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We look forward to seeing our members at the
62nd Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Society of
Professional Surveyors! The meeting will be held in
Bloomington, MN, beginning on February 19. If you
haven’t done so already, please register for the event and
make your lodging reservations. See pages 12-15 plus
the insert for more information, or visit our website.
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From the President
Harold C. Peterson
Fall came quickly this year. Winter is on our doorstep.
Many projects may not be completed before the winter freeze
up. Overall, it has been a good year to be a surveyor if you like
hard work and all hours.
The September board meeting was held at Grand Casino
Hinckley on September 26 and 27, 2013. The two-day board
meeting allowed additional items to be placed on the normally full agenda. There was additional time to review and update
the existing operations and policy manual. The manual had
not been updated in four years. There was also time to look
at where MSPS is today and what needs to be accomplished
in the next one to two years. MSPS needs to move forward.
The proposed budget for 2013-2014 was presented by
President-Elect Denny Honsa. The proposed budget was reviewed, revised and ultimately approved on day two of the
meeting. Much of the discussion was centered on balancing
a budget that included retaining the services of a government
lobbyist without a large increase in membership dues.
In late summer MSPS sent out a request for proposals
for a government lobbyist. The RFP included the following
proposed scope of services:
A. Monitor the legislature for proposed bills that impact the
practice of land surveying and the surveying community
and inform the MSPS Government Relations Committee.
B. Monitor the Minnesota Board of Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying, Landscape Architecture, Geoscience and Interior Design for proposed revisions to administrative code and law affecting the practice of land
surveying and the surveying community and inform the
MSPS Government Relations Committee.
C. Report our activities to MSPS membership at the annual
meeting.
D. Meet with MSPS Government Relations Committee
once before and again at the conclusion of each legislative session to discuss the status of Items A and B above.
MSPS wants our lobbyist to have a proactive presence at
the state capitol and to develop a good working relationship
with the State Licensure Board. The budget constraints of the
last few years had forced MSPS to have a reactionary presence. MSPS will now have a proactive presence.

MSPS received three
proposals for government
lobbying services. The board
reviewed and discussed the
proposals received. After
much discussion, the board
accepted and approved Ewald Consulting’s proposal. MSPS
has signed a contract for lobbying services for 2014 as defined
in the request for proposals.
The lobbying fee had to be included in the 2013-2014
budget. In order to balance the budget for 2013-2014, an
increase in member dues of $5 per year for each membership
classification and approximately a 15% increase in firm membership dues was proposed. After much discussion, the dues
increase was approved for 2014.
The approved budget for fiscal year 2013 ending September 30, 2013 had a surplus of $1206.
ExpressMap is an issue that has been around for a number of years. MSPS is considering filing a complaint with the
State Licensure Board. The complaint has been placed on
hold. NSPS has directed the ALTA/ACSM committee to investigate ExpressMap services to see if it violates professional
practice and to direct the committee to recommend an appropriate course of action. MSPS is waiting until the ALTA/
ACSM committee has issued a formal response to NSPS.
A number of MSPS members have expressed their concern/displeasure with a video, “How To Find Your Property
Corner” that can be found on the City of Blaine’s website.
The video indicates that homeowners can easily find their lot
corners and therefore their property lines. The MSPS Board
of Directors instructed me to write a letter to the city manager and city attorney to remove the video. That letter has
been reviewed by the board and was mailed in November.
The MSPS Board of Directors defined some long-range
goals for MSPS at the September meeting.
Goals for the next one to two years:
1. Summary of Minnesota statutes that pertain to land surveying be updated and made available to members.
2. Review ways to increase LS membership. Why are not all
Minnesota licensed surveyors members of MSPS?
Continued on page 9
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From the MSPS Executive Director
Eric P. Ewald, CAE
With another calendar year coming to an end, the Board
of Directors and staff are busily preparing for a new year for
MSPS. Plans are in full swing for the Annual Meeting, new
leadership coming onto the Board, a new operations plan,
implementation of a new budget, sharpened strategic focus
and membership renewals.
Annual Meeting

Please make plans to join us at this year’s Annual Meeting, February 19-21, at the Ramada Mall of America in
Bloomington. The Annual Meeting planning committee has
put together another great program full of valuable technical
sessions, and this is the one time of the year you can be with
hundreds of your colleagues and suppliers from around the
region. Why you should attend:
•

Sharpen your knowledge by attending the wide variety of
concurrent sessions;

•

Earn 16 PDH credits for your licensure;

•

Get in-depth knowledge at the Wednesday GPS/GNSS
Technology Workshop featuring Eric Gakstatter;

•

Learn about the latest products and services in the exhibit
hall;

•

Participate in the annual map contest;

•

Have fun at social events, including the Wednesday Ice
Breaker and the MLS auction/event;

•

Network with colleagues.

Please encourage your vendors to exhibit! The exhibitor
prospectus is available on the MSPS website, as is all of the
registration material you need.

tive chairs on the MSPS website.
Feel free to call the Chair of a
Committee in which you have
interest and volunteer.
Membership Renewals

Membership renewals have recently been sent for 2014.
Please return your renewal promptly to help the Society continue to provide the following benefits to you:
•

Public Relations – The MSPS website www.mnsurveyor.
com has the topics: Having Your Land Surveyed, Your
Land and the Land Surveyor, and Engagement of Land
Surveying Services. The Society also disseminates information about land surveying through various media.

•

Continuing Education – MSPS’s annual meeting, summer meeting and educational workshops provide members with professional development opportunities and association with fellow surveyors. MSPS offers workshops
to MSPS members at reduced registration rates.

•

Publications – MSPS makes available to its members an
annual roster of members and publishes yearly updates
to a compilation of the Minnesota Statutes pertaining to
land surveying. MSPS also publishes its quarterly magazine, Minnesota Surveyor, to keep members up-to-date
with surveying issues in Minnesota. In addition the society publishes and sells reference books such as Writing
Land Descriptions and Public Land Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods.

•

Legislation – MSPS monitors Minnesota legislative activity and disseminates information to members. MSPS
represents the legal interests of Minnesota surveyors before the state legislature, state agencies, and the licensing
board. The NSPS is your representative for legislation at
the national level.

•

National Liaison – MSPS is an affiliate of the National
Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS).

•

Firm Membership – Firm Members are listed on the
MSPS website under Find a Surveyor and are listed in
the Minnesota Surveyor. They may also post employment
ads on the website without charge.

New Leadership

Every member should consider a volunteer leadership
position with the Society at some point during his/her career in surveying. Participating in the work of a committee
or the Board will help you and your staff members develop
leadership skills that will serve well in your work. You will be
networking and “in the know” regarding what is going on in
the profession. You will become appreciated as a leader. That
can set you up for future growth in the association—or other
leadership opportunities. There will be an opportunity to sign
up for committee involvement at the Annual Meeting. You
can also view the current MSPS committees and their respec-

We are looking forward to a successful year for MSPS and
appreciate all of the continued support and participation of
the 500+ members of MSPS. Hope to see you in February at
the Annual Meeting!
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From the NSPS Governor
Tony Blumentritt
The NSPS fall meeting was held November 20-24, 2013,
at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in Baltimore, MD. The
schedule for the meeting was:
On the evening of November 20, a briefing for NSPS
Lobby Day was held for Lobby Day attendees. On Lobby
Day, interested NSPS Governors and members meet with
their congressional representatives in Washington, DC, to
present the NSPS position on selected legislative issues which
are being monitored by the NSPS Government Affairs committee and the NSPS lobbyist, John Palatiello and Associates.
The purpose of the briefing was to provide any additional
information the NSPS Lobby Day participants may need and
to address any concerns that the participants may have had
regarding meetings with congressional representatives. Briefing moderators were Curt Sumner, NSPS Executive Director,
and John Palatiello and Associates staff.
The four issues presented to our legislators were:
1. Privacy Concerns: Geolocation and Unmanned Aerial Systems.
2. Locating pipelines, Railroads & Underground Infrastructure: Enhancing Accuracy
and Safety.
3. Improving Federal Geospatial Coordination: Map it Once, Use it Many Times Act.
4. Labor Department Transparency on the Davis-Bacon Act
and Survey Crews.
These issues have been addressed in the News and Views
and on the NSPS website. The issues as presented, along with
the NSPS position on these issues, are also posted on the
MSPS website.
Thursday, November 21, was Lobby Day. Approximately
25 states were represented and presented the NSPS legislative issues to our congressional representatives. I met with
office staff from Al Franken’s office, Tim Walz’s office, and
Amy Klobuchar’s office. Staff members were interested in the
NSPS issues and took the NSPS position under advisement.
Lobby Day is a very effective way to get the NSPS legislative
agenda to Congress. There is simply nothing better than a
face-to-face meeting. Moreover, when many state NSPS representatives all deliver the same message to the congressional
representatives, it provides a broad-based, concise message

6

from a national professional
organization. While the legislators can agree or disagree
with the NSPS message, they
cannot ignore it.
Friday, November 22, was comprised of committee meetings. NSPS has 17 established standing committees, many of
which meet during the spring and fall NSPS business meetings. I attended the TrigStar Committee meeting, the Government Affairs Committee meeting, and a meeting of the
Great Lakes Regional Council, which is primarily comprised
of states adjoining the Great Lakes. At the Regional Council
meetings, national issues affecting the regions and regional
issues that may be of interest nationally are discussed. These
discussions may generate motions to be brought forward at
the Governor’s meeting.
Saturday, November 23, was the NSPS Board of Governors meeting. At that meeting, committee reports were presented and motions were discussed to bring forward to the
NSPS Board of Directors for consideration. The
Board of Governors is advisory to the Board of
Directors. The ALTA/ACSM Committee also
met that day. Of particular interest among the
items discussed were ExpressMap and ALTA/
ACSM Land Title Survey specifications. Revised
Minimum Standard Detail Requirements for
ALTA/ACSM Land Title Surveys are tentatively scheduled for
release in 2015. The committee recommendation regarding
any potential violations of ExpressMap Services is that it is a
state issue, as the states have varying laws regarding insurance
industry regulation. MSPS is aware of that recommendation
and is acting accordingly.
Sunday, November 24, brought the NSPS Board of Directors meeting. As you may know, when a state adopts the
NSPS 100% initiative, it has a seat on the NSPS Board of
Directors. As of the meeting date, 40 states were fully vested
in the initiative.
Among the motions passed at the Board of Directors
meeting were:
1. That the NSPS Membership Committee be assigned to
research the financial and membership benefits and impacts of granting a NSPS Associate Membership to each
of the CST renewals with their payment of the $35 CST
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renewal fee. And, to grant a one-year free NSPS Associate
Membership upon passing their first CST certification
exam.
2. That the NSPS Governors will assign a committee to
study the development of a program for the training, certification, and promotion of an NSPS “Certified ALTA/
ACSM Land Title Surveyor” and report to the Board of
Governors at the fall 2014 meeting.
It is important to note that the above-referenced Certified ALTA/ACSM Land Title Surveyor is proposed only
for certification. It is not intended to limit only those
with that specific certification to perform ALTA/ACSM
Land Title Surveys. The certification is only to show that
those certified have specific training regarding ALTA/
ACSM Land Title Surveys. The intent is that any licensed
land surveyor will still be qualified to do an ALTA/ACSM
Land Title Survey.
3. That the NSPS Board of Governors request the NSPS
Board of Directors to create an ad-hoc committee to review the NCEES Model Law and Model Rules definition
of surveying to determine whether the definition is still
current concerning methodologies and technologies being utilized in the market today, and make recommendation to the NSPS Board of Directors.
4. That the NSPS Board of Governors request the NSPS
Board of Directors seek a provision in the MAP-21 Act
Reauthorization (Highway Bill) to clarify that for the
purpose of determining services subject to the Brooks Act

qualifications based selection (QBS) process, the following definition be used: “surveying and mapping services
includes geospatial activities associated with the measuring, locating and preparing maps, charts, or other graphical or digital representations depicting natural and manmade physical features, phenomena, and legal boundaries
of the earth.”
5. That NSPS develop a plan for a Geodetic Certification
Program in collaboration with AAGS.
6. That NSPS establish an ad-hoc committee to develop
presentation materials and NSPS website information
that members of local organizations can use to inform
their members on how to provide GPS observations on
benchmarks that NGS has requested and submit this
data to NGS using the OPUS-DB utility.
7. That NSPS encourage NGS to proactively provide speakers at various state surveying conferences who can address
the rationale for the change in the datums and articulate the impact that these changes will have on the vast
amount of geospatial information maintained by the
many federal, state, and local government agencies that
the members of NSPS represent and support with surveying services.
Thank you for reading this report. If you have any questions, comments or concerns regarding NSPS issues, my email
is tonyb@blumentritt.biz. Please review the NSPS website to
keep current of NSPS business (www.NSPS.us.com).

Get more information about NSPS at http://www.nsps.us.com

Available From the MSPS Office:
Fant, Freeman & Madson on Writing Land Descriptions • $30 (Members or Nonmembers)
A Striking Triumph of Geometry Over Physical Geography, by Rod Squires;
includes searchable CD • $70 (Members or Nonmembers)
MLSA/MSPS History, 1953-2003 50th Anniversary • $35 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book One • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book Two • $55 (Members or Nonmembers)
Public Land Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods • $24.30 (Members or Nonmembers)
Report 1: Public Land Survey in Minnesota • $14.73 (Members or Nonmembers)
Additional publications and pins are also available!

Use the secure online payment system at www.mnsurveyor.com or
call the office at (651) 203-7256 to get an order form.
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Reminder Regarding NSPS
Membership
All MSPS Licensed Surveyor (LS) members automatically have membership in the National Society of Professional
Surveyors (NSPS). For all other MSPS membership types —
including LSITs, Life members and Honorary members —
NSPS membership is optional.
For those MSPS member types where NSPS membership
is not automatic, our state’s agreement with NSPS allows us
to extend a special rate of $40 per year for NSPS membership. If you would like to take advantage of this special rate,
the easiest method is to include the $40 with your annual
dues (or in the case of Life members and Honorary members,
with the form that our office sends annually to confirm your
contact information for our records).
If you have any questions, please contact MSPS Executive Director Eric Ewald at msps@mnsurveyor.com or (651)
290-6266.

MSPS Member Benefit:

Free Job Listings
Job Seekers:

The MSPS Job Bank has continued to see strong use in
recent months. Find your next position at http://www.mnsurveyor.com/jobbankdisplaylistings.cfm — or post your
résumé by going to the MSPS website at www.mnsurveyor.
com; under the “Careers” button, click on “Post a Résumé.”
There is no fee to post résumés — just fill out an easy online
form.
Employers:

Next time your company has an opening for a Surveyor,
LSIT, Survey Crew Technician, or another position related
to surveying, be sure to check out the MSPS Job Bank! The
service is free to MSPS Firm Members. Others pay just $100
to reach a targeted audience of Licensed Surveyors and LSITs.
You can also check out the résumés of job seekers at no cost.

SURVEY
MARKING PRODUCTS

•
•
•
•
•

Survey MarkerS & MonuMentS
ConCrete MarkerS & Drill BitS
Survey nailS & WaSherS
refleCtive targetS & PriSMS
flagging & WitneSS PoStS

@

REQUEST A CATALOG
877.686.8561

FIND US ONLINE
www.berntsen.com

Marking the infraStruCture of the WorlD™ | WWW.BerntSen.CoM
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3. Work on the definition of land surveying with the Minnesota Licensure Board. A better definition of land surveying would benefit all surveyors and make enforcement
issues easier to resolve. Our lobbyist will help with this
goal.

c. Remarket existing homeowner brochures.
d. Develop a MSPS exhibit booth.
e. Develop speaker kit for presentations.
f. Work with NSPS to implement existing marketing materials and develop new materials.

4. Plan for input on land surveyor candidates for the Minnesota Licensure Board. Present surveyor member terms
ends in 2015. MSPS plans to support two candidates in
2015. Our lobbyist will help with this goal.
5. Work with public relations to educate consumers/homeowners about land surveying and land surveyors.
a. Work through the League of Minnesota Cities.

g. Retain a professional marketing firm to develop marketing plan for MSPS.
Again, MSPS exists for you. I hope to see you all at the
annual meeting.

b. Develop a video for internet distribution.

With so many choices out there to consider, for your GEOSPATIAL / TECHNOLOGY needs...
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www.FrontierPrecision.com
10900 73rd Avenue North | Suite 120
Maple Grove, Minnesota | 877.698.3077

ISN’T IT NICE TO KNOW,

2852 North 7th Street
St. Cloud, Minnesota | 800.944.8557

FRONTIER HAS YOU
COVERED?
E

Sign up for our Survey Blog, at: www.fpisurvey.com

E

E
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Recent Mechanic’s Lien Decisions that
Surveyors Need to Know
by David J. Meyers, Rinke Noonan Law Firm
One indication that the economy may be improving is
that our office is getting questions on mechanic’s liens from
the various trades. Mechanic’s lien laws are meant to protect
your right to be paid. There have been a couple of Supreme
Court and Court of Appeals decisions in the last few years
that surveyors should keep in mind if they wish to be paid
for their work.
First, as a refresher, everyone should include a pre-lien
notice in contracts with owners. If the surveyor is a subcontractor, the pre-lien notice needs to be sent to the owner of
the property within 45 days of the surveyor’s first work. If you
would like an updated copy of either the contractor pre-lien
notice, which is to be included in your contract, or the subcontractor pre-lien notice, which is to be served by certified
mail, please email your request to Dmeyers@rinkenoonan.
com.
If the work is completed and you are not paid, you need
to file a mechanic’s lien statement and have the statement
served on the owner, within 120 days of the last date of your
work. If the lien is not paid, you have one year from the last
date of work to start a lawsuit to foreclose the mechanic’s lien.
With these basics, the following cases should be understood.
I. Metro Land Surveying & Engineering Company, Inc.
v. John Matthews, et al., Case No. A09-1533 (Minn. Ct.
App. 18, 2010). (unpublished)

In this case, the surveyor had ongoing contracts with a
land developer. One of the land developer’s companies entered
into a purchase agreement to buy 230 acres of land for development purposes, with a contingency that required a wetland
delineation and topographical survey to be performed at the
developer’s expense. The surveyor did the work, but the land
deal fell through. The surveyor filed a mechanic’s lien, and
started a mechanic’s lien foreclosure lawsuit. The landowner
claimed that the surveyor failed to provide a pre-lien notice
and the landowner did not benefit from the surveyor’s work.
The Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the surveyor based on
evidence that the landowner knew surveying work was being
done, and the landowner failed to give notice to the surveyor
that the landowner would not be responsible to pay for any
work. Minn. Stat. § 514.06 allows a landowner who has not
authorized work to avoid mechanic’s lien liability by notifying the persons doing the work in writing that the landowner
10

is not responsible for payment. The Court also ruled that a
pre-lien notice was not necessary because the surveyor had
not contracted with any subcontractors or materialmen.
The lesson for surveyors is to make sure that all property owners know that the surveyor is doing work. This can
be a letter, email or some other written evidence putting the
property owner on notice. Surveyors should also include the
pre-lien notice in their contract, and send the subcontractor pre-lien notice to the property owner. The subcontractor
pre-lien notice serves as additional evidence of notice to the
owner that the surveyor is doing work.
II. Premier Bank vs. Becker Development, LLC, et al.,
(Case Nos. A08-1252 and A08-1700) 785 N.W.2d 753
(Minn. 2010)

The facts in this case were typical of large single-family
developments. The excavator, surveyor and many others performed a variety of services on a 59-lot proposed development. None were paid, and all filed mechanic’s liens against
the entire development, including all 59 lots. There was a
construction mortgage, filed against the raw land prior to
work being done, so that mortgage had priority over the mechanic’s liens. However, three of the lots had been sold, and
the mechanic’s liens would have priority over the subsequent
mortgages on those three lots.
As was typical for the time, when the subcontractors were
not paid they commenced a mechanic’s lien foreclosure lawsuit against only the three sold lots, without including the
other 56 lots.
The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the mortgage company, stating that since the lienholders had filed their lien
against all 59 lots, they had to foreclose their lien against all
59 lots. They could not, as had been prior practice, foreclose
their entire lien only against the lots where they knew they
would be paid. The liens had to be pro rata spread across all
59 lots.
I am not sure many surveyors in their right mind today,
having lived through the past five years, would ever agree to
extend tens of thousands of dollars of credit on a 59-lot residential development. If the surveyor were to advance credit,
they would need to keep in mind that their mechanic’s lien
Continued on page 11
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Recent Mechanic’s Lien Decisions, continued from page 10

might not be prior to a mortgage, and they may have to settle
for payment pro rata against each lot.
III. Big Lake Lumber, Inc. vs. Security Property Investments, Inc., (Case No. A11-2220) 836 N.W. 2d 359
(Minn. 2013)

In 2005 the property owner cut trees, did some staking
and prepared a lot for a spec home. Nothing was done for
more than a year, when a bank recorded a mortgage against
the property. Construction then began on the home. The subcontractors and contractor were not paid, filed mechanic’s
liens and started the foreclosure lawsuit.
The lender argued that the interruption in time between
the original work, and the actual construction of the home
divided the project, so that the home construction was separate from the initial work. The Supreme Court ruled that all
of the work, even with the interruption, was done toward the
construction of the home, so that the mechanic’s lien would
all date back to the first date of work, and have priority over
the mortgage.
This decision is helpful for subcontractors. So long as the
initial work relates to the end construction, it will be viewed
as one entire project.
IV. Riverview Muir Doran, LLC vs. Jadt Development
Group, LLC, (Case No. A08-312) 790 N.W. 2d 167
(Minn. 2010)

This was another of those “big idea” projects that literally never got off the ground. The architect did a substantial
amount of preliminary work. The title company and bank
later placed a mortgage on the property and paid all of the
outstanding bills, including the outstanding invoices due the
architect. The architect continued to do the work, the project
never went forward and the architect filed a mechanic’s lien.
Ruling on technical mechanic’s lien language, the Supreme Court said that because there was no visible work on
the ground, and no evidence that the title company or bank
had actual knowledge or recorded notice that the architect
was continuing to do work, that the architect’s mechanic’s
lien was not valid.
The rule for surveyors is that if you are doing non-staking
work or other activity not visible on the ground, and you wish
to be paid, you need to give written notice to the lender that
you claim lien rights.

Summary

Mechanic’s liens are extremely helpful in getting paid,
but they are also very technical. Everyone in the construction business needs a basic understanding of mechanic’s lien
laws, and how they can use lien laws to protect their right to
payment. The sub-contractors and builders in the cases I have
listed lost hundreds of thousands of dollars because they did
not properly follow the mechanic’s lien laws to protect their
right to payment.
Last Issue’s Article

In the Fall 2013 issue of Minnesota Surveyor, I wrote an
article on legal descriptions, which was followed by a response
from surveyor Dan Fisher. The article should have stated that
Dan is a very good friend of mine and an excellent surveyor.
I knew he would take issue with some of my comments, so
I showed him a draft of my article before it went to publication. After I got his response, I asked the Minnesota Surveyor
magazine to publish it with my article.
I always enjoy working with Dan, even though sometimes we disagree. I thought his response was thoughtful and
well written. I appreciate his willingness to allow it to be published.
©2013 David J. Meyers and Rinke Noonan Law Firm.David
J. Meyers is a partner with the Rinke Noonan Law Firm,
St. Cloud, Minnesota. He is certified as a Real Property Law
Specialist by the Minnesota State Bar Association. He is the
Examiner of Titles for five Minnesota counties.

CST Exam: Important Dates
for 2014
February 3: Last day to register for Dunwoody
2014 CST Prep Course
Week of February 10: Start CST prep course one
night per week for 3 weeks. (Watch for further
details or see Dunwoody Website)
March 8: Last day to register for CST exam
April 12: CST Exam
Watch for updates via email!
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MSPS Annual Meeting Schedule
February 19-21, 2014 | Ramada Mall of America
2300 American Boulevard East • Bloomington, MN 55425

Wednesday, February 19, 2014

Thursday, February 20, 2014

7:30-8:15 Registration & continental breakfast
8:15-10:15 Leveraging GIS within the Hennepin
County Survey Division

7:30-8:15

Registration, Exhibit Hall Opens,
Continental Breakfast

8:15-9:15

Business Meeting

Chris Mavis
Examples and benefits around using GIS technology for
workflows and projects within the Hennepin County
Survey Division.

9:15-9:45 Break with Exhibitors
9:45-10:40 Florida’s Minimum Technical
Standards

W. Lamar Evers
Learn about the history of surveying standards
in Florida from the early 1960s until present
day, including problems encountered with the
implementation of statutorily mandated standards.

10:15-10:30 Break
10:30-12:00 The St. Louis County Land Explorer
Andrea Grygo
The St. Louis County Land Explorer is a web
application that allows end users to interact with St.
Louis County parcel and GIS data. Learn what data
are available, the GIS services they are based on, and
how to access the GIS services from your desktop and
mobile device.

10:45-11:40 Concurrent Sessions
A1

Scott Lucas, Shaun Redford, & Jackie Rubi
A review of the basics of Minnesota law regarding
mechanic’s liens and business contracts, with a special
emphasis on issues of importance to surveyors.

12:00-1:00 Lunch
1:00-2:15

GPS/GNSS Technology Workshop

Eric Gakstatter
The current state of GPS and GNSS technology,
including both satellites and receivers, will be
discussed; as well as how navigation satellite systems
are changing and what we can expect to see in GNSS
receivers over the next few years.

2:15-2:35
2:35-4:35

Break
GPS/GNSS Technology Workshop —
Continued

4:35

Adjourn

4:35-7:30

Ice Breaker & Jam Session

6:45-9:45

Optional Dinner

B1

Mobile Devices and Operating Systems:
Where are they heading and why does it
matter?

Eric Gakstatter
Smartphones, handhelds and tablets have changed
significantly since the iPhone/iPad and Android-based
devices were introduced, but most of the software
we use for data collection still runs on Windows.
When can we expect software vendors to convert their
software to iOS and Android, or can we?

C1

Introduction to Web-Based Mapping

Ladd Nelson
Explore how a variety of technology tools permit data
extraction and creation of digital maps from DWG files
into online sources. Learn how to leverage technology
tools to share your site plans across the web and permit
collaboration of data-viewing outside of the CAD
environment.

Musicians — bring your instruments. No amps, please.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
A bus will transport you to Brit’s Pub in downtown
Minneapolis for cocktails and dinner. Sign up on the
registration form (additional fee charged for this event).
Tickets are limited, and available on a first-come firstserved basis.

What Every Surveyor Should Know about
Mechanic’s Liens and Business Contracts

11:45-12:55 Lunch
1:00-1:55
A2

Concurrent Sessions

Real Property Law Update

Scott Lucas, Shaun Redford, & Jackie Rubi
A review of recent case law and statutory changes
impacting the use and ownership of real estate.
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MSPS Annual Meeting Schedule, continued from page 12
B2

Where Is the State Line? I-90 Bridge over
the Mississippi River

Business Center – HCE

Brian Levendowski & Taylor Richardson
From the design to the job site, Trimble Business Center
- HCE and AutoCAD Civil 3D will streamline your
machine control workflows. See how Civil 3D designs
can easily be exported and shared with contractors for
use in machine control.

Keith Kallin
Where was the center of the main channel of the
Mississippi River in 1848? Evidence will be presented
for both sides of the story.

C2

Datum Transformations: Nightmare on GIS
Street
Eric Gakstatter
As the cost of acquiring high-precision geospatial data
declines, the science and software workflows behind
managing geospatial datasets becomes increasingly
important to maintain data accuracy and integrity.

1:55-2:20

Break with Exhibitors

2:20-3:15 Concurrent Sessions
A3
The Description Does Not Fit. Now What?
(The Reason We Are Licensed)
Clint McLagan
What a land surveyor should do if the possession or
monumentation is different from the description.

B3

3:20-4:15 Concurrent Sessions
A4
The Description Does Not Fit. Now What?
— Continued
B4

Machine Control: From Design to Field
with AutoCAD Civil 3D and Trimble

Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:30-9:25 Concurrent Sessions
A5
The Rebranding of the National Society of
Professional Surveyors
W. Lamar Evers
An update on present status of NSPS, where we have
been and where we are going.

B5

MNOSHA Inspection and Updates

Gary Robertson
Learn how the inspection process works, including
how organizations are chosen for inspection, different
types and priorities of inspections, how an inspection is
conducted, and criteria for how citations and penalties
are issued.

C5

Robotic Total Station Field Maintenance

Jay Haskamp
Learn tips on getting the most from your Robotic
Total Stations. Learn necessary field checks when
working with Robotic Total Stations along with radio
link troubleshooting, tips & tricks. Field collimations,
techniques on electronic level adjustments, and optical
plummet adjustments will be shown.

9:30-10:25 Concurrent Sessions
A6
Flying Under the Radar

Peter Jenkins
Learn how MnDOT’s Photogrammetric Unit
became interested in purchasing and operating a UAS
(Unmanned Aerial System). See how this tool will be
used and what products and services the Photo Unit
plans to deliver.

About those Field Notes

Rod Squires
The digital collection of the public land survey field
notes is an extremely valuable resource. It allows you
to look at the volumes that were digitized and ask
questions about the nature of the field notes and the
nature of the digitization effort.
C4

7:30-8:30

ArcGIS Explorer: An Alternative to Google
Earth
Josh Stearns
ESRI, the leader in GIS software, has a free GIS viewer
called ArcGIS Explorer that you need to know about. If
you use Google Earth to view data, you will want to see
ArcGIS Explorer in action.

Exhibitor Reception & MLS
Foundation Live Auction

Friday, February 21, 2014

Constructing Riparian Boundaries in a GIS
with Remote Sensing
Bill Brown
A review of lakeshore boundaries in the Hennepin
County base map reveals inconsistencies with
Minnesota law and case law. Learn what Hennepin
County is doing to accurately delineate the ordinary
high water line of public waters.

C3

4:15-6:30

B6

Connecting the Dots through
Communication

Dave Landecker & Cynthia Hidde
Effective communications with your staff, clients or the
public is often the most recognized deficiency when a
problem or situation arises. Learn to be more effective
Continued on page 14
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in your delivery from setting out the scope of work,
mediating through a difficult situation, representing a
client, or marketing your services or the profession to the
public and other organizations.
C6

C8

Brian Levendowski
Learn to develop your own custom survey workflow
and setup in Civil 3D, automatic line-work functions,
and cutting down your post-survey processing time to
a fraction of what it was. Understand the integration
of all background elements, such as Figure Prefix
Databases and Description Key Sets. You will see
monumental changes in your production rates,
standardization of your surveying processes and
flexibility with your survey data like never before.

Laser Scanning Accuracy and Precision

Greg Schneider
Understanding the important technical aspects of laser
scanning/remote sensing technology to help eliminate
unexpected challenges leading to project success.

10:25-10:50 Break with Exhibitors
10:55-11:50 Concurrent Sessions
A7
Chapter Meetings
C7
Field and Office Connected

Josh Nave
Using cloud data exchange in a web browser format to
increase productivity, manage assets, and track projects.

11:55-1:35 Lunch, SCSU Faculty/Student
Program, Awards, MLS Foundation
Scholarships, and Installation of
New Officers
1:35

2:40-3:35 Concurrent Sessions
A9
The Retracement Surveyor Judiciously
Applies Decisions of the Courts to the
Practice of Land Surveying

Ron Murphy
Differences between the workings of the courts and
the work of the retracement surveyor, and things the
retracement surveyor should not be doing.

B9

1:40-2:35 Concurrent Sessions
A8
NGS Update

B8

C9

GNSS Precision

Steve Richter
We will discuss some of the changes happening within
the GPS/GPSS real-time measurement technology;
review the traditional Real-Time Kinematic (RTK)
precisions and accuracy techniques; and introduce the
new Precision-based RTK algorithms. This is a technical
session that all GPS field crews should attend.

Gopher State One Call and You: How
Minnesota Can Work Together to Promote
Excavation Safety
Estelle Richard

Learn the basic services Gopher State One Call
provides to the public, how they can contact us for
locate requests, and what they need to know before
and after they contact us.

Using the General Land Office Surveys for
Archaeology

Elizabeth Hobbs
General Land Office Surveys provide our earliest
site specific records of the Minnesota landscape and
vegetation. MnDOT is using them to create historic
landscape and vegetation models to use for modeling the
potential for finding archaeological sites.

Exhibits Close

Dave Zenk
Updates on several activities by NGS including OPUS,
GRAV-D, MN Level Network, Geoid Slope Validation
Survey, and others.

Drafting in the Field: Survey Workflows in
Civil 3D

3:45

Board Meeting

See the insert in this issue of the magazine to register for the Annual Meeting —
or register online at www.mnsurveyor.com
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MSPS Annual Meeting Planning Committee
Advertise in the Minnesota
Surveyor!

Chairman: Terry Freeman
Members: Rick Blom, Tony Blumentritt, Preston Dowell, Jon Gustafson,
Marcus Hampton, Rod Squires, Connie Villari and Paul Vogel.

More than 600 members of the surveying community in Minnesota read the
award-winning Minnesota Surveyor magazine. Advertising in the magazine is a great
way to reach that audience!

Interested in Exhibiting?

2014 ADVERTISING RATES:
1/3 page (4.5” wide x 4.75” high)..... $119.00
1/2 page (7.5” wide x 5” high).......... $163.00
2/3 page (4.5” wide x 10” high)........ $210.00
Full page (7.5” wide x 10” high)........ $305.00
Back Cover (7.5” wide x 5.25” high).$210.00
SUSTAINING MEMBERS receive
a 20% Discount!
Deadline for our next issue
(Spring 2014):
February 14 for March publication

Contact Laurie Pumper at the MSPS Office,
lauriep@ewald.com or (651) 290-6273 for
more information. Please send ads via email,
preferably in high-resolution pdf format, to
Laurie Pumper at lauriep@ewald.com.

Download the exhibitor brochure at www.mnsurveyor.com.

2014 Guest Program

Guests are invited to join us for continental breakfast in the exhibit hall on
Thursday and Friday. Following breakfast, pair up or head out on your own to
shop or explore. The Mall of America and IKEA are within walking distance
of the hotel, and a free shuttle is available. Local attraction information will
be available. No formal registration is necessary. If you have any questions,
contact Bonnie Young at (651) 265-7842 or bonniey@mnsurveyor.com.

Location and Lodging

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Ramada Mall of America, this year’s
conference headquarters. Make reservations directly with the hotel, referring to
the MSPS Annual Meeting, prior to the cutoff date of February 3, 2014.
Ramada Mall of America | 2300 E. American Blvd | Bloomington, MN
(952) 854-3411
Room rates: $99 single or double; all rooms are non-smoking.

J.R.Nelson & Company
since ................ 1983
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William S. Kelley, Jr: A Lifetime of Service
by Theodore D. Kemna, RLS, MSPS Final Point Coordinator
Whereas, The Minnesota Land Surveyors Association
(MLSA) was formed in 1953 by a dedicated group of Minnesota Licensed Land Surveyors and William S. Kelley, Jr. was a
charter member of that organization. That group of dedicated
individuals had the thought and foresight for the future of
the land surveying profession and were intent on establishing
an association: 1. To cooperate with other associated professionals; 2. to unite all of the Licensed Land Surveyors in the
state of Minnesota into one unified organization; 3. To elevate the standards of the surveying profession in the state of
Minnesota; 4. To establish basic requirements for surveys; 5.
To assist in promoting legislation and educational programs
and opportunities to improve the professional status of the
land surveyor; 6. To work with and in cooperation with local, city, county and state agencies in our field of endeavor;
7. To uphold a rigid code of ethics and strive to improve our
relationships with our clients and the public by working with
precision and integrity in all that we say and do.
And whereas, The Minnesota Land Surveyors Association
has worked through the leadership of many qualified persons
who have served this association over about the last 60 years
to attain the professional status of the land surveyor and create an association that has integrity and trust worthiness with
other associated professions and the public.
And whereas, the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors has chosen to adopt a program which was established
by the National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS)
Foundation, an affiliate of the American Congress of Surveying and Mapping (ACSM) to honor each of the persons who
have served as president of this society over about the last
60 years by installing a bronze disk inscribed with the name
of the society “Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors”
across the top of the disk with “Final Point” below. Across the
middle of the disk is the name of the honored president, the
license number of the president, the number of their presidency and the year that they served as president. In honor of
the persons who served this society with pride and integrity,
but did not serve as president we make this statement about
their accomplishments.
And whereas, William S. Kelley, Jr. was born on July 22,
1893 in Wilton Junction, Iowa. The Kelley family moved to
Long Lake, Minnesota in 1903 where Bill attended elementary school in Long Lake and Crystal Bay and graduated from
Minneapolis Central High School in 1915. Bill attended the
University of Minnesota on a football scholarship and gradu-

ated in 1922 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering. In
1922, William S. Kelley, Jr. with his brother Rodney started
an Engineering, Surveying and Landscaping business under
the name of Kelley and Kelley, Inc. in Long Lake, Minnesota.
He remained employed at Kelley and Kelley, Inc. until 1966
when the business was acquired by Schoell & Madson, Inc.
and Bill became a consultant with that firm.
And whereas, William S. Kelley, Jr. defended his country
by his activity in the military service by serving as a Marine
during World War I when he served in France, Bill also served
in the Marines during World War II. He received the Bronze
Star for the presidential unit in the capture of Iwo Jima and
the invasion of Japan. Bill was also active in the community,
serving in many capacities in Calvin Presbyterian Church
where he was a lifelong member, in the Boy Scouts of America
where he served as the scoutmaster and committee chairperson and received the Silver Beaver Award, the highest rank
a non-professional scouter can attain in scouting and many
other local, civic and fraternal organizations.
And whereas, William S. Kelley, Jr. served for many years
on many committees of the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association. Bill served as a member of the Board of Directors
of MLSA for the betterment of the society and the surveying
profession. He also served on the Registration Committee,
the Resolutions Committee and the Legislative Committee
and was the liaison to the Minnesota Society of Professional
Engineers (MSPE).
And whereas, William S. Kelley, Jr. was very active in several professional organizations. In 1956 Bill was appointed
by Governor C. Elmer Anderson as the first land surveyor
member of the State Board of Registration for Architects, Engineers, and Land Surveyors, a position he held for 16 years,
serving four 4 consecutive four-year terms. During his tenure
on the State Board he was active in the National Council of
Engineering Examiners Society (NCEES) where he helped
prepare the National and State Syllabus for written registration examinations for land surveyor applicants. Bill served as
the Minnesota delegate to the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM) in 1965, 1966, and 1967. He
served as a director of NCEES and ACSM in 1968.
And whereas, William S. Kelley, Jr., being active in the
Minnesota Land Surveyors Association and the National Society of Professional Surveyors was recognized by granting
Continued on page 18
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Bill an honorary membership to ACSM in 1972 for his long,
dedicated and distinguished service to the land surveying profession. In 1972 he received a special award from MLSA and
MLSA Chapter 6 for his long-term service on the State Board
of Registration and was granted a life membership in MLSA.
And whereas, William S. Kelley, Jr. was very active in the
community. He was an elder in his local church, a director of
the Chamber of Commerce and served on the school board.
Bill was active in the Boy Scouts of America for more than
40 years and served on the Viking Council Advisory Committee. In 1981, the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association
(MLSA) created a community service award in honor of Bill.
The “William S. Kelly, Jr. Community Service Award” is annually presented to a member of the society who is active in

their community. The first recipient of this award in February
1981 was Martin C. Menk, Jr.
And whereas, William S. Kelley, Jr. died on September
14, 1978 in Long Lake, Minnesota at the age of 85 years, one
month, and 22 days and was buried from Calvin Presbyterian
Church where Bill had been a member for 75 years. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Ingred Ringnier Kelley and
survived by two sons, William R. Kelley and Bruce R. Kelley
and two daughters, Joan Merritt and Ingred Bierman.
Now therefore, in honor of William S. Kelley, Jr. we
hereby commemorate this statement on the life of William
S. Kelley, Jr., Minnesota License Number 1342 to Bill, who
served this society from 1953 through 1978 with integrity,
honor and pride.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING: MINNESOTA LAND
SURVEYORS FOUNDATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a meeting of members of the Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation, a Minnesota nonprofit corporation, for the purpose of transacting such business as may properly come before the meeting, will be held on
the date and at the time and place stated below:
Date of meeting:
Thursday, February 20, 2014
Time of meeting: 12:30 p.m.
Place of Meeting: Ramada—Mall of America, Bloomington, Minnesota; In the exhibit hall at MLS Foundation
tables
Peter Jenkins, Director
NOTE: This notice is effective with respect to all members of the Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation. The following
are members of said Foundation and are thus entitled to vote at any meeting thereof.
a) Officers of the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors.
b) Members of the Executive Committee of the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors.
c) Past Presidents of the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors.
d) Past and present Directors of the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors.
e) Fellows of the Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation.
f ) Recipients of awards by the Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation.
g) Sustaining Members of the Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation. (Individuals contributing $50 or more in annual
contributions)
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Determining the Width of Public Road
Corridors in Minnesota
by John E. Freemyer, LS
There was a time in Minnesota that public roads were almost automatically considered to be four rods (66 feet) wide,
unless the corridor was delineated as a different width on a
document that could be found in a register of deeds’ (county
recorder’s) office. Several laws enacted by the state legislature
supported the four-rod notation. One of the earliest recitals
for 66 foot road corridors in state statutes read:
All county roads laid out and established in this territory,
shall be sixty-six feet in width; and it shall not hereafter be
considered legal to locate a territorial road when said road
does not pass the line of a county, or without a petition for the
location of said road from at least twelve householders in each
county in which said road is proposed to be located; residing
in the vicinity of the line of the proposed road. Minn. Statutes
1858, Chapter 11, Sec. 10

a public highway, the same shall be deemed dedicated to the
public to the width of two rods an each side of the center line
thereof….

In the early 1970s, Hollywood Township (Carver County) planned to upgrade and widen some of its roads. A local
farmer, Walter Barfnecht, disputed the presumption that the
township had a 66 foot wide road corridor and could remove
trees and crops without compensating him. His challenge to
the township project eventually reached the Minnesota Supreme Court. In 1975, court decided:

All public roads to be laid out by the supervisors shall not be
less than four rods wide. Minn. Statutes 1863, Chapter XIII,
Sec. 57

Privately owned land cannot become public roads by adverse
use beyond the portion so used merely by a statutory
pronouncement to that effect. - - Public use cannot be said
to apply to lands not actually used. There is no reason that
an owner should know that he is required to dispute the
rightfulness of a nonexistent user. A property owner thus
receives no notice as to a public claim on any property in excess
of that which has been actually used. Thus, a dedication by
public use cannot constitutionally exceed that amount of actual
dedication. Barfnecht v. Town Board of Hollywood Township,
304 Minn. 508, 232 N.W.2d, 423 (1975)

In 1873, the State Legislature enacted this interesting
provision:

To clarify how public road authorities could continue
with necessary road improvements, the court further stated:

Section lines to be considered public roads. In all townships
in this state in which no public roads have been laid out, or
which have not been organized, the congressional section lines
shall be considered public roads, to be opened to the width of
two rods on each side of such section lines, upon the order of
the board of supervisors, without any survey being had except
where it may be necessary on account of variations caused by
natural obstacles, subject, however, to all the provisions of this
chapter in relation to assessment of damages. General Laws of
Minn. 1873, Chapter 5, Sec. 73

While our decision today will limit the dedication of public
roads by adverse public use to the actual extent of such use,
it will not prevent governmental bodies from upgrading,
widening, or improving public ways. A governmental body
may always accomplish such goals by the process of eminent
domain. Eminent domain proceedings, however, effectively
provide private landowners with notice, due process of law, and
the opportunity to secure just and fair compensation in return
for the property taken.

Shortly thereafter, the legislature amended the law to
broadly cover all public road corridors:

That law was codified into state statutes in 1878, Statutes
of Minn. 1878, Chapter XIII, Sec. 73, and remained in the
statutes in a similar form through Statutes of Minn. 1953, Section 160.15. The law was finally abolished in 1957. General
Laws of Minn. 1957, Chapter 943, Sec. 16.
For many years prior to 1975, prescriptive roads were defined in Minn. Stat. § 160.05, Subd. 1 (1959) as follows:
When any road or portion thereof shall have been used and
kept in repair and worked for at least six years continuously as

The results of the Barfnecht case have at times been a
headache for public road authorities, attorneys, engineers and
surveyors. The earlier presumption that public roads were
automatically 66 feet wide unless designated otherwise in a
record document no longer existed. The problem has primarily been — what constitutes the limits of actual use? Various
opinions have been offered that notably are not in complete
conformity with one another.
The state legislature eventually amended Minn. Stat. §
160.05, Subd. 1, to be in conformity with the court decision.
Continued on page 20
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Determining the Width of Public Road Corridors in Minnesota, continued from page 19

The state law now reads:
When any road or portion of a road has been used and kept in
repair and worked for at least six years continuously as a public
highway by a road authority, it shall be deemed dedicated to
the public to the width of the actual use… This subdivision
shall apply to roads and streets except platted streets within
cities. General Laws of Minn. 1982, Chapter 424, Sec. 40

In 1987, the State Legislature enacted laws codified in
the statutes as Minn. Stat. § 164.35, allowing townships to
prepare and record township road maps. After a public hearing process and recording, the law stated that “roads to be
recorded will be as four rod roads.” As a direct result of the
Barfnecht case many townships prepared and recorded such
maps. In 1994, the Court of Appeals heard a challenge to the
authority granted under the statute. The court stated:
We conclude that Minn. Stat. § 164.35, Subd. 4 to the extent
it requires the recording a town roads to a width greater
than that of actual public use, and dedication to that width,
is unconstitutional because it allows the government to take
a person’s private property in violation of the takings clause,
Article 1, Section 13, of the Minnesota Constitution.
The width of an easement over a road is a question of fact to
be determined by the appropriate finder of fact. - - The width
of the easement, however, is not limited to that portion of the
road actually traveled; it may include the shoulder and ditches
that are needed, and which have actually been used to support
and maintain the traveled portion. Alton v. Wabedo Township
(Cass County) 524 N.W.2d 278

The Alton case is very useful because it further defines
how the limits of prescriptive roads are to be determined, although in actual practice it is still a subjective determination
by the “appropriate finder of fact.” In 1995, the State Legislature amended Minn. Stat. § 164.35, Subd. 4 changing the
township road mapping process to recognize “actual public
use” and describe procedures for additional takings.
The limits of many public road corridors are defined by
documents found at the county recorder offices. They include
plats and written descriptions incorporated on a variety instruments. Through the platting process authorized by Minn.
Stat. § 505.01, corridors have often been dedicated and donated to the public by the underlying land owner(s). Those
dedicated corridors are easements according to the statute
and a variety of legal opinions. Written descriptions for road
corridors can be found on various document types, largely
dependent on the acquisition process between the respective
land owner and the proper public road authority.
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Over the past 20+ years, public road authorities have increasingly used plats as a method of depicting and describing
public road corridors. These plats, often referred to as acquisition plats or highway plats, are authorized by state laws such
as Minn. Stat. § 505.1792, Minn. Stat. § 160.085 and Minn.
Stat. § 161.16, Subd. 2, and have many advantages over traditional metes and bounds or strip descriptions. They are most
often used to delineate parcels for planned acquisitions, but
can also delineate parcels where a public road authority has
current interest. Plats recorded in compliance with these statutes do not transfer title to the parcels depicted. Acquisitions
must be accomplished with subsequent documents that follow the recording of plat. It is critically important to not rely
on highway plats without confirming that acquisitions were
finalized with the recording of the proper related instrument.
The Barfnecht case threw out the idea that road corridors
are 66 feet wide unless land records state otherwise, but some
caution is necessary before presuming a road is prescriptive
and the width is limited to actual use. In 1989, the Minnesota Court of Appeals dealt with the difference between statutory prescriptive use dedication (as defined in Minn. Stat. §
160.05, Subd. 1) and common law dedication (a public road
and its width is established from a landowner’s express or implied intent and a public acceptance of the use.) The following is a synopsis of that case.
In 1918 several residents of Villard Township, Todd County
petitioned the township to lay out a new road. Following
a public hearing, the township supervisors granted the
petitioners’ request and executed a final order establishing a
four-rod road that was filed in a township book and with the
Todd County Auditor — in accordance with the state law at
the time. The affected land owners were awarded monetary
damages for laying out the road across their lands. In the 1980s
land owners along the road objected to the clearing of bush
and trees along the road corridor, eventually resulting in a court
action.
Pursuant to the Marketable Title Act (Minn. Stat. § 541.023),
a township must comply with the requirement that it record
properly its possessory interest in a public road within 40
years of the road’s establishment or it will be presumed to have
abandoned its right to the road. Villard Township conceded
that its right-of-way interest in the road was not recorded
within 40 years of the road’s establishment. The law in 1918
only required the order establishing a town road to be recorded
by the town clerk, and a copy thereof preserved in the county
auditor’s office. Minn. Rev. Laws of 1905, §1176
Continued on page 22
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Determining the Width of Public Road Corridors in Minnesota, continued from page 20
The presumption of abandonment applies unless the possession
exception of the Marketable Title Act (Minn. Stat. § 541.023,
Subd. 6) can be invoked. In order to prove the exception, a
township must show that its possession is present, actual, open
and exclusive. The possession must be of a character which
would put a prudent person on inquiry.
The record demonstrates that every appellant has had inquiry
notice of the road’s width. The tree and fence lines along the
road physically mark the road’s approximate width. It is more
than coincidental that the width between these landmarks is
approximately four rods. Moreover, the record indicates that
appellants — were each expressly placed on inquiry notice of
the road’s width by the legal descriptions contained in their
deeds of title. There has been a common law dedication of a
road four rods in width and that it has been so sufficiently

possessed and used as to put each of the appellants on inquiry
notice of the road’s full width. Township of Villard v. Hoting, et
al. (appellants) 442 N.W.2d 826 (1989)

For land surveyors, determining the width of public road
corridors often starts with gathering evidence on the ground
that would put a “prudent person on inquiry notice.” Another
early step is an inquiry to the proper road authority, but documented taking of property for road purposes should be part
of the public records in the county recorders’ office. As with
many aspects of boundary control, determining the proper
width of a public road corridor may be a relative simple process or a complicated matter requiring the expertise of land
title attorneys.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING FOR
MEMBERS OF THE MINNESOTA SOCIETY OF
PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS
By order of the MSPS Board of Directors, November 2013
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Business Meeting of the members of the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors (a non-profit corporation) will be held at the Ramada—Mall of America, Bloomington, Minnesota on
Thursday, February 20, 2014, at 8:15 a.m. for the following purposes:
1. To elect a President
2. To elect a President-Elect
3. To elect a Treasurer
4. To elect an NSPS Governor
5. To elect three Directors
6. To hear Committee and Chapter Reports
If you are unable to attend the meeting, we invite you to cast your votes on officers and directors by using an absentee
ballot. Please email MSPS Executive Director at erice@ewald.com and a ballot will be promptly provided to you once
they are available in late December.
Dan Skinner, Secretary
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Autobiography of a Land Surveyor, Part 2
Excerpts provided by Gary Backer
In the summer of 1962, I called Elmer Peterson (LS No.
4735), the Assistant Hennepin County Surveyor about any
opening in their Hennepin County Surveyor’s office. I took
an interview with him and two or three months later, December 1, 1962, was hired on the Remonumentation crew.
Elmer Peterson was the first appointed County Surveyor in
1964. Howard Perkins (LS No. 983) up to that time was the
last elected county surveyor. The primary job for me on a
three-man field crew was to find and replace St. Peter sandstone monuments with cast iron monuments that had been
in the ground since 1890 and set by P. M. Dahl. Dahl performed basically the first remonumentation in Hennepin
County. Hennepin County had two remonumentation and
two resurveys programs through the present. W.P.A. (Works
Progress Administration) in 1936 had a partial resurvey and
remonumentation program. In 1956 Hennepin started a full
resurvey and remonumentation program under the direction
of Elmer Peterson, County Surveyor, and partially completed
in 1964-1965. The Sections were too mathematically close
at 1:5000 or 3rd Order Control. Transits and 100 foot steel
tapes were used with, of course, a spring balance temperature
and eleven chaining pins. In 1946-1954 the Surveyor’s Office
started drawing half-section maps on linen at 1 inch = 200
feet. This evolved into the beginning of checking subdivision
plats. It was found by Alver Freeman in 1974 that drawing
some subdivision plats did not fit by measurements within
the half-section map. Alver found out when he ran a math
closure on one plat that it did not close by ?50 feet, conversely
the scale was off.
In 1962 the County Surveyor’s Office had one three-man
Remonumentation crew and three Resurvey crews. For the
section lines, random lines were run and then 90 degreed into
the corners. No triangulation was done in running section
lines on the resurvey of sections. The remonumentation crew
tried to stay ahead of the resurvey crews in locating and tying
in the section, meander and quarter corners — which was
impossible. One reason was that the sandstone monuments
did not have a magnetic pull for location. Once we got into a
general location we would start our digging. No jackhammer
in those days; tools were a pick, shovel, and steel bar. Many 4
x 4 pits were dug, 3 to 4 feet deep.
In 1962 we acquired two T-2 theodolites, and in 1964 the
county surveyor bought a Geodometer, a distance-measuring

device. Section lines went a lot faster. But it still wasn’t easy.
The Geodometer was a big heavy box that operated off a 12volt battery — equipment was hard to carry around because
of bulk and heaviness. In the first winter we made a small
sled to haul it around. Of course we pulled it over the snow,
and, of course, wearing snowshoes. (No four-wheeler here).
Have you ever carried a 12-volt battery with a Geodometer
strapped on your back with snowshoes up a steep hill? That’s
what we did — no joke!
When I started in the County, the Surveyor’s Office was
on the fourth floor of the old County Court House. Our office, as I recall, consisted of 20 employees. I think the county
personnel department had 5 or 6 employees. It now consists
of more than ±100 employees. Gladys Hrkal was the secretary. County survey functions consisted not only of resurveys of half-sections but surveying township roads (79) and
monumenting the centerline, county roads and monumenting the right-of-way and, of course, surveying county properties. Elmer Peterson was always buddies with the County
Commissioner since he was appointed. So, during the early
’60s our field crews would sometimes run sixteenth/quarter
section and right-of-way lines for the benefit of the private
sector. One I remember was in Minnetrista, where a farmer
who lived in a converted chicken coop with his family chased
us off his land with a shotgun. The problem started when he
was farming 50± feet into his neighbor’s property. The owner
called the County Commissioner and complained to Pete.
We reran the quarter line twice because the farmer pulled out
the lath we set the day before. The second time out there, we
brought the County Sheriff with us.
Remonumenting was always a challenge. One day in the
winter of 1963 on Neill Lake in Eden Prairie was a memorable one. (Neill Lake was drained during the ’20s or ’30s.)
Ownership was parted out equally like a piece of pie. Our
job on the remonumentation crew was to locate a sandstone
monument on the section line. Neill Lake was full of cattails
and humps of frozen peat. We pushed the section line with
a transit, and using a steel 100-foot tape to measure with,
we crossed the lake, and right up to a corn silo (W.P.A. survey crews had found and tied in a sandstone monument and
showed it within the silo). The silo was located on Charlie
Sander’s farm. Charlie owned and operated “Charlie’s” Restaurant in downtown Minneapolis. After getting permission
Continued on page 25
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Autobiography of a Land Surveyor, continued from page 24

to enter the silo, sure enough: There was the sandstone monument sticking up in the center of the silo. I don’t remember
if we changed it with a cast iron monument or not. I believe
it was the same day President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was
assassinated — November 22, 1963.
Also, we were looking for a meander corner in the swamp
just south of Lake Minnetonka. We measured exactly W.P.A.
measurements. It was very cold that day, and we dug a hole
in the ice where we thought the monument was. I put my
hand down in the hole, and came up with a bloody stump of
a hand; the previous surveyor had broken a bottle around the
sandstone!
In the early ’60s we worked a lot along the Minnesota
River locating sandstone meander corners. The flies, gnats,
and mosquitoes were thick along the river. Later I found out
I had contracted Lyme disease. Bull and garter snakes and, of
course, deer were rampant. I remember using a machete cutting through reeds just north of river in the summer, when I
cut through a beehive. As the bees poured out, I took off. I
think I beat the 4-minute mile that day!
In the winter, we saw several dogs and deer caught on ice

HENNEPIN COUNTY SURVEYOR’S OFFICE
PERSONNEL IN 1963

Gladys Hrykal
Elmer Peterson
Al Freeman
Bob Bakka
Bud Rodgers
Tony Migliaccio
Willie Carlson
Jerry Gleixner
John Kissel
Art Seaman
Jim Larsen
Bernie Larson
Joe Snyder
Bob Felton
Gary Backer
Herb Lemire
George Anderson
Tom McGinty
Ivan Synhaivsky

floes and/or swimming in the river.
Jerry Gleixner, one to never wear a hat, froze his nose,
pure white, when we walked across part of Lake Minnetonka
with the temperature about 5° above and windy. (The survey
crews went outside whenever the temperature was -5° below.)
We dug many 4 x 6 foot pits looking for sandstone monuments. Sometimes we were lucky and found one — what a
thrill! Fieldwork was always crossing farmers’ property, and
that meant over electric fences. The one with short legs always
got hung up, if you know what I mean. I’ve got short legs and,
of course, I would be the one to get hung up being chased out
of the pasture by a raging bull.
Lindsey Engineering bought the first Geodometer in
Hennepin County, as I recall. In conjunction with Carver County, Bill Schmokel (LS #7306) and Bob Meredith
(#8617) and Hennepin County Surveyor’s Office ran the
standard parallel between Hennepin and Carver Counties in
1963. The remonumentation crew, of which I was a member
as were Bob Felton and Herb Lemire (#13349), located the
section, quarter corners and closing corners along this line
and assisted Bill and Bob in the project. It was our first experience with the Geodometer electronic measuring device.
We ran County Road No. 18, a.k.a. County Road 169
in 1966 and 1967. I did some of the instrument work (I was
now on the Resurvey Crew), turning the T-2 angles 16 times
at each station. The measuring was done between the quarter
and section corners. That meant standing out in traffic in the
middle of the road. No triangulation was acceptable. Some
lines were measured during dark, clear nights with the Geodometer.
When extending Highway 62 Crosstown to the West
from Highway 18 in 1965-1966, we used our new Geodometer purchased in 1964. There was a huge hill located at Highway 18 and 62. We called our triangulation point on top of
this hill Dead Deer Point. It got that name because when we
were setting over our traverse point, a bleeding deer ran by us.
After a few seconds, two men came by with bows and arrows
asking if we had seen a deer go by.
In trying to find iron monuments in the ’60s and early
’70s, we used an Aqua Survey and Instrument, a magnetic
needle, what we call a “Frog Box.” Nowadays we use a SchoenContinued on page 26
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Autobiography of a Land Surveyor, continued from page 25

stadt Magnetic Locator. Hennepin County Surveyors was the
first test area in the country for the Schoenstadt Locator.
I worked in the field until April 1967. I had to pass a
trigonometry test given by Alver Freeman (LS 7548), Assistant County Surveyor, to get into the office. In the late ’60s
as I recall, testing was started in Hennepin County. Alver’s
test consisted of computing distances from offset and random
lines, and was very demanding, but I passed his test. Alver
was in the “Battle of the Bulge” during World War II as a
tank commander, and he ran the office as such. For one thing,
there was little training on the job. I had to learn (at home at
night) the drafting and subdivision of sections, what I was to
use during the day. Thank goodness for the training I had at
Dunwoody Institute, which helped prepare me for the office
job.
I started by re-drafting section corner ties, drawing subdivision plats, and updating half-section maps in ink. We had
in our office almost a full set of linens of half-sections, which
were used for prints and reproduction of sepias, a reverse
drawing used for making prints. Gordon Coffin (LS #6064)
would come in from Long Lake by bus and pick all of them
up. Mark Gronberg (LS #12755) bought out Coffin, so I assume he retained all of these sepias.
My first promotion came as a survey draftsman around
1968 after a survey test made up by Alver Freeman. My job
tasks consisted of comparing subdivision plats before recording, drawing half-section maps, computing the re-survey
breakdown, subdividing sections and drafting the re-survey
folders from subdivision calculations, which are still in use
today. I started checking plats in 1970.

MSPS Past Presidents who have taken Dunwoody
classes from Gary Backer:

1992: Theodore D. Kemna
1993: Mark A. Peterson
1994: Gary H. Stevenson
1995: Gary E. Caswell
1997: John C. Peterson
1999: John E. Freemyer
2000: Richard Williams
2001: Lynn P. Caswell
2006: Edward J. Otto
2011: Henry D. Nelson
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In the Court House, the humidity (because of the lack
of air conditioning) would make desk papers and half-section
linens curl up on the ends. In 1967 the County Surveyor’s
office moved to the interior court at 320 1/2 room (where the
City County Credit Union offices were located). There was
no air conditioning. Our half-section maps would curl up so
badly we would, in order to draw on them, put extra pounce
(white powder) so the linen would absorb the ink.
It was unbearably hot in that office in the summer with
only two small windows opening into the inner court — no
air conditioning — and the lighting was very poor. I finally
convinced Elmer Peterson, County Surveyor, to buy some
desk lamps and get a fan. We were in that office until April
1974, when we moved to the new Government Center. The
only time I got close to Senator Hubert H. Humphrey was
when he dedicated the commencement of the digging for the
new Government Center.
Here’s an example of how much a sergeant Al Freeman
was: In the late 1970s, Hennepin County’s personnel system
said that employees could not take less than one hour of vacation time. So one morning my bus was late reaching downtown. I came into our office ±4 minutes late, and was told by
Alver that I couldn’t make it up at my break time. The end
result was that I had to leave the office for one hour on vacation and walk around town!
Before they tore down the buildings on that block for the
new Government Center, there was Albinson’s main store of
survey equipment and repair on one corner, Farnham’s office
supplies on the other. Across Third Avenue where the Pillsbury Tower is now were a coffee shop and restaurant.
Our first field equipment room was in the sub-basement
of the Court House in a small corner room. The sub-basement at one time was used as a jail with iron bars over the
windows. The narrow entrance on Fourth Avenue just fit the
horse-drawn paddy wagons carrying drifters, drunks and revelers to their small cells for the night. At this time, the area
was used for storage for stolen bikes and storage of steel containers filled with thousands of gallons of water in case the
Russians were to drop their atomic bombs. Also down there
was a true 100-foot distance between two copper discs set in
the concrete floor where we could check our new 100-foot
chains for accuracy. We got a similar sub-basement space for
field equipment in the new Government Center in 1974.
Continued on page 27
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I first took the Land Surveyor In Training (LSIT) exam
in 1967, but according to the State Board failed it. In 1973
I gave a speech at the Surveyors Convention on “Counting
the Cost,” a speech on studying for said exam. Bill Kelley,
the land surveyor on the State Board at the time, came up
to me after the speech and said I got two 69s on the test and
said that the reason I wasn’t passed was because “I didn’t have
enough experience.” Good old Bill, a tough Marine officer
(in those days, they would pass people below a score of 70 if
they thought you had good experience). Incidentally, Lowell
Torseth was the Executive Director on the State Board. I retook the LSIT exam in 1973 and passed. When I took my
professional exam in 1974, Rudy Monson (LS #7286) from
Duluth had taken over for Bill Kelley as the land surveyor on
the board.
In July 1974, I passed the state exam as a land surveyor
(LS #10948). I was thrilled to pass the exam that I had studied for during a full year. In those days, there was no guide or
plan to help one study. I found myself studying materials that
didn’t help at all. So I thought when I had the chance to help
others pass the professional exam, I would do it. There was
no refresher course for land surveyors like the engineers had
in place to assist the test takers. Duane Lorsung, Dunwoody
instructor, called me in late 1974 to teach at Dunwoody. He
wanted me to assist him in the Civil Engineering and Surveying Department. I thought about it for a few days and decided not to, but told him that if he had a part-time evening
position, I would take that. At the time, Willie Lundstrom
was still teaching the evening course. However, he decided to
quit and retire, so I took on an evening class, and, of course,
the rest is history. So, in fall 1975, I started teaching Land
Surveying courses. I had to make up new curriculum, tests,
and materials — in other words, start from scratch.
It almost did not come to fruition, however. I was working part-time as a radio announcer at Northwestern College
at the same time I was working at Hennepin County Surveyor’s Office. They had asked me several times at KTIS if I
would like to work full-time days as a broadcaster. My health
was never the best, so it was hard for me to turn down, but I
didn’t want to lose my health benefits at Hennepin County so
decided surveying was my vocation.
I got very discouraged regarding surveying when I
worked in the inner court of City Hall for Hennepin County
Surveyors in the late ’60s. No one appeared to assist ambi-

tious people at Hennepin County in Land Surveying. It was
like a closed shop, “I’ve got a secret and I’m not going to
help you get ahead,” especially to get licensed. Only Jesse Fant
at the University of Minnesota was supportive. I took four
surveying classes at night from him. I also took geology, algebra, trigonometry, and calculus at the University. After all
these classes, two years at Augsburg and 11 years experience
in Dunwoody surveying, I was told by the county surveyor
I didn’t qualify for the LSIT exam. I got so discouraged that
I decided to finish Brown Institute (which I started in 1958
and quit after six weeks because the salaries were low and I
was planning to get married). So, in fall 1968, I returned to
Brown. I went continually for one full year and received my
diploma in Radio Broadcasting and Engineering in 1969. I
worked one day a week on weekends for WMKT in Cottage
Grove for 6 months. Then I worked for 6 1/2 years at KTIS,
Northwestern College, nights and days, all holidays and
many weekends, etc.; I quit there in November 1975. There
are many exciting stories I could relate to you from working
at those stations. However, land surveying is our topic here.
(I was the on-air announcer when kidnappers, after hearing
that hundreds of people were praying for the release of Eunice
Kronholm, released her.)
1975 was a tough year, as I worked on the radio at night
and also started teaching my Dunwoody classes one night a
week. After a year of overlapping two professions, I decided
to give up announcing.
As stated, I had taken and passed the State Land Surveying Exam in 1974. The first job offer came from the City of
Minneapolis Engineering Department, which needed a land
surveyor on staff. However, the Minneapolis City Council refused to give me an Engineer II classification, so that went by
the wayside. Eventually, in 1975 the land surveyor position
opened up in our office. It was an open exam. Jim Parker
(#9235) and I ran neck-and-neck for the job. Because the
job consisted of plat checking, and that’s the function I was
doing, I got the job after many interviews. Incidentally, Bud
Rathbun (#3795) and Jesse Fant sat on the interview board.

Watch for the next installment in Gary Backer’s autobiography in the Spring 2014 edition of the Minnesota
Surveyor!
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MSPS Member News
MSPS Members: Get Recognized for and
Share Your Work on Projects!
In 2014 we want to start recognizing interesting and outstanding work by our members via a special section in the
Minnesota Surveyor magazine! We will devote up to two
pages including project description and photos. We are looking for projects that presented challenges requiring creative
solutions, unique projects, big projects, weird projects, etc.…

All you need to do is write up a description of the project
including the basics of the project, some description of what
made it unique and any particular surveying techniques that
you employed. Include photos and any other documents that
help tell the story. Send submissions to Staff Editor Laurie
Pumper at lauriep@ewald.com.

Rippke Retires After 40 Years of Service
Jon Rippke, P.E., past President and Chairman of the
Board, will retire at the end of 2013 after 40 years of service
with Bolton & Menk, Inc.
Jon’s service to his profession includes involvement in
both Minnesota State University, Mankato (MSU) and South
Dakota State University Civil Advisory Boards, as well as the

ACEC/MN (American Council of Engineering Companies
of Minnesota) and APWA/MN (American Public Works Association of Minnesota) Board of Directors. He has been a
member of the Engineering CEOs of Minnesota since its inception. Jon was recognized in 2002 by his profession, receiving the MSPE (Minnesota Society of Professional Engineers)
Engineer of the Year Award.

Wenck Associates Welcomes David Landecker
Wenck Associates is pleased to announce David Landecker, PLS, has joined the firm as principal land surveyor.
David is a licensed land surveyor in Minnesota and North
Dakota with 35 years of experience in numerous phases of
land development and surveys. He has facilitated the survey,
planning, design and entitlement process for a variety of golf
course, residential, commercial, condominium and resort developments. A few of his past projects include Arnold Palmer
signature Deacons Lodge Golf Course and residential community Breezy Point, Laurentian at Giants Ridge residential
recreational community, Biwabik and Ruttgers Bay Lake

Lodge resort expansion, Crow Wing County and Cadastral
surveys for Cass and Becker Counties in Minnesota and Basin
Electric and Xcel Energy in North Dakota.
In his role at Wenck, David will add his land surveying
expertise to the company’s wide professional services offerings
and collaborate with projects involving surveying for the real
estate, municipal and engineering clients, including boundary & topographic surveys, ALTA land title surveys, platting
and construction staking. David’s office is located in Fargo.
He can be reached at 218-820-4038 or by e-mail at dlandecker@wenck.com

MSPS Calendar of Events
MSPS Board of Directors Meeting: January 16, 2014
MSPS 2014 Annual Meeting: February 19-21, 2014, Ramada Mall of America, Bloomington, MN.
MSPS 2014 Summer Meeting: July 30, 2014, Arrowwood Resort, Alexandria, MN
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Firm Member Directory
Advance Surveying & Engineering Co.

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

James Parker
5300 South County Road 101
Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 474-7964
Fax (952) 401-1375
http://www.advsur.com/

Janele Fowlds
1960 Premier Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171
Fax (507) 625-4177
www.bolton-menk.com

Peter Blethen
2040 Highway 12 East
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 231-3956
Fax (320) 231-9710

Arro Land Surveyors

Bolton & Menk Inc.

208 4th St. NW
PO Box 681
Bemidji, MN 56619
(218) 444-9365
Fax (918) 444-0250

Joe Haefner
219 North Main St.
Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4738
Fax (507) 238-4732
www.bolton-menk.com

Arro Land Surveyors, LLC

PO Box 7
609 Minnesota Ave
Walker, MN 56484
(218) 547-3797
Fax (218) 547-3799
www.arrollc.com
Arro of Park Rapids, LLC

718 First Street East
PO Box 232
Park Rapids, MN 56470
(218) 732-5772
Fax (218) 732-0841
www.arrollc.com
Arro of the North, LLC

David Serrano
825 3rd Ave., PO Box 1271
International Falls, MN 56649
(877) 563-2776
Fax (218) 283-2771
arrollc.com
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Dennis D. Pederson
13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308
(763) 262-8822
Fax (763) 262-8844
www.bogart-pederson.com
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

Lee A Brown
311 Division Street West
Maple Lake, MN 55358
(320) 963-6900
Fax (320) 963-6060
Bogart Pederson & Assoc., Inc.

13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308-9322
(320) 252-0409
Fax (763) 262-8844
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Bolton & Menk Inc.

Jesse Zeig
140 First Ave N, PO Box 434
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
(507) 794-5541
Fax (507) 794-5542
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Nate Stadler
7533 Sunwood Dr. NW
Ramsey, MN 55303
(763) 433-2851
Fax (763) 427-0833
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk Inc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Richard Williams
2035 County Rd. D East, Suite B
Maplewood, MN 55109
(651) 704-9970
Fax (651) 704-9971
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Richard Williams
2778 Commerce Dr. NW, Suite C
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 208-4332
Fax (507) 208-4155
C.E. Coulter & Associates, Inc.

John C Peterson
1103 W Burnsville Pkwy, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 808-9500
Fax (952) 808-9501
CAD Technology Center

Brian Levendowski
1000 Boone Ave., Suite 200
Golden Valley, MN 55427
(952) 941-1181
www.cadtechnologycenter.com

Rory J Jensen
35 South Park Avenue
LeCenter, MN 56057
(507) 238-4482
Fax (507) 625-4177
www.bolton-menk.com

Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Design Tree Engineering

Peter Blethen
7656 Design Rd, Suite 200
Baxter, MN 56425-8676
(218) 825-0684
Fax (218) 825-0685
www.bolton-menk.com

Daniel Bemboom
3339 W. St. Germain, Suite 250
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 217-5557
www.designtreeengineering.com

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Duffy Engineering & Associates, Inc.

Richard Williams
12224 Nicollet Avenue
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-0509
Fax (952) 890-8065
www.bolton-menk.com
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Nathaniel Stadler
2638 Shadow Lane, Ste 200
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 448-8838
Fax (952) 448-8805
www.bolton-menk.com

Dan Thurmes
6750 Stillwater Blvd N, Ste 1
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969
Fax (651) 275-8976

Barry R Dorniden
350 Highway 10 South, Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56304
(320) 259-1234
Fax (320) 203-1234
www.duffyeng.com
E.G. Rud & Sons Inc

Jason Rud
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200
Fax (651) 361-8701
www.egrud.com
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E.G. Rud & Sons, Inc.

Houston Engineering, Inc.

Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

Kurt Nelson
255 Hwy 7 E.
Hutchinson, MN 55350
(320) 587-2025
Fax (320) 587-2595
www.egrud.com

Mark Deutschman
6901 E Fish Lake Rd, STE 140
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 493-4522
Fax (763) 493-5572
www.houstoneng.com

James Kramer
1120 Industrial Park Rd. SW
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 829-5333
Fax (218) 829-5377
www.kldland.com

Egan, Field & Nowak Inc

Hult & Hebeisen, P.A.

Kramer Leas DeLeo, P.C.

Dale F Hebeisen
PO Box 37
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 464-3130
Fax (651) 464-4822
www.hultmn.com

Sam DeLeo
11 North 7th Avenue Suite 100
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 259-1266
Fax (320) 259-8811
www.kldland.com

I&S Group, Inc.

Loucks Associates

Lee J Nord
1229 Tyler St. NE, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 466-3300
Fax (612) 466-3383
www.efnsurvey.com
Engineering Design & Surveying, Inc.

Vladimir Sivriver
6480 Wayzata Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55426
(763) 545-2800
Fax (763) 545-2801
www.edsmn.com
Fischer Land Surveying

Daniel Stueber
115 East Hickory Street, Suite 300
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651
Fax (507) 387-3583
www.is-grp.com
I&S Group, Inc.

Daniel V. Fischer
212 4th Ave., P.O. Box 66
Langdon, ND 58249
(701) 256-5728
Fax (701) 256-3709
www.fischerlandsurveying.com

Daniel Stueber
1415 Town Square Lane
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 331-1500
Fax (507) 331-1501
www.is-grp.com

Hakanson Anderson Associates

Jones, Haugh & Hosfield

Charles Christopherson
3601 Thurston Ave.
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 427-5860
Fax (763) 427-0520
www.haa-inc.com
Hayes Surveying & Mapping PC

John C Hosfield
415 West North Street
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-4598
Fax (507) 451-1396
jhseng.com
Jones, Haugh And Smith, Inc.

Paul J McGinley
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505
Fax (763) 424-5822
www.loucksassociates.com
Loucks/Sanders Wacker Bergly

Paul J McGinley
365 East Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55101
(651) 221-0401
Fax (651) 297-6817
www.swb-loucks.com
Massey Land Surveying & Engineering

Richard Massey
PO Box 100
Kasson, MN 55944
(507) 634-4505
Fax (507) 634-6560
www.masseylandsurveying.com

Maureen Hayes
18 Brandon Lane
Grand Marais, MN 55604
(218) 387-2532

John H. Schulte, IV
515 S Washington Ave
Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 373-4876
Fax (507) 373-1839
jhseng.com

McGhie & Betts

Houston Engineering

Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson

McGhie & Betts Inc

Jeff Langan
208 4th St. E.
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
(218) 681-2951
Fax (218) 681-2987
Houston Engineering Inc

Curtis Skarphol
1401 21st Ave. N.
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5065
Fax (701) 237-5101
www.houstoneng.com

Ross R Wamre
1024 Thiesse Drive
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 828-6330
Fax (218) 287-6313
www.kljeng.com
Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson

Ross R Wamre
1505 30th Ave S, A
Moorhead, MN 56560
(218) 287-0300
Fax (218) 287-6313
www.kljeng.com

Mark Geffers
1604 Riverview Ln
Northfield, MN 55057
(507) 645-0965
Mark E Severtson
1648 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 289-3919
Fax (507) 289-7333
www.mcghiebetts.com
MFRA, Inc.

Marcus Hampton
14800 28th Ave N, Ste. 140
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 476-6010
Fax (763) 476-8532
www.mfra.com
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Meadowland Surveying

Oliver Surveying & Engineering, Inc.

SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Scott R Walz
1118 Hwy 59 S
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
(218) 847-4289
Fax (218) 846-1945
www.meadowlandsurveying.com

580 Dodge Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330-2875
(952) 894-3045
Fax (952) 894-3049
www.oliver-se.com

Matthew D. Hansen
1 Carlson Parkway Suite 150
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010
Fax (763) 475-2429
www.srfconsulting.com

Mi-Tech Services, Inc.

1700 Industrial Drive
Green Bay, WI 54302
(920) 465-8018
Fax (920) 465-8163
www.mi-tech.us
Moore Engineering

Jeffry J. Volk
925 10th Ave E.
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-4692
Fax (701) 282-4530
Moore Engineering, Inc

Christopher D Heyer
1808 E. Fir Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
(218) 998-4041
Fax (218) 998-4042
www.mooreengineeringinc.com
MSA Professional Services

Dennis Honsa
60 Plato Blvd East, Suite 140
St. Paul, MN 55107
(651) 334-8413
Fax (763) 786-4574
www.msa-ps.com
MSA Professional Services

134 Roosevelt Shore Dr. NE
Outing, MN 56662
(651) 334-8413
www.msa-ps.com
Northern Engineering & Consulting

Terry L Freeman
111 South 6th Street, PO Box 292
Walker, MN 56484
(218) 547-1296
Fax (218) 547-2272
Northern Engineering & Consulting

George Coulombe
207 Fourth Street NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 444-4860
Fax (218) 444-6042
Oliver Surveying & Engineering, Inc.

Rick M Blom
580 Dodge Avenue
Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072
Fax (763) 441-5665
www.oliver-se.com
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Otto Associates

Paul E Otto
9 West Division St
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727
Fax (763) 682-3522
www.ottoassociates.com
Prairie Land Surveying

John Veroeven
1047 E. Main St.
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 469-5997
Fax (507) 216-4399
www.prairielandsurveying.com
Rehder & Associates, Inc.

Thomas J Adam
3440 Federal Drive, Ste 110
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 452-5051
Fax (651) 452-9797
www.rehder.com
Salo Engineering, Inc.

David Salo
4560 Norway Pines Place
Hermantown, MN 55811
(218) 727-8796
Fax (218) 727-0126
Sathre-Bergquist Inc.

David Pemberton
150 S. Broadway Ave.
Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000
Fax (952) 476-0104
www.sathre.com
Schoborg Land Services, Inc.

Kelly L Brouwer
8997 Co Rd 13 SE
Delano, MN 55328
(763) 972-3221
Fax (763) 972-3223
Sibley Surveyors Inc

Avery G Grochow
335 Main Avenue, PO Box 988
Gaylord, MN 55334
(507) 237-5212
Fax (507) 237-2755

Stonebrooke Engineering, Inc

Aaron Mages
12467 Boone Ave
Savage, MN 55378
(952) 402-9202
Fax (952) 403-6803
www.stonebrookeengineering.com
Stonemark Land Surveying Inc

Patrick A Trottier
PO Box 874
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
(218) 568-4940
Fax (218) 568-5404
www.stonemarksurvey.com
Sunde Land Surveying, LLC

Lenny Carlson
9001 East Bloomington Freeway
Suite #118
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-2455
Fax (952) 888-9526
www.sunde.com
Ulteig Engineers

Michael Cannon
5201 E River Rd., Ste 308
Minneapolis, MN 55421
(763) 571-2500
Fax (763) 571-1168
www.ulteig.com
Ulteig Engineers

1041 Hawk St., PO Box 150
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-0150
(218) 847-5607
Fax (218) 847-2791
www.ulteig.com
Ulteig Engineers

3350 38th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58104
(701) 237-3211
www.ulteig.com

Fax (701) 237-3191

Ulteig Engineers

5701 S. Corporate Pl
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-5007
(605) 323-2306
Fax (605) 323-2308
www.ulteig.com
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W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Widseth Smith Nolting

Widseth Smith Nolting - Bemidji

Woodrow A Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S. Ste 228
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055
Fax (952) 854-4268

240 Harrison St.
Red Wing, MN 55066
(651) 388-2443
Fax (651) 388-5236

Westwood Professional Services

Chris Jordheim
2715 South Washington St., PO Box 14546
Grand Forks, ND 58208
(701) 795-1975
Fax (701) 795-1978

Scott Buxton
315 - 5th St NW, PO Box 398
Bemidji, MN 56649-0398
(218) 444-1859
Fax (218) 444-1860
www.wsn-mn.com

Craig Morse
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-5150
Fax (952) 937-5822
www.westwoodps.com
Westwood Professional Services

Christopher Hoglund
423 Laurel St
Brainerd, MN 56401-3524
(218) 829-1751
Fax (218) 829-4733
www.westwoodps.com
Westwood Professional Services

Nate Carlson
3701 12th St. N, Suite 206
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 253-9495
Fax (320) 253-8737
www.westwoodps.com

Widseth Smith Nolting

Widseth Smith Nolting - Alexandria

Bryan T. Balcome
610 Fillmore St, PO Box 1028
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 335-5023
Fax (320) 762-0263
www.wsn.us.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Baxter

Chad M. Conner
PO Box 2720
Baxter, MN 56425
(218) 829-5117
www.wsn-mn.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Crookston

Garrett Borowicz
216 South Main St
Crookston, MN 56716
(218) 281-6522
Fax (218) 281-6545
www.wsn-mn.com
Widseth Smith Nolting - Rochester

6301 Bandel Rd NW, Ste 301
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 292-8743
Fax (507) 292-8746

Fax (218) 829-2517

Widseth Smith Nolting

Patrick Krug
1600 Central Ave. NE
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(218) 773-1185
Fax (218) 773-3348

MSPS Chapter
Chairs:
A reminder to send your meeting notices and minutes to the
MSPS office so that we can post
the information on the MSPS
website.
Send information to Eric Ewald
at msps@mnsurveyor.com or to
Laurie Pumper at lauriep@ewald.
com — we will be happy to
promote your Chapter events!

Winter 2013-2014 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2013-2014 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

33

34

Winter 2013-2014 • Minnesota Surveyor • Copyright 2013-2014 by the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Aero-Metric, Inc.

Frontier Precision

Miles Strain
13400 68th Ave N
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(763) 420-9606
www.aerometric.com

Steve Richter
2852 7th St. N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 654-6511
Fax (320) 654-6520

Ayres Associates
Daryl Sather
9808 Robin Oak Road
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 270-3175
www.ayresassociates.com

Berntsen International, Inc.
Tim Klaben
PO Box 8670
Madison, WI 53708-8670
(608) 249-8549
www.berntsen.com

10900 73rd Ave. N., Suite 120
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 496-1366
(877) 698-3077 Toll-Free
www.frontierprecision.com

Geoshack Direct
Thad King
1307 Springlake Rd
Dallas, TX 75234
(972) 918-5300
geoshack.com

Harrison Marker Co.
Ellen Johnson
Box 66
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445
www.harrisonmarker.com

Land Design Insurance
Group
Justin R. Klein
Box 219
Timonium, MD 21094
(877) 316-4922 Toll-Free
www.landdesigninsurance.com

Leica Geosystems Inc
Chris Rotegard
4107 158th Street West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(612) 385-6067
www.leica-geosystems.us

RDO Integrated Controls
Fred Meyer
9201 East Bloomington Freeway
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 948-1606
www.rdointegratedcontrols.com

Trimble Navigation
Diane Sierra
10355 Westmoor Dr.
Westminster, CO 80021
(720) 587-4967
ww2.trimble.com
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