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From the MSPS President
Chris Mavis

As I am writing this article, the days are getting longer
and everyone I talk to is gearing up for another very
busy year. I wish everyone a safe and productive first
quarter of 2018!

Lee Helgen, or me to find out
more information and how you
can put your knowledge to use
in guiding students.

The 66th Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Society of
Professional Surveyors was held February 14-16, 2018
at the Marriott in Brooklyn Park. It was great to find out
that we had higher than expected attendance and have
had many positive comments about session content
and the venue! A huge shout out goes to our Events
committee and Ewald Consulting for their efforts to
make it successful. It takes a tremendous amount of
work and energy throughout the year to ensure that
attendees enjoy the event.

As I mentioned at the annual
meeting, I want to challenge each and every member
to become more involved with this society at any level.
Our society is held in high regard across the nation and
this is a product of the work of our members.

Other committees have been busy working behind the
scenes for the benefit of the membership. I would like
to highlight a few recent activities.
The Public Relations Committee recently completed
two PowerPoints (one general, one student) and a
student flier as part of the PR Toolkit. The finished
product is remarkable and very easy to use and modify
to fit your presentation need. You will find the items
available for download under the Resources/Member
Resources/Public Relations tab on www.mnsurveyor.
com. We will be creating a feedback framework
on the webpage in the future. Until that goes live,
please contact Paul Vogel with your suggestions for
improvements to the content.
The Education Committee is continuing to work hard
and was recently called upon regarding the program
at SCSU. As we know, the program at SCSU has had
its struggles in the recent past. Currently, the Dean of
the program is looking for supporting letters from our
profession and others. If you feel so inclined please
write a letter of support for the program at SCSU. It
is the only four year program (with or without ABET
accreditation) in Minnesota and is a vital pathway
to licensure. Contact information and talking points
are available on our website. Additionally, the Dean
is asking for us (Land Surveyors) to consider being
part of their adjunct pool. There are currently two,
Sam DeLeo and Dennis Pederson, but the program
can always use more. Other educational institutions
are looking for additional adjuncts. There is a need at
Dakota Tech and in the Civil Engineering program at
the U of M Twin Cities as well. Contact Sam DeLeo,
4

National Surveyors week was March 18-24, 2018, and
Global Surveyors Day was March 21. MSPS secured a
proclamation from Governor Dayton and also issued a
press release. I know of several companies who picked
up the story for their corporate website and social
media feeds.
Attending Chapter meetings, seminars and
events is a great way to grow your professional
network. Consider joining, or micro-volunteering
for, a committee. We had a few people sign up for
committees at the Annual Meeting and have recently
accumulated more, but we can always use any time
and talent that you wish to volunteer.
I appreciate authors who write articles for the
Minnesota Surveyor. If you are so inclined, offer to write
an article about something you find interesting or are
passionate about. Assuredly, members will find your
article worthwhile and your writing may be the catalyst
for a new initiative. It is up to the membership to make
this society what we want today and in the future.
The MSPS Board had a planning session on March
15; we focused on identifying clear and measurable
goals that address key issues facing land surveying
and our Society. It was invigorating to be around a
board that is very engaged and cares deeply about
our profession! Expect to hear more about this and
other MSPS Board news at your Chapter meetings
where Board liaisons will be reporting out and
gathering your feedback.
I want to thank the members of MSPS for allowing
me the honor to serve as president for 2018. I will do
my best to follow in the footsteps of those who have
held this position before me. Please contact me with
concerns, comments or ideas for the future at:
Chris.Mavis@hennepin.us
Spring 2018 • www.mnsurveyor.com

From the MSPS Executive Director
Lee Helgen

Welcome to spring! I always
enjoy this time of rebirth and
renewal when the days grow
longer, and the sun shines
stronger. Spring is also a time
of transition for MSPS. At
our annual meeting, we formally installed the new
board leadership and welcomed our new board
members. Please join me in welcoming our newly
elected President Chris Mavis, President-Elect
Bryan Balcome, and Treasurer Marcus Hampton.
Also, please welcome our new board members,
Chad Conner and Preston Dowell. Again, we
extend our sincerest thanks and gratitude to Past
President Dan Skinner, and past board members
Dave Pemberton and Scott Trosen. Thank you for
your leadership and contributions to MSPS.
Building on the positive momentum over the
past year, the MSPS board set aside time to
refine our strategic focus for the year ahead. The
board reaffirmed our main priorities of legislation,
education, and public relations. MSPS will continue
to actively monitor the state legislature and any
rulemaking initiatives that may affect the surveying
profession. MSPS will remain actively engaged in
supporting students and working with our partner
institutions to ensure that we maintain educational
programming needed to strengthen the profession.
At their strategic planning retreat, the board
identified workforce development as a key priority
facing the surveying profession. The board is asking
that members consider devoting time and energy
to help with outreach to high school students and
other prospective employees to highlight surveying
as a viable career path. The board is planning to
gather information about upcoming career fairs
and community events where members can easily
connect with the workforce of the future. Stay
tuned for more information about toolkits, sample
presentations, and other resources that will be
available to assist with outreach efforts.
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After months of planning and prep work, our 66th
Annual Meeting was a great event. We were
pleased with the overall attendance, and we heard
lots of positive feedback. Even as we celebrate the
success of our annual meeting, we have already
started thinking about options for improving
programming and activities next year. Thanks again
to our conference planning committee and the
events co-chairs, Connie Villari and Preston Dowell.
You did an outstanding job, and we appreciate your
commitment and positive energy.
I am pleased to report that Minnesota Governor
Mark Dayton issued a proclamation declaring
March 18-25 as Surveyors Week in Minnesota.
MSPS distributed a press release highlighting
the governor’s proclamation to over 200
Minnesota newspaper, radio, TV and online news
organizations. As part of the effort to increase
the visibility of surveying with the public and
policymakers, MSPS set up a display in the North
Corridor of the State Capitol Building. While
National Surveyor Week is a great time to highlight
the surveying profession, it is increasingly clear
that we need a sustained year-round effort to
raise awareness and remind our communities that
licensed surveyors play a valuable role in protecting
the public.
I am looking forward to the months ahead as we
work with our committees and continue to engage
the membership. We are currently looking for
volunteers to serve on the various committees
to help with planning events, develop outreach
strategies, and strengthen member benefits.
Serving on a committee is a great way to support
the society, develop leadership, skills, and network
with your colleagues. If you want more information
about volunteer opportunities, please let me know
by sending an email to me at leeh@mnsurveyor.org
I wish you all the best.
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From the NSPS Governor
Chris Ambourn

Not withstanding some weather related travel
delays, I was able to attend the Spring NSPS
Business meeting this past February 21-22 in Las
Vegas (no, I didn’t win) in conjunction with the
Western Federation of Surveyors conference. Within
NSPS I serve on the Public Relations and Workforce
Development Committees as well as representing
all of you within the Board of Directors for NSPS. A
few highlights of the committee and board meetings
follow but please feel free to review the complete
committee reports on the NSPS website at
http://www.nsps.us.com/page/Reports.

Government Affairs – A long
list of legislative actions are
being currently monitored
or pursued by our lobbyist
and the Government
Affairs Committee including
Flood Map Improvements,
Lightsquared/Ligado GPS interference potential, 3DEP
Elevation Data Funding, Davis Bacon requirements,
and many others. Please see the very detailed report
from this committee in the reports link above.

Committee Reports

As I mentioned in my last article, the NSPS treasurer
has requested a dues increase in order to maintain
current operating expense levels and to also be able
to fund many of the initiatives that our membership
has expressed interest in. All of the state affiliates
with the exception of 3 or 4 states have agreed to
a $10 per member dues increase which brings the
NSPS per member dues to $50. The NSPS Board
postponed a vote on this increase until the Fall 2018
meeting to allow the remaining states the opportunity
to reconsider their positions and to ensure that the
$10 number is still amenable with all. It is likely that
the increase will not occur until the 2020 dues cycle
due to the many Memorandums of Understanding
(MOU) that will need to be redrafted.

Workforce Development – The Future of Surveying
Forum has completed their Marketing, PR and
Outreach report/plan and it can be found here:
http://www.nsps.us.com/page/2017Documents
Certified Survey Technician (CST) – The CST
program continues to do very well financially and
is one of the most utilized program. The committee
is in the process of reviewing all questions from all
exams and updating them to modern equipment
and procedures.
NSPS Foundation – Has given over $100,000 to 40+
applicants for disaster relief funding from the hurricanes
and wildfires last year; the foundation expects additional
applications and is still seeking donations.
NSPS Political Action Committee (PAC) – Chairman
Jon Warren has issued a challenge to all members
in helping to raise $100,000 by the end of 2018.
The NSPS PAC provides funding for initiatives
and donations which provide our lobbyist access
to legislative events and other networking
opportunities to connect with legislators. The
lobbying efforts of NSPS are in my opinion the
most valuable function of the organization and,
like it or not, the reality of Washington, DC, politics
requires these kinds of expenditures to really get the
attention of legislators. Please consider donating to
that fund by going to the following link:
http://www.nsps.us.com/donations/ and select
NSPS PAC or NSPS Jefferson Club.
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Board of Directors Actions

Student Competition

The NSPS student competition was also held during
the meeting and had a revised format which included
a field component where the teams needed to
complete a number of field tasks using only the most
basic tools and then prepare a map based on their
data. Twelve teams competed in the competition
with the 1st place awards going to Northeastern
Wisconsin Technical College from Green Bay and
Oregon Institute of Technology in the 2 year college
and 4 year college categories respectively.
As always, please contact me with any issues that
your NSPS can be of assistance with.

Spring 2018 • www.mnsurveyor.com
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Disturbances
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For more information please contact:
chris.rotegard@leicaus.com
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MSPS 66th Annual Conference Highlights

Incoming President Chris Mavis recognizes
Past President Dan Stueber for his outstanding service

Attendees at the 66th Annual Conference

William Clark (Don Borcherding) of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
(1804 to 1806) shares a few stories with MSPS membership

Past President Dan Stueber passing the gavel to
Incoming President Chris Mavis

2017 Awards

The William S. Kelly Jr.,
Community Service Award
— Rodney Eldevik
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The E.A. Bud Rathbun
Award for Merit
— Eric Fuller

2017 Surveyor of the Year
—Connie Villari
Spring 2018 • www.mnsurveyor.com

2017 MSPS Scholarship Recipients

2017 MLS Foundation Scholarship Awardees

Andrew Schmaltz, Vermilion — $1,400.00
Emmaline Stafki, SCTCC — $1,500.00
Maxwell Watercott, SCTCC — $1,600.00
Jake Meyer, Lake Superior — $1,800.00
Tyler Elness, SCTCC — $1,900.00
Logan Kisgen, MSUM — $2,100.00

Dr. Robert Bixby Memorial Scholarship
Andres Brown, SCSU Graduate — $1,500.00
Fred Myers Geodimeter Memorial Scholarship
Tyler Pogreba, SCSU — $2,500.00
Peter Blethen Memorial Scholarship
Jeremy Groskreutz, South Central — $2,100.00
Theodore Kemna Memorial Scholarship
Alec Strandberg, SCTCC — $2,000.00

Justin Chromy, SCSU — $2,100.00

Frontier Precision, Inc. Scholarship
Leo VanBeck, SCTCC — $2,200.00

Aaron Boock, SCSU — $2,300.00

Lavayne Dupslaff Memorial Scholarship
Madleine Vorlicek, SCTCC — $1,700.00

Spring 2018 • www.mnsurveyor.com
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The Nichols Map and the Location of the Town of St. Paul
Rod Squires, Department of Geography, Environment and Society, University of Minnesota
Prologue
This article addresses two deficiencies in my
previous article describing the early growth of St.
Paul, the first municipality to be established in the
Minnesota Territory.1 First, I assumed that the map
of St. Paul compiled by George C. Nichols was
published in 1851 – as one advertisement stated
– despite evidence to the contrary. The Library
of Congress dated a copy of the same map in its
holdings several years later. More importantly, and
perhaps most obviously, the map shows additions
recorded after 1851. Second, I stated in my article
that the two subdivisions comprising the initial town
of St. Paul did not include any locational information
without suggesting how, then, Nichols could show
their locations. These two deficiencies have been
bugging me since I wrote the article.

Introduction
In the act establishing the Minnesota Territory,
on March 3, 1849, Congress stated, “That the
legislative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota
shall hold its first session at Saint Paul.”2 At that
time, St. Paul was merely a settlement consisting of
about a dozen buildings and about 150 inhabitants,
without any jurisdiction.3 It could have been called
a town site because some portion of the settlement
had been platted two years earlier.4
On November 1, 1849, the Territorial Legislative
Assembly incorporated the “Town of St. Paul, in the
county of Ramsey.”5 The Act authorized eligible males
residing in an area described “in the original plat of
said town made by Ira Brunson, together with Irvine
and Rice’s addition” to elect a government that would
be responsible “for the good order and government”
in the town.6 Why would the legislature make the
jurisdiction coincidental with two subdivisions? Isaac
Higbee had shown the existence of “St. Paul” in
section 6 of fractional Township 28 North Range 22
West in his sketch of the subdivision lines he ran.7 In
addition, the township plat, approved by Surveyor
General George Jones, showed “Saint Paul,” and the
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land included in the two platted subdivisions sold at
a public auction in “legal subdivisions” the previous
year.8 Thus, the Territorial Assembly could have
defined the municipality using the rectangular survey
corners and lines.
But, more importantly, where were these two
subdivisions located? Neither plats, the “City of Saint
Paul Capital of Minnesota,” made by Ira Brunson and
recorded on February 28, 1849, nor the adjoining
plat, “Rice and Irvine’s Addition to the Town of St.
Paul,” made by Benjamin Brunson and recorded on
May 16, 1849, contained any locational information.9
The answer lies in Nichols’ map that shows several
plats that used the corners established by the United
States deputies James Marsh and Isaac Higbee in
their descriptions. This enabled Nichols, who was a
surveyor, to place those appropriately on the map and
to fit in (“rubber sheet”) the other subdivisions without
legal descriptions.

The Nichols Map
Advertised as “The first printed map of St Paul,
Minnesota,” was the MAP OF THE CITY OF SAINT
PAUL CAPITAL OF MINNESOTA compiled by
GEORGE C. NICHOLS. The map was noted on one
rare map site as 1851 and Fletcher Williams wrote
“Geo. C. Nichols, surveyor, has made a splendid
and accurate map of the city of Saint. Paul, with its
additions, which are 15 in number (Democrat, Sept
30)” and noted, “This map was advertised as the first
map of Saint Paul published.”10 The map does not
show a printed date although two handwritten dates
along with several other penciled notes are visible.
(Fig. 1) One of those dates, at the bottom of the
map along with an affixed certificate containing the
same date, is 1851. The second date, 1854 or 1864,
appears just under the name of the compiler at the
top of the map. (Fig. 2) Unfortunately, the date has
been partially obscured by the crease. The Library of
Congress shows the same map with no printed date
and no penciled notations, and assigns a date of
1860 to it.11
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Figure 1

So, when was the map made — 1851, 1854, 1860,
or 1864? The map depicts subdivisions that were
recorded 1849-1853, so clearly it was published
after 1851. However, it does not show the numerous
subdivisions that had been recorded by 1860 let
alone 1864. The most recent subdivision shown is
“Irvine’s Enlargement of Rice and Irvine’s Addition
to Saint Paul Blocks 68, 69, 70,” which plat was
recorded on June 5, 1853.12
The map does not show either the “Warren &
Winslow’s Addition,” which plat was recorded on
October 26, 1853 or “Lower St. Paul,” recorded
December 3, 1853. My best guess is that the map
was published in 1854 using data that existed in
June-October 1853, which would mean that the date
shown in Figure 2 is 1854 not 1864.13 The problem
with my hypothesis is that Nichols apparently died
on April 8, 1853 at the age of 26.14

And So ….

Figure 2

Nichols’ map shows three subdivisions that had
been recorded before the Territorial Assembly had
begun its first session, all of which could have
been included in the town boundaries but were
not. The first plat, “Whitney & Smith’s Addition to
St Paul” was recorded on June 24.15 Like the two
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earlier plats, this contains no locational information.
However, the next two plats to be recorded,
both made by W.R. Marshall for Samuel Leech,
make reference to the corners established in the
rectangular surveys.16 (Fig. 3) “Leach’s Addition to
St. Paul” covered 40 acres, “the South East quarter
of the south east quarter of Section No. one (1)
of Township No. twenty eight (28) North, Range
twenty-three (23) West.” On the plat is an affidavit
from the surveyor, “The North west corner of Block
No. 2 in the above addition at which point a stone
was planted, is East 33 links and South 90 links
from the center of the above described Section No.
one.”17 “Leech’s Addition of Outlots to the Town
of St. Paul Minnesota Territory” covered 40 acres,
“the North West quarter of the South East quarter
of Section No. one (1) Township No. twenty-eight
(28) north of Range No. twenty-three (23) west.” The
plat contains an affidavit from Marshall, “The North
west corner of Block No. 2 in the above addition,
at which point a stone was planted, is East 33 links
and South 90 links from the center of the above
described Section.”18
On March 3, 1851, the Territorial Assembly extended
St. Paul’s corporate limits to include four additions
to the Town of St. Paul, three of which were platted
by Benjamin Brunson; Whitney and Smith, recorded
July 24, 1849; Bazille & Guerin Addition to St. Paul,
recorded on November 7, 1850; and Roberts and
Randall’s Addition to St. Paul, interestingly not
recorded until December 7, 1852, several months
after being included in the town.19 The surveyor of
the fourth plat to be included in the town, Hoyt’s
Outlots, recorded on October 20, 1852 – also
several months after the town boundaries were
altered – is not known. None of these additions
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possessed what we might call adequate legal
However ….
descriptions. Surprisingly, neither additions made by
Marshall were included in the town. The town was
Several plats provide evidence that the surveyors
also expanded to the east, to include
were aware of the existence of the rectangular
grid but do not lay out the streets, block and lots,
that part of the south east quarter of section thirtyaccording to it but merely continue the orientation
one, east of Hoyt’s addition, and Whitney and Smith’s
of the earlier subdivisions, at right angles to
addition, and the south west quarter of section thirtythe Mississippi and configured to the existing
two, in township No. twenty-nine, north of range No.
twenty-two west, and lot No. one, in section No. five, topography. The plat of Irvine’s Enlargement of Rice
in township twenty-eight west, range twenty-two,
& Irvine’s Addition to Saint Paul made by John T.
west of the Fourth principal meridian.”20
Halsted and recorded on July 19, 1851, shows the
north exterior of T.28N R23W and the corner to four
The first plat to be recorded following the changes
townships—but his plat does not conform to the
in the municipal boundary was that of Patterson’s
rectangular grid. The plat of Kittson’s Addition made
Addition to Saint Paul made by J C Nichols himself. by Ben Brunson and recorded on May 2, 1852,
(Fig. 3) Although he made no mention of the ¼
contains the following note, “Kittson’s Addition is
section post Nichols must surely have found, and
located on the NE corner of the SE qr of Section
used, the monument at the intersection of Grove
No.31, the SW qr of Sec No.32, Township No. 29
Street and Stillwater Street, now Ramsey County
N and part of Lot No. 1 of Sec. No. 5 T 28 N all in
monument 568.21 (Fig. 4)
Range 22W.” However, like Irvine’s Enlargement,
the plat does not conform to the grid. The plat of
The next plat, of Winslow’s Addition to St. Paul,
Hoyt’s Outlot made by John Halsted, who was a
surveyed by Benjamin Brunson, is described as
Civil Engineer, and recorded on October 20, 1852,
follows, “Situate on the South West quarter of the
describes the area as “NW ¼ of Section 29 and
South East quarter of Section No. 1 T 28 N Range
the SE ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 30 of Township
23 W 4th prin Meridian.”22 (Fig. 3) A portion of this
29 North Range 23 West of 4th Principal Meridian.”
addition, “ten acres … in the South West ¼ of the
Again the layout of the streets, block and lots does
South East ¼ of the South West ¼ of Section No. 1 not conform to the rectangular grid.
Town 28N. of Range No. 23W 4th principal Meridian”
was subsequently platted as Wille’s Addition to Saint
Paul. The surveyor (B. B. Ford) set a post at the
southwest corner of the addition as required by law
– at the intersection of St. Clair St. and Huron St.
No.

Subdivision Name

Recorded23

Surveyor

1

Leeche’s Addition
of Outlots to the
Town of St. Paul,
Minnesota Territory

Aug. 16,1849

W. R.
Marshall

2

Leach’s Addition to
St. Paul

Aug. 22,1849

W. R.
Marshall

3

Winslow’s Addition
to Saint Paul

Oct. 20,1851

Ben.
Brunson

4

Paterson’s Addition
to Saint Paul

Aug 1,1851

Geo.
Nichols

5

Willes’ Addition To
Saint Paul

No plat

B. B.
Ford

6

Baker

Figure 3. Subdivisions shown on Nichols Map using corner monuments
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View the image in full size on page 14.
Figure 4. Nichols’ Map from the Library of Congress collections with
the section corners he included and the modern Ramsey County
monument designation

Conclusion
The “first map of St. Paul,” published in 1854,
shows the location of the town of St. Paul and its
earliest subdivisions, some of which continue the
existing pattern of growth and some of which show
what would come later, when the streets, blocks,
and lots would be platted using the rectangular
Spring 2018 • www.mnsurveyor.com

surveys monuments and lines. At that time there
was considerable sentiment to continuing the
early pattern. Williams, reflecting on the editorials
written by James Goodhue, who published the
first newspaper in the Minnesota Territory – The
Minnesota Pioneer – noted,
Had his advice been followed, we would have had a
boulevard along the river bluff, for one thing. The streets
of additions would have corresponded with those of
Saint Paul Proper, instead of presenting the confused
maze of angles and crooks our city map now shows—a
perpetual misery inflicted on posterity.24

End Notes
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4.
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Minnesota Historical Society, Vol. IV (1876) p. 224.
Typically, such settlements were called “towns” or
“villages” but neither the area nor its occupants
possessed any legal powers. The plat was made in 1847,
before the land had been surveyed by the United States
government, at the behest of several individuals claiming
ownership of the parcels on which they had settled.
Minnesota Laws, 1849 c.40.
Id.
BLM v. I4165 88. Digital images of all the deputies’
field notes can be found online at Bureau of Land
Management. General Land Office Records http://www.
glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx accessed Nov. 17, 2016.
“Legal subdivisions” were those parcels defined on the
township plat. The land in lots 1 & 2 in section 6 – on which
the two subdivisions were located – and lot 1 in section 5,
where the town subsequently spread, were acquired by
Louis Roberts by patent dated January 6, 1849.
The eastern edge of the Rice and Irvine’s plat was the
western edge of St. Peter St. Both plats were recorded
in St. Croix Falls, the county seat of St. Croix County.
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10. I gave more details of the map in a postscript to the article
cited in endnote 1. The map site is http://bostonraremaps.
com/inventory/the-first-printed-map-of-st-paul-minnesota/.
The quote can be found in Williams, J Fletcher. A History of
the City of St Pal, and of the County of Ramsey, Minnesota
Collections of the Minnesota Historical Society Vol. IV
(1876) 316. “Never was a city laid out so badly as Saint
Paul. The plat looks as if some accident had knocked all the
streets into pi. Measures should be taken immediately to
straighten them.”
11. Map of the city of Saint Paul, capital of Minnesota
compiled by George C. Nichols. (St. Paul. Truman M.
Smith’s Collecting & General Agency Office (1860) online
at https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4144s.fi000078/.
12. This subdivision, unfortunately, was numbered 17 on fig
7 and 16 on fig 8 in my earlier article.
13. There were some plats recorded before 1854 that Nichols’
map does not show; Brunson’s Addition to St. Paul,
recorded July 15, 1852; Bass Addition of Out Lots, recorded
September 23, 1852; and Dayton’s Addition, recorded
December 23, 1853. There may well have been more.
14. Williams, J Fletcher, supra note 10 316.
15. Blocks 13-15, not divided into lots on the plat, were
subsequently “lotted” by C.B Ford, City Surveyor. There’s
no recording date for either of the plats.
16. Marshall served as governor of the state 1866-1870, after
which he was employed as a deputy surveyor. Whether
he was related to Joseph M. Marshall (who surveyed a
number of islands in the Mississippi in the 1850s) is not
known.
17. This was the first recorded plat that described where
the surveyor placed a stone as required by law, see The
Revised Statutes of the Territory of Minnesota 1851 c.31
section 3.
18. Note written on Lots 1 and 2 plat “See correct map of
this addition in Book G of Town Plats page 1”.
19. Minnesota Laws 1851 c .15.
20. Ibid.
21. Stillwater Street does not exist.
22. The plat comprises two parts. The relationship between
them is not known.
23. Dates, taken from information provided by Sam Gibson, the
St. Paul city surveyor, may not be the date when the plats
were actually recorded at the Register of Deeds Office.
24. Williams, J Fletcher, supra note 10 314.
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Legislation

MSPS Member Benefit

MSPS retains a lobbyist to monitor Minnesota legislative activity and disseminate information to members.
MSPS represents the legal interests of Minnesota surveyors before the state legislature, state agencies,
and the licensing board. The American Congress on Surveying & Mapping (ACSM) is your representative for
legislation at the national level.

Governor Dayton Proclaims March 18-24 Surveyors Week
Gov. Dayton proclaims March 18-24 as Surveyors
Week in recognition of surveyors’ historic and
current role in advancing Minnesota, including how
they impact citizens dozens of times each day.
Every Minnesotan comes into contact with the work
of professional surveyors dozens of times each
day, whether it’s in their homes, on the roads they
drive, the bridges they cross and much more. In
recognition of “the important work they do for our
communities and state,” Gov. Mark Dayton has
proclaimed March 18-24, 2018, as Surveyors Week
in Minnesota.

to measure and map boundaries for property,
engineering, architecture, mapmaking, construction
and other needs.
“We appreciate Gov. Dayton drawing attention to the
important work of professional surveyors this week,
because surveyors ensure the accuracy of property
boundaries, construction projects, mapmaking
and much more,” said Chris Mavis, President of
the Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors
(MSPS). “Whether you realize it or not, your life
is positively affected every day by the expertise,
dedication and skills of a professional surveyor.”

“Today, surveying is utilized in engineering, aircraft
navigation, and mapping and charting,” Gov.
Dayton said in his written proclamation. “Minnesota
appreciates the historical contributions of surveyors
and the new technologies that are constantly
changing this profession.”

View the full proclamation from Gov. Mark Dayton on
page 17.

Those new technologies include GPS, 3D laser
scanning, robotic total stations, drones, digital
photography and other equipment used by more
than 500 licensed surveyors across Minnesota

For additional information, contact MSPS President
Chris Mavis at 952-941-3491.
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Additional information about surveying, including careers,
can be found at www.mnsurveyor.com, or by calling the
MSPS office toll-free at 800-890-LAND (5263).
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MSPS Members: Get Recognized for
and Share Your Work on Projects!
MSPS will recognize interesting and outstanding work by our members via a special section in
the Minnesota Surveyor magazine! We’re looking for projects that presented challenges requiring
creative solutions, unique projects, big projects, weird projects, etc. Simply write up a description
of the project including the basics of the project, some description of what made it unique and any
particular surveying techniques that you employed. Include photos and any other documents that
help tell the story. Send submissions to Staff Editor Laurie Pumper at lauriep@mnsurveyor.com.

The deadline for the Summer 2018 issue is June 1, 2018.
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Legislative Miscues - Part 1
John E. Freemyer, LS

Most of us know about the checks and balances
of American government in which the U.S. and
State Constitution guarantee that each branch
of government (executive, legislative, judicial)
has some measure of influence over the other
branches and may choose to block procedures
of other branches. The state legislative branch
enacts laws that are subsequently signed into law
or vetoed by the governor. Occasionally a court of
law may determine that certain laws enacted by the
legislature and signed by the governor are in conflict
with the U.S. or State Constitution, or other laws.
These conflicts are often discovered when courts
are deciding a specific case impacted by such a
law. In such cases, a court may decide that the law
is either “unconstitutional” or “inoperative.”
Over the years, the Minnesota Supreme Court
has declared several state laws dealing with land
boundaries to be either unconstitutional or inoperative.
In a short series of articles, I will present Minnesota
case law in which the State Supreme Court effectively
invalidated acts of the legislature dealing with land
boundaries, and offer some commentary as to how
surveyors may have been impacted.

The Case: Chan v. Brandt, 45 Minn. 93, 47
N.W. 461 (1890)
This case dealt with a dispute over the proper
manner in establishing the east to west quarter
line in Section 31, Township 127, Range 28, Fifth
Principle Meridian. The government plat shows
the position of the west quarter corner of Section
31, T. 127N, R. 28W in one position controlled by
the witness corner, but the government plat for
Township 127N, Range 29N shows the position
of the east quarter corner of Section 36 to be in
a different position. The court decided: “We do
not see that it is material that in the survey of
the adjacent township the description calls for
a different location of the quarter corner in the
adjacent section. The survey of each section must
stand upon its own record.”
The appellant’s counsel apparently also presented
an argument about the proper method to establish
the east to west quarter line in Section 31, T. 127N,
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R. 28W, citing Minnesota General Statutes of 1883,
Chapter 8, § 235. That section states:
Rules for subdividing section. Whenever a surveyor is
required to make a subdivision of a section as established by the United States survey, he shall proceed
as follows: Whether the section is fractional or not,
excepting on the northern and western tier of sections of those townships whose northern boundary
is a standard parallel or correction line hereinafter
provided for, commencing at either quarter-section
corner of the section, he shall run direct lines to the
opposite quarter-section corner of the section, and,
at the intersection of said lines, he shall establish a
common centre therefore, at which a post marked
“1/4 S,” on opposite sides, with a suitable instrument,
shall be firmly fixed and driven into the ground; and if
practicable, two bearing trees shall be marked in the
same manner, and in all sections on the northern and
western boundary lines of townships, the surveyor, in
making a subdivision of each sections, shall commence at the quarter-section corner on the south or
east boundary of the section, (as the case may be,)
and run to a point intersecting a direct (right angle)
line running from the quarter-section corners east and
west, or north and south, at a point equidistant from
the said quarter-section corners; and at said point of
intersection he shall establish a post for a common
centre, as hereinbefore provided for; and from said
common centre he shall continue the line northerly or
westerly, in a direct line, to the quarter section corner
on the north or west section line, (as the case may
be.) In those townships whose northern boundary is a
standard parallel or correction line, but upon which no
quarter-section posts are established for the sections
adjoining it on the south by the United States surveyors, the county surveyor, whenever required to subdivide such sections, shall establish a quarter post on
such standard parallel or correction line, equidistant
from the section posts established at the intersection
of the parallel by the section lines south; each quarter post to be marked only on the side facing south,
and (when practicable) two bearing trees south of
such line marked, and their course and distance from
such quarter post duly noted; the subdivision of such
sections may then be proceeded with as hereinbefore
directed. (As amended 1875, c. 31 § 1.)

In response to this statute being brought to its
attention, the court stated: “The state statute
(Gen. St. c. 8, § 235) is inoperative when it comes
in conflict with the rules established by the acts
of congress for subdividing sections. And when
lines can be run and established in conformity with
the government survey, as ascertained by fixed
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monuments, corners, and distances, they control, and
the rights of parties who purchase according to the
government survey cannot be affected by the act of
the legislature.”
The convoluted language in that chapter of the state
statues was originally enacted by the legislature and
signed by the governor in 1875. It is unlikely that any
member of the House of Representatives or Senate
could have possibly drafted that language, unless such
a person had an extensive background in surveying
or was being lobbied by surveyors. Nevertheless, the
State Supreme Court recognized the law was in direct
conflict with a law enacted by the U.S. Congress. That
federal law, 43 U.S.C. 752, states in part:
Boundaries and contents of public lands, how ascertained.
The boundaries and contents of the several sections,
half sections, and quarter-sections of the public lands
shall be ascertained in conformity with the following
principles:
“(T)he boundary lines which have not been actually
run and marked shall be ascertained, by running
straight lines from the established corners to the
opposite corresponding corners; but in those portions
of the fractional townships where no such opposite
corresponding corners have been or can be fixed, the
boundary lines shall be ascertained by running from the
established corners due north and south or east and
west lines, as the case may be, to the watercourse,
Indian boundary line, or other external boundary of
such fractional township.” (Derived from Act of Feb. 11,
1805, Chapter 14, Section. 2)

The fundamental issue here is the state legislature
should not have enacted a law that would have
the effect of superseding a long-standing federal
law. Legislators may have been guided by one or
more well-meaning surveyors to clarify a federal law
possibly seen as too broad. The beauty of the U.S.
Congressional Act of Feb. 11, 1805, dealing with
methods of surveying the public domain was the wide
latitude of some of the language. It would have been
impossible for them to try writing a law to fit every
scenario. They had the U.S. General Land Office that
was capable of dealing with details.
In Minnesota Statutes of 1894, §834, the language for
subdividing sections remained the same, but at the
bottom of the paragraph this statement was added.
“This section is inoperative when it comes in conflict
with the rules established by acts of congress for
subdividing sections. Chan v. Brandt...” In 1903, the
state legislature enacted a session law stating in part,
sections shall be subdivided according to the rules of
20

the general land office of the United States, in its
printed circular entitled, “Restoration of lost and
obliterated corners and subdivision of sections”
dated March 14, 1901, and approved the same
date by the secretary of the interior. Still adding
an element of ambiguity the legislature added this
phrase: “(said rules being in accord with the laws
of Minnesota but more specific in language).”
(General Laws of Minn. 1903, §51)
In Minnesota Statutes of 1905, §578, the Revisor
of statutes used language similar to current law
in §389.04, stating in part that when subdividing
sections, “the surveyor shall follow the rules
established by or pursuant to acts of Congress...”
The ambiguous state law dealing with section
subdivision existed for 15 years and could easily
be interpreted as different than the federal law.
How did that potentially impact surveyors during
that 15 year period and surveyors since that time?
I don’t have a license to practice law, but I offer
these thoughts.
•

•

•

In 1805, U.S. Congress defined the methods
for subdividing sections in the public domain
states. That method cannot be superseded by
a state legislature or an incorrect instruction
issued by a federal or state official.
Some early generations of surveyors
subdivided sections in good faith using
incorrect instructions, and the accuracy
standards were obviously different. When those
lines and corners can be properly retraced,
surveyors need to recognize they may have
ripened into property boundaries. A great deal
of discretion should be used before calling
boundary corners and lines significantly
different than those of the aliquot parts and
government lots as defined by federal law, one
and the same.
Surveyors can and should offer opinions about
boundaries that may be significantly different
than described section subdivision lines and
corners, but recognize that those opinions are
non-binding on all impacted parties.

In part 2, I will write about an early section corner
remonumention effort that was supported by
surveyors, passed into law by the legislature
and governor in 1895, but ultimately declared
unconstitutional by the State Supreme Court the
following year. That is an interesting but little-known
part of our history.
Spring 2018 • www.mnsurveyor.com

Peter W. Blethen, LS, Memorial Scholarship
The Minnesota
Land Surveyors
Foundation
is accepting
donations to the
Blethen Memorial
Scholarship
in memory of
long-time MSPS
member Peter W.
Blethen.
Peter was a graduate of the University of
Colorado, Boulder; he was a dedicated employee
of Bolton & Menk, Inc., for more than 31 years
until his retirement in 2014. Peter passed away
in January 2016 following a courageous battle
with cancer. He was a Registered Land Surveyor
in both Minnesota and Iowa. Peter worked very
hard in advancing survey technology within
Bolton & Menk as well as in the surveying
industry. In addition to his MSPS membership,
Peter served in multiple capacities within the
society — including as chapter secretary, chapter

vice president, chapter president, MSPS board
member, secretary and president. Peter was
recognized as MSPS Surveyor of the Year in
2006 for his contributions to the land surveying
profession in Minnesota.
Throughout Peter’s career, he supported the work
of the MLS Foundation. He believed there was no
better way to promote the surveying profession
than to support surveying students in their
education. In 2002, he was the first owner of the
prestigious MSPS Traveling Bearing Tree Trophy.
Further demonstrating his strong belief in
surveying education, Peter served on the South
Central College Civil Engineering Technology
Advisory Committee and on the MnDOT Survey
Technical Workshop Committee.
The Foundation is working with Peter’s family
to determine the criteria for the Blethen
Memorial Scholarship. In the meantime, we
encourage members to make a donation to the
scholarship fund.

Yes, I wish to donate to the Peter W. Blethen Memorial Scholarship
Donor Information:

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _______________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Send checks and/or correspondence to:
MLS Foundation
c/o Dennis J. Purcell, PLS
1399 Wood Duck Trail
Shakopee, MN 55379-9430
dpurcell20@hotmail.com
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Make checks payable to: MLS Foundation
Please note that your donation is for the Blethen
Memorial Scholarship.
The Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation is a
501(c)3 nonprofit corporation. A tax deduction receipt
will be provided to each donor.
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MSPS Chapter One – 16th Annual TrigStar Program
The TrigStar program is an annual competition that
recognizes the best students of trigonometry from
high schools throughout Minnesota. The Minnesota
Society of Professional Surveyors (MSPS), Chapter
One, sponsored another successful TrigStar program
in 2018! The event was held on Friday, March 9 on
the South Central College Campus - Mankato. The
program consisted of a 1-hour written exam, followed
by small group presentations on land surveying and
an awards ceremony. One hundred fifty students from
eight different high schools participated in the event:
(1) Fairmont, (2) Lake Crystal Wellcome Memorial, (3)
Mankato West, (4) New Richland-Hartland-EllendaleGeneva NRHEG, (5) Nicollet, (6) Sleepy Eye St.
Mary’s High School, (7) United South Central and (8)
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown.
Students received a Certificate of Participation, a
mechanical pencil and a 2018 Trig Star T-shirt.
For a list of winners and photos, please visit the MSPS
page at: mnsurveyor.com/page/2018_trigstar.
We would like to acknowledge and thank this year’s
sponsors. Together we raised $1,700 for the 2018
TrigStar event.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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MSPS State Organization
South Central College
Bolton & Menk
JR Nelson
Southern Minnesota Construction Company
Dirt Merchant, Inc.
Sibley Surveyors Inc.
WEB Construction Company, Inc.

Companies providing Volunteers day of Event!
• ISG
• Bolton & Menk, Inc.
• MnDOT
• Scott & Carver County
We would also like to thank all of the students and
their teachers for participating in the 2018 TrigStar
program. We hope to see everybody at the 2019
TrigStar program set for Friday, March 8, 2019!
Thanks again,
Janele Fowlds
MSPS Chapter One Secretary/Treasurer
janelefo@bolton-menk.com
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Frontier Precision Opens Office in Honolulu
Frontier Precision, a U.S. based geospatial technology
company, announced the opening of an office and
service center in Honolulu, Hawaii. The facility, located
at 2144 Auiki Street, will provide the company’s full line
of industry-leading products and services including
training courses plus a full equipment repair service for
the Hawaii Pacific Market.
“We are looking forward to serving the mapping,
surveying, engineering, construction and natural
resource professionals on the Hawaiian Islands,” said
Dennis Kemmesat, president and CEO of Frontier
Precision. “We are one of the world’s largest Trimble
dealers and for the past 30 years we have been
delivering solutions to our customers through the
latest advancements in geospatial technology, training,
professional service and repair.”
Though best known for GNSS technology, Trimble
integrates a wide range of positioning technologies
including GNSS, laser, optical and inertial technologies
with application software, wireless communications,
and services to provide complete commercial
solutions. These integrated solutions allow customers
to collect, manage and analyze complex information
faster and easier.
“We are bringing a new measure of excellence to
the Hawaiian Islands,” said Brennan O’Neill, branch
manager for the Hawaii operations. “We are planning
a grand opening for April 9-13, 2018, and during that
time we will offer free training classes on scanning
and surveying solutions along with GIS applications.
We are inviting area professionals to our store so
they can see, first-hand, our full-line of products
and services plus provide an opportunity for them to
talk with our experts about our training courses and
repair services.”
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The Hawaii location will offer a full line of 3D laser
scanning equipment, survey controllers, total stations,
and survey GNSS receivers. The company also offers
GIS mapping software, mobile GIS field mapping
software, virtual reference stations, and mosquito
control software. The Hawaii location also provides
a full repair service along with a series of training
sessions on equipment and software usage.

About Frontier Precision
This year, the company is celebrating its 30th year of
operations. Frontier Precision is an employee-owned
company with experience serving survey, mapping,
engineering, construction, GIS, forensics, forestry,
water resources, mosquito and vector control, and
natural resources professionals throughout the
United States. The company has offices in North
Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Alaska, Montana,
Idaho, and Hawaii. In addition, Frontier provides
services in South Dakota, Wyoming, Utah, Oregon,
and Washington. With Trimble Certified Service
Centers in Bismarck, North Dakota; Minneapolis,
Minnesota; Denver, Colorado; Anchorage, Alaska;
and, Honolulu, Hawaii, the company provides indepth technical support for Trimble mapping and
survey products and software. The company has
several Trimble Certified Trainers that offer Trimble
and Esri training courses. Frontier Precision is an
Esri Gold partner and also hosts the first DELAIR
service centers located in the United States.
Company website: www.frontierprecision.com
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OBJECTIVE
The objective of this association is to unite all the registered land surveyors in the State of
 innesota, to elevate the standards of the surveying profession in the State of Minnesota;
M
to establish basic minimum requirements for surveys, to assist in promoting legislation and
educational programs to improve the professional status of the land surveyor; to work in
cooperation with local, county and state governments in our field of endeavor; to uphold a rigid
code of ethics and strive to improve our relations with our clients and the public by work with
precision and integrity.

Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

J.R.Nelson & Company
since ................ 1983

Photographically reproduced Mylars
as mandated by Minnesota Statutes 505.021

Subdivision 1. Plat Format

A plat shall be prepared on four mil transparent reproducible film or
the equivalent, and shall be reproduced by a photographic process.
Plat sheet size shall be 22 inches by 34 inches.

612.339.1425

------- same day services Available ------e-mail .pdf files to: plot@jrnelson.com

Open Monday-Thursday 7:30 am – 4:30 pm
Friday & Saturday..... by Appointment.
401 N.Third Street Suite 110

Minneapolis, MN 55401

www.jrnelson.com
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Firm Member Directory
Trosen Land Surveying

W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Survey Mapping Solutions, Inc.

Advance Surveying & Engineering Co.

Rehder & Associates, Inc.

Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.

Scott Trosen
189 Foxglove Lane, Shakopee, MN 55379
(612) 990-1182
Ross Wamre
14652 85th Avenue, Little Falls, MN 56345
(218) 850-8334
www.surveymapsolutions.com
Christine Larson
3440 Federal Drive, Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 452-5051 Fax: (651) 452-9797
www.rehder.com

SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Matthew Hansen
1 Carlson Parkway Suite 150, Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010 Fax: (763) 475-2429
www.srfconsulting.com

Otto Associates

Paul Otto
9 West Division St, Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727 Fax: (763) 682-3522
www.ottoassociates.com

Loucks

Paul McGinley
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300, Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505 Fax: (763) 424-5822
www.loucksinc.com

Houston Engineering Inc.

Curtis Skarphol
1401 21st Ave N, Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5065 Fax: (701) 237-5101
www.houstoneng.com

Sathre-Bergquist Inc.

Stephanie Grotbo
150 S. Broadway Ave, Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000 Fax: (952) 476-0104
www.sathre.com
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Woodrow Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S. Ste 228, Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055 Fax: (952) 854-4268
Wayne Preuhs
17917 HW 7, Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 474-7964
www.advsur.com/

Dan Thurmes
6750 Blvd N Ste #1, Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969 Fax: (651) 275-8976

Schoborg Land Services, Inc.
Kelly Brouwer
8997 Co Rd 13 SE, Delano, MN 55328
(763) 972-3221 Fax: (763) 972-3223

Oliver Surveying & Engineering, Inc.
Lynn Caswell
580 Dodge Avenue, Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072 Fax: (763) 441-5665
www.oliver-se.com

Massey Land Surveying & Engineering
Richard Massey
PO Box 100, Kasson, MN 55944
(507) 634-4505 Fax: (507) 634-6560
www.masseylandsurveying.com

MSA Professional Services

Dennis Honsa
60 Plato Blvd East Suite 140, St. Paul, MN 55107
(651) 334-8413 Fax: (763) 786-4574
www.msa-ps.com

Northwestern Surveying and Engineering, Inc.
Michael Stang
1900 Division St. W., Suite 4, Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 444-9394
www.nwsmn.com
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Firm Member Directory
Landmark Surveying, Inc.

Milo Horak
PO Box 65 21090 Olinda Trail N, Scandia, MN 55073
(651) 433-3421 Fax: (651) 433-3421

Moore Engineering, Inc

Chris Heyer
1808 E. Fir Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537
(218) 998-4041 Fax: (218) 998-4042
www.mooreengineeringinc.com

Widseth Smith Nolting

Bryan Balcome
610 Fillmore St, PO Box 1028, Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 335-5023 Fax: (320) 762-0263
www.wsn.us.com

Egan, Field & Nowak Inc

Lee Nord
1229 Tyler St. NE Suite 100, Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 466-3300 Fax: (612) 466-3383
www.efnsurvey.com

Westwood Professional Services

Nathan Carlson
12701 Whitewater Drive Suite 300, Minnetonka, MN 55343
(952) 937-5150 Fax: (952) 937-5822
www.westwoodps.com

E.G. Rud & Sons Inc

Jason Rud
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110, Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200 Fax: (651) 361-8701
www.egrud.com

ISG

Dan Stueber
115 East Hickory Street, Suite 300, Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651 Fax: (507) 387-3583
www.is-grp.com

Stonebrooke Engineering, Inc

Aaron Mages
12279 Nicollet Avenue S, Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 402-9202 Fax: (952) 403-6803
www.stonebrookeengineering.com

The Gregory Group, Inc dba Lot surveys
Company
Gregory Prasch
7601 73rd Ave No, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428
(763) 560-3093 Fax: (763) 560-3522
www.lotsurveys.com

Bolton & Menk Inc.

Janele Fowlds
1960 Premier Dr, Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171 Fax: (507) 625-4177
www.bolton-menk.com

Ulteig Engineers

Kurt Kisch
4285 Lexington Avenue N, St. Paul, MN 55126
(651) 415-3800
www.ulteig.com

Stonemark Land Surveying Inc.
Patrick Trottier
30206 Rasmussen Rd Ste #1, PO Box 874,
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
(218) 568-4940 Fax: (218) 568-5404
www.stonemarksurvey.com
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Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation
and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Harrison Marker Co.

RDO Integrated Controls

Fred Meyer Technology
Services

Quantum Spatial, Inc.

Leica Geosystems Inc

Berntsen International, Inc.

Ellen Johnson
PO Box 66,
Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445
www.harrisonmarker.com

Fred Meyer
14558 Joppa Ave South,
Savage, MN 55378
(952) 381-4404

Chris Rotegard
4107 158th St. W.,
Rosemount, MN 55068
(612) 385-6067 Fax: (651) 200-2008
www.leica-geosystems.us

Dan Stong
9201 East Bloomington FWY, Suite JJ,
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 948-1604 Fax: (952) 948-1606
www.rdoic.com

Miles Strain
18391 Smith Court
Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 442-3398
www.quantumspatial.com

Kari Campbell
PO Box 8670
Madison, WI 53708
877-265-2296 Fax: (608) 249-9794
www.berntsen.com

MSPS Chapter Chairs
A reminder to send your meeting notices and minutes to the MSPS office
so that we may post the information on the MSPS website.
Send information to Lee Helgen at
msps@mnsurveyor.com
we are happy to promote your Chapter events!
View committee information online:

www.mnsurveyor.com/?page=msps_committees
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Available From the MSPS Office:
Fant, Freeman & Madson on Writing Land Descriptions
$30 (Members or Nonmembers)
A Striking Triumph of Geometry Over Physical Geography,
by Rod Squires; includes searchable CD
$70 (Members or Nonmembers)
MLSA/MSPS History, 1953-2003 50th Anniversary
$35 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book One
$55 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book Two
$55 (Members or Nonmembers)
Public Land Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods
$24.30 (Members or Nonmembers)
Report 1: Public Land Survey in Minnesota
$14.73 (Members or Nonmembers)

Additional publications and pins are also available!
Use the secure online payment system at www.mnsurveyor.com or
call the office at (651) 203-7256 to get an order form.
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