these pages is numbered “10.”

21. “The first township exteriors in Minnesota” (Minnesota Surveyor
Winter 2007-2008) In the BLM database, in the “Search Surveys” by
“Surveyor” is John M. Marsh who apparently compiled the notes in
volumes I4225 and I4236. This is a mistake; James M. Marsh actually
carried out the surveys.

31. Each of these pages is also numbered “10.”

22. See note 16 above. Once again, the volume number raises questions.
Higbee’s surveys were among the earliest in what was to become
Minnesota yet this volume of field notes is numbered 198.

34. Listed on the BLM website under the field notes of T26N R20W
is, of course, volume I4130 containing the exterior notes of James
M. Marsh, and volume T0001, T0002, and T0003A, containing the
notes of the military road survey from Point Douglas to Lake Superior,
and T0003B and T0004 containing the notes of the military road
survey from Point Douglas to Fort Ripley.

23. Each page in each volume in the database has a page number assigned
to it. Many have additional page numbers, all preceded by the letter
“M.” These were added to pages in the notebook volumes by the
Secretary of State to help identify pages as they were microfilmed. As
evidence I point to an entry in Figure 8, a note pasted on page 27,
“Pages numbered 16 through 33 contained no survey data and were
not microfilmed in 1983.” I have ignored such page numbers although
I would note that there is no explanation offered for such pagination
in the database. Many of the pages in the volumes, although by no
means all of them, were given numbers, either by the deputy himself
or by the individual who transcribed the notes. These numbers are
not captured in the database but I provide them in parentheses. As
in the case of volume number, anyone using the database should cite

29. Each of these pages is also numbered “9.”

32. Page numbered “10.”
33. Although Higbee did not record his dates as required, he noted that
this survey was made November 6-8, 1847.

35. Other thoughts would be most welcome.
36. There is no index diagram for T28N R20W.
37. Pages (16-24) in the original field notes are missing. Perhaps they
contained notes concerning surveys east of the St. Croix and thus were
not included in the copy.

Available From the MSPS Office:
Fant, Freeman & Madson on Writing Land Descriptions • $30 (Members or Nonmembers)
A Striking Triumph of Geometry Over Physical Geography, by Rod Squires;
includes searchable CD • $70 (Members or Nonmembers)
MLSA/MSPS History, 1953-2003 50th Anniversary • $35 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book One • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book Two • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
Public Land Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods • $24.30 (Members or Nonmembers)
Report 1: Public Land Survey in Minnesota • $14.73 (Members or Nonmembers)
Additional publications and pins are also available!

Use the secure online payment system at www.mnsurveyor.com or
call the office at (651) 203-7256 to get an order form.
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MSPS Member News
In Memoriam: Norman C. Hoium
Norman C. Hoium, age 87, of Coon Rapids, passed away
surrounded by family on May 3, 2013. Norman was born
Dec. 8, 1925, in Rochester, MN, to Ole N. & Helmi
(Johansen) Hoium. He graduated from Columbia Heights
(MN) High School and served in Germany during WWII.
After graduating from Augsburg College, he married Doretta
May Tietz on June 21, 1952. They moved to Coon Rapids in 1960 and Norman started his own company, N.C.
Hoium & Associates Land Surveyors, retiring in 2008. He
was a long-time member of MSPS.

Norman is survived by children, Larry (Donna), Pamela
Fredrick, Karla (Scott) Hanson and Scott (Terry); 9 grandchildren, 4 great-grandchildren; 3 siblings and many other
family & friends. Preceded in death by his parents and by
Doretta, his beloved wife of 59 years. In lieu of flowers,
memorials preferred to Faith Lutheran Church. Norman was
interred at Fort Snelling National Cemetery. His funeral service was held on May 7 at Faith Lutheran Church in Coon
Rapids, MN.

In Memory of Arleen Madson
Arleen Madson, the wife of former member Carlisle Madson (the 19th president of MLSA in 1971) passed away on
March 18, 2013, with her family surrounding her. She was
92. Arleen was preceded in death by her husband Carlisle
in 1987 and by her daughter Peggy Brewer. She is survived
by sons John (Becky), Jim (Anne), son-in-law Allen Brewer

and four grandchildren. Arleen was an active member of the
community and her church. She spent the last several years
at the Ridge Point Residence in Minnetonka, MN. She was
interred at the Oakland Cemetery in Hutchinson, MN,
where Carlisle is buried.

Dunwoody College Needs Your Donations of Equipment
Dunwoody College of Technology is rebuilding its Land
Surveying and Civil Engineering program. Over the last few
years, enrollment has struggled, and there hasn’t been an investment in the program as a result. This has also been a difficult time for many surveyors. With spring finally here (hopefully), you might be seeing the workload improve, and you
may even be upgrading equipment.
We seek support from you and/or your organization
through donations of surveying equipment or financial support to be invested in equipment. These donations will allow
students to practice surveying with current industry equipment.
The list below is not intended to be exhaustive; but if you
or your company would be willing to donate any equipment,
it will greatly improve the students’ learning experience.
•

Trimble 5800 receivers(s),

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trimble TSC2 Data collector(s),
Total Station(s),
TDS SurveyPro Data collector(s) (TSC2 Style preferably),
Magnetic Locator(s),
Level(s),
Digital Level(s),
Any other usable equipment.

As a non-profit institution, donations to Dunwoody,
whether material or financial, are tax deductible. Dunwoody
College of Technology is an affiliate member of the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors.
Thank you,
Kelly Ness, Principal Instructor
Land Design/Civil Engineering
kness@Dunwoody.edu
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Firm Member Directory
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.

Dennis D. Pederson
13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308
(763) 262-8822
Fax (763) 262-8844
www.bogart-pederson.com

Peter Blethen
7656 Design Rd, Suite 200
Baxter, MN 56425-8676
(218) 825-0684
Fax (218) 825-0685
www.bolton-menk.com

Dan Thurmes
6750 Stillwater Blvd N, Ste 1
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969
Fax (651) 275-8976

Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Barry R Dorniden
350 Highway 10 South, Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56304
(320) 259-1234
Fax (320) 203-1234
www.duffyeng.com

Lee A Brown
311 Division Street West
Maple Lake, MN 55358
(320) 963-6900
Fax (320) 963-6060
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308-9322
(320) 252-0409
Fax (763) 262-8844
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Janele Fowlds
1960 Premier Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171
Fax (507) 625-4177
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Richard Williams
12224 Nicollet Avenue
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-0509
Fax (952) 890-8065
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Nathaniel Stadler
2638 Shadow Lane, Ste 200
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 448-8838
Fax (952) 448-8805
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Peter Blethen
2040 Highway 12 East
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 231-3956
Fax (320) 231-9710

Duffy Engineering & Associates, Inc.

E.G. Rud & Sons Inc

Jason Rud
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200
Fax (651) 361-8701
www.egrud.com
E.G. Rud & Sons, Inc.

Kurt Nelson
255 Hwy 7 E.
Hutchinson, MN 55350
(320) 587-2025
Fax (320) 587-2595
www.egrud.com
Egan, Field & Nowak Inc

Joe Haefner
219 North Main St.
Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4738
Fax (507) 238-4732
www.bolton-menk.com

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Richard Williams
2035 County Rd. D East, Suite B
Maplewood, MN 55109
(651) 704-9970
Fax (651) 704-9971

Lee J Nord
1229 Tyler St. NE, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 466-3300
Fax (612) 466-3383
www.efnsurvey.com

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Engineering Design & Surveying, Inc.

Jesse Zeig
140 First Ave N, PO Box 434
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
(507) 794-5541
Fax (507) 794-5542
www.bolton-menk.com

Richard Williams
2778 Commerce Dr. NW, Suite C
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 208-4332
Fax (507) 208-4155

Vladimir Sivriver
6480 Wayzata Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55426
(763) 545-2800
Fax (763) 545-2801
www.edsmn.com

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Brian Levendowski
1000 Boone Ave., Suite 200
Golden Valley, MN 55427
(952) 941-1181
www.cadtechnologycenter.com

EVS Inc.

C.E. Coulter & Associates, Inc.

Daniel V. Fischer
212 4th Ave., P.O. Box 66
Langdon, ND 58249
(701) 256-5728
Fax (701) 256-3709
www.fischerlandsurveying.com

Craig Johnson
7533 Sunwood Dr. NW
Ramsey, MN 55303
(763) 433-2851
Fax (763) 427-0833
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Rory J Jensen
35 South Park Avenue
LeCenter, MN 56057
(507) 238-4482
Fax (507) 625-4177
www.bolton-menk.com
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CAD Technology Center

John C Peterson
1103 W Burnsville Pkwy, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 808-9500
Fax (952) 808-9501

10250 Valley View Road, Suite 123
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 646-0236
Fax (952) 646-0290
Fischer Land Surveying
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Hakanson Anderson Associates

Jones, Haugh & Hosfield

McGhie & Betts Inc

Charles Christopherson
3601 Thurston Ave.
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 427-5860
Fax (763) 427-0520
www.haa-inc.com

John C Hosfield
415 West North Street
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-4598
Fax (507) 451-1396
jhseng.com

Mark E Severtson
1648 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 289-3919
Fax (507) 289-7333
www.mcghiebetts.com

Hayes Surveying & Mapping PC

Jones, Haugh And Smith, Inc.

MFRA, Inc.

Maureen Hayes
18 Brandon Lane
Grand Marais, MN 55604
(218) 387-2532
Houston Engineering

Jeff Langan
208 4th St. E.
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
(218) 681-2951
Fax (218) 681-2987
Houston Engineering Inc

Curtis Skarphol
1401 21st Ave. N.
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5065
Fax (701) 237-5101
www.houstoneng.com
Houston Engineering, Inc.

Mark Deutschman
6901 E Fish Lake Rd, STE 140
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 493-4522
Fax (763) 493-5572
www.houstoneng.com
Hult & Hebeisen, P.A.

Dale F Hebeisen
PO Box 37
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 464-3130
Fax (651) 464-4822
www.hultmn.com
I&S Group, Inc.

Daniel Stueber
115 East Hickory Street, Suite 300
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651
Fax (507) 387-3583
www.is-grp.com
I&S Group, Inc.

Daniel Stueber
1415 Town Square Lane
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 331-1500
Fax (507) 331-1501
www.is-grp.com

John H. Schulte, IV
515 S Washington Ave
Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 373-4876
Fax (507) 373-1839
jhseng.com
Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson

Ross R Wamre
1505 30th Ave S, A
Moorhead, MN 56560
(218) 287-0300
Fax (218) 287-6313
www.kljeng.com
Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

Marcus Hampton
14800 28th Ave N, Ste. 140
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 476-6010
Fax (763) 476-8532
www.mfra.com
Mi-Tech Services, Inc.

1700 Industrial Drive
Green Bay, WI 54302
(920) 465-8018
Fax (920) 465-8163
www.mi-tech.us
Moore Engineering

James Kramer
1120 Industrial Park Rd. SW
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 829-5333
Fax (218) 829-5377
www.kldland.com

Jeffry J. Volk
925 10th Ave E.
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-4692
Fax (701) 282-4530

Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

Christopher D Heyer
1808 E. Fir Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
(218) 998-4041
Fax (218) 998-4042
www.mooreengineeringinc.com

Sam DeLeo
11 North 7th Avenue Suite 100
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 259-1266
Fax (320) 259-8811
www.kldland.com
Loucks Associates

Paul J McGinley
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505
Fax (763) 424-5822
www.loucksassociates.com
Massey Land Surveying & Engineering

Richard Massey
PO Box 100
Kasson, MN 55944
(507) 634-4505
Fax (507) 634-6560
www.masseylandsurveying.com
McGhie & Betts

Mark Geffers
1604 Riverview Ln
Northfield, MN 55057
(507) 645-0965

Moore Engineering, Inc

MSA Professional Services

Dennis Honsa
60 Plato Blvd East, Suite 140
St. Paul, MN 55107
(612) 548-3140
Fax (763) 786-4574
www.bdmce.com
MSA Professional Services

134 Roosevelt Shore Dr. NE
Outing, MN 56662
(651) 334-8423
www.bdmce.com
Northern Engineering & Consulting

Terry L Freeman
111 South 6th Street
PO Box 292
Walker, MN 56484
(218) 547-1296
Fax (218) 547-2272
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Northern Engineering & Consulting

Schoborg Land Services, Inc.

Ulteig Engineers

George Coulombe
207 Fourth Street NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 444-4860
Fax (218) 444-6042

Kelly L Brouwer
8997 Co Rd 13 SE
Delano, MN 55328
(763) 972-3221
Fax (763) 972-3221

3350 38th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58104
(701) 237-3211
www.ulteig.com

Oliver Surveying & Engineering, Inc.

Sibley Surveyors Inc

Ulteig Engineers

Rick M Blom
580 Dodge Avenue
Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072
Fax (763) 441-5665
www.oliver-se.com

Avery G Grochow
335 Main Avenue, PO Box 988
Gaylord, MN 55334
(507) 237-5212
Fax (507) 237-2755

Robert Kummer
5701 S. Corporate Pl
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-5007
(605) 323-2306
Fax (605) 323-2308
www.ulteig.com

Oliver Surveying & Engineering, Inc.

580 Dodge Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330-2875
(952) 894-3045
Fax (952) 894-3049
www.oliver-se.com

Matthew D. Hansen
1 Carlson Parkway Suite 150
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010
Fax (763) 475-2429
www.srfconsulting.com

Otto Associates

Stonebrooke Engineering, Inc

Paul E Otto
9 West Division St
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727
Fax (763) 682-3522
www.ottoassociates.com

Aaron Mages
12467 Boone Ave
Savage, MN 55378
(952) 402-9202
Fax (952) 403-6803
www.stonebrookeengineering.com

Prairie Land Surveying

Stonemark Land Surveying Inc

John Veroeven
1047 E. Main St.
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 469-5997
Fax (507) 216-4399
www.prairielandsurveying.com

Patrick A Trottier
PO Box 874
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
(218) 568-4940
Fax (218) 568-5404
www.stonemarksurvey.com

Rehder & Associates, Inc.

Sunde Land Surveying, LLC

Thomas J Adam
3440 Federal Drive, Ste 110
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 452-5051
Fax (651) 452-9797
www.rehder.com

Lenny Carlson
9001 East Bloomington Freeway
Suite #118
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-2455
Fax (952) 888-9526
www.sunde.com

Salo Engineering, Inc.

David Salo
4560 Norway Pines Place
Hermantown, MN 55811
(218) 727-8796
Fax (218) 727-0126
Sathre-Bergquist Inc.

David Pemberton
150 S. Broadway Ave.
Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000
Fax (952) 476-0104
www.sathre.com
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SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Ulteig Engineers

Michael Cannon
5201 E River Rd., Ste 308
Minneapolis, MN 55421
(763) 571-2500
Fax (763) 571-1168
www.ulteig.com
Ulteig Engineers

1041 Hawk St., PO Box 150
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-0150
(218) 847-5607
Fax (218) 847-2791
www.ulteig.com

Fax (701) 237-3191

Ulteig Engineers

9777 Mt. Pyramid Ct. Ste, 200
Englewood, CO 80112
(720) 873-5700
Fax (720) 873-5701
www.ulteig.com
W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Woodrow A Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S. Ste 228
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055
Fax (952) 854-4268
Westwood Professional Services

Craig Morse
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-5150
Fax (952) 937-5822
www.westwoodps.com
Westwood Professional Services

Christopher Hoglund
423 Laurel St
Brainerd, MN 56401-3524
(218) 829-1751
Fax (218) 829-4733
www.westwoodps.com
Westwood Professional Services

Nate Carlson
3701 12th St. N, Suite 206
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 253-9495
Fax (320) 253-8737
www.westwoodps.com
Widseth Smith Nolting

Patrick Krug
1600 Central Ave. NE
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(218) 773-1185
Fax (218) 773-3348
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Firm Member Directory
Widseth Smith Nolting

Widseth Smith Nolting - Crookston

240 Harrison St.
Red Wing, MN 55066
(651) 388-2443
Fax (651) 388-5236

Garrett Borowicz
216 South Main St
Crookston, MN 56716
(218) 281-6522
Fax (218) 281-6545
www.wsn-mn.com

Widseth Smith Nolting

Chris Jordheim
2715 South Washington St., PO Box 14546
Grand Forks, ND 58208
(701) 795-1975
Fax (701) 795-1978
Widseth Smith Nolting - Alexandria

Widseth Smith Nolting - Rochester

6301 Bandel Rd NW, Ste 301
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 292-8743
Fax (507) 292-8746

Bryan T. Balcome
610 Fillmore St, PO Box 1028
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 335-5023
Fax (320) 762-0263
www.wsn.us.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Baxter

Chad M. Conner
PO Box 2720
Baxter, MN 56425
(218) 829-5117
www.wsn-mn.com

Fax (218) 829-2517

Widseth Smith Nolting - Bemidji

Scott Buxton
315 - 5th St NW, PO Box 398
Bemidji, MN 56649-0398
(218) 444-1859
Fax (218) 444-1860
www.wsn-mn.com

MSPS Chapter
Chairs:
A reminder to send your meeting notices and minutes to the
MSPS office so that we can post
the information on the MSPS
website.
Send information to Eric Ewald
at msps@mnsurveyor.com or to
Laurie Pumper at lauriep@ewald.
com — we will be happy to
promote your Chapter events!
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Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Aero-Metric, Inc.

Geoshack Direct

RDO Integrated Controls

Miles Strain
13400 68th Ave N
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(763) 420-9606
www.aerometric.com

Thad King
1307 Springlake Rd
Dallas, TX 75234
(972) 918-5300
geoshack.com

Fred Meyer
9201 East Bloomington Freeway
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 948-1606
www.rdointegratedcontrols.com

Ayres Associates

Harrison Marker Co.

Daryl Sather
9808 Robin Oak Road
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 270-3175
www.ayresassociates.com

Ellen Johnson
Box 66
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445
www.harrisonmarker.com

Trimble Navigation

Berntsen International, Inc.

Land Design Insurance
Group

Tim Klaben
PO Box 8670
Madison, WI 53708-8670
(608) 249-8549
www.berntsen.com

Frontier Precision
Steve Richter
2852 7th St. N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 654-6511
Fax (320) 654-6520
10900 73rd Ave. N., Suite 120
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 496-1366
(877) 698-3077 Toll-Free
www.frontierprecision.com

Diane Sierra
10355 Westmoor Dr.
Westminster, CO 80021
(720) 587-4967
ww2.trimble.com

Justin R. Klein
Box 219
Timonium, MD 21094
(877) 316-4922 Toll-Free
www.landdesigninsurance.com

Leica Geosystems Inc
Chris Rotegard
4107 158th Street West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(612) 385-6067
www.leica-geosystems.us
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