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Blumentritt, Retired SCSU Professor Ken Wong, ACSM/NSPS
Executive Director Curtis Sumner, and MSPS member Denny
Pederson attended the ACSM/NSPS Annual Meeting in February. See page 10 for more information about the “hardware.”
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From The President
Lowell J. Schellack
Association of Ontario Land Surveyors
117th Annual General Meeting
First lady Carol and I were privileged to represent the
Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors at the 117th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Association of Ontario
Land Surveyors (AOLS) in Toronto, February 18-20, 2009.
From the time we arrived until we left to come home, we were
warmly welcomed and treated as honored guests. The Ontario
Surveyors, as well as the delegates and their wives from eight
other provinces, made sure that we were included in all the
AGM activities. The AGM organizers were very pleased with
the attendance as they had 503 attendees — an all time high
for them. Prince Edward Island was the only province that
did not send a representative. They only have 12 surveyors on
the island, and their travel is limited by budget constraints.
Opening Ceremonies were conducted at 2:00 p.m. on
Wednesday with a keynote presentation by the Honorable
Jean Augustine. Ms. Augustine was appointed as the first
fairness commissioner for the province of Ontario in March
2007. Ms. Augustine was born in Grenada and came to Canada in 1960. Ms. Augustine is unique in that she is the first
African-Canadian to be elected to the House of Commons.
A business session was conducted after the keynote presentation for the balance of the afternoon. Wednesday’s activities
concluded with a dinner attended by visiting delegates at a
nearby restaurant arranged by Kent Campbell, President of
the Ontario Land Surveyors. It was a good opportunity to
meet the delegates from the other provinces. Minnesota had
the only delegates from the United States in attendance at the
AGM.
Thursday’s activities consisted of educational seminars
and a convocation luncheon. A
three-hour presentation on the
“Future Uses of
GIS in Professional Surveying”
was conducted
in the morning, which was
well
attended.
The Convocation Luncheon Above: MSPS President Lowell Schellack
honors and intro- and Lorraine Petzold, O.L.S.
4

duces Ontario Land Surveyors
who have received their commissions since the 2008 convention and those receiving
special awards and citations.
The Convocation Address was
presented by Lorraine Petzold
O.L.S. (Hon., Ret.). Ms. Petzold received her commission in 1969 as the first woman in
Canada to be licensed as a land surveyor. After 10 years in
private practice, she lectured at George Brown and Erindale
Colleges before joining the Ontario Association as the Executive Director in 1976. She retired at the Centennial Meeting
in 1992, receiving the Professional Recognition Award. She
gave an excellent address to the audience, challenging them to
bring competence, honor and dignity to their profession.
A President’s Forum was conducted at 4:00 p.m. on
Thursday, which I attended. The delegates from the Canadian
Provinces were in attendance as well as representatives from
national organizations. They had lively debates on issues such
as (1) national testing for licensing and (2) reorganization of
the Canadian Council of Land Surveyors (CCLS) to a new
organization called Professional Surveyors Canada (PSC). It
is their belief that the concepts of PSC will better serve the
membership and the provinces than CCLS. However, costs
would double, which concerned many of the members.
On Friday, the business
meeting continued and concluded in time for the President’s Luncheon. Quoting
the text of the AGM Program,
“The President’s Luncheon is
where we recognize the passing of the ‘Chain of Office to
the New President’ The luncheon is steeped in tradition
with a bagpiper piping the
head table into the luncheon
and the gentle roasting of
the Presidents, incoming and Above: Olympic rower Liam
outgoing.”
Parsons thrilled the group with
his account of achieving his
The speaker for the lun- childhood dream of winning
cheon was Liam Parsons, an Olympic medal.
Olympic Rowing bronze
Continued on page 5
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President’s Report, continued from page 4

medal winner, lightweight men’s four-person rowing team.
Liam presented a video of their race at the Beijing Olympic
Games last summer. Liam narrated the race from start to finish, which took just under six minutes. Liam and his teammates trained six days a week for two years to compete in
the Olympic Games. He told of the many struggles along the
way to keep the team focused on their goal. But in the end,
Liam achieved his childhood dream of one day competing in
the Olympics. Liam brought his bronze medal with him and
passed it around so that everyone could hold and look at it.

The AGM concluded with a President’s Dinner and
Dance on Friday Night. The dance was semi-formal, inviting
the men to wear tuxedos. They had live music, the LOCK 8
BAND, who had performed at last year’s AGM in Niagara
Falls. Ontario rotates their AGM to five different venues. Next
year, the AGM will be at Deer Hurst Resort near Huntsville,
Ontario, which is about a two-and-a-half-hour drive north of
Toronto.

From The President-Elect
Tony Blumentritt
The ACSM/NSPS conference in Salt Lake City ran from
February 19 through February 23, 2009. I had the pleasure
of being one of the Minnesota representatives attending this
conference. During the first two days of the conference, most
of my time was spent in ACSM (American Congress of Surveying and Mapping) and NSPS (National Society of Professional Surveyors) committee meetings. The national scene
is a busy one. NSPS has 33 standing committees. NSPS is
a member of ACSM. ACSM has four member organizations including NSPS. ACSM works to develop policy with
FEMA, NOAA, NGS and FDGC
(Federal Geographic Data Committee). ACSM also has a Government
Affairs program to represent members’ interests before Congress and
the executive branch. Please take a
look at their websites http://www.
acsm.net, and http://www.nspsmo.
org for more information regarding
these two organizations. The activities of ACSM and NSPS in our everyday lives as surveyors cannot be
underestimated.

the maximum time of imprisonment increases to one
year. According to Minnesota
Statutes, the maximum fine
is $10,000. For more information on the Michigan law,
please follow this link: http://
misocprofsurveyors.org/pdf/2008-PA-0319.pdf.
Throughout the convention, it became apparent that
Minnesota is a leader in surveying
infrastructure, education, and organization. Time and time again,
Minnesota was used as an example
of how surveying administration
should be done. Our programs are
second to none. One of our challenges moving forward is to keep
that edge.

Professor Ken Wong attended
the convention to accept the Earle
J. Fennell award. This award is presented to an ACSM member in
recognition of distinguished educaAt the Great Lakes Regional
tional contributions to ACSM and
Council meeting, the topic of unlithe surveying and mapping profescensed practice of land surveying was
sion. The Minnesota Surveyor also
discussed. The representatives from Professor Ken Wong (right) with ACSM/NSPS
won an award in the category of
Michigan stated that they changed Executive Director Curtis Sumner
best professional publication under
their penalties for unauthorized
the
2009
Excellence
in
Professional
Journalism Awards. Conpractice of land surveying. Michigan now imposes a penalty
gratulations
to
Professor
Wong
and
to
all who make the Minof a minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $25,000 with a
maximum of 93 days imprisonment. For a second violation,
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President-Elect’s Report, continued from page 5

nesota Surveyor the great publication
that it is, including Dave Zenk, editor,
Ewald Consulting for all of their work
in the magazine layout, and especially
to all of the member contributors to the
publication, without which the publication would not be possible.
I urge all of you to consider getting
involved in some way with MSPS. Be a
chapter officer, join a committee, consider running for a board of director position. It is work. However, the rewards
can be great. It’s possible to make many
new friends, to learn of things which

you never would have had you not been
involved, to learn and to understand of
surveying from a much larger perspective than that of our everyday work
experience. Without volunteer involvement, there would be no MSPS.
I would like to thank the MSPS
membership for electing me to the office of President-Elect. Please know that
I am aware of the awesome responsibility this office holds. I do take this responsibility very seriously, and pledge
to do my very best to serve this society
over the next three years. If any member

of the society has any concerns, questions, or comments that I can be of service for, please contact me at tonyb@
blumentritt.biz.
My goal as President-elect for the
next year is first and foremost to serve
this organization in the best way possible, to assist President Schellack as
needed, and to learn about the issues
facing us overall as an organization, locally at the chapter level as well as the
regional and national levels.

Surveying students from SCSU
competed at this year’s ACSM/
NSPS meetings. They were recognized for their participation.

6
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From the NSPS Governor
By John E. Freemyer
The ACSM / NSPS Annual Conference was held in Salt
Lake City, Utah, February 20-23, in cooperation with the
Utah Council of Land Surveyors, the Montana Association
of Registered Land Surveyors and the Western Federation of
Professional Surveyors. General attendees had the option of
numerous workshops dealing with a wide range of topics. As
your delegate, my focus was on a variety of business meetings.

partnerships could include
issues relating to continuing
education, public relations
and more. The first phase of
the proposal will be a questionnaire sent to each state
seeking input and interest.
Meetings/Reports

Conference Highlights

Ken Wong was presented with the ACSM “Earle J. Fennel Award,” which is presented to an individual in recognition
of distinguished educational contributions to the surveying
and mapping profession.
MSPS was awarded the 2009 Excellence in Professional
Journalism award for the Minnesota Surveyor magazine. A
great deal of thanks goes to Dave Zenk, editor; Laurie Pumper, staff editor at Ewald Consulting; and the many contributors to the magazine.
St. Cloud State University students participated in the
NSPS Student Competition for the third consecutive year.
And, although they did not win gold, silver or bronze, their
dedication to the competition and profession made them all
winners. Many thanks also go to Bill Hazelton and Eric Fuller
for their support and encouragement.
The NSPS Railroad committee, working in conjunction
with the ACSM Government Affairs committee, has completed draft language for federal legislation that would require
railroads to provide an accurate position of railroad tracks
prior to their removal. ACSM is now seeking sponsors in the
U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives. Let me know
if you are interested in reading the draft legislation.
The ACSM Government Affairs Committee was instrumental in getting land surveying degree programs recognized
in student loan forgiveness federal legislation. To learn more
about the details of this program, refer to the Science Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Coalition or
the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008.
The Board of Governors has endorsed a proposal to see
if there is interest in fostering closer partnerships between
NSPS and state surveyor organizations. A key part of the
concept would make state and national membership more
seamless. Membership in a state organization would include a
basic membership in NSPS for an additional small fee. Other

The Board of Governors includes one representative from
each state and territory and is advisory to the NSPS Board of
Directors. Governor attendance at Salt Lake City was very
good, with few absentees. The reports delivered at this meeting are invaluable for gauging the surveying and mapping
profession nationwide.
Motions made, seconded and approved by the Board of
Governors:
NSPS Crisis Management Manual: Develop a crisis manual to minimize and recover from issues such as flood and
water damage, adverse weather damage, fire damage, health
issues and financial problems.
NSPS Membership Proposal: Establish cooperation with
state surveyor associations to increase NSPS membership and
participation. State society membership would include a basic
NSPS membership.
NSPS Exhibit Hall Pass: Provide NSPS Directors and
Governors with a free pass to the exhibit hall at ACSM conferences.
Electronic Voting: Initiate a study into the feasibility of
NSPS member electronic voting.
NSPS President John Matinich reported that one of his
visions for NSPS is to establish closer national and state cooperatives. The organization continues to be in good health
financially. They have $483,000 in certificates of deposit and
a large checking account balance for paying day-to-day bills.
Membership is down by about 100 from this time last year,
but new membership applications and renewals are added
weekly. New land surveyor licensees can receive a free one
year NSPS membership. Very few seem to be taking advantage of the offer, but that may be due to the fact that it is
not being promoted enough. State societies should consider
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NSPS Governor’s Report, continued from page 7

promoting this and other NSPS membership options in their
magazines. More information about NSPS membership can
be found at www.nspsmo.org.
A resolution recognizing National Surveyors Week as the
third week in March of each year was passed as federal legislation. There is renewed interest in seeking federal education funds to help support TrigStar in high schools. Through
federal lobbying efforts, land surveying graduates are now
eligible to get all or part of their student loans forgiven. Efforts are being directed at finding sponsors for the railroad
abandonment legislation. Updates on government affairs can
be found at www.acsm.net and automatic email updates are
available upon request.
About 1,200 attendees were expected in Salt Lake. The
2010 conference will be in Phoenix in conjunction with
GITA. The dates are April 25-29, 2010. The international
surveyors conference will be held in Israel in May. The 2010
International conference will be held in Australia. There is an
open invitation to all surveyors for the Australia trip.
The NSPS Foundation awarded 13 scholarships in 2008.
The foundation fund is approximately $600,000 — which
increased by 5% in 2008 through conservative investments.
The safety video (which is being funded by the foundation)
is back on track and is expected to be released in about one
year.
An Ohio student is the national winner of the 2008 TrigStar contest. He was the valedictorian of his high school senior class and is now enrolled as a geomatics student at Ohio
State University.
Information about the Boy Scouts surveying merit badge
is available on the NSPS website. It is recommended that state
societies publish this information in their magazines to spread
the word about the badge and Boy Scouts. The Youth Outreach committee is looking for volunteers to assist with the
2010 Boy Scouts Jamboree.
A new BLM surveying instructions manual is essentially complete. Arrangements are being made with the U.S.
Printing Office to publish the manual in book form. BLM
representatives are hoping to have a Department of Interior
ceremony in conjunction with the NSPS Fall meetings in Arlington as the official release of the manual. About 200 people
have completed the BLM CFED program.
A new NGS geod model is available on the NGS website.
The Opus database on the NSG website is upgraded to allow
8

user entries for geodetic monuments found or set. LOCUS
database on the NGS website allows submission of barcode
leveling. Free training opportunities are available through
NGS at no charge. Information about this can be found at
its website. NGS is studying its state advisory program. More
information will follow.
Two ACSM members are now on the NCEES Board of
Directors. NCEES has endorsed a Bachelor of Science model curriculum plus surveying classes as a route to licensure.
NCEES has created a “Records Program” for those working
on licensure in multiple states. More information about this
program is described in a NCEES brochure.
The Great Lakes Regional Council is a loose-knit coalition for states in the upper Midwest and northeast U.S. to
discuss common issues. State societies are represented by their
respective NSPS Governors. A variety of topics included:
conference and seminar issues; legislation issues; education issues and more. Some states reported a noticeable decrease in
attendance at conferences and seminars, while others reported
attendance levels holding or actually increasing. More states
than ever have adopted continuing education requirements.
Some states are in the early stages of considering changes to
the definition of land surveying in licensure laws. There is
some concern about GPS guided construction equipment
and the role of surveyors and engineers in providing the control. Most of the concerns seem to be related to issues of liability. Two-year and four-year land survey degree programs
throughout the region are mostly healthy in terms of enrollment numbers. Iowa is in the early stages of considering a 2+2
four-year degree program.

Closing Comments

A national organization is vitally important to our profession. The surveying and mapping profession could be irrevocably damaged without a unified voice dealing with an array
of national issues. It is estimated that only about 10% of state
surveyor society members are members of NSPS. The percent
of MSPS members who belong to NSPS is nearly 20%. In
any case, a small percentage of land surveyors nationwide are
contributing to national efforts that aid everyone in the profession. We need to do better — much better. As NSPS and
state societies start exploring better partnership opportunities, please consider what you as an individual can offer. If you
are not a NSPS member, consider joining today!
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From the MSPS Executive Director
Eric P. Ewald, CAE
Winter holds a lot of activity for the
Minnesota Society. Right on the heels
of our own Annual Meeting, President
Schellack was off to represent MSPS
at neighboring state/provincial annual
meetings and Incoming President Tony
Blumentritt and I traveled with Governor John Freemyer to represent MSPS
at the ACSM/NSPS Annual Meeting.
These outreach activities are important,
as they keep us in touch with the activities and plans of “sister” organizations
and the national.
As a part of my role as Executive
Director of the Minnesota Society I attend a daylong chapter leadership meeting at the NSPS Annual Conference.
This is a meeting where staff executives of the NSPS state affiliates discuss
general association management issues
and specific opportunities/challenges of
their chapters. Each year it is rewarding to meet the individuals leading the
other state chapters and instructive to
hear from them the challenges and opportunities their societies are working
through.

This year we discussed recent
changes to the IRS form 990 (the form
nonprofits use for their tax returns),
compared and contrasted our states’
licensing and continuing education
requirements and had presentations
from NSPS leadership and staff regarding publications, state chapter relations
with the national and discussion regarding membership in NSPS. Each year I
attend this meeting, I am proud of our
Society as the fantastic work of our leadership and members makes Minnesota
stand out as a very active and vibrant
state.
This year, the Minnesota Society was
recognized at the NSPS Awards program
with an award for “Best Professional
Publication.” The award recognized the
fantastic continuing work of volunteers
who submit excellent content for the
publication and our volunteer and staff
editors, David Zenk and Laurie Pumper. Retired SCSU professor Ken Wong
was recognized with the Earle J. Fennell
award for his outstanding contributions
to his students and the profession over

the years of his career. Ken was there to
accept the award — and it was a pleasure to see him recognized with such a
prestigious award. SCSU students were
recognized during the same program for
their hard work and participation in the
annual student competition. MSPS has
a lot to be thankful for and proud of!
As we ease out of winter we can finally look ahead to warmer days, more
time outdoors — and our next Summer
Meeting, this year hosted by Chapter 3.
Please make a point to get July 23-24
on your calendar now and plan to attend. I hope to see you there.
Continued on page 10

MSPS President-Elect Tony Blumentritt and Executive Director Eric Ewald at the NSPS meetings in Salt Lake City.
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2009 ACSM/NSPS Contest and Award Results
The American Congress on Surveying & Mapping (ACSM) and the National Society of Professional Surveyors
(NSPS) is happy to announce the 2009
winners of the following awards:
2009 Excellence in Professional
Journalism Awards

Best of Show:
California Surveyor, a publication of the
California Land Surveyors Association
Best Professional Publication:
Minnesota Surveyor, a publication of
the Minnesota Society of Professional
Surveyors
Best Newsletter:
The TBM, newsletter of the New
Hampshire Land Surveyors Association
Honorable Mention:
Tennessee Surveyor, a publication of the
Tennessee Association of Professional
Surveyors

The Benchmark, a publication of the
New Hampshire Land Surveyors Association

Land Surveying, Pinedale, WY
Third Place: Randy Schrank, USDA
Forest Service, Anchorage, AK

2009 Map/Plat Awards

Subdivision Plats
First Place: Roger E. Grimsley, AE2S,
Grand Forks, ND
Second Place: Marshall W. Robinson,
Allegheny Surveys Inc., Birch River,
WV
Third Place: Henry Dingle, Jr., B.P. Barber, Columbia, SC

ALTA/ACSM Survey Maps
First Place: Ivan G. Moody, Greenhorne
& O’Mara Inc., Chantilly, VA
Second Place: John B. Guyton, Flatirons Surveys Inc., Boulder, CO
Third Place: Robert W. Telschow Jr.,
Taylor, Wiseman & Taylor, Cherry
Hill, NJ
Boundary/Cadastral Maps
First Place: Marshall W. Robinson, Allegheny Surveys Inc., Birch River, WV
Second Place: Andrew David Whitley,
Whitley Land Surveying, Madison, GA
Third Place: John B. Guyton, Flatirons
Surveys Inc., Boulder, CO
Miscellaneous Maps
First Place: John B. Guyton, Flatirons
Surveys Inc., Boulder, CO
Second Place: Skylar Wilson, Wilson

Executive Director’s Report, continued from page 9
New Members

Welcome new members approved
at the January and February Board of
Directors meetings!
Student Members:
Blaise Lodermeier
Keith Jakober
Matt Buhman
Jesse Bengtson
Jonathan Mayer
Jesrin Gaier
Technical Member:
Benjamin Butzow
Licensed Members:
Mark Hansen
10

Topographic Maps
First Place: Randy Schrank, USDA Forest Service, Anchorage, AK
Second Place: Marshall W. Robinson,
Allegheny Surveys Inc., Birch River,
WV
Third Place: Randall E. Cook, H&C
Surveyors Inc., Martinez, GA
Earle J. Fennell Award

Prof. Kenneth Wong, St. Cloud State
University
Surveying Excellence Award

Prof. Roy Frank, Southern Illinois University

Travis Shorter
Warren Delles
Jonathan Gustafson

Affiliate of the Year Award

Firm Member:
Clark Engineering Corporation

Student Project of the Year Award

Associate Members:
Ayres Associates
Bartlett and West

Land Surveyors’ Association of Washington (large state)
Joseph Gabor, Pennsylvania State University - Wilkes Barre

April 17: MSPS Spring Seminar

Awards were presented at the
ACSM Annual Conference Award Ceremony on February 21, 2009 at the Salt
Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

July 23-24: MSPS Summer Meeting,
Sponsored by Chapter 3 - Winona,
Minnesota

A special thank-you is extended to
everyone who was nominated or applied for the various ACSM and NSPS
awards.

Upcoming Events:
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MSPS Spring Workshop: GIS as an Effective Tool to
Manage Survey Data
Friday, April 17, 2009 • Mr. Rene Garcia and Robert L. Young, Presenters
DoubleTree Hotel Minneapolis Park Place, 1500 Park Place Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN
7.0 PDHs available
7:30 to 8:00 a.m.
8:00 to Noon
Noon to 1:00 p.m.
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
3:00 to 3:15 p.m.
3:13 to 4:00 p.m.

Registration and Continental
Breakfast
Workshop
Lunch (included in registration)
Workshop
Break
Workshop

GIS as an Effective Tool to Manage Survey Data will be
presented by Mr. Rene Garcia and by Mr. Robert L. Young,
LS, owners of Digital Mapping Services, LLC. Robert
Young is also the president and owner of Young and Associates Surveying and Mapping, LLC.
The fee for this full-day workshop is $130 for MSPS
individual members on or before March 28, 2009, or $145
on or after March 28. The rate for MSPS Firm members
is $117 on or before March 28, or $131 per person after March 28. The non-member fee is $195 on or before
March 28, or $215 after March 28. Government offices
with MSPS licensed member with four or more attending
(on same check/PO) may deduct 10 percent from the Firm
member rate. To do so, you must download the registration
form and send or fax in your registration.
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This will be a hands-on course; each attendee will receive
a DVD that has GIS DATA (for Hennepin County) and a free
GIS software tool, “ESRI Arc Reader,” to allow all attendees to
view and use the NGS, any other parcel or survey data, and all
sorts of useful data for the County.
Prior to plugging in the DVDs, you will hear the history
of how we learned to best utilize our GIS to manage our surveying business. GIS, Base Maps, Work flows, Importance of
using State Plane Coordinates, available resources to “enhance”
your base map, using the data to prepare jobs, perpetuation of
the work your firm does into the future. Use of aerial data and
other imagery to enhance deliverables, databases and how to
link them to the geographic data. Hyper-linking information
to your base map, and archiving data into a digital format, Database creation, maintenance, and management for increased
productivity, job racking, external data sources and how to
find and use them.
Please note that it is highly recommended, but not mandatory, to bring a laptop computer to the GIS Course.

Register today at www.mnsurveyor.com!

Minnesota Surveyor Upcoming Deadlines
Issue

Due Date

Publication

Summer 2008

May 1, 2009

June

Autumn 2009

August 1, 2009

September

November 2, 2009

December

March 1, 2010

March

Focus: TBA
Focus: TBA

Winter 2009-10
Focus: TBA

Spring 2010
Focus: TBA
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MSPS Elects New Board of Directors and
Presents Annual Awards
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors recently held its 57th
Annual Meeting in Saint Cloud. The
newly installed Board of Directors includes: President Lowell Schellack (retired Land Surveyor), Park Rapids; Past
President David Landecker of Landecker and Associates, Pequot Lakes;
President-Elect Tony Blumentritt of
Blumentritt Land Surveying, Winona; Treasurer Tom Arneson of Saint
Paul College, Brooklyn Center; Secretary Dennis Honsa of BDM Consulting Engineers and Surveyors, St. Paul;
NSPS Governor John Freemyer, Carver
County Surveyor, Chaska; Linda Brown
of Bonestroo, St. Cloud; Charles Chris-

topherson of Hakanson-Anderson Associates, Anoka; Rodney Gunderson of
MN/DOT, Duluth; Henry Nelson of
McCombs Frank Roos and Associates,
Plymouth; and Patrick Veraguth, Winona County Surveyor, Winona.
The organization also presented its
annual awards at the Annual Meeting.
Surveyor of the Year went to Ed Otto
of Otto and Associates, Buffalo. This
award is given to an active member of
MSPS for recent and significant contributions of time and talent to the benefit
of the society.

Oliver & Associates, Inc., Elk River.
This award is presented to an active
member of MSPS who has served the
society over a long period of time in a
specific capacity.
The William S. Kelley award was
presented to Janele Fowlds of Bolton
and Menk, Mankato, and Robert J.
Roberts of Robert J Roberts & Associates, Moorhead. This award is given to
MSPS Members who have contributed
greatly to the community at large.

The E.A. “Bud” Rathbun Award
of Merit went to Rick Blom of John

Above: Ed Otto (left) with son, Paul, upon
winning the Surveyor of the Year award.
Below: John Hosfield (left) presents the E.A.
“Bud” Rathbun Award to Rick Blom.

Above: The 2009 MSPS Board of Directors is installed.
From left to right: Lowell Schellack, David Landecker, Tony
Blumentritt, Linda Brown, _____, _____, Tom Arneson,
Rodney Gunderson, John Freemyer, __________.

12
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From Surveyor of the Year 2008
To the Members of MSPS:
I would like to thank everyone who had anything to do
with my selection as this year’s MSPS Surveyor or the Year.
Having chaired that committee, I know how much work goes
into the selection process. It is truly an honor.
I would also like to thank my business partners Paul,
Cara, Marty, and Wendy (who is also my partner for life) for
allowing me the time to be involved with MSPS.
This award is truly an honor, but I must say that I feel
that I have already been rewarded through the various projects I have undertaken and through the committee work that I
have done for MSPS. In every instance or project, I ultimately
received some education, gratification, or public recognition
and sometimes all three! With that in mind, I would like to

encourage and challenge all of our members to get involved
with the Society in any way that you can. I know that you will
also be rewarded.
When I looked out over the crowd at the MSPS Luncheon, I saw many fellow surveyors who are also dedicated to
MSPS. Many have given much time and talent to the society.
I saw some of the past recipients of this award and others who
have received the Kelley Award, Rathbun Award, and other
special achievements. I wonder if what I have worked on recently makes me truly deserving of this award. It is quite an
honor to be in such good company and I thank you from the
bottom of my heart.
Edward J. Otto, P.L.S.

Save the Date!
MSPS Summer Meeting
July 23-24, 2009
Winona, Minnesota
Sponsored by MSPS Chapter 3
Watch for More Details Soon!
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Photos from MSPS Annual Meeting
Nearly 500 people attended the
MSPS 57th Annual Meeting in St.
Cloud, Jan. 29-30. While not a record for
attendance, it was a very good turnout.
The evaluations from attendees painted
a picture of success. Many thanks to our
planning committee for their hard work
— and to our generous sponsors!
At right: John Freemyer provided his
NSPS Governor’s Report at the business
meeting.
Middle: Myron Landecker and his wife,
XXX, and Kimberlee and David Landecker.

Below: MSPS Past President Ed Otto congratulated this year’s scholarship winners.

14
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The latest in GNSS
technology sure looks
familiar

Introducing Leica 1200+… The only future-proof GNSS
The latest GPS receivers from Leica Geosystems continue
to be the only upgradable GNSS receivers available. When
released in 2004 Leica system 1200 receivers tracked only
GPS L1 and L2 signals. The first upgrade in 2006
allowed Leica GPS users to access the GLONASS signals and
added the hardware support for the L2C signal. Today all
Leica system 1200 users have the opportunity to once again
upgrade their receivers to the latest technology. If you don’t
use Leica GPS invest today. Thousands already have invested
in future proof GNSS technology from Leica Geosystems.
You too can be ready for productivity gains, strong growth,
dramatically reduced costs and a rapid return on investment.
With Leica 1200+ you can be certain that you’re ready for
the future.

Future-proof your business:
+

Built-in upgradability for all GNSS systems (Galileo,
GLONASS, GPS including L5 and Compass)

+

Increased accuracy and reliability with SmartTrack+
and SmartCheck+

+

100% traceability and consistency in networks with
SmartRTK+

+

Current Leica GPS1200 users can upgrade as needed
today

People you trust  Products you rely on  Service you count on

To find out how GPS1200+ can help future-proof your company, contact
Chris Rotegard at 612-385-6067 or email chris.rotegard@leicaus.com
www.leica-geosystems.us
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Free NSPS Membership?
If you received your first license to practice Land Surveying within the last
12 months and you are not a member of NSPS...
...then you are eligible to receive a free one-year NSPS Membership.

It Pays To Belong!
For details about this promotion
Contact: Trish Milburn at ACSM/NSPS Offices
trisha.milburn@acsm.net
(240) 632-9716, ext. 105

16
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Don’t Be Left Out in the Cold — Join or Renew Your
Membership in MSPS Today!

Thanks to MSPS member Pat Trottier for providing us with
Doug and Bob, the Snow Surveyors!

A Call for Papers and Presentations:
2010 MSPS Annual Meeting
The 2009 MSPS Annual Meeting was a great success. Planning for the 2010 conference has already
started. Your Annual Meeting committee would again like to tap into the expertise of all our members
and others interested in contributing to our profession. Please consider being a session speaker on an
array of topics that could include: boundary determination principles or actual projects; legal descriptions; computer aided drafting; measurement principles; technical issues; instrumentation; history; ethics; and many more. Typical sessions are 45 to 60 minutes in length. Give back to the profession by
sharing your knowledge. Take the time now to propose a topic or share your ideas for a topic.
Respond to: msps@mnsurveyor.com or MSPS, 1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252, St. Paul, MN 55114
with the subject line “2010 Annual Meeting.”
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MSPS Membership Classifications Defined
The Bylaws of MSPS define the following
membership classifications:
Licensed member: $170

Any person who is licensed as a Land Surveyor pursuant
to the laws of the State of Minnesota.
Training member: $85

Any person who has successfully passed the Fundamentals of Land Surveying Exam as issued by NCEES and is a
resident of Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota
or Wisconsin.

Honorary members:

Those members who have attained unusual professional
recognition through their contributions to the profession of
land surveying.
Life members:

Those Licensed members who have attained 62 years of
age and have retired from active practice as land surveyors
and who have paid their dues for each of nine (9) years preceding and also in the year which they attained such age if so
retired, whichever is later.
Retired members:

Any person who is Licensed and in good standing as a
Land Surveyor in any state of the United States other than
Minnesota, or in any province of Canada.

Those training or technical members who have attained
62 years of age, have retired from work and have paid dues
for each of the preceding nine (9) years and also in the year
which they attained such age if so retired, whichever is later.

Technical member: $75

Firm members:

Associate member: $80

Any person who has an active interest in land surveying
and not eligible for membership under other classifications.
Sustaining member: $310

Any individual, partnership, or corporation engaged in
the manufacture or distribution of surveying instruments
and/or equipment, or in the compilation and/or reproduction of maps, or in the performance of services for land surveyors.
Student member: $35

Any firm that has Licensed Members who are actively
engaged as consultants in the field of land surveying in Minnesota. The number of personnel is the total average of all
personnel, including principals, licensed surveyors, designers,
drafters, technicians, clerical and other employees (excluding
part-time or second employees) on the firm’s payroll for the
past calendar year. In the case of Land Surveying-Engineering firms, the prorated portion of personnel concerned with,
or in general support of the surveying function, should be
counted.

Any person who is a full-time student with an interest in
land surveying.

Advertise in the Minnesota Surveyor!
2009 ADVERTISING RATES:
1/3 page (4.5” wide x 4.75” high)............................ $113.74
1/2 page (7.5” wide x 5” high)................................. $154.88
2/3 page (4.5” wide x 10” high)............................... $199.65
Full page (7.5” wide x 10” high)............................... $290.40
Back Cover (7.5” wide x 5.25” high)........................ $199.65
SUSTAINING MEMBERS receive a 20% Discount!
Deadline for our next issue (Summer 2009):
May 1 for June publication

Contact Laurie Pumper at the MSPS Office, lauriep@ewald.
com or (651) 290-6273 for more information. Please send
ads via email, preferably in pdf format, to Laurie Pumper at
lauriep@ewald.com.
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Ohio Trig-Star Awarded Second Trig-Star Scholarship
By NSPS Trig-Star Committee
Jonathan Wilson of Jefferson,
Ohio, was selected as the second annual
winner of the Trig-Star Scholarship by
the NSPS Trig-Star Committee at their
meeting in July 2008. The amount of
the scholarship award was $5,000. Jonathan’s selection was based on recommendations, an essay, and high school
transcripts that he submitted in conjunction with his scholarship application. The scholarship is available to high
school seniors who have participated in
the Trig-Star contest at any time during
their high school career. The scholarship
was developed by the NSPS Trig-Star
Committee as a way to reward contest
participants whether they were state or
local winners or not. Another requirement is that the scholarship winner
must enroll in a surveying and mapping
curriculum at a college or university.
This provides for further promotion of
careers in surveying and mapping to
high school seniors.
Jonathan, who graduated from
Jefferson Area High School in 2008,
won first place in the State of Ohio’s

Trig-Star contest his senior year. After
winning the state contest, Jonathan received a formal statement of congratulations from the Ohio House of Representatives, under the sponsorship of
Representative Deborah Newcomb. He
was set to enroll in the Geomatics Engineering program at Ohio State University. Jonathan is proof that the Trig-Star
Program is an excellent tool to assist in
the recruiting of future surveyors.
The NSPS Trig-Star Program, which
has been in existence for more than 20
years, provides a means to promote the
surveying and mapping profession to
high school students. The program’s
purpose is to (a) promote the study
of trigonometry in high school and to
promote excellence in the subject by
honoring the individual students demonstrating superior skills; (b) acquaint
the high school trigonometry students
with the use and practical application
of trigonometry in the surveying profession; and (c) build an awareness of
surveying as a profession among high
school students with superior math

skills, and among high school counselors and math teachers. Currently, there
is active participation in the Trig-Star
contest in 33 states. As a result, thousands of high school students, counselors, and math teachers learn about
surveying and mapping as a career. The
program is currently delivered by local
sponsors who work with the various local high schools.
If you would like to participate
in the process of recruiting the future
surveyors of the next generation, you
should consider getting involved in the
NSPS Trig-Star Program. You would be
able to work with talented high school
students by administering the Trig-Star
test at local high schools, and by promoting the NSPS Trig-Star Scholarship
Award. Information about how you
might get involved in the Trig-Star Contest, and how you can provide a donation to the Trig Star Scholarship Award
can be found at http://www.nspsmo.
org/trig_star/index.shtml.

ACSM Election Results
The ACSM Tellers Committee recently counted member organization
election ballots and have published the
following results:
AAGS

President Elect: Barbara Littell
Director: Ed Carlson

CaGIS

NSPS

Vice President: Kari J. Craun

President Elect: William R. Coleman
Secretary/Treasurer: John Fenn Sr.
Area 2 Director: Lewis Conley
Area 6 Director: Charles Kutz
Area 8 Director: Henry Kuehlem

GLIS

President: Robert L. Young
Vice President: J. Peter Borbus
Treasurer: Stacey Duane Lyle
Secretary: William M. (Bill) Coleman
Directors (3): Francis W. Derby, Coleen
M. Johnson, Joshua Greenfeld
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MSPS Members: Let us know what you did to observe National Surveyors Week
in your area! We will print your stories in future issues of the Minnesota Surveyor.
If you want to plan ahead for next year, the dates are March 21-27, 2010.
22
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The Independent Meridian in Northeastern Minnesota
Rod Squires, University of Minnesota

Introduction

The Surveys

The public land survey lines spread
across Minnesota according to necessity.
First, township exteriors were run from
exteriors that had already been established so as to preserve the integrity of
a geometric net and the national system
of locational control. Then, townships
were subdivided according to the actual
or perceived value of the land to prospective landowners; those with high
value being subdivided before those
that possessed lower value.

In his annual report dated October
21, 1855, Warner Lewis, the Surveyor
General of Wisconsin and Iowa, drew
the attention of Thomas Hendricks, the
Commissioner of the General Land Office, to the area ceded by the Chippewas
two years previously in northeastern
Minnesota.6 He wrote,

The earliest surveys in the area between the St. Croix and Mississippi rivers were geographically separated from
those that had already been carried out
further to the east.1 They required that
a Third Correction Line be established
from the Fourth Principal Meridian to
the Mississippi.2 This line, run by Henry A. Wiltse in August 1847, allowed
James M. Marsh and other deputies, J.
E. Whitcher, James E. Freeman, John
M. Smith, and Theodore Conkey to establish township exteriors between the
St. Croix and Mississippi.3 In 1853, the
first surveys west of the Mississippi were
carried out, across land ceded by Dakota bands two years earlier. These surveys
required a series of guide meridians and
standard parallels be established north
of the northern boundary of Iowa and
between the Third Guide and the Mississippi.4 These lines, run by Elisha S.
Norris, allowed William A. Jones and
John Ball to run township exteriors in
southeastern Minnesota.5
Here, I report on the start of surveying in the northeastern part of Minnesota Territory, an area that was isolated
from the main body of the early surveys
and therefore required lines that would
connect future surveys with those already carried out. (Figure 1)
24

In view of the great interest manifested
in this section, not only by actual
settlers, but by people of the east, it is
necessary that provision should be made
without delay for its early survey.
.... repeated applications have been
made for these surveys, and within the
last few days I have obtained reliable
information from a gentleman direct
from the country as to the settlements
in this region, and the necessity for
immediate survey of at least a portion
of it. He informs me that from the
Knife rapids of the St. Louis river to
its mouth, and bordering the lake
shore on the north, settlements extend
almost continuously to the grand
portage at Pigeon river. As they are yet
confined principally to the lake shore
and its vicinity, I would recommend
that the line, between ranges 15 and
16, be run on a true meridian, from
the corner to townships 41 and 42 and
that it be extended for ten townships,
north of the corner to townships 46
and 47; from thence a line run due
east would intersect the lake below the
mouth of Pigeon river, and from the
lines thus established the surveys could
be closed to Lake Superior. This would,
I think, cover all settlements at present
made, and is all that, in my opinion, is
absolutely required to be done the next
season.7

At the same time, he alerted the
Commissioner to the problems of surveying in northern Minnesota, writing,
You are, without doubt, aware that
in this high northern latitude every

moment of favorable weather must be
improved in prosecuting surveys, from
the fact that little reliance can be placed
upon the needle, owing to the presence
of magnetic trap rock, so prevalent
in this section. The solar compass,
therefore is the only instrument that
can be used; and as the solar apparatus
can only be employed in bright weather,
and not then through the entire day,
at certain periods, the whole season,
which is but short at best, is greatly
reduced.8

The following year, on April 8,
1856, John M. Moore, Principal Clerk
of Surveys, wrote to Lewis, with specific
instructions for surveying in the Lake
Superior region.
As the surveys in the Lake Superior
region should be commenced at the
earliest practicable period of the coming
season, you will therefore make your
preparations accordingly for extending
a meridian line from the corner of
township 41 & 42 as far as Township
56N and from the North East corner
of township 55 & 56 respectively cause
correction parallels to be extended East
to Lake Superior — the convergency in
these high latitudes rendering two such
parallels expedient. In extending such
Meridian you will order it to be duly
offsetted from such Corner to make due
acreage allowance for convergency —
and the same also between the parallels
— and on such meridian and parallels
the proper quarter section, section, and
township corner boundaries, will of
course be duly established in the most
permanent manner.
The townships from No. 42 to the
St. Louis river, Minnesota being all
fractional, will when subdivided, be
made to close on the boundary line
between Minnesota & Wisconsin as
will also those portions of the same
fractional townships lying on the
Wisconsin side.
Continued on page 28
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The Independent Meridian in Northeastern Minnesota, continued from page 28

Figure 1. Map from the Annual Report of the Surveyor General of Minnesota, 1857
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The Independent Meridian in Northeastern Minnesota, continued from page 27
On the north shore of Lake Superior and on the left bank of
the St. Louis river, the exteriors of as many townships are to be
contracted to be surveyed as will embrace existing settlements,
and as many of the same to be subdivided, the coming season
as can be accomplished by the most active energies of your
deputies.9

A month later, on May 21, the Surveyor General awarded William A. Burt a contract to establish an Independent
Meridian, between R15 and R16W 4th Principal Meridian,
from the northeast corner of T42N to the northeast corner of
T56N, two correction lines, the 6th, running eastwards from
the Meridian to the shore of Lake Superior between T53N
and T54N and a portion of the 7th that would run eastwards
from the Meridian between T56N and T57N. He was also
contracted to establish townships on the left bank of the St.
Louis River between the Meridian, the Lake shore and the 6th
Correction. (Figure 2)
On May 26, Lewis wrote to Burt, then in Detroit,
I herewith return you one copy of your Contract and Bond
approved, with diagrams of the district assigned you, blanks for
your assistants' oaths, blank books for your field notes, and my
printed Several Instructions to deputy Surveyors. By reference
to said diagram you will perceive that you are to commence the
survey of your district at the corner to Townships No. 41 &
42 North, Rgs 15 & 16 West 4th Mer., and from thence run
an independent meridian north to the corner to towns 56 &
57 closing the frac. township lines east of you to the boundary
between Wisconsin & Minnesota, (indicated on the diagram
by a black line) (the field notes of which you will also find
enclosed) and noting your intersections with the nearest corner
thereon precisely as you would in closing to a correction line.
You are also to survey correction lines from the corner to
townships No. 53 & 54 and 56 & 57 respectively due East to
Lake Superior making the usual allowance of 3 chs. on the West
half of sec. 31 in each township to provide for convergency. Your
township lines closing to the left bank of the St. Louis river &
to Lake Superior may be run South & East where necessary.
It is expected you will make returns of the work at the earliest
practicable day, with a full report as to the character of the

Vol
149
160
161
162
165

Type of work
Meridian T42N–T52N
Exteriors
Exteriors
6th Correction
Meridian T53N–T56N
7th Correction

country, extent of settlement & c. and indicate those townships
that in your opinion should be earliest subdivided, also as to
the necessity for townshipping the tract situated between the
two correction parallels which you are to survey. If possible an
advance return of part of the work should be made, in which
event it will be necessary to forward a signature for your acct.
with directions where to send a draft.10

In addition, Lewis asked Burt to survey the boundaries to
the two Indian reservations established in the treaty of September 30, 1854, for the Fond du Lac band and the Grand
Portage band, if the "season be not too far advanced," after
finishing the lines.11
Burt seems to have completed his work in several stages. First he ran the Meridian from T41/42N R15/16W to
T52/53N R15/16W.12 He then established township exteriors between the Meridian and Lake Superior north of the
St. Louis River. Somewhat surprisingly, he ran township lines
further north than he had run the Meridian. He then ran the
Meridian six miles north, then ran the 6th Correction Line to
the Lake and then ran a township exterior to the Lake. He then
continued the Meridian northward to T56/57N R15/16W
and finally ran 24 miles of the 7th Correction Line.
The Field Notes 13

On June 14, 1856, William A. Burt started the Meridian, as instructed, from the northeast corner of T42N R16W
that lay 14.12 chains south of the St. Croix in Wisconsin,
a corner set by James E. Freeman under a contract awarded
July 9, 1849.14 Setting a meander corner, he continued across
the river at 17.71 chains "on line & set post offset 87 links
west."15 He ran the six miles northward, establishing corners
every half-mile, and set the corner to T43N R15/16W. He
then ran a line eastward, intersecting the boundary between
Wisconsin and Minnesota Territory established several years
earlier by George R Stuntz, at 27.95 chains 21.35 links south
of the 35th mile post.16

Dates
June 14-July 9, 1856
July 18-Aug 11
Aug 12-Sept 22
Sept 25-Oct 9
Sept 24-Oct 15
Oct 15-28

Continued on page 29

Comments
Termed “Independent Meridian”
Remeasurement November 1856
Additional work, October 9
Not termed Independent Meridian

Table 1 The field notes made by William A. Burt
26
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The Independent Meridian in Northeastern Minnesota, continued from page 28

Figure 3 The sequence in which Burt established
townships
Ranges 15 & 16 of Townships 42 & 43 & 44 & 45 & 46 & 47
& 48 & 49 & 50 & 51 & 52 also line between Townships 42
& 43 & 44 & 45 & 46 & 47 & 48 of Range 15.20

Figure 2. Lines to be Established Under Contract May 21,
1856

Continuing the Meridian northward, he established the
corner to T43N R15/16W and then went eastward establishing the northern exterior of T43N R15W to the Minnesota
Territory boundary, some 28.35 chains on June 18.17
Alternating between running the Meridian northward
and the township line eastward to the territorial boundary,
Burt ran the Meridian to the St. Louis River, which he intersected at 23.84 chains between sections 1 and 6 in T48.18
He continued over the River, 4.63 chains wide at that point,
setting the corner to T48/49N R16W on June 27.19 He then
merely continued the Meridian northward, since the Minnesota-Wisconsin boundary ended at the River, arriving at the
corner to T52/53N R15/16W on July 9 and signing his field
notes on July 19, 1856. In his affidavit he noted,
I have regularly surveyed and established the following line
(Independent Meridian) situated West of the Fourth Principal
Meridian in the Territory of Minnesota, Viz line between

Burt then turned his attention to establishing township
exteriors between the Meridian line he had just completed
and Lake Superior north of the St. Louis River.21 The way in
which he ran the lines is shown in Figure 3. Remember, in the
instructions from Lewis, Burt was given permission to run his
township lines south or east as necessary. He started sometime
around July 18, running the southern boundary of T48/49N
eastward, intersecting Lake Superior at 56.20 chains. He added more notes that he made in March 1857, several months
after he first established the township lines. The additional
notes, headed "Measured on the ice (emphasis in original),"
were made necessary by his subsequent work. As he noted on
the back of the additional page,
At the time of surveying the line between Township 48 and
49 North Range 15 West, Minn Terry, it was supposed the
main channel of the river was reached but in making the
survey of subdivisions of Township 48 Range 15 it was found
that the line went across a bay to a point of land extending a
considerable distance down St. Louis River. The Township line
was accordingly extended to the main channel of the river (the
foregoing field notes). 22

He then ran the township exterior between T49/50 eastwards intersecting the Lake 31.31 chains east of the corner
to T49/50N R14W on July 19, noting, "The distance from
"Rice's point" to "Minnesota point" was examined by repeated triangulation and Trigonometrical calculations."23 As he
approached the lakeshore his notes described the conditions
as "wet miry marsh, oozy and treacherous..." Interestingly, as
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The Independent Meridian in Northeastern Minnesota, continued from page 29

he intersected a Bay of the St. Louis River, he set a meander post using a Tamarac as a witness and rather imprecisely
noted its location as "E about 200 links." Again somewhat
vaguely he noted "at about 50 chains are three or four loose
miry 'Floating Islands' in and near the Town line; unfit for
cultivation."24
He then ran south to the River on July 21 and then
north the following day, ending at the corner to T50/51N
R14/15W.25 Surprisingly, he then ran a trial line westward between T50/51N R15W to the Meridian on July 24 and 25. He
wrote, "West trial line between Ts 50 and 51 N North Range
15 West and intersected Meridian line 38 links North of post
at 6 miles and 78 links. Small Tally sticks & other marks were
made & the notes afterwards recorded in the same manner as
if the line had been completely finished at the time of running
said trial line."26 He then ran northward between R14/15 setting the corner to T51/52N R14/15W on July 26. Next he
ran eastward from T50/51N R14/15W, setting the corner to
T50/51N R14/13W on July 26 and intersecting the Lake. He
then ran south establishing the line between T50N R13/14 to
Lake Superior on July 29. Then he ran north, establishing the
line T51N R13/14W and established the corner to T51/52N
R13/14W. Then he went on a trial line west to the Meridian,
setting temporary corner to T51/52N R14/15W.27 He then
ran north between R14/15W establishing corner T52/53N
R14/15W on August 7, and north between R13/14W establishing the corner T52/53N R13/14W on August 11.28
From August 12 to September 22, he continued establishing township lines as shown in Figure 3.29 In a note he
wrote,
In consequence of the Township Lines East having progressed
North of the posts on the Meridian, it was thought best to run
West & keep the work Square — or in other words run mainly
parallel to the south boundary of the Township.30

Then Burt seems to get creative, presumably in the interests of practicality. On September 24, he runs the Independent Meridian northward six miles, from the corner T52/53N
R15/16W to the corner to T53/54N R15/16W.31 The following day, he starts the 6th Correction Line from the Meridian, at the corner of T53/54 R15/16, running eastward to
Lake Superior — which he intersects on October 9, approximately 36 miles from the Meridian.32 He then runs a township line south from the 6th Correction line between R9/10
to the Lake.33 On October 12, he continues the Meridian
northward, establishing the corner to T56/57N R15/16W on
October 15.34

He finally runs the 7th Correction Line from the Meridian to the corner of T56/57N R11/12W, which he sets on
October 28.35
Correspondence

Surveyor General Lewis wrote to Burt on June 22, seemingly more concerned about whether Burt would be able to
survey the reservation boundaries as requested, although noting, presumably in response to a suggestion by Burt, who was
probably still in the field:
The object of adding 3 chains to the West half of Sec. 31 on the
correction lines is as you are aware to provided for convergency
of Meridians. Your suggestion is therefore approved.36

On August 5, 1856, Lewis was able to write to Hendricks,
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, "In compliance with your request I would report that I have contracted
for the survey of the district on the St. Louis river & lake Superior mentioned in your letter of the 8th of April last ....37
Later that month, on August 26, Lewis addressed another
letter to Burt writing,
Your letter of the 18th instant with field notes has just come to
hand. You state that "great anxiety is manifested to have certain
townships on the shore of Lake Superior and the. Louis river
surveyed." & that you designated the same in a former letter.
Said letter has never come to hand. In order however that the
wants of settlement may be accommodated I hereby authorize
you to survey and subdivide into sections such townships as in
your opinion it is most desirable to have surveyed, provided
you can do so without interference with your present district
and complete the whole by the 1st Febry. I have for the purpose
of facilitating matters forwarded blank contracts & bonds
which you can sign and forward to your friends at home for
their signatures to the Bonds and you will be pleased to instruct
them to forward to this office without delay and at the same
time you can designate the townships which you intend to
survey.38

In what would be his final annual report, dated October 13, 1856, Lewis noted that he had awarded a contract to
William Burt to establish the Meridian, Correction lines, and
other township exteriors and that the work had already been
forwarded to Washington, DC. He wrote,
In the Chippewa Cession the district of Township lines
indicated by your letter of instructions was let to Mr. William
Burt who has already executed a portion of the work which
has been forwarded for your approval. Special instructions
were also prepared for the Survey of the Indian Reservation
in the vicinity but owing to the inability of the Indian agent
Continued on page 31
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to attend to the business I fear that it will be impossible to
execute the surveys this season. I am confident however that
Mr. Burt will do all in his power to comply with the wishes of
the department.39

54 respectively. Correction lines were run east, the first named
to Lake Superior & the last to the corner of Ranges 11 & 12
(copies of the field notes of which were all forwarded to you on
the 19th inst.)

In another letter he wrote, Burt's work, "bordering the
north shore of Lake Superior, about which so much interest
has been manifested."40 He continued, "A glance at the plats
forwarded to your office is sufficient to the value of this entire
district, many townships of which are wholly claimed, and
the settlers, I am informed, have been waiting impatiently the
opening of the land office, to prove up and obtain legal possession of their claims."41

As you have been pleased to ask my views in relation to
continuing the surveys on the north shore of lake Superior, I
would state that in my opinion it would be advisable to start
another Independent Meridian at the corner to Ranges 8 & 9 ?
correction line between Town 56 & 57 (or any other township
corner further East) and run it north a sufficient distance to
cover any surveys you may desire to make, starting correction
lines as suggested by the Comms at the corner to every third
township
This is as much a continuation of the course already adopted,
and I think it will enable you better that any other to continued
the surveys in the manner you have designated.

On March 6, 1857, Lewis wrote to Hendricks:
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ult
stating that "urgent representations have been repeatedly made
to your office of the inattention on my part to the requirement
of settlers along the St. Louis river" and to your instructions of
the 8th of April last & calling my attention thereto. In reply
I assert unqualifiedly that such representations are wholly
untrue, and whoever made the same is either totally ignorant
or willfully malicious. For proof it is only necessary to state
that there is on file in this office, a contract for the subdivision
into section of 14 townships bordering the St. Lois river &
Lake Superior copy of which is enclosed) & not only has said
contract been let, but two of said townships are approved and
platted & I am daily expecting the notes of three others which
the deputy promised to have written up & forwarded some
time since and this is not all for a US deputy is now and has
been all winter on the ground, in order that not a day that was
possible to improve on the inclement season might not be taken
advantage of to accommodate the wants of settlers & further
the views expressed by your office. You are well aware of the
difficulties to be encountered in surveying the district alluded
to and also that before even the township lines could be started
a long Standard Meridian hade to be carefully established. Still
the whole district has been finished with the exception of a few
miles of the 20 parallel and you have approved & paid for the
work. All therefore of the requirements of your letter of the
8th of April last have been completed with that time & season
would permit save or the survey of the Indian Reservations
therein .... (not complete) 42

In a final piece of correspondence on June 21, 1857,
Warner Lewis, Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa in
Dubuque, wrote to Charles Emerson, newly appointed Surveyor General of Minnesota,
Your letter of 15th is received. In reply thereto I have to state
that according to the Comms instructions of the 8th of April
last (copy of which was forwarded to you on Saturday) an
Independent Meridian was started from the N.E. corner of
Town 41 Range 16 West 4th Mn and surveyed due North to
the corner of Town 56 & 57 & from the corners to Town 53 &

Any papers or information in the possession of this office that
you may wish to acquire shall be promptly furnished on your
application.43
Conclusion

The Third Correction Line allowed the surveys to begin
in the area between the St. Croix and Mississippi rivers, an
area geographically separate from other surveys in 1847. In a
similar manner, the Independent Meridian was established in
1856 to allow the public land surveys to start in northeastern
Minnesota Territory, an area that was separated from the main
body of land surveys in the Territory at that time. The instructions given to William Burt, the deputy awarded a contract
to run the line, and the field notes he kept, allow anyone to
reconstruct the way in which he carried out his work.
Notes
1

See Figure 1 Squires, Rod. "The first township exteriors in
Minnesota" Minnesota Surveyor vol.15 No.4 (Winter 20072008) p.18.

2

Ibid. At the time the surveys around the confluences of the St.
Croix, Mississippi and Minnesota rivers were separated from
the other surveys that had taken place further east in Wisconsin
Territory.

3

Ibid. Squires, Rod. "A geography of township exteriors in
Minnesota Territory, 1847-1852" Minnesota Surveyor vol.16
No.1 (Spring 2008) pp. 8-10, 27-34. Theodore Conkey also
ran the Fourth Correction line, see Dahl. John R. United
States General Land Office Historical Surveying Instructions
and their Influence on Surveys of the 3rd and 4th Correction
Lines, 4th Principal Meridian, Minnesota (Unpub. MS thesis,
St. Cloud State University, 2006).
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Squires, Rod. "Standard parallels and guide meridians
in western Minnesota" Minnesota Surveyor vol.16 No.2
(Summer, 2008) pp. 27-34; Squires, Rod "Standard parallels
and guide meridians in western Minnesota: the surveys of
Elisha S. Norris" Minnesota Surveyor vol.16 No.3 (Autumn,
2008) pp. 27-36

5

Squires, Rod "The first townships in western Minnesota
Territory" Minnesota Surveyor vol. 16 No.4 (Winter, 20082009) pp. 27-33

6

The treaty, signed at La Pointe, Wisconsin, on September 30,
1854, was ratified by the Senate January 10 1855. (10 Stat.
1109) In this treaty two reservations were established, one
for the Fond du Lac band of Chippewa and the other for the
Grand Portage band of Chippewa.

7

United States, Congress, Senate. Report of the Surveyor General
of Wisconsin and Iowa. S. Exec.Doc. 1 34th Congress 3rd
Session Serial 810 p.199. I have to presume that the Meridian
was proposed as a necessity; there were no other control lines in
the area at the time. In his annual report for the following year,
the Secretary of the Interior wrote,
instructions were promptly dispatched for surveys on the
northwest shore of Lake Superior ... Subdivisional surveys were
also ordered to meet the demands of the numerous settlers. The
extension of certain connecting lines have also been ordered for
tribal and other Indian reserves .... lying beyond the main body
of the contemplated surveys. United States, Congress, Senate.
Report of the Secretary of the Interior. S.Exec.Doc. 5 34th
Congress, 3rd Session Serial Set 875 p. 208.

8

United States, Congress, Senate, supra note 7.

9

United States, National Archives. Letters Sent by the General
Land Office to Surveyors General, 1796-1901 (M27) vol.17 p.
66.

Burt's affidavit is present in the book, the affidavits of the rest
of his crew are missing. This volume of field notes can be also be
found on the Wisconsin Public Land Survey Records web site
at http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/SurveyNotes/ but the origin
of these notes is uncertain. Combined in one volume are books
257, noted as a copy, and 258, noted as a "duplicate." Are these
copies of the notes in the Minnesota Historical Collections?
On pp. 98 & 99 of Volume 149 are notes of the last mile of
the Meridian in T50N and the first mile of T51N. I can only
assume that these notes were omitted at first and copied later.
For details of Freeman's survey, see Squires, supra note 2.
15 Vol. 149 p. 3 Why he offset the line is unknown.
16 Wisconsin Book 275 p. 26-27. The eastern boundary of
Minnesota Territory was run in 1852 by George R. Stuntz
under a contract dated March/June 1852. His field notes have
been transcribed in vol. 148 of the Minnesota field notes. The
mile posts, showing the distance south of the St. Louis River,
were established by George Stuntz as he ran the boundary
southwards. Subsequently, the township lines east of the
boundary, in Wisconsin, would be run westwards to close on
the boundary line.
17 Volume 149 p.18.
18 Ibid. p. 54 There is no mention of any offsets.
19 Ibid. p 71 The most northerly township exterior he ran
eastwards measured 34.58 chains long and intersected the
boundary line 21.46 links south of the 5th mile post on June
25. Ibid. p.62-63.
20 Wisconsin Book 275 p.101.
21 Vol 160.
22 Ibid. Addition to page 7.
23 Ibid p. 20.

10 Iowa State Archives, Land Records. Letters Sent Letterbook D,
1853-1857 pp.549-551. Note that Burt did not receive any
instructions to offset the line as Moore had directed.

24 Ibid. p. 19.

11 Ibid.

26 Ibid p. 30 Apparently he ran a trial line and then decided to use
it as the true line.

12 This line would form the eastern extern exterior of the townships
to the east and would be the line from which township exteriors
would be established westward.
13 Minnesota, Secretary of States, Land Survey Field Notes
volumes 149, 160, 161, 162, and 165 at the Minnesota
Historical Society. An electronic version of the inventory to
this collection is available at http://www.mnhs.org/library/
findaids/secst025.pdf,
14 Volume 149 carries the heading "Survey of Independent
Meridian Made by William Burt under contract dated May 21,
1856" On page 2 of the field notebook is a note. "Mr. Miller
(flagman) left my party soon after entering the same, on account
of being sick, and unable to work and a flagman being of no use
in the thick timbered country, no one has been appointed to
fill Mr. Miller's place." In his work he constantly noted that he
compared his chain with a standard chain. Interestingly, only

30

25 Ibid. p. 29.

27 In the notes are comments similar to those he made earlier, see
note 27. Reading the notes it seems obvious that the corners
called temporary, in actual fact, became permanent.
28 In the notebook Burt noted a remeasurement of the line
between T49/50N R14W from the corner to section 3, 4, 33,
34 eastward to lake in November 1856 Ibid. p. 91.
29 Vol.161.
30 Ibid p. 95.
31 Vol 165 p. 5-10.
32 Vol 162 pp. 3-38.
33 The notes for this township line appear in Vol. 161 p.97. but
commons sense suggests that Burt ran the line which was the
Continued on page 33
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only township line still to be run south of the 6th Correction
Line after he ran the Correction Line.
34 Vol 165 pp17-30. In fact the line is never referred to as
"Independent Meridian." That portion of the Meridian
forming the east exterior of T55N R16W was retraced by
George F. Hamilton under a contract dated August 18, 1880.

41 Ibid.
42 Ibid 622-623.
43 Minnesota State Archives, U.S Surveyor General. Letters Sent
Vol F p. 20.

35 Ibid pp.39-63. The Correction Line was continued to the Lake
by George E. Adair in the following year.
36 Iowa State Archives, Land Records. Letters Sent Letterbook D,
1853-1857 p.556. The letter was addressed to Burt at Superior
Wisconsin.
37 Ibid. p. 565.
38 Ibid. p. 568. I have not looked at the subdivisions made by
Burt.
39 United States, Congress, House. H.Exec.Doc.1 34th Congress,
3rd Session Serial Set 893 p. 252.
40 Iowa State Archives supra note 38 pp. 589-590.

Egan, Field and Nowak Moves
As of March 3, 2009, Egan, Field and Nowak, Inc. has
moved to a new location. The address and phone numbers
have changed, so please update your contact information:
1229 Tyler St. NE, Suite 100, Minneapolis, MN 55413.
Phone: (612) 466-3300; Fax: (612) 466-3383. If you are in
the area, the company encourages you to stop in and take a
look at the new space.
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2009 ACSM Scholarship Awards
The American Congress on Surveying & Mapping Awards
Committee has reviewed all 2009 scholarship applications
and has made the following selections:
•

Berntsen International Scholarship in Surveying Technology ($500): Jesse Phillips, Paul Smith’s College

•

AAGS Geodetic Surveying Graduate Fellowship Award
($2,000): Jong Ki Lee, Ohio State University

•

AAGS Joseph F. Dracup Scholarship Award ($2,000):
David Biswanger, California State University Fresno

•

Berntsen International Scholarship in Surveying ($1,500):
Tyler Rigazio, University of Maine

•

NSPS Scholarships (2 awards of $1,000 each): Jacob
Heck, Michigan Technological University and Joshua
Witmer, Penn State-Wilkes Barre

•

Nettie Dracup Memorial Scholarship (2 awards of
$2,000): Krystle Olson, Michigan Technological University; second award not made
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•

Schonstedt Scholarship in Surveying (2 awards of $1,500
each): Patrick VanHaverbeke, Alfred State College; and
Jeffery Swann, Idaho State University

•

ACSM Fellows Scholarship ($2,000): Serena Blackstock,
Southern Illinois University

•

Cady McDonnell Memorial Scholarship ($1,000): Tammy Kaber, New Mexico State University

•

NSPS Board of Governors Scholarship ($1,000): Joel
East, Ferris State University

•

Tri State Surveying and Photogrammetry Kris M. Kunze
Scholarship ($1,000): None Awarded

•

The Lowell H. and Dorothy Loving Undergraduate
Scholarship ($2,500): Autumn Park, Ferris State University

Scholarship awards were presented at the ACSM Annual
Conference on Feb. 21, 2009 at the Salt Palace Convention
Center in Salt Lake City, Utah. Details on 2010 scholarships
will be posted soon on the ACSM and NSPS Web sites.
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Member News
Final Point: MSPS Past President Carl Berg
By Eric Konop, LSIT, Ayres Associates
On an overcast day in November
2008, Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors (MSPS)-Arrowhead
Chapter members Chris Larson, Duane
Kyrola, Eric Konop, and Fletcher Koos
met with the family of the late Carl
Berg to commemorate his service to
MSPS. Family members present included Carl's two sons Manny Berg and
his wife Lynda, and Carl Berg Jr., and
his daughter Eileen Berg. Over the last
year, MSPS members have been placing
custom survey monuments next to the
final resting places of past MSPS presidents.
Carl Berg, MN PLS 2132, had
worked for St. Louis County as both a
highway engineer and county surveyor.
He was also self-employed, running his
own practice. After retiring in 1976, he
served as president of Minnesota Land
Surveyors Association (MLSA) in 1978.
Stories shared by the family about Carl
Sr. painted a picture of a diligent surveyor. Both sons had the opportunity

to work as crew members for Mr. Berg,
and vividly remember pulling chain
and running line. All surveyors present
could attest to the quality of Carl's work.
Manny and Carl Jr. also mentioned that
Carl left behind some old surveying
equipment, including a Gunter's chain,
theodolite, and a sextant.

bottom point of the plumb bob inscription, two separate 2-minute VRS sessions were recorded and the final position was recorded as a mean of the two
measurements. Needless to say, Carl's
sons were impressed that no chain was
involved.

To commemorate Mr. Berg, a 3"
diameter inscribed brass cap monument
set in a 8" x 30" concrete cylinder was
placed on the Northwest side of Carl
and wife Ferne's headstone at the Grand
Lake Cemetery in Twig, MN. The brass
cap was inscribed with Carl's name, license number, president number and
year served, a plumb
bob, and the phrase "Final Point." Fletcher and
Eric brought along a Leica 1200 GPS rover with
a modem to connect to
the MnDOT VRS network. Using a tripod
set up directly over the

Carl Berg’s Final Resting Spot
(WGS 84):

Latitude: 46°53'39.87224" North
Longitude: 92°22'12.25647" West
Ellipsoid Height: 1287.72 feet
Orthometric Height (GEOID 03):
1381.84 feet
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Member News
Messerli & Kramer: Two Decades of Service to MSPS

By David Landecker, MSPS President 2008
Messerli & Kramer (M&K) has represented the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors (MSPS) since 1986 —
a total of 22 regular legislative sessions, not to mention a few
special sessions. Not only does M&K represent our society
as a lobbyist firm, but it also provides us with legal advice on
many matters.
Over the years, M&K has worked on a number of critical
issues for land surveyors on behalf of MSPS such as: state and
local procurement policies and procedures; modifications to
local county survey requirements; changes to the real estate
recording and registration fees, and the uniform real property electronic recording act; use of off-highway vehicles by
land surveyors, and the Gopher
One-Call Excavation Notice
System. Additionally, they have
been actively involved with multiple state agencies where they
review and lobby on rulemaking
and state administrative matters
of interest to the land surveying
profession.
M&K has closely monitored
several high profile issues on our
behalf, including joint and several liability; certificate of merit;
expansion of sales tax on professional services; application and
enforcement of prevailing wage legislation; and real estate
changes to common interest communities.
Additional services M&K provides include monitoring and actively engaging in issues that affect our profession
through policies, rules, and legislative changes enacted by the
Minnesota Board of Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying, Landscape Architecture, Geoscience & Interior Design.
Specifically, they have worked on our behalf to ensure the
Board is adequately funded; that the fees, continuing education requirements, and civil penalties for the profession are
reasonable; and that reports, final work document proposals,
and proposals to abolish or change the Board’s structure are
consistent with the interests of the industry.
Each year they review hundreds of bills introduced at the
Legislature to determine their impact on the surveying industry and they work with the MSPS Board, Legislative Com34

mittee, and membership to then monitor and track the many
dozens of bills that are of concern to the surveying profession.
M&K also provides administrative, staffing, and legal advice
and direction on policy and legal issues for various committees and subcommittees formed by the MSPS Board on a
regular (often monthly) basis.
In almost every legislative session, we have called upon
M&K to engage in the passage of or preventing the passage
of specific legislation that affects land surveyors. Examples
of previous legislation they have worked on includes: use
of CSM, self-rule legislation, qualifications based on selection, surcharge on services provided by county recorders, title
registration for all real property, cartways and retired status
legislation. Most recently, their efforts included proposing
and passing changes to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 505, and
supporting appropriate funding levels for LMIC, Floodplain
Digital Elevation mapping, and
river basin plans and water management.
Since my involvement with
the MSPS Board in 2007, M&K
has been actively involved in the
passage of the MS Chapter 505
revisions and technical changes,
providing an advocacy role for
the prevailing wage rule change
with the Minnesota Department
of Labor and Industry, and providing legal assistance in filing
a complaint against a locating
company on behalf of MSPS.
M&K consistently monitors state legislative and constitutional officer elections and campaigns, local elections and
campaigns, and federal elections and campaigns. They also
attend hundreds of fundraisers each year on our behalf and
conduct road trips with legislators in their home districts and
discuss with them our issues for the next legislative session.
Nancy Haas and the staff at M&K know our business and
profession. They go beyond providing great service by representing MSPS as if they are one of us. I have only received the
highest accolades from committee chairs and members who
rely on M&K to assist them as they serve our society’s needs.
Two decades later, MSPS is more visible on Capitol Hill and
is given higher regard in part due to the great assistance of
Messerli & Kramer.
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Firm Member Directory
Advance Survey & Engr

Bogart Pederson & Assoc.

Bonestroo

James Parker
5300 South Hwy 101
Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 474-7964

Dennis D Pederson
13076 1st St
Becker, MN 55308
(763) 262-8822

Arro Land Surveyors, LLC

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Timothy Larson
3717 23rd St S.
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 251-4553
www.bonestroo.com

Bruce W Skipton
PO Box 7, 609 Minnesota Ave
Walker, MN 56484
(218) 547-3797
www.arrollc.com

Peter W Blethen
1960 Premier Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171
www.bolton-menk.com

W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Arro of the North, LLC

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Wallace Buckler LS

825 3rd Ave., PO Box 1271
International Falls, MN 56649
(877) 563-2776
arrollc.com

Chris Ambourn
2040 Highway 12 East
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 231-3956

Wallace F. Buckler
N. Lake Shore Dr, PO Box 144
Crosby, MN 56441
(218) 546-6375

Arro of Park Rapids, LLC

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Carlson & Carlson Inc

209 W. 2nd St., PO Box 232
Park Rapids, MN 56470
(218) 732-5772
www.arrollc.com

Joe Haefner
219 North Main Street
Fairmont, MN 56031
(507) 238-4738

Larry R Couture
8713 Dupont Ave S
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 888-2084

BDM/Consulting Engrs. & Surveyors

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.

Dennis Honsa, RLS
60 Plato Blvd East, Suite 140
St. Paul, MN 55107
(612) 548-3132
www.bdmce.com

Larry Zeig
140 First Ave N, PO Box 434
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
(507) 794-5541
www.bolton-menk.com

Dan Thurmes
200 East Chestnut St, Ste B100
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969

BDM Consulting Engrs. & Surveyors

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

11040 183rd Circle NW
Elk River, MN 55330-2846

Nat Stadler
2638 Shadow Lane, Ste 200
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 448-8838

John C Peterson, LS
1103 W Burnsville Pkwy, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 808-9500

BDM Consulting Engrs. & Surveyors

130 Roosevelt Shore Dr. NE
Outing, MN 56662
Boerhave Land Surv.

James E. Boerhave
14243 Mitoka Cir NE
Prior Lake, MN 55372
Bogart Pederson & Assoc.

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Rick Williams
12224 Nicollet Avenue
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-0509
Bolton & Menk Inc.

2077 Frontage Road North
Waite Park, MN 56387
(320) 252-0409

Craig E Johnson, L.S.
7533 Sunwood Dr, STE 206
Ramsey, MN 55303
(763) 433-2851

Bogart Pederson & Assoc.

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Lee A Brown
311 Division Street West
Maple Lake, MN 55358
(320) 963-6900

Rory Jensen
35 South Park Avenue
LeCenter, MN 56057
(507) 238-4482
www.bolton-menk.com

Woodrow A Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S. Ste 228
Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055

C.E. Coulter & Associates, Inc.

Duffy Engineering & Associates, Inc.

350 Highway 10 South
St. Cloud, MN 56304
(320) 259-1234
Egan, Field & Nowak Inc

Lee J Nord
7415 Wayzata Blvd
Minneapolis, MN 55426
(952) 546-6837
www.efnsurvey.com
Engineering Design & Surveying, Inc.

Vladimir Sivriver
6480 Wayzata Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55426
(763) 545-2800
www.edsmn.com
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Firm Member Directory
Fischer Land Surveying

I&S Engineers And Architects, Inc.

Kurth Surveying, Inc.

Daniel V Fischer
PO Box 66
Langdon, ND, 58249
(701) 256-5728

Daniel Stueber, PE, LS
1409 North Riverfront Dr
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651
www.is-ea.com

4002 Jefferson Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
(763) 788-9769

Floan-Sanders Engineering

1600 Central Ave. NE
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(218) 773-1185
Folz, Freeman, Erickson, Inc.

Timothy J Freeman
12445 55th St. N., Suite A
Lake Elmo, MN 55042
(651) 439-8833
www.ffe-inc.com

I&S Engineers And Architects, Inc.

Russ Halverson
1415 Town Square Lane
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 331-1500
www.is-ea.com
John Oliver & Assoc

Hakanson-Anderson Associates

580 Dodge Avenue
Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072

Charles Christopherson
3601 Thurston Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 427-5860
www.hakanson-anderson.com

Jones, Haugh and Smith

James R. Hill Inc

Jones, Haugh & Hosfield

Harold Peterson
2500 W Cty Rd 42, Ste 120
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-6044

John C Hosfield
415 West North Street
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-4598

James R. Hill, Inc.

Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson

11825 Flanders Cir NE
Blaine, MN 55449-7511
(763) 792-1136
www.jrhinc.com

Ross R Wamre
1505 S. 30th Ave, PO Box 96
Moorhead, MN 56560
(218) 287-0300
www.kljeng.com

Houston Engineering, Inc.

6901 E Fish Lake Rd, STE 140
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 493-4522
Houston Engineering Inc

2505 N University Dr
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5101
Howard R. Green

Todd Hendershott
6600 France Ave S., Ste 230
Edina, MN 55435
(651) 644-4389
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John H Schulte, IV
515 S Washington Ave
Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 373-4876

Lake Country Land Professionals

Charles Allen
2660A Morristown Blvd.
Faribault, MN 55021
(507) 332-7449
Land Consultants

Cedric Schutz
1123 Golfers Court SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 288-8855
Landecker & Assoc. Inc.

David S Landecker
4646 County Road 11, PO Box 120
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
(218) 568-4940
www.landecker.com
Landecker & Assoc Inc.

Terry L Freeman
Box 292
Walker, MN 56484
(866) 547-1296
Landecker & Assoc. Inc.

Jonathan J. Bunkowske
502 SE 10th Street
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
(218) 326-8047
Landform Engineering

721 Old Highway 8 NW
New Brighton, MN 55112
(651) 631-0351

Jonathan M. Pittmann
800C Butler Square, 100 N 6th St
Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 252-9070
www.landform.net

Kramer Leas Deleo, P.C.

Loucks Associates

Kemper & Assoc.

James Kramer
1120 Industrial Park Rd. SW
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 829-5333
www.kldland.com

Paul J McGinley, PLS
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505
www.loucksassociates.com

Kramer Leas Deleo, P.C.

Massey Land Surveying & Engineering

Sam DeLeo
11 North 7th Avenue Suite
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 259-1266
www.kldland.com

Richard Massey
PO Box 428
Kasson, MN 55944
(507) 634-4505
www.masseylandsurveying.com
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McCombs Frank Roos Assoc.

Northern Lights Surveying & Mapping

RLK Incorporated

11110 Industrial Circle NW, Suite E
Elk River, MN 55330

Mike Smith
1518 8th St S, Suite 2
Virginia, MN 55792
(218) 741-2575

1321 Andover Blvd Ste 114
Ham Lake, MN 55304
(763) 434-7646

Olsson Associates

John A Rengo
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200

McCombs Frank Roos Assoc

Henry D Nelson
14800 28th Ave N, Ste 140
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 476-6010 or (651) 464-3130
www.mfra.com
McGhie & Betts Inc

Mark E Severtson
1648 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 289-3919
www.mcghiebetts.com
Metro Land Surveying/Eng Co, Inc.

1639 Main St. N., Ste. 7
Pine City, MN 55063-5789
(320) 629-3267
Metro Land Surveying/Eng Co, Inc.

Ronald P Alwin
248 Apollo Dr., #100
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(763) 398-6830
Metro Land Surveying/Eng. Co. Inc.

9325 Upland Ln N, #350
Maple Grove, MN 55369-4585
(763) 428-5130
Moore Engineering

Jeffry J. Volk
1042 14th Avenue E., Suite 101
West Fargo, ND 58078
(707) 282-4692
Moore Engineering

Barton G Ahrens
318 W. Lincoln Ave
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
(218) 998-4041
www.mooreengineeringinc.com
Northern Lights Surveying & Mapping

Jeffrey Major
1007 NW 4th St
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
(218) 326-5325
www.northernlightssurveying.com

Todd Hendershott
6600 France Ave S., Ste 230
Edina, MN 55435
(952) 941-0477
www.oaconsulting.com

E.G. Rud & Sons Inc

E.G. Rud & Sons, Inc.

210 Main St.
Cold Spring, MN 56320
(320) 685-5905

Kurt Nelson, PLS
255 Hwy 7 E., Suite 2
Hutchinson, MN 55350
(651) 361-8200
www.egrud.com

O’Malley & Boe Land Surveyors

Salo Engineering, Inc.

Robert Boe
328 3rd St SW
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 235-4012

David Salo
4560 Norway Pines Place
Hermantown, MN 55811
(218) 727-8796

Otto Associates

Sathre-Bergquist Inc.

Paul E Otto, P.L.S.
9 West Division St
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727
www.ottoassociates.com

150 S. Broadway Ave.
Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000
www.sathre.com

Pellinen Land Surveying

Avery G Grochow
335 Main Avenue, PO Box 988
Gaylord, MN 55334
(507) 237-5212

O’Malley & Boe Land Surveyors

Jeff Rausch
PO Box 35
Hutchinson, MN 55350
(320) 587-4789
Rehder & Associates, Inc.

Alvin R Rehder
3440 Federal Drive, Ste 110
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 452-5051
www.rehder.com

Sibley Surveyors Inc

SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Dean Dusheck
One Carlson Pkwy, Ste 150
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010
www.srfconsulting.com
Sunde Land Surveying, LLC

Bill Horvat
303 East 19th St, P.O. Box
Hibbing, MN 55746
(218) 262-5528

Lenny F. Carlson, PLS
9001 E Bloomington Fwy, Suite #118
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-2455
www.sunde.com

RLK Incorporated

Survey & Mapping Specialists

4511 West 1st Street Suite 3
Duluth, MN 55807
(218) 720-6219

919-1/2 Second Ave N
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
(320) 255-0171

RLK Incorporated
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Ulteig Engineers

Westwood Professional Services

Widseth Smith Nolting

Walter J. Gregory
5201 E River Rd, Ste 308
Minneapolis, MN 55421
(763) 571-2500
www.ulteig.com

Scott Buscher
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-5150
www.westwoodps.com

216 South Main St
Crookston, MN 56716
(218) 281-6522
www.wsn-mn.com

Ulteig Engineers

Westwood Professional Services

Bradley Danielson
2908 South Gate Drive
Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 237-3211
www.ulteig.com

Scott Buscher
1212 Red Fox Rd.
Arden Hills, MN 55112

Charles Winden
2380 Wycliff Street, Suite
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 731-7702

Westwood Professional Services

Yaggy Colby Assoc.

Jolene Hehir
423 Laurel St
Brainerd, MN 56401-3524

Joel West
2020 Silver Bell Rd., Suite 4
Eagan, MN 55122
(351) 681-9040
www.yaggy.com

Ulteig Engineers

Dan Skinner
1041 Hawk St., PO Box 150
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-0150
(218) 847-5607
www.ulteig.com
Ulteig Engineers

Robert Kummer
4808 S. Technopolis Dr.
Sioux Falls, SD 57106
(605) 323-2306
www.ulteig.com

7804 Industrial Pk Rd/Box
Baxter, MN 56425
(218) 829-5117
www.wsn-mn.com
Widseth Smith Nolting

Westwood Professional Services

Betty McGeary
3701 12th Street N, Suite 206
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 253-9495
www.westwoodps.com
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Widseth Smith Nolting-Brainerd/Baxter

610 Fillmore St, PO Box 1028
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 762-8149

C.R. Winden & Assoc.

Yaggy Colby Assoc.

Douglas G Rude
717 3rd Ave SE
Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 288-6464
www.yaggy.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Bemidji

315 - 5th St NW, PO Box 398
Bemidji, MN 56649-0398
(218) 444-1859
www.wsn-mn.com
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Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Aero-Metric, Inc.
Bob Swanson
13400 68th Ave N
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(763) 420-9606
www.aerometric.com

Allen Precision Equipment
Jimmie Allen
1550 Boggs Road
Duluth, GA 30096
(770) 279-7171

Ayres Associates

Contractors & Surveyors
Supply
Lee Thompson
4001 Peridot Path
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 454-8185

Frontier Precision
Steve Richter
2852 7th St. N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 654-6511
Fax (320) 654-6520

Daryl Sather
9808 Robin Oak Road
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 270-3175

8039 24th Ave S
Bloomington, MN   55425
(952) 698-3077
www.frontierprecision.com

Berntsen International, Inc.

Harrison Marker Co.

Claudia Fuller
PO Box 8670
Madison, WI 53708-8670
(608) 249-8549
www.berntsen.com

Ellen Johnson
Box 66
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445

Leica Geosystems Inc
Chris Rotegard
4107 158th Street West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(651) 322-6668

Lot Surveys Company
7601 73rd Ave N
Minneapolis, MN 55428
(763) 560-3093

Mathison Company
Paul Anstett
PO Box 333
Fargo, ND 58107
(800) 437-4744

Northwest Lasers &
Instruments
Tom Hankee
2200 University Ave., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 645-3828

Leica Geosystems
Andre Ribeiro
5051 Peachtree Corners Circle, Ste 250
Norcross, GA 30092
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